














THE

CABINET CYCLOPADIA.



LONDON .
Prninted Ly A SPOoTHINWOOLLE,
New-Street-Nquare.



CABINET CYCLOPAIDIA.

CONDUCTLED BY THE
REV. DIONYSIUS LARDNER, LL.D. F.R.S. L. & k.

MRTA FRAS FLS FZS, Hon FCPS &c &,

ASSISTED BY

EMINENT LITERARY AND SCIENTIFIC MEN.

Biographp.

EMINENT BRITISH STATESMEN.

VOL. I1L

BY JOHN FORSTLER, ESQ.

O 1HE INNER IFNMPLY¥

LONDON:
PRINIED FOR
LONGMAN, REE>, ORME, BROWN, GREEN, & LONGUMAN,
PATERNOSTH R-ROW ,
AND JOHN TAYLOR,

UPPLR GOWLHR SFRLELT.

1887.












JOHN PYM

CONTENTS.

JOHN HAMPDEN -

APPENDIX
Arrennix
ArpPENnIX
ArrENDIA
ArpENDIX
APPENDIX

=Rrcog»

Page
L]

- - 881

- 894
- - 895

- 405
- 409






LIVES

EMINENT BRITISH STATESMEN.

JOHN PYM.

1584—10613.

Joux Py, the son of aSomerscetshire “esquire,” was born
at Brymore, in his father's county, in the year 1584, His
family, though described by Clarendon as of a * private
quality and condition of life 1,” were rich and of very old
descent ; his mother was afterwards Lady Rous®; and
this hoy, the only issue of her first marriage %, was sent,
in the heginning of the year 1500, to Broadgates Hall,
now Pemnbroke College, Oxford, where he entered as a
gentleman commoner.*  Here he made himself remark-
able not only by quick natural talents, bhut by a sleepless
and unwearied pursuit of every study he took in hand.
Lord Clarendon has indulged a sneer at his “ parts,” as
having been “ rather acquired by industry than supplied
by nature or adorned by art5;" but we have it on the
better authority of Anthony & Wood, that Pym’s lighter

' Clarendon’s History, vol. wv. (Oxford edition of 1826 ) p. 437

2 See the dedication to the sermnn dehivered at the funcralot this lady,
among the pamphlets at the British Muscum,

7 The dedication in the sermon 1 have just referred to, evidently restricts
her 1ssue by Mr. Pym, to the great subject of this memorr.

4 ““In the year of his age,” #ays AnthonydWood, * fifteen, being then,
or soon after, put under the twition of Degury Whear."

3 Clarendon’s History, vol. iv. (Oxford edition 1826.) p. 47,

YoL. 111 B



2 BRITISH STATESMEN.

accomplishments of literature, no less than his great
learning and “ pregnant parts,” were admired in the
university. “ Charles Fitz-Geoffry, the poet, styled the
said Pym, in 1601, Phebi delicie— Lepos puelli.” !

It is stated in some of the historics that, on leaving
Oxford, Pym entered one of the inns of court, with a
view to the bar ; but it is difficult to find good authority
for this.? Ile was throughout life, however, remark-
able for his thorough knowledge of the laws; and no
doubt he studied them, at this time, with the almost
certain expectation of being called upon, at no distant
day, to serve in parliament by the side of that great
party, who had already, by no unequivocal signs of" their
power and resolution, startled the misgoverned people
into hope. He had certainly, even thus carly, attracted
the attention of the great Whig nobleman of the day,
the earl of Bedford; and to his influence, it is pro-
bable, he owed that appointment to a responsible office
in the Eachequer, in which, according to lord Claren-
don, many after years of his youth were passed, and
where, 1t is to be supposed, he acquired the knowledge
and habits of business, and great financial skill, which,
scarcely less than his genius for popular government,
distinguished him through the long course of his public
life.

In the parliamentary returns of the year 1614, the
name of *“ John Pym” is to be found, as member for
the horough of Calne  These were the returns of that
¢ addle” parliament, which has been before described 4,
and which, *“ mecting according to their summons, such
faces appearcd there as made the court droop?;”’—among
the new faces were those of Pym and Wentworth,

Upen the precipitate dissolution of this parliament,
after a sitting of two months, several of the more for-

! Wood's Ath. Oxon. Fad Bhiss. vol n1. p 73

2 Aunthony & Wood merely save, — * Before he (Pym) took a degree, he
left the unversity, and went, as I concerve, to one of the inns of court ™

3 1t bas been aincorrectly stated that Pym first «at as wember tor Tavis.
tock ; he did not sit tor the Litter borough il some years after. 1t was
the same influence, however, which returned him tor both places.

¢+ Lafe of Stratford, p 196, 197

3 Wilton —n Keanet, vol u, p. 696.
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JOHN PYM. 3

ward members were called before the council and com-
mitted to the Tower. If Rushworth is correct in saying
that Pym was twice imprisoned in the reign of James,
it may reasonably be supposed that he was one of those
committed on the present occasion.! It is certain that
he at once took an active share? in the measures of the
opposition, and the “ maiden speech ™ of such an acces-
sion to the popular party is not unlikely to have been
rewarded by a warrant from the council-table,

About this time Pym married Anna, the daughter of
John Hooker, esquire, a country gentleman of Somer-
setshire.  For the next six years his nagne is not to be
found in conrection with public affairs, These years
were probably passed in retirement, where the mind
does not find it difficult to imagine him, strengthening
himself, in the calmness of domestic quict, for the abso-
lute devotion of his great facultics and deep aftections to
that old cause which was now again, not dimly, dawning
upon the world.

In the year 1620, the wife of Pym died. The pri-
vate memnorials of this great man are too rare, and obtained
with the cost of too much labour, to be thought un-
worthy of the reader’s attention, however scanty they
may be.  What I shall now quote gives a grateful sketch
of the character of this lady, on the authority of an ex-
cellent and accomplished man.  The year in which she
died witnessed also the death of Philippa, lady Rous,
Pymn’s mothet’; and on the occasion of the funcral of
of ladly Rous, a sermon was delivered by the famous
Charles Fitz-Geoffry ®, which, on its subsequent pub-
lication, he dedicated to Pym.

1 In the Reliquie Wottomanie (p 431 s0me of the “ refractory ' members
80 committed are charactermtically described :—1nt, SirWalter Chute **who,
to get the opinion of a bold man after he had lost that of a wise, fell oue
moring 1nto an mstpid and unseasonable declamation agamst the tnes "
2d, Johat Hoskins, who *“ 18 in for more wit, and for licentiousness baptised
freedom ;" 3d, W entworth, a lawyer, * whose fault was, the apphcation of
certain texts m Ezekiel and Damel, to the matter of impositions "' and,
4th, Christopher Nevil, * a young gentleman fresh from the schools, who
having gathered together divers Latin sentences against kings, bound thern
up 1 a long speech  ‘These are the only names specihed, but it is known
that upwards of ten men were comnmitted.

2 See the Journals.

3 For cunious notices of thiswriter seec Wood's Ath, Oxon. vol. 1. p (07 ==
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4 BRITISR STATESMEN,

¢ 1 present you here,” he writes in this dedication,
“ with that whereat you could not be present, your
dearest mother’s funerall, — a labour I could willingly
have spared, if God had been so pleased. But seeing
the great Disposer hath otherwise decreed, I gladly
publish what I sorrowfully preached. Neither will I
use that triviall apology for this publication — the im-
portunitie of friends. I confess mine ambition to divulge
my observance of that house to which I owe my best
endeavours. .... What the religious cares of others
received with some comfort, I here offer to your judicious
eye; that as yqu are interested in the same sorrows, so
you may he partaker of the same comforts. TPoor, I
confesse, are these of mine to those rich ones which the
rare gifts of nature and grace afford to yourselfe ; yet
herein 1 would have you symbolize with the great ones
of this world, who, although they possess whole cities
and kingdoms, will yet accept an ofter of a few acres.”

“ Youmay well take up,” Fitz-Geoffry continues to
Pym. * the complaint of the pathetical prophet — ¢ [
am the man that have seen affliction:” a great affliction,
first, in being deprived of a most loving, holy, helpfull
wife ; whose learning rare in that sex, whose virtues rarer
in this age, whose religion the rarest ornament of all the
rest, could not choose but level the sorrow of losing her
with the former comfort of enjoying her.  'This crosse
1s now scconded with the losse of a dear mother, and
such a mother as was worthy that sofne, who was
worthy such a wife.  With the prophet’s complaynt 1

Mere’s Wit’s Commonwealth, part 1i —and Censura Literaria. He was
thonght a *“ ugh towering talcon ** 1n poetry, on the strength of a really
tine and lottily written account, i Latin verse, of the hife, and actions of Sit
Francis Drake  1hs minor compositions are touched with grace and feel-
ing. 1 cannnot resist concluding thiy note with the following quaint lines
by Hayman, ingeniously descriptive of a personal defect of Fitz-Geoffry's tem

Blind poet Homer you do equahse,

Though he saw more with none than with most eyes .

Our Geottry Chaucer, who wrote quaintly neat,

In verse you match, equal him in concert’:

Featwred yor are like Homer in one cye,

Rightly surnamed the son of Geoftry.
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doubt not but you also take up his comnfort — - It is
good for 2 man that he beare the yoke in his youth.'”

<1 have fairly gayned by this publication,” the writer
concludes, ““ if hereby you take notice of my thankful-
nesse to yourselfe ; the world of my serviceablencsse to
my patron. 1f God shall conferre a farther blessing
(as commonly he doth in all good attempts) that as
some received comfort in hearing, so many may be edi-
fied by reading these my weake endeavours : this I shall
esteeme my happinesse.  In this hope, bequeathing the
successe to him who is able to doe above all that we
can doc or thinke, yourselfe to his chicfest blessing, my
best atfections to your worthy selte, — remaineth yours
in all love and duty.  Cuoannes Firz-Grorrny.” !

! Death’s Sermon untothe iving, debivered at the funcialof the veligouy
fady Phubippa #to 1620 From the cermonitelt one or two pomnts, touch.
g on the personal charactarsties of Pyvm’s mother, will be thought worth
extracting ¢ Lxpect ot wavs the preacher, © that 1 should speake of
her ancestors, and inake that the begmning of her prayse, which s rather
the pravse ot others © romthe following it 9 evident that the first buse
band of lady Philippa, the father of Pym, must have died very soon after
Pym's barth - She s spohen of as “ A comfortable hilper to her loving
husband her second hushandy, and 1o small support of <o great a house fo)
mw e than thitee years' continuance, —and an espeaall ornament unto
hospitalitie, the long-contimued prase ot that house  One of the con-
cludmg passages of the sermon 1s cloguently deseriptive ol thin exeellent
woman © —** She, who not long sithence ¢ nne cheerfully unto this place
on the Lord’s v ‘as her godly manner wast hath ¢ nised us moventuliy to
repure hither on thns day hfw who need to come i her (oach, 15 now
carred i a cofling She who used to heare attentn ey and look rteadtastly
on the preacher,is here now <o much of her as reianeth) bhut can neither
a¢ nur_hear the proacher, but o slencee preacheth to the preacher hm.
self il to every hearer and boholder, that this 1 the end of all men
And In her own example which s the hie of preachmg she contirmeth
the doctrine, that neither arins nor scute heons, nor greathess of state, nor
godlaiess of lite, nor gifts of imnd, nor sobriety of diet, nor art of physiche,
nor huaband’s care, cost, nor diligence of attendants, nor elldren’s tears,
nor sighs of servants, nor prayers of the church, ean except us from that
common condition ; forat they could, we had not seen this great and sad
assembly here this day ™’

Worthily, from the bosom of such a mother, can we imagine young
Py mstructed to the great achiesements of Ins atter hite! © The bov,™
savs our great poet Wordsworth, *¢ 18 father to the man ,* 50 also, antici-
pating Wordaworth, Charles Fitz- offry satd n this very sermon The
passage 18 quaint and curious, but pregnant with meamng — Speahing frem
thetextot death, he suddenly breahs torth thus —* For that 18 the «nd of atl
men Man 15, as it were, a hook ; his birth i the title.page, hrs baptisn,
the epistle dedicatory , bin groans and crying, the ¢jnstle to the reader,
Jas infancie and childhood, the argument or contents of the whole cuswing
treatise ; his Wife and actions, the subject , s erimes and errors, the faults
escaped , s repentance, the connection, Now there are some large vo.
Jumex m foho, some httle ones 1n sixteens , kome are fayrer bound some
playner; sowe n strong vellum, some 1 thin paper , some whaee subjeet
s picty and godliness, some {and too many such) pamphlcts of wantonesse

P3
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v BRITISH STATESMEN.,

Pym was now left with five youug children, two sons
and three daughters!; and he did not marry again.
“ What he was from that moment,” says a learned
contemporary divine, Dr. Stephen Marshall, ¢ was only
for the public good ; in and for this he lived —in and
by this he died. It was his meat and drink ; his work,
his exercise, his recreation, his pleasure, his ambition;
his arr.” Such enthusiastic expressions may justly de-
scribe his general course of life thenceforward ; though
the render will be careful not to construe them' too
literally. Py never was a candidate for the honours
of asceticism: he required something besides an im-
peachmment to dine upon, and was not content with
supping off' a religious committee : nor ever, it must
be added, did the heavy distraction of public affairs
bewilder him from that aftectionate care towards his
children, which 1s observed upon hy many of those who
were about him, and which was afterwards richly re-
compensed.  In this respeet he was more fortunate
than his friend Eliot.  His second son, Charles, after-
wards sat with him=?, a fellow-lahourer, in the Long
Parliament ; and the name of his cldest son, John, ap-
pears in the returns of the short parliament *, and also
in the list of those gallant parliamentarians who were
scvercly wounded at the battle of Newbury.

On the assembling of the parliament of 1620-21,
Pym again took is seat for Calne. A series of truly
diggraceful events+ had filled up the interval since the

and folly ;  but in the last page of every one, there stands a word which
is gines, and this s the last word m every ook, Such 13 the hite of man -
some longer, some shotter, some stronger, somne weaher, some fairer, some
coarser, same holy, some protane , — but death comes o ke himg at the
laat, to close up the whole, fur that 1s the end of ail men.”

1 See the Pertect Diurnall, No 21 tromn Hth ot Dee tothe 15th of Dec, 1645,

3 For the Devonshue borough ot Beeralstone  Sec the returns

3 Which met in Apnl, i6d0 He vat tor Pool, in Dorsetshire

4 Sce Lite of Strafford pp v01,20¢ Let an itelligent foreigner deseribe
the state of the pubhe mind during the progress of these events * Con.
suler, for pity's sake,” run< ane ot Count Harlev de Beanmont's reports,
* what must be the state and condition of a prince, whom the preachers
publicly from the pulpit assail; whom the comedians of the metropohs
covertly bring upon the stage ; whose wite attends these representations in
orderCto enjoy the laugh against her husband, whom the parhament braves
and despises, and who 15 wversatly hated by the whole people.”  Let me
complete the picture by refersing the reader to authonties at p. 202, of my
former volume.
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last dissolution ; but one of these events had been at-
tended with a great result in attaching sir Edward
Coke to the popular party. Hampden also in this
year first entered the House of Commons; and, in the
preparations for the session, we observe the first form-
ation of the system of parliamentary party which has
brought such great results, for good and ill, in England.
The men who were foremost in opposition to the court,
whether in or out of the Ilouse of Commons, held
constant meetings at the house of the great antiquary,
sir Robert Cotton,@n Westminster. Here assembled,
for a common purpose, the men of learning and of
action — the intellectual and moral power of England.
Here were the Pyms and Seldens leagned ; Camden,
Coke, Noy, Stowe, Spelman, Philips, Mallory, Digges,
Usher, Holland, Carew, Flectwood, and Hakewell, ac-
knowledged a common object here.  The famous
library of sir Robert Cotton, now the priceless property
of the nation, furnished to these meetings the prece-
dents from which theirmeinorable resolutions were taken ;
and from within its walls the statutes of the great days
of England were, one by one, unrolled, and Jaunched
in succession upon the popular mind. May we not,
with slight alteration, apply to it the matchless language
of Milton?  ““Bchold now that mansion-house of
liberty, encompassed and surrounded with God's pro-
tection ; behold that shop of war, with its anvils and
baminers working, to fashion out the plates and instru-
ments of armed justice in defence of beleaguered truth ;
behold the pens and heads there, sitting by studious
lamps, musing, searching, revolving new notions and
ideas, wherewith to present, as with their homage and
their fealty, the approaching reformation!”

If the courtiers drooped, then, at the last parliament,
how much more reason had they to sink down at this !

1 The count Harley de Beaumont, writing from England a month before
this parliament met, observes : —** Audacious language, offensive pictures,
calummous pamphlets, theae usual fore.runners of ¢civil war, are (mumon
here, and are <y inptoms doubly strong of the bitter temper of me n'’s imnda ;
hecausc 1n this countrv men are in gencral better regulated, or by the good
admimistration of justice, are more kept within the sphere of their duties.

B 4



8 BRITISH STATESMEN.

It required all the energy and intellect of lord Bacon—
who had then, just on the eve of his terrible fall,
attained to the highest summit of official rank, power,
and fame—to reassure and strengthen them. Never,
he told the king, would he have a better chance of suc-
cess with a parliament than now, if, taking advantage
of the universal depression of the protestant interest
abroad, he humoured the anti-catholic zeal of the popu-
lar party by asking money from them in support of a
crusade to he undertaken in behalr of the interests of
protestantism. ! James could only$half understand his
chancellor's purpose; and in the speech to the commons
on their day of meecting, having substituted his own
Jjargon for Bacon’s grave and cautious periods 2, he ma-
naged to foil it completely.  What he said to them was
meant to be conciliatory, but it was a feeble mixture of
threats and suppheations.

"The commons listened coldly, and, on its conclusion,
turned to the consideration of their privileges.  They
complained, in strong terms, of the imprisonment of the
members at the close of the last parliament for their
conduct in that house, and broadly asserted that to the
house tself belonged alone the right of judging and
puntshing every breach of decorum committed within
its walls,  The king in vain attempted to parry this re-
monstrance, and was at last obhiged to defer to it by a

Yet I doubt that anv great action will come of 1t, imasmuch as the king
willy 1 case ot need, surely jom the stronger party ' ‘L'lns was cor.ectly
Ruessed 5 tor most certanty, had James been i the place ot Charles, the
ﬂvnll‘war would not have been. A hittle blustering, and he would have
yielded.

b See Bacon®s works, vol. v pp 531,552 Adkin®s Lafeof James T, vol. i1
pp 184 — 198 Rushworth, vol 1, p 20, 21, Parl History, vol v pp. 509—
.‘)i‘l Langard, vol 1x Mo ed ) pp 245 —245

2 This expression may startle tlmw who are acquamted with the school.
master tone ot Bacon in addressing parhaments generally,vet a glance at his
“ peasond tor assembling the parhament,” which iadraw o tp with very great
cloguence, will show that 1t 13 not misplaced  He observes, at its con.
clusion, * that i respect of so long intermission of a parliament, the times
may have wtraduced some things ut to be retormed, eithier by new laws or
by the moderate deres of our loving subjects dutifully inumated to us,
wheren we shall ¢ver be noless ready to give them all gracious satisfaction
than their own heartscan desire - Bacou's subsequent arrogant speech to
this very parliament — the haughty spirit going before a fall ! — 15 not for
an instant to be weighed agamnst this and elal it
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solemn assurance that as he had already granted, so it
was his intention thenceforward to maintain, that liberty
of specch which was demanded by his faithful com-
mons. Upon receiving this message, they voted two
subsidics, but without tenths or fifteenths ; so small a
suny, in fact, that it only left the king more completely
at their feet.  James hercupon, with his usual clever
folly, returned them thanks in the most grateful terms.!
Though the supply was small, he preferred it, he told
then, to millions, because it was so freely given ; lastly,
he exhorted them, in the exuberance of his cunming, to
apply to the redress of the national grievances, assuring
them that they would always find him ready < to do
maore than meet them halt way.”?

Avording,  with quiet indifference, the royal snare
thus set for them, the leaders of the house at onee pro-
poscd to restriet their literal acceptation of his majesty’s
speech to the latter half of it only.  They sent him back
resolutions from their connnittees of inguiry, levelled
against certain notorious monopolists, who had long
crippled  the freedom of English trade®, and against

V See Roger Coke’s Detection, part 1 p 111 )

' tee the Journals of the House of Commons, p 523, Parl Hist vol, v,
PO Ae
s I'hree patent monopolies had been the especial cubject of diseussion in
the mectmgs ot the opposition, as abuses of the hghest degree ot enor-
mity, —they were those for the hensing of imns, the hicensing of hostelnies
and the nanutacture ot gold thread , i which two notorious projectors
Mompesson and Mich « were pretty generally known to he only the
agents of Buekmgham ad bw famly - By virtue of the two first, the
pitentees were enabled to exact for therr hoences whatever sums they
pleased , and on the refusal ot innkeep rs or publicans to comply wih
their arbitrary extortions, they fined ov threw them into prison at their
diveretion The knavenies and oppressions practised under the authority
of the third patent were fold  The polists manufactured thread
80 scandilously debased with copper, that 1t was said to corrode the hands
of the artiheers and the flcsh ot those who wove it “This adulterated
article they vended at an artatrary and exorbitant price ; and 1t they de-
tected ang persous 1in making or selling a better and cheaper article, they
were empowered to hne and amprison such interlopers, without law
whilst a clause 10 their patent protected themselves from all actions to
which they would otherwise have been hable 1n consequence of these at.
tacks upon the hberty and property of their tellow-subjects, and of the
night of search, even m private houses, which they assumed. (Aikin's
James the Lirst, vol. i p €7, Laingard, vol 1x p 247, 248) “ Others,”
says Hacket * remonstrated agamnst a pack of cheaters, who procured the
monopoly bt gold thread,which, with their spinning, was palpably corrupted
and embased  These gilt flics were the bolder, because sir Fdward Vil-

liers was m their indenture of association, though not named n ther
patent.” — Scrina Reserata, p. 49.
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some officers of the king's courts, by whom the admi-
nistration of justice had been for some time openly
polluted.! Of the committees from which these several
charges emanated, Pym was an active and zealous pro-
moter.?

The king, with every mean desire to wheedle money
from the commons®, was by this bold course startled
into his old attitude of blustering arrogance ; and at his
elbow stood Buckinghain, who, knowing too well that his
brother sir Edward Villiers would be struck down along
with the other state criminals now plainly aimed at by
the commons, urged him at once to a dissolution ; —
when, from a hittle distance, was heard the voice of the
wily Williams, then creeping slowly but very surely,
up the state ladder, * Swim with the tide and you
cannot be drowned. If you assist to break up this
parliament, heing now in pursuit of justice, only to save
some cormorants, who have devoured that which must
be regorged, you will pluck up a slmee which will over-
whelin yourself.  Delay not one day before you give
sir Edward Villiers a commission for an embassage to
some of the prinees of Germany, or the Northlands,
and despatch him over the sea before he be missed.
Those empty fellows, sir Giles Mompesson and sir
T'rancis Michel, let them be made victims to the public
wrath, and cast all inonopolies and patents of griping pro-
jectors, into the Dead Sea after themn, 1 have searched

! Among these were Tield, bishop of Landaff, sir John Bennet, judge of
the prerogative court, and sie Heury Yelverton, the hing's attorney, general,
— Sec Bacon, vt 83,

2 In the unjustifiable proceedings aganst Floyde, wito which the house
were shortly atter betraved, I cinnot discover that Pym took any active
share  No doubt, huwever, in the melancholy rehigious excitement that
prevailed at the time, and which was the natural resalt of the then e
vanable appearance of popery, both at home and abroad, in aftinity and
aliance with despotism, Pym did pot resist the general teehng 1shall
have many opportunities tor showing, however, that he was not an intol-
erant mau For the crrcumstances of Floyde'scase see the State Tnals, vol
1 p 1150 Carte, vol. wv. pp. 7R — 80

9 Inone of the despatches ot Tillidres,t hen French ambassador in London,
1 find o shrewd reason given for the anxiety of the court to secure, by any
expedient, a supply of money trom parhament By that, the Frenchman
argues, the opposition will be *“ hept in check 1 for, he contmues, “how-
ever it mnclined they appear, these grants of money which give a claim on
tlwir"pmpcrty. compel them to proceed with more gentlencss and rever.
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the signet office, and have collected almost forty, which
1 have hung in one bracelet and are fit for revocation
Damn all these by one proclamation, that the world may
sec that the king, who is the pilot that sits at the helm,
is ready to play the pump, to eject such filth as grew
noisome in the nostrils of his people.”!  Ultimately
this was accepted as a piece of wise counsel, and, ob-
serves Hacket, ¢ out of this bud the dean’s? advance-
ment very shortly spread out into a blown flower.”

Sir Edward Villiers fled ; sir Giles Mompesson —
the original of Massinger's Overreach—and his creature
sir Francis Michel, were impeached and degraded ;
and many minor oftenders were swept down in the same
righteous storm of popular indignation, above which,
moving aud directing, Pym was seen pre-eminent.  So
especially active was he about those affairs at this time,
that the king, as we learn from the authority of Anthony
i Woad, singled him out from the rest of the members
as a man of *“ a very ill-tempered spirit.” #

The most melancholy duty of this famnous parliament
remained to be performned, to the world’s wonder and
its lasting loss. On the L5th of March, sir Robert
Philips reported to the house, as chairman of one of its
committees of inquiry, that they had received inform-
ation respecting a case of bribery which ¢“touched the
honour of so great a man, so endowed with all parts hoth
of nature and art, as that he would say no more of him,
not being able to say enough.”+  We turn aside, *with

I See Hacket's Scrima Reserata, pp. 49, 50,

2 Williams was at this tine dean of Westminster,

3 Ath Oxon, vol'm p 73 Wond adds, as some set-off to the king's opi-
nion, that Pym was not without great esteem at the tnne, as a * person of
good lwguage, voluble tongue, and considerable knowledge in the com-
mon law.”

1 See the Coramons’ Journals, pp. 530--563  Parl Hist vol v p 350
Rushworth, vol. 1 p 28 State Trials, vol. n p 1088  Clarenden and
Carte have striven to represeat the nnpeachment ot Bacon as the result ot
private pique and resentment — in the one case, on the part ot Coke; in
the other, on that of Buckingham., Whatever may have been the truth in
either case, the commons, having had the charges submitted to themn, had
noresource but that which thev adopted ; and the deterence and tenderness
exhibited by them, during the whole of the proceedings, towards the illus.
trious accused, was truly remarkable I should add that, though Coke did
not appear prominently, his conduct in endeavouring to impheate Bacon in
Mompesson's crimes, tavours the supposition of h1s having done his best
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deep regret and self-humiliation, at the thought of the
disgrace of lord Bacon ; but, careless of the influence
of Pope’s worthless and senseless distich !, it is only just
that we should remember, in some reassurance of the
goodness as well as greatness of the imellect, that Ba-
con’s Submission was wrung from him by the mean and
paltry spite of Buckingham?; that he was not con-
fronted with his accusers; never cross-examined any
of the witnesses against him; never adduced any on his
own behalf. It becomnes us, therefore, using his own
most affecting appeal, to give to that submission “a
benign interpretation ; for words that come from wasted
spirits, and an oppressed mind, are more safe in being
deposited in a noble construction, than in being circled
with any reserved caution. When the book of hearts
shall be opened, 1 hope T shall not be found to have the
troubled fountain of a corrupt heart, in a depraved
habit of taking rewards to pervert justice ; howsoever
I may be frail, and partake of the abuses of the times.”
It was with this feeling, the manly and earnest mind of
Jonson contemplated Bacon's fall; for he had cele-
brate | his prosperity, and would not shrink from him
in his years of adversity and sorrow. ¢ My conecit of
his person was never increased towards hum by his
place or honours ; but 1 have and do reverence hun for

to move the orginal committee of jnquiry. Sce the Journals of Marceh 9th,

and Cgrtev. 74,

1 ‘¢ 1f parts allure thee, think how Bacon sinned

The wisest, greatest, meanest of mankind!”

One of these superlatives must be questioned — let the common sense of
the reader determime which

2 Itwill rrohably he in the reader’srecollection that a servant of Bacon's
subsequently sard very dutinetly, that his lord was absolutely prohinted by
the kingdrom making his detence This may be questioned 5 but can 1t be
questioned that, had Bacon not heen restrained either by a positive com.
mand of James, o at least by a knowledge of what must be the royal wish,he
might have palliated his otfence in a very great degree *  Many ol the al.
leged bribes were, i reahity, the customary comphents to chancellors ; and
of the waorst ot his dehimquencies Buckingham waa the sole instigator — the
great cause and ongin, as anv one who reads the now published corres
spondence of Bacon and Buckingham, will see to be established beyond a
doubt. To this, indeed, lord Bacon alludes, in this memonial of acceas
to the king in 1622 “ Of my offences, far be it from me to say, Dat vesiam
corns, rerat censura columbays, but [ will sav that I have good warrant,
for ¢ thv{ were not the greatest offenders in Isracl on whom the wall ot
Shilo fell.’ "
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the greatness that was only proper to himself, in that he
seemed to me ever, by his words, one of the greatest
men, and most worthy of admiration, that had been in
many ages. In his adversity I ever prayed that God
would give him strength, for greatness he could not
want. Neither could 1 condole in a word or syllable
for him, as knowing no accident could do harm to
virtue, but rather help to make it manifest.”
Strengthened by the great good they had already
achieved, Pym and the other leaders of the country
party in this famous parliament, now addressed them-
selves to subjects which, while they deeply interested
the religious feelings of the people, involved, as they
well knew, some of the most dearly cherished preju-
dices of the king. A war for the recovery of the protest-
ant cause in the palatinate ; some repeal of the indul-
gence granted to catholics in the non-exccution of the
penal Jaws ; destruction of those treatics that had been
concluded with the king of Spain and the emperor, to
the heavy discouragement, as it was gencrally felt, of
protestantism ; and finally, arrest of the negotiations
now carrying on for the marriage of the prince of
Wales with the Spanish infanta ; — these questions, day
by day, gathered formidable influence in the house, and
at Jast, in the utter absence of any signs of immediate
supply, effectually alarmed James.  He lost temper and
patienee, and, suddenly dropping the mask he had worn
so ill, sent an intimation to the House of Commons that
he expected them to adjourn over the summer. This was
received with extreme dissatisfaction ; much angry par-
leying followed ; but after some days’ delay both houses
were adjourned by royal commission. The commons,
however, before separating, voted a solemn declaration of
their resolve to spend their lives and fortunes in defence
of the protestant cause ! (the reader will keep in view
what has been already urged ? respecting the inseparable
connection of this cause in that day with civil freedom);
and this declaration was ' sounded forth,” says a per-

1 Parl Hist. vol. v. p. 472, 473. 2 See Life of Eliot, p. 18.
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son who was present, “ with the voices of them all,
withal lifting up their hats in their hands so high as
they could hold them, as a visible testimony of their
unanimous consent, in such sors, that the like had scarce
ever been scen in parliament.”

A recess of five months followed, in the course of
which the whole church was thrown into confusion, and
the king's theology suffered a great eclipse. The cause
is worth adverting to, in illustration of the personal
positions of the dignitaries of the church ; for it was
against this class of men, according to lord Clarendon,
that Pym first showed himsclf ‘¢ concerned and pas-
sionate.” !

The good casy archbishop Abbot happened to have
Jjoined the lord Zouch on a hunting party at Bramzhill
Park, in Hampshire. Icre his grace, haviug singled out a
buck one morning, *“ and warned the company to be on
their guard,” took his aim, and, as the accounts say,
“through mistake or want of skill,” shot the keeper of
the park, who was passing over the ground on horse-
back. A verdict of umntentional homicide was re-
turned 5 but the opportunity was too happy to be lost,
wherefore a pack of his grace’s reverend opponents set
in full ery after him, urging that by the canon law,
he had become incapable of holding any ecclesiasti-
cal preferment, or exercising any ceclesiastical fune-
tion. Ilis leading opponents were no less than four
bishops clect, all of whom, under the circumstances,
refused to receive consecration at his hands, and took
their stand, very pathetically, upon iinpassable scruples
of couscience, to which it would of course be a gross
insult to suggest that, with two at least of thesc four
reverend men, the hope of succeeding to the dignity of
the disabled archbishop must have been strongly present.
1t was in fact notorious, that Williams and Laud? en-
tertained this hope.  The sober and religious people of

1 Hist of Rebel vol av p. 457
* 2 Laud had a quarrel of twentv years standing with Abbot, who had on
several occasions at Oxford opposed and censured him on account of the

Roman catholic tendencies of doctrines mawmtained by him 1n ks acade.
mucal exercises.
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England were, meanwhile, attentively listening, and
from the high places in church and state nothing was
to be heard but an agitation of the momentous question
of whether the umusem%lts of hunting and shooting
were allowable in a bishop. James suffered all the
throes of the strongest theological conceptions, but
brought nothing forth.  In despair of his own delivery
he at last appointed a commission of prelates and canon-
ists: they could not agree ; but, by way of a compromise,
the majority proposed that Abbot should’ be absolved
fromn all irregularity ad majorem cantelam.  An ago-
nising question followed — Where was the ccclesiastical
superior to absolve the metropolitan? A brilliant
thought at last relieved the unprecedented difficulty. It
was suggested that the Kng, as head of the chureh, pos-
sessed exactly that plenitude of power which in Roman
catholic countries resided in the pope.  Whereupon
James issued his triumphant commands to the cight
consccrated bishops, and Abbot was pardoned forthwith,
upon the issue of a solemn declaration from the con-
clave, that “ the hunting aforesaid was decent, modest,
and peaceable.” !

The parliament assemnbled in November, and in some
anger at the imprisonment of one of their memhers,

VThis will probably be pronounced to hay n-iwru, upon the whole, a wise
as well asportant deasion, and 15 certamly not without even present ap.
phcation to aftlairs ot this sort “There i a hind of hunung, now-a-days,
indulged oceasionally by dergymen and archdcacons, which 15 any thing
but decent and peaceable,  Buck-shooting, even at the oeccasonal risk of
an acaidental 10ss of Iife, as 10 his grace of Canteibury's case, 15w reality
nothmg toat. 1t may be very much the faslion, therefore, when we see a
minster of the gospel partridge-shooting or fox-hunting, to pull forth our
bibles, and make 4 parade of our acquaimtance with Paul and Tonothy :
but the propriety of the practice 1s really more than doubttul , since the
consequences may be such as to put society under serious divobligatom to
the rash hinderer of elencal pastimes A pheasant is more allowable game
than a peasant  When Domitian left oft fly-killing he (ook to hilling
Roman t.tizene; and our thnes have witnessed less imnocent amisements,
on the part ot the clergy, than the sports of the ficld.  As for the mlenee ot
holy writ about detonators, it 1s not more silent about detonators than
about Lawn sleeves and mitres, and, besides, 1f it says nothing for them, it
certainly savs nothing agamst 16 you must drink, * says the ordinary of
Newgate, to Mr Jonathan Wild, *“if you must dnnk, lct us have a bowl
of punch, a hquor T the rather prefer, as it 1 no where spoken against in
scripture ” ‘I'he same reason holas for an archbishop's or archdeacon’s dog
and gun, with precisely the same force.
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sir Edwyn Sandys!, during the recess. Some few days
after their meeting, Pym seconded sir Edward Coke
in moving, as one of their first resolutions, that they
should remonstrate with the kipg on the causes of the
public discontent then prevailing, and point out the re-
medies. A petition was accordingly prepared ; suggesting,
among other things, prince Charles's narriage with a
protestant ; and that the king should direct his efforts
against that power (Spain), which first maintained the

var against the protestant cause in the palatinate, 2
This petition was opposed by the court party as utterly
without precedent: the chancellor of the duchy said
that < it was of so high and transcendent a nature, he had
never known the like within those walls.” Privately,
meanwhile, a copy of it had been sent to the king, on

1 Sandys had been placed under arrest with Selden, not then a member
of the Houne , also lords Oxtord*and Southampton, Sutehff dean of Fxeter,
the shop ot Bangor, sir Christopher Nevidie, sir G Leeds, and Brise, a
puntan minister , —after ox nunation hetove the council, and a short
confinement, they were restored to hberty,  See Camden's Annals of
James, 1021, keauet’s History, vol u p €57 "Thareffencesjare not assigned,
but it would seem they had indulged in talking ** arecana smpern,” against
a royal proclunation  Secretary Calvert was commissioned by the king to
declare that Sandy s, the only member committed, had not heen commatted tor
any parlumentary matter, and ste'’homas Wentworth evendiscountenanced
the resenting it as a breach ot privddege.  But at 15 difhicult to doubt the
eatne ot Sandys’ comumutment  Sce Debates and Journals

2 See Rushworth, vol 1 p 40 F'his remonstrance, 1t has been truly said,
was fitted to disconcert all the projects ot James, it penctrated without
reserve into the deepest recesses ot those arcana impern which he held so
dear and ~o sacred, at proclammed the futdity ot those negohations in
which he had exposed hunselt to become the dupe of Spam and the laugh-
mg.stock of Ewope, 1t warned him that lus arbitrary suspension of laws
would be no longer borne wath , it taught him that the darhing project of
allance which had prorpted all these sacnitices of digmty and principle
was tontemplated with abhorrence ; and, above all, that the purses of the
Enghsh people would never be opened to hum but n the cause of pro.
testantism and the hberties of Germany, agast the great catholic league,
the emperor, and especially the hing of Spam. The tollowing passage
closed the petition * — *I'tns 13 the sum and effect ot our humble declara-
tion, which we (noways mntending to press wpon your majesty’s undoubted
and regal prerogatie) do with the fulhess of our duty and allegance
humbly subnut to your most princely consideration: the glory of God,
whose cause it s, the zeal of our true religion, to which we have been
boru, and wherein by God's grace we are resolved to die; the safety of
your majesty’s person, who s the very ife of your people ; the happiness
of vour children and postenity, the honour and good of the church and
state, dearer unto us than our own hives — having hindled these affections,
truly devoted to your majesty.” The words in italics were not 1n the peti-
tion &8 first praposed to the house, but were nserted in the course of the
debate on it to meet some scruples of the ime  See Journals, Parl. Hist.
vol v. p 489, arnd Afkin’s James, vol. 1. p £75.7.
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whom it took sudden and desperate effect.  Calvert and
Weston, according to Wilson, * had aggravated the
matter to him, with all the acrimony they could, so far
as to reflect upon particular persons that were the most
active instruments init.” ! Foremost among the per-
sons so named were Pym, Coke, and Philips.  Accord-
ingly from Newmarket, whither he had gone at the
time, ““ to he further from the sound of that noise of
the discontent of the commons,” James instantly dis-
patched a letter to the speaker complaining of the in-
Huence possessed by some certain 2 fiery, popular, and
turbulent spirits” in the lower house, forbidding them
o inquire into the mystertes of state; or to concern
themselves about the marriage of his son ; or to touch
the character of :m)'v prince, his friend or ally; or to
intermeddle with causes which were submitted to the
decision of the courts of law ; or even to send to him
their petition, if they wished him to hear or answer it ;
and, finally, to recollect that he (king James) thought
himself *“ very free and able to punish any man’s mis-
demeanours in parliament as well during their sitting
as after : which we mean not to spare hercafter, upon
any occasion of any man's insolent behaviour there
that shall be ministered unto us: and if they have al-
ready touched any of these points, which we have for-
bidden, in any petition of thars which is to be sent
urto ws, it is our pleasure that you shall tell them, that
except they reform it before it come to our hands, we
will not deign the hearing nor answering of it.” 3

From the date of this letter — the 3d of December,

! See Wilson, in Kennet’s History, vol. 1. p 7H.

2 The following, which stands upon the journale, immedi tely after the
king® letter, 1s wn evidence of Pyin’s quack resolution and high courage —
‘“Mr Py saith that the words ot ¢ hery, popular, and turbnlent,* are Jad
by his wayesty on the whale house | {or smce we have not punished or ques-
tioned any <uch, but tas the jetter saath been led by their propositions, it
18 the act ot the whole house  He dearcth, a petition mav be trom us to
the King, 7o know who his mejesty hath been informed (hose fiery tuslu-
lent spirets are, that we may justify oursclves, and clear the house of the
taint ot those words ™'

3 Parl. Hist. vol v.p 492. Roger Coke's Declaration, vol.1 p 119 ed 169,

VOL 1. C
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1621 — may be dated the commencement of the kind
of open warfare of antagonist principles which ended
in the destruction of the Stuart race. The historian
Hume confesses that it was ¢ rash and indiscreet” in
the king thus to risk the * tearing off that sacred veil
which had hitherto covered the English constitution,
and which threw an obscurity upon it, so advantageous
to royal prerogative: every man began to indulge himself
in political reasonings and inquiries ; and the same fac-
tions which commenced in parliament, were propagated
through the nation.” !  Would the philosopher have
thought James rash and indiscreet, if his letter had proved
successful? The truth was, that, backed by all the power
of the executive, and with all the prisons of the tower
at his command, James's venture ‘was perfectly in ac-
cordance with Hume's principles. He had, however,
miscalculated the characters of the men opposed to him ;
the great majority of whom were already, for life or
aeath, devoted to the achievement of a popular and re-
sponsible government in England.

In the spirit of men so leagued their reply to this
letter was framed. The greatest respect tempered the
most resolute firmuess. Some abstract of this docu-
ment will find a fitting place here, since ’'ym was one
of the most active members 2 of the committee appointed
to draw it up, and it is, besides, of the last importance
that the reader should distinctly understand the exact
ground that was occupied by the opposing parties in
this, the first open contest between the English par-
liament and the English king.

They began by professing their sorrow at the dis-
pleasure shown by his majesty's letter to the speaker ;
while they took comfort to themselves in the assurance
of his grace and goodness, and of their own faithfulness
and loyalty. They entreated that their good intentions
might ““ not undeservedly suffer by the misinformation
of partial and uncertain reports, which are ever unfaith-

1 Hist. vol. v. p. 82, quarto ed. 2 See Journals.
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ful intelligencers ;” but that his majesty would vouch-
safe to understand from themselves, and not from others,
what their humble petition and declaration, resolved
upon by the universal voice of the house, did contain.
They beseeched, also, that his majesty would not hence-
forth give credit to private reports against all or any of
the members of that house, on whom they themselves
should not have inflicted a censure ; but that they might
ever ‘“stand upright” in his royal judgment. Ad-
verting, then, to the cause of their assembling in parlia-
ment, and to the particulars of information laid before
them by his majesty’s command, they inferred that
they “ were called to a war,” and certainly with the
king of Spain, who had five armies on foot, and who
was known to have occupied the lower Palatinate ; and
hence they took credit for the unprecedented celerity
and alacrity, with which their zeal for his majesty and
his posterity had prompted them to proceed in voting
the necessary supplies, and considering of the mode
of conducting hostilities. To this they added, that
although they could not conceive that the honour and
safety of his majesty and his posterity ; the patrimony
of his children, invaded and possessed by their enemies ;
the welfare of religion and the state of the kingdom ;
were matters at any time unfit for their deepest con-
sideration in time of parliament, — yet that, at this
time, they were clearly invited to it ; and that the men-
tion of popish recusants, and whatever said touching
the honour of the king of Spain — in which, however,
they contended that they had observed due bounds —had
necessarily arisen out of the subject. Next they dis-
claimed all intention of invading his majesty’s un-
doubted prerogative in disposing of his son in marriage ;
but maintained that, as the representatives of the whole
commons of England, who have a large interest in the
prosperity of the king and royal family, and of the
state and commonwealth, it became. them to offer their
opinion respecting this matter. On these considerations,
c2
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they hoped that his majesty would now be pleased to
receive their petition and declaration at the hands of
their messengers, to read and favourably to interpret it,
and to give answer to as much of it as relates to popish
priests and recusants, to the passing of bills, and to
pardons.  The declaration ended thus : — “ And
whereas your majesty doth seem to abridge us of the
ancient liberty of parliament for freedom of specch,
jurisdiction, and just hberty of the house, and other
proceedings there (wherein we trust in God we shall
never transgress the bounds of loyal and dutiful sub-
jeets) ; a hiberty which we assure ourselves so wise and
so just a king will not infringe, the same being our an-
cient and undoubted right, and an inheritance received
from our ancestors ; without which we cannot freely
debate, nor clearly discern of things in question before
us, nor truly inform your majesty ; in which we have
been confirmed by your majesty’s most gracious former
speeches and messages : — we are, therefore, now again
enforced, in all humbleness, to pray your majesty to
allow the sane, and th(-reby to take away the doubts and
scruples your majesty’s late letter to our speaker hath
wrought upon us.” !

This declaration, with the original petition, was
carried to the king at Newmarket by Pym and eleven
other members deputed by the house.  “ Chars!”
cried the king, as they entered the presence chamber,
“ Chairs ! here be twal’ kynges comin’!”  In the inter-
view which followed he refused to reccive the original
petition ; and, as Roger Coke expresses it, after reading
the second declaration, ** furled all his sails, and re-
solved to ride out this storm of the commons.” In
other words, he set to work, and indicted, with his own
hand, an enormously long rejoinder, which may be thus
translated and abnidged from the rich Scotch dialect 2
of the original.

1 Rushworth, ‘ol 1 p.46, Parl Hist \ol v p 495 Aikin's l.\men the I'irst,
vol. u p, 282 U8 2 Roger Coke, vol. 1 p 121,
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He began by applying to the casc some words of queen
Elizabeth, addressed to an insolent ambassador ;:—*¢ W¢
looked for an ambassador ; we have received a herald.”
So, he asserted, he had looked for thanksgiving from
the commons for all the ¢ points of grace” he had con-
ceded to them. “ But not only,” he continues, ¢ have
we heard no news of all this, but contrary, great com-
plaints of the danger of religion within this kingdom ;
tacitly unplying our ill government in this point.  And
we leave you to judge whether it be your dutics, that
are the representative body of our people, so to distaste
them with our government; whercas, by the contrary,
it is your duty, with all your cndecavours, to kindle
more and more a dutiful and thankful love in the peo-
ple’s hearts towards us, for our just and gracious govern-
ment.”  In respeet to their taxing him with trusting
uncertain reports and partial informations, he proceeded
thus : “ We wish you to remember that we are an old
and experienced king, needing no such lessons ; being
in our conscience freest of any king alive from hearing
or trusting idle reports ;™ and as to their petition in
particular, he went on to say, that he had made their
own messengers compare the copy of it which they
breught wath that which he had received before, which
corresponded exactly, excepting a concluding sentence
added by them afterwards.  Having thus satistied himself
with a reason which did not even glance at the gross
breach of privilege complained of, he next told them,
that 1f, 1 ignorance of the contents of their petition,
he had receivel it, to his own great dishonour, he
could have returned nothing to their messengers hut
that he judged it unlawful and unworthy of an answer.
“For,” he ohserves, “as to your conclusion thercof, it
is nothing but protestutia contrarie facto ; for in the
body of your petition you usurp upon our prerogative
royal, and meddle with things far above your reach, and
then, in the conclusion, you protest the coutrary ; as if

o

c o
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a robber would take & man’s purse, and then protest he
meant not to rob him.” He denied that the com-
munications made by him to the house could in any
manner authorise their proceedings. He had, indeed,
made known that he was resolved by war to regain the
Palatinate, if otherwise hc could not; and had invited
them to advise upon a supply for keeping the forces
there from disbanding, and raising an army in the
spring. “ Now what inference,” he continues, ¢ can be
made upon this, that therefore we must presently de-
nounce war against the king of Spain, break our dearest
son's match, and match him to one of our religion, let
the world judge. The difference is no greater than if
we would tell « merchant that we had great need to
borrow money from him for raising an army ; that
thereupon it would follow that we were bound to
follow his advice in the direction of the war, and all
things depending thereupon. But yet, not contenting
yourselves with this excuse of yours, which indeed
cannot hold water, you come after to a direct contra-
diction — saying, that the honour and safety of us and
our posterity, and the patrimony of our children, in-
vaded and possessed by their enemies, the welfare of
religion and state of our kingdom, are matters at any
*time not untit for your deepest considerations n parlia-
ment. To this generality we answer, with the logicians,
that where all things are contained nothing is omitted.
So this plenipotency of yours invests you with all
power upon earth, lacking nothing but the pope’s, to
have the keys, also, both of heaven and purgatory.
And to this vast generality of yours we can give no
other answer, for it will trouble all the best lawyers in
the house to make a good commentary upon it. For
so did the puritan ministers in Scotland bring all kind
of causes within the compass of their jurisdiction, saying
that it was the church’s office to judge of slander, and
there could be no kind of crime or fault committed but
there was a slander in it, either against God, the king,
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or their neighbour: — or like Bellarmine's distinction
of the pope’s power over kings, in ordine ad spiritualia,
whereby he gives them all temporal jurisdiction over
them.” With respect to the war, he then professed in
general terms that he would suffer no consideration,
not even the marriage of his son, to interfere with
the restitution of the Palatinate; and boasted that
by his intervention with the king of Spain and the
archduchess in Flanders, he had already preserved
it from further conquest for a whole year. * But,”
he added, ‘“because we conceive that ye couple this
war of the Palatinate ; with the cause of religion, we
must a little unfold your eyes therein.” And he pro-
ceeded, in defiance of all historic truth, to lay the whole
blame of the war of Bohemia, and the consequent
oppression of the protestants in Germany, on the ambi-
tion of his son-in-law, aud his unjust usurpation of the
crown of another. He severely reprimanded the par-
lrament, next, for the terms in which the king of Spain
and his inordinate ambition were spoken of in their
petition ; not to allude to “ the particular ejaculations
of some foul-mouthed orators in your house, against the
honour of that king's crown and state.” Respecting
the prince’s marriage, he professed himself indignant
that the house should not place so much confidence in
his religlon and wisdom, as to rely on his former
declaration, that religion should receive no injury by it;
and then informed them, that he was already too much
advanced in the treaty to retract with honour. After
much more objurgatory language respecting what he
treats as their unpardonable presumption, quoting the
proverb, Ne sutor wultra crepidam, he condescends —
ungraciously enough, but yet out of a sort of ungainly
desire of seeming to conciliate — to explain away, in some
degree, his general prohibition of their mneddling with
matters of government and nysteries of state, accusing
them, at the same time, of misplacing and misjudging
his sentences, as “ a scholar would be ashamed so to
¢4
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misplace and migjudge any sentences in another man’s
book.” With the following very startling passage, he at
last concludes: “ And although we cannot allow of the
style, calling it your ancient and undoubted right and
inheritance, but could rather have wished that ye had
said that your privileges were derived from the grace
an | permission of our ancestors and us — (for most of
them grow from precedents, which shows rather a
toleration than inheritance) —yet, we are pleased to
give you our royal assurance, that as long as you con-
tain yourselves within the limits of your duty, we will
be as careful to maintain and preserve your lawful
liberties and privileges as ever any of our predecessors
were 5 nay, s to preserve our own royal prerogative,
So as your house shall only have need to beware to
trench upon the prerogative of the erown 5 which would
enforee us, or any just king, to retrench themn of their
privileges that would pare his prerogative and flowers of
the crown.  But of this we hope there shall never be
cause given,” !

This letter had not been long ispatched, when
symptoms of alarm bioke out at the court. Williams
recommended the qualification of sts terms ** with some
mild and noble exposition © ;" and the king prepared to
adopt this suggestion, after he was told that the commons,
ou recerving lus letter, had on the wstant appomted a
committee to prepare a protest.  Seeretary  Calvert
accordingly went down to the house with an explanatory
message from the hing, wherein, while he reiterated his
assurances of tespecting their privileges, and  tacily
withdrew the menace that rendered them precarious, he
saul that he could not with patience endure his subjects
to use such anticmonarchical words to him  concerning
their hiberues, as ** ancient and undoubted right and
inheritance,” without subjoining that they were granted

U Parl Hut. vol, v.°p, 407 F07
2 See his cunous lerter in the Cabala, p 65 Miss Atkin 1~ 1 error in
supposing that this was written betore the dispatch of the hing's letter.
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by the grace and favour of his predecessors. The house
heard this coldly. Calvert and the other ministers,
seeing the coming storm, made a still more desperate
effort to avert it, by admitting the king's closing ex-
pressions 1n the original letter to be incapable of defence,
and calling them a slip of the pen at the close of a long
answer. ! This availed as little as the former. The
last and worst expedient was then resorted to, and the
clerk ot the house received notice of instant adjournment
till the ensung February.

L this extremity the leaders of this great parlia-
ment acqurtted themselves  with memorable  courage.
Nothing, they said, should separate them,  till they
had placed on record a protest agamst the monstrous
pretensions of James.  The time that remained  to
them  was indeed short, but they proved it long
enough for the accomphishment of an act which ex-
erted a sensible influence, on the contest between the
people and the king, up to its very close.  All that
was done tu the most celebrated parliaments of Charles
followed, as a uatural consequence, from what was
done now.

Instantly upon the receipt of this notice of adjourn-
ment, a message was sent to the committee to whom
the king's letter had been referred ; some time passed
w debate meanwhile, and it was not, as it would
seent by the hing’s subsequent prockunation 2, until ¢ six
o’clock at nyght, by candle-hght,” a thing unprecedented
m those days, “ that the sand committee brought into
the house a protestation (to whom made  appears
not) concerning their libertics.”  This assertion  of
ig!mrancv, on the king's part, as to whom the protest-
ation was made, emphatically points out the nobler
quarter to which it addressed itself — the great mass
of the English people. To them it was made, and,

! See Hallam's Court s, vol 1. p. 50

2 See Parl Hhst vol, v p 514 16 Memorial of the King's Reasons for
destroying the Pr of the C Y # skl
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sinking into their hearts, met with a fruitful and con-
genial soil. After a long and earnest debate, advanc-
ing to a very late hour, the protestation was entered
““ as of record” upon the journals, in the following
ever memorable words: —

¢ The commons now assembled in parljament, being
justly occasioned thereunto, concerning sundry liber-
ties, franchises, and privileges of parliament, do make
this protestation following: — That the liberties, fran- -
chises, privileges, and jurisdictions of parliament, are
the ancient and undoubted birthright and inhe-
ritance of the people of England: And that the
arduous and urgent affairs concerning the king, state,
and defence of the realm, and of the Church of
England, and the maintenance and making of laws,
and redress of mischiefs and grievances which daily
happen within this realm, are proper subjects and
matter of council and debate in parliament: And
that in the handling and proceeding of those busi-
nesses, every member of the House of Parliament hath,
and of right ought to have, freedom of speech, to
propound, treat, reason, and bring to conclusion the
same :  And that the connnons in parligment have like
liberty and freedom, to treat of these matters in such
order as in their judgments shall seem fittest: And
that every member of the said house hath like freedom
from all impeachment, imprisonment, and molestation,
(other than by censure of the house itself), for or
concerning any speaking or reasoning or declaring of
any matter or matters touching the parliament, or
parliament business: And that if any of the said mem-
bers be complained of and questioned for anything
done or said in parliament, the same is to be showed
to the king by the advice and assent of all the com-
mons assembled in parliament, before the king give
credence to any private infoimation.” !

No time was lost by the courtiers, it may be sup-

! Rushworth, vol. i p. 53.
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posed, in communicating intelligence of this act to the
king; who instantly, frantic with spite and outraged im-
becility, hurried up to London from Newmarket, hastily
assembled around him at Whitehall the privy council
and six of the judges who happened to be in town, sent
for the clerk of the house of commons, and command-
ing him to produce his journal book, tore out the pro-
teststion with his own hand, and ordered the deed to
be registered by an act of council. His next exploit
was to dissolve the parliament.! 'This he did by pro-
clamation, assigning as the necessity which had driven
him to it, the “inordinate liberty ” assumed by some
¢ particular members of the house,”— evil tempered
spirits, who sowed tares among the corn.”?  Finally, he
summoned these evil tempered spirits” before the
council table, in the persons of Coke, Philips, Pym, and
Mallory, and, having in vain endeavoured to exact sub-
mission from them, committed them to separate prisons.
1 have found, and will here quote, a curious letter,
in illustration of the mnature of these imprisonments,
which have been sometimes spoken of by writers of the
court party as though they spoke of matters compara-
tively trifling—a sort of temporary detention, or honour-
able arrest. What follows will show the full extent
of the dangers to which men of high birth and fortune
were now content to expose themselves, in the hope, by
such means, of still more quickening the sympathies and
strengthening the purposes of the mass of the common
people. It describes the capture and imprisonment of
sir Robert Philips, Pym’s intimate friend, on the occa-
! A ludicrous anecdote of what very ominously befell the king on the
samc day, is given in a manuscript letter of the time — * The parliament
was, on Wednesday, cleane ciwsolved by proclamation. The same day his
maic rode by coach to Theobald’s to dinner, not intending, as the
speech s, to returne till towards Easter.  After dinner, ryding on horse.
back abroad, his horse stumbled and cart his majestie wito the New River,
where the ice brake: he fell in, so that nothing but his boots were secne.
Sir Richard Yong was next, who ahighted, went to the water, and htted
him out  There caine much water out of his mouth and bodie . his
majestic rode back to Theobald’s, went 1nto a warine bed, and, as we heare,

18 well, which God continue.”  Harl. MSS 389.
2 Rushworth, vol i. p. 55,
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sion now in question ; and describes, also, there can be
little doubt, the course adopted, at the same time and for
the same reason, towards Pym himself. It is in the
shape of a petition from Francis Philips to king James,
praying for the release of his brother, sir Robert.

“It is not for mysclf,”” he writes, 1 thus implore
your majesty’s grace, but for one that is far more worthy,
and in whom all that I am consists, my dear brother ;
who, I know not by what misfortune, hath fallen, or
rather been pushed, into your majesty’s displeasure ;
not in dark and crooked ways, as corrupt and ill affected
subjects use to walk, and neer to break their necks in ;
but e¢ven in the great road, which both himself and all
good Englishmen that know not the paths of the court,
would have sworn would have led most safely and most
direetly to your majesty's service from your majesty’s
displeasure.  There needs no other invention to crusifie
a generous and honest-minded suppliant, upon whom
hath issued and becen derived a whole torrent of ex-
emplary punishinent, wherein his reputation, lus person,
aud his estate gricvously suffered.  For having (npon
the lust process of parliament) retived himself to Ins poor
house in the countrey — with hope a while to breathe
after these troublesome affaers, and stdl breathing nothing
hut yowr majesty’s serviee — he was sent for, ere he had
Jinished hix Christmas, by a sevjeant at arms, who ar-
rested him in his own house, with as much terror as
belongs  to the apprehendimg of  treason itself:  but
(thanks be to God) his conscience never started ; and,
his obedience herein shewed, it was not in the power of
any authority to surprize it; for at the instunt, without
asking one minnte’s time of resolutwon, he rendered him-
self to the officer’s diseretion, who (according to his di-
rections) brought him up captive, and presented him at
the council-table as a dehinquent, fromm whence he was
as soon committed to the Tower; where he ever since
hatl been kept close prisoner, and that with so strict a
hand, as his own beloved wife and myself, having some
time since urgent and unfeigned occasion to speak with
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him, about some private business of his family, and
hereupon making humble petition to the lords of your
majesties most honorable privy council, for the favour
of access, we were, to our great discomforts, denied it ;
by rcason, as their lordships were pleased to declare
unto us, that he had not satisfied your majesty fully in
some points ; which is so far from being his fault, as,
I dare say, it is the greatest part of his affliction, that
he sces himself debarred trom the means of doing it.
The lords commissioners that were appointed by your
majesty to examine hus offence, since the first week of
his imprisonment, have not done him the honour to be
with hin, by which means, not onely his body, but
(the most part of his mind) his humble intentions to
your majesty, are kept in restraint.  May it please,
therefore, your most excellent majesty, now at length,
after five months” imprisonment and extreme dwrance,
to ordain such expedition in this cause, as may stand
with your justice, and yet not avert your merey : cither
of them will serve our turns ; but that which is most
agreeable to your royal and gracious inclination will best
accomphish our desire. 7% live still in close prison is
all one as to be buried albwe 5 and for @ man that hath
any hope of salvation, it were better to pray for the day
of gudgment, thanw to he lenguashing e such wahing
mesery 7 yet not ours, but your majesties will be done.”

A subsequent passage of the petition runs thus ;=< I
(T say) 1t be not yet tune to have mercy, but that he
must still remnain within the walls of hondage, to erpiate
that which he did in these priviledged ones, my hope is,
that he will die at any tinc for your majesties serviee,
and will find patience to live any where for your ma-
Jjosties pleasure ; onely thus much let e beseech your
majesties grace, again and again, not to deny your
humble and most obedient suppliant, that you will, at
least, be pleased to mitigate the rigowr of his sufferings
so fur as to grant him the liberty of the Tower ; that
he may no longer groan under the burthen of those -
commodities which daily prejudice his health and for-
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tune, in a higher degree (1 believe) than either your
majesty knows or intends.”

No answer was returned by the king ; and under this
kind of restraint Pym and his friends were all, with one
exception !, kept close prisoners 2, until, as Roger Coke
states, the breaking of the Spanish match necessitated
the king to call another parliament. Such sufferings,
however, while they excite all the sympathies of the
heart and mind, are much too high for pity. *1I.had
rather,” said Pym 3 on more than one occasion, ““ I had
rather suffer for speaking the truth, than that the truth
should suffer for want of my speaking.” The prisons
of such men are the sanctuaries of philosophy and
patriotism.

The last parliament of James was summoned, and
Pym, having obtained his release, again sat for Calne.
The proceedings of this parliament have been followed
so minutely in the biography of Eliot4, that it is not
necessary to say more here than that Pym’s exertions,
during its continuance, were chiefly employed upon the
declaratory statute against monopolies, and against the
delinquencies of the lord treasurer Middlesex.

James died, and Charles ascended the throne. The
precise condition of affairs at this juncture has been

! This exception was in the case of Selden, who, though not a member
of the parhament, had been consulted by it, and given very decisive opi-
nions respecting questions of privilege. He was released 1 consequence
of the earnest intercession of the subtle lord keeper WiNiams, an extract
from whase letter on this subject addrexsed to Buckingham, supplies us
with one or two curious hints of character.  Now,” says our artful
bishop, “ poor Mr. Selden petitions your lordship’s mediation and favour.
He and the world take knowledge of that favour your lordship hath ever
afforded my motions ; and myself, without the ‘motion of any ; and so
drawceth me along to entreat for hun ; the which I do the more boldly,
because, by his letter enclosed, he hath absolutely,denied that ever he gave
the least approbation of that power of judicature lately usurped by the
house of commons My lord, the man hath excellent parts, which may be
l,ivwrt‘eri Jrom an affeetation of applause of wdle people, to do some gaod and
uscful service to hes majesty. e is but young, and it is the first ce
that cver he commdted against the king. 1 presume, therefore, to leave
him to your lordship’s mercy and charity " acket’s Scrinia Reeerata,
part.1 p 69, Doctor Hacket proceeds, after giving this letter, in hs cha-
ractenstic style : —  Theae «oft words mollified anger, and Mr Selden was
released by the next pacquet that came from the court in progress.

2 Detection, vol. i. p.

120,
3 See meecf\ on the journals of the last parliament of James ; also on
th‘e F%Mﬁm’ 1641.
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already placed before the reader ! ; and it will be only
necessary to remind him, that the bitter distrust
awakened in the English people towards their young
king, by the Earl of Bristol's exposure of the circum-
stances attending the breach of the Spanish treaties at
the close of the reign of James, was aggravated by
ostentatious and ill-timed indulgences granted to the
professors of the Roman Catholic religion, immediately
upon ('harles’s accession. Under the influence of these
feelings, the first parliament of the new reign met,
when Pym took his seat, for the first time, as member
for the borough of Tavistock, in Devonshire ; which he
represented, in all succeeding parliaments, till his death.

The first matter we find him engaged in here 2, was
the case of the king's chaplain, Doctor Montagu, which
may be very briefly explained. The then inseparable
connection, in the minds of the English people, between
popery and despotism, has been very frequently touched
on. The effect of the Reformation — the sense of
emancipated intellect which had naturally flowed from
it — had been such as to imbue men'’s minds, generally,
with the deepest sense of the paramount importance of
a pure system of religious ethics in matters of political
government. This sense struck still more decply into
the heart of England, when in every quarter of the
continent the Romish cause appeared as the cause of the
oppressor, while the protestant was that of the oppressed ;
and no where was a struggle for good government to be
seen, that had not instantly arrayed against it all the
powers and influences of the Roman Cetholic church.
If anything was wanting to strengthen a consequent
necessity, on the part of the men who now enjoyed the

\ Lafe of Ehot, p. 27. 29, . &

2 1 should mention, also, that Pym was a very active'member of the cele-
brated cornmittee known by the name of its chainnan, Mr serjcant Glan-
ville. This was that grand committee of privileges, whose report 15 still
referred to as an ermnent achievement of *° parliamentary reform.™
Advancing from their decisions on certain contested returns, they drew
out a general outline and system of the legal night of voting, and 1ssued
new wrils to several places, to three Buckinghamshire boroughs among
them, where the custom of rcturning members had fallen to dwsuse.
Hampden was also an active b this fa
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confidence of the great masses of the people, of a bitter
opposition to the doctrines of popery, it was furnished
by the conduct of those high church court divines who
were known to be most favourable to the despotic system
in politics. They made every effort to introduce, under
the cover of the Armimian tenets, a sort of bastard
popery into the church of England. Their desigm
was, plainly, to securc a safe retreat for absolute
monarchy, under a timely alliance of prerogative with
priesteraft and church power.

Foremost in support of this design was Montagu,
one of the king's chaplains ; and upon this divine Pym
fastened with inveterate purpose. Ie had republished,
on Charles’s accession, a hook which Archbishop Abbot
had censured, at the request of the house of commons,
in the preceding year.  Encouraged by Laud, he com-
posed also a defence of this book, called it an appeal to
Cesar, and inscribed it to Charles. llere he asserted
the Romish church to be a true church, resting on the
same authority and foundation as the English, and
differing from it only in some points of lesser import-~
ance ; defended the use of images; afirmed that the
saints had knowledge aud memory of hwmnan things,
and exercised peculiar patronage over certain places and
persons ;3 mamtamed the real presence 5 numbered
ordination among the sacraments ; and approved con-
fession and absolution, and the use of the sign of the
cross. In the same work, as a contrast to all this, much
bitterness was indulged against the puritans ; lecturing
and preaching were decried ; even the reading of the
Scriptures was alluded to with a sneer ; and, finally, by
way of gratifying the despotic propensities of the king,
a prerogative was clumed for him, founded on divine
fight, dnd paramount to the English laws. !

Py was the author of the report upon this hook
presented to the house of commons. Montagu was
ordered immediately after into the custody of the ser-

I See Montagu's worhs, entitled “ A new Gag tor an old Goose,” and
¢ Appello Crsarem.”
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jeant at arms, and brought, -for submission, before the
bar of the house. A vehement intercession was then
made for him by Laud, who so far betrayed himself, in
a letter to the duke of Buckingham, as to declare that
it was impossible to conceive how any civil government
could be supported, if the contrary of Montagu's doc-
trines were to be maintained ; and urged him to engage
the king to reclaim to himself the judgment of the
cause, as a branch of his prerogative.! Upon this
Charles interfered, but with no other effect than to
expose himself still more to the distrust of his people.
Notwithstanding his request that, since Montagu was
his servant, the punishment might be referred to him-
sclf, the priconer was obliged to give bail for his
appearance before the house when called on, in the
sum of 20007,

After the first ill-advised dissolution, and on the eve
of the issue of wnits for Charles’s secend parliament,
Rushworth tells us that “ Bishop Laud procured the
duke of Buckinghan to sound the king concerning the
cause, books, and tenets of doctor Richard Montagu ;
and understanding by what the duke colleeted, that the
king had determined within himself to Ieave him to a
tryal i parliament, he said, € I seem to see o clond
arising and threatening the church of England ; God for
Iy merey dissipnte it 1'%

But this parliament, guided by the energy and in-
tellect of Eliot, had higher game in hand ; and Pym
found himself, some few days after its assembling,
appomted one of the wecret managers of an impeach-
ment against the duke of Buckingham. 'This impeach-
ment has been already described at some length %, hut
one or two characteristic extracts from the specch with
which Pym presented the eleventh and twelfth articles’
to the judgment of the house of lords, will find a proper
place here,  Those articles, it will be recollected,
charged the duke with procuring titles of honour and

. , . -
A a1 Gl
? Ehot's Life, p. 58 — 48.
VOL. 11k n
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grants of land for poor and unworthy creatures of his
own, and also with embezzling the king’s money, and
securing to himself grants of crown property of enormous
value, on dishonest conditions, to the gross prejudice of
the crown no less than of the subject. !

I'ym began his task by observing, that ¢ want of
oratory ” would be no disadvantage to his cause, since
the “ proportion of matter” he had to deliver was such
that their lordships would not be likely to criticise his
< art or expression.” Having read the eleventh article,
he proceeded to point out the fatal consequences to the
well-being of the state no less than to the morals of the
subject, which must result from the continuance of such
practices as those of the duke. A grave, deliberative,
and weighty style will arrest the reader’s attention in
the extracts which follow ; and let him think what a
masterly and effective foil this must have been to the
quick and impassioned eloquence of Eliot.

“There are some laws,” he said, alluding to the
tampering of the duke with grants and honours,
““ peculiar, according to the temper of several states ;
but there are other laws that are co-essential and
co-natural with government, which being broken, all
things run unto confusion,— and such is that law, of
suppressing vice and encouraging virtue by apt punish-
ments and rewards. Whosocver moves the king to give
honour, which is a double reward, binds himself to
make good a double proportion of merit in that party
that is to receive it ; —the first of value and excellency,
the second of continuance. For as this honour lifts
them above others, so should they have virtue beyond
others. And as it is also perpetual, not ending with
their persous, but depending upon their posterity, —so

! Anthony Woad observes, * Pyin was a great enemy to the favounte of
king Charles 1 called George Villiers, duke of Buckingham, and very
active i aggiavating some of the articles that were put up agamnst him’;
viz. that he forced sir Richard Roberts, bart., knowing him to be rich, to
take the titte of lord Roberts of Truro upon him, and that 1n consider-
ation thereol to make him pay for it to him the said duke 10,0007 Farther
also, that he sold the office ot lord treasurer to the earl of Manchester for

20,0007, and the office of master of the wards to the earl of Middlesex for
GOUY., &C. &C." =~ Ath. Ox. VoL 1. p. 73,
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there ought to be, in the first root of this honour, some
such active merit to the commonwealth as may transmit
a vigorous exumple to their successors, to raise them to
an imitation of the like”” Waving, then, with great
dignity, any reflections * on thosc persons to whom this
article collaterally relates, since the tommands I have
received from the commons concern the duke of Buck-
ingham only,” the speaker proceeded to urge, from the
facts stated in the article itself, the heavy nature of the
grievance charged. < It is prejudicial,” he said, « first,
to the noble harons ; secondly, to the king, by disabling
him from rewarding extraordinary virtue ; thirdly, to
the kingdom, which comprehends all. It is prejudicial
to this high court of prers. 1 will not trouble your lord-
ships with recital, how ancient, how famous, this degree
of harons hath been in the western monarchies ; 1 will
only say, the baronage of KEngland hath upheld that
dignity, and doth conceive it in a greater height than
any other nation. The lords are great judges—a court
of the last resort ; they are great commanders of state,
not only for the present, but as law makers and coun-
sellors for the time to come ; and this, not by delegacy
and comnmission, but by birth and inheritance.  If any
be brought to be a member of this great body, who is
not qualified to the performance of such state functions, it
must needs prejudice the whole body ;—as a little water
put into a great vessel of wine, which, as it receives
spirits from the wine, so doth it leave therein some de-
grees of its own infirmities and coldness. It is prejudi-
ciul to the king. Not that it can disable him from
giving honour, for that is a power inseparable from the
crown ; but, by making honour ordinary, it becomes an
incompetent reward for extraordinary virtue. When
men are made noble, they are taken out of the press of
the common sort ; and how can it choose but fall in
estimation, when honour itself is made a press ? It is
prejudicial to the kingdom. Histories and records are full
of the great assistance which the crown has received from
the barons, on foreign and domestic occasions ; and not
D 2
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only by their own persons, but their retinue and tenants;
and therefore they are called by Bracton, Rosur Brrur.
How can the crown expect the like from those who have
no tenants, and are hardly able to maintain themselves ?
Besides, this is not all ; — for the prejudice goes not only
privatively from thence, in that they cannot give the
assistance they ought ; but positively, in that they have
been a greater hurden to the kingdom since, by the gifts
and pensions they have received, nay, they will even
stand in need to receive more for the future support of
their dignities.  This makes the duke’s offence greater,
that, in this weakness and consumption of the state, he
hath not heen content alone to consume the public trea-
sure, which is the blood and nourishment of the state,
but hath brought in others to help him in this work of
destruction ; and, that they might do it the more cagerly
by enlarging their honour, he hath likewise enlarged
their necessities and appetites.”  With several prece-
dents from carly reigns, clearly and forcibly urged to
the house. in proof that ¢ when men are ealled to ho-
nour, and have not livelihood to support it, it induceth
great poverty, and causcth briberies, extortions, em-
braceries, and maintenanee.” Pym concluded  his ¢ ag-
gravation " of this article.

He now desired the tweltth article to he read,
embodying various charges of embezzlement in various
ways, both of money and land ; and then, having
subdivided these charges into separate branches, he
presented cach to the attention of the house with such
popular clearness and brevity, and in such a natural
and lucid order, that what must otherwise have been
confused and unintelligible to all save those peers who
were thoroughly versed in the nicest distinctions of
property and technicalities of law, took, from the
style of Pym, a remarkable simplicity and plainness.
In speaking of the lands which the duke had pro-
cured, with unusual conditions of favour, from the
crown ; and urging the monstrous grievance, ¢ that in a
time of necessity, so much land should be conveyed to
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a private man ;" — the orator interposed thus: ¢ And
because the commons aim not at judgment only, but at
reformation, they wish that, when the king bestows any
lands for support of honours, those ancient cautions
might be revived, of annexing the land to the dignity
(lest, being wasted, the party returns to the crown for
a new support) ; by which provision the crown will
reap this benefit,—that as some |lands go out by new
grants, others will come in by extinet cntails.”  Ob-
serving next upon the unusual clauses inserted in these
grants for the duke, Pym directed their lordships’
attention more espectally to * the surrender of divers
parcels of those lands back to the king, after he had
held thom some years, and taking others from the king
in exchange.  Henee,” continued hey ¢ the best of the
king's lands, by this course, being passed away, the worst
remained upon his hand ; so that, having occasion to
raise money, such lands could not supply him. Oppor-
tunity was also hereby left to the duke to cut down
wouods, to enfranchise copyholders, to make long leases;
and yet, the old rent remaining still, the land might he
surrendered at the same value.  Whether this be done
I am uncertam, not having time to examme ; but 1
reconunend it to your lordships to inquire after it 5 and
the rather, for that the manor of Couphill, in Lincoln-
shire, was so dismembered, and by a surrender turned
back to the king.”  In the next branch of his subject,
a favourite style of embezzlement with Buckingham
was adimirably handled, — that of sclling the king's
lands, and causing tallis to be struck for the money
paid, as if it had really gone into the exchequer,
whereas 1t had notoriously been received by the duke.
* Dhvers parcels of Jand were sold and contracted for
by his own agents, and the money received to his own
use ; aud yet tallies struck as if the monies had come
into the exchequer.  This is to be proved by his own
officers, by the officers of the exchequer, and by the
tallies themselves, which tallies amount to 44,000L 5x.
Whence 1 observe, 1. That there ran one thread of
» 3
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falsehood towards the king, through all his dealings. 2.
That it was a device to prevent the wisdom of parlia-
ment, if it should be thought fit, from making a re-
sumption ; for, by these means, these grants seem to
have the face of a valuable consideration, whereas they
were free gifts. 3. If the title of these lands prove
questionable, yet, 1t appearing by record as if the king
had received the money. he was hound in honour to
make the estate good ; and yet the duke had the profit.”

Alluding afterwards to Buckingham’s gross practice of
procuring, under pretence of secret service, great sums
to he issued by privy seals to sundry of his creatures,
Pym thus, with earnest gravity, — in a speaker whose
style was less steady and deliberative it would have
passed for severity or passion, — hinted at the punish-
ment which such practices wnight require. ““ The quality
of the fault,” he said, <1 leave to your lordships. I
leave to your lordships the proportion of judgment in
which you will rate it; —whether to that crime, which,
in the civil law, is called erimen peculatus : — which was
when any man did unjustly turn to his own usc that
money, which was either saere, dedicated to God’s
service ; or religiosa, used about funcrals or momunents
of the dead ; or publica, as the business now in question
is, — the rather, because the public treasure was held in
the same reputation with that which was dedicated to
God and religion.  This offence — erimen peculatus —
by that law, was death and confiscation. Or whether
your lordships will think it to carry proportion with that
crime, which is called in the civil law, erimen fulsi : —
and is defined to be when any shall simulatione veri
swum compendinm, alieno  dispendio, fucere, viz. by
semblance of truth make gain to himself out of others’
losses ; which, in the case of a bondman, was death,
and, in the case of other men, was banishment and
confiscation, as the nature of the fact required. Or
whether your lordships will estecin it according to the
sentence of the starchamber ordinary, in cases of fraud:—
or according to the common law, which so much detests
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this dealing, which they term covin, as it doth vitiate or-
dinary and lawful actions. Or, lastly, whether your lord-
ships will estimate it according to the duke’s own judgment
in his own conscience. For direct actions are not afraid
to appear open-faced, but ill dealings desire to be masked
with subtilty and closeness. And therefore it were even
offence sufficient, were there no more than a cunning
concealing of what he reccived from the king : — since
that argues cither guilt of unthankfulness, in hiding his
master’s bourty ; guilt of unworthiness, as if he durst
not avow the receipt of that which he had not merited ;
or guilt from fear of punishment, by these inquisitions
into his actions which now are come to pass.”

One extract more, — in reference to the great dan-
ger that had been done to the state in the confusion
betwint the king’s cstate and Buckingham's, by the
duke’s practices of falsifying the records and entries, —
will illustrate the quarter from which Pym doubtless
derived his admirable habits of business and order.
“ By the wisdom of the law, in the constitution of the
exchequer, there be three guards set upon the king's
treasurer and acconipts.  The first is a legal fmpig-
noration, whereby the cstates, personal and real, of the
accomptants, are made liable to be sold for the satisfue-
tion of their debts,  The sceond 1s an act of controul-
wwent, that the king relies not upon the industry nor
sincerity of any one man ; but, it he fail in cither, it
may be discovered by the duty of some other officer,
sworn to take notice of it. The third is an evidence
and certainty ; not for the present time only, but of
perpetuity ; because the hing can neither reccive nor
pay any thing’but by record.  All these ways have heen
broken by the duke of Buckingham, both in the case
next before recited, and in these that follow, The
custom of the exchequer, my lords, is the law of the
kingdom, for as much as concerneth the revenue. Now
every breach of that law, by particular offence, is
punishable ; but such an oftence, as is the destruction of
the law itself, is of a far higher nature.”” Pym next

n 4



40 BRITISH STATESMEN,

alluded to “ two privy seals of release, — the one the
16th, the other the 20th Jac.,—concerning divers sums
secretly received to his majesty’s use, but by virtue of
these releases to be converted to the duke of Bucking-
ham’s own profit; the proof whereof is referred to
the privy seals themselves,” —and thus continued:
¢ Hence, my lords, appear the duke’s subtilties, by which
he used to wind himself into the possession of the king’s
money ; and to get that by cunning steps and degrees,
which, peradventure, he could not have obtained at
once. A good master will trust a good servant with a
greater sum than he would give him ; yet after, when it
is out of his possession, will be drawn the more easily
to release him from accounting for it, than to have made
it a free gift at first.”

Having gone through the various charges in detail,
Pym now presented to the house i one mass, the gross
amount in money and land absorbed from the public
estate by Buckingham, and afterwards summed up his
share of the great duty that had been assigned to him
by the house of commons, in this grave and deliberate
manuer. — *“ This is a great sum in itself, but much
greater by many circumstances, It you look upon :the
time past, never so much came into any one private
man’s hands out of the public purse. If you respect
the time present, the king had never so mueh want,
never so many occasions, foreign, important, and ex-
pensive.  The subjects have never given greater sup-
plies; and yet those supplies are unable to furnish
those expenses.  But as such circumstances make that
sum the greater, so there are other circumstances which
make the sum little, if it be compared with the in-
estimable gain the duke hath made by the sale of honours
and offices, and projects hurtful to the states both of
Eugland and Ireland ; or if it be compared with his
own profuseness, Witness, notwithstanding this gift,
his confession before both houses of parliament to be
indebted 100,000/, and above. If this be true, how can
we hope to satisfy his immense prodigality? if false, how
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can we hope to satisfy his covetousness 2 And, therefore,
no wonder the commons o earnestly desire to be de-
livered from such a grievance. I shall now produce
the precedents of your lordship’s predecessors. DPrece-
dents they are in kind ; but not in proportion ; for, in
that view,’ there are no precedents. The first is the
10th Rich. 11., which was in the complaint against
Michael de la Pole, carl of Suffolk, out of which [
shall take three articles. The first, that being chancellor
and sworn to the king's profit, he had purchased divers
lands from the king, more than he had deserved, and
at an under rate. ‘The second, that he had bought an
annuity of 50/. per annum, which grant was void ; and
yet he procured the king to make it good. The third,
whercas the master of St. Anthony's being a schismatic,
had forfeited his estate into the hing's hands, this carl
took it in farm at 20 marks the year; converting
the overplus, which was 1000 marks, to his own henefit,
which should have come to the king. The next preee-
dent js one of the 11th Rich. I1., out of the judgment
against Robert de Vere, and others, out of which I shall
take. two articles, the fifth and seventh,  The fifth was
for taking lands and manors annexed to the crown,
whereby they themselves were enriched, and the king
made poor. The seventh was intercepting the sub-
sidies granted for the defence of the kingdom. 'The
third precedent is 28 Ien. VI, in the parliament roll,
out of the complaint against William duke of Suffolk,
— to the effect that, being next and privatest of council
to the king, he had procured him to grant great posses~
sions to divers persons, whereby the king was much
impoverished ; the expense of his house unpaid ; wages,
the wardrobe, castles, navy debts, unsatisfied ; — and
so, by his subtile counsel and unprofitable labour, the
revenues of the crown, of the duchy of Lancaster, and
of other the king's inheritances, so diminished, and the
commons of the realm so extremely charged, that it was
near a final destruction : and, moreover, that the king’s
treasure was 5o mischievously diminished to himself, his
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friends, and well-wishers, that, for lack of money, no
armour nor ordnance could be provided in time.—These
precedents, my lords, the commons produce as precedents
in kind, but not in proportion ; and, since these great
persons were not brought to judgment upon these arti-
cles alone, you will observe this as a just conclusion.:—
that ravening upon the king’s estate is always accom-
panied with other great vices. All these considerations
I humbly submit to your lordships’ great wisdom ; and
conclude with hoping, that, as this great duke has so far
exceeded all others in his offences, he may not fall short
of them in punishment.” !

The result of this great movement against Bucking-
ham, the abrupt dissolution of the second parliament,
and the disastrous events that followed, have been suffi-
ciently placed before the reader. Pym was thrown
into prison, and only again released on his return to the
third parliament for Tavistock. In that memorable
third parliament, his exertions were only second to

1 Sce the Old Parhamentary Ilistory, vol vi. pp 123—159  The recent
cditors of the Parl Hist have entirely onntted this striking speech. I
cannot resist subjoining, i this note, a very remarkable list ot precedents
sumlar to those urged by Pym, which were furnished by sir Robert Cotton,
when sitting in the previous parhament at Oxtord  * 1 will tell you what
1 have tound, since this assembly at Oxtord, written by a reverend man,
twice viee-chaneellor of this place * his name was Gascoigu — 4 man that
saw the tragedy of De la Pole. He tells you that the revenues of the
crown were so rent away by ill counsel, that the hing was entorced to live
de tatlagus popul, and was grown n debt ?umqur centena mdlia Libra-
rum ; that s great favourite, i treating a foreign marnage, had lost his
master a foreign duchy ; that, to work his ends, ht had caused the king to
adjourn the parhament in vrllis et partibus yemotis regne, where tew penple,
propler defectum hospitu ct wictualuon, could attend, and by the shifthing
that assembly from place to place to enforce (I use the author’s own words)
ilos paucos qus remanchant de convnumtate regm concedere regr quamos
ﬂmuma. It was,” says he, i conclusion, “a speeding article against the

nshop of Winchester and his brother, 1n the time ot Edward 111., that
they engrossed the person of the kg from his other lords It wax not
forgotten against Gaveston and the Spencers i the time of Edward 11,
‘The unbappy mumisters of Richard 11, Heanry VI, and Fdward V1, felt
the weight, to their ruin, of the hike errors 1 hope we shall not complain
1 parhament again of such. I am glad we have neither just cause nor
undutiful dispositions to appoint the hing a council to redress those errors
in parhament, as those 42 Henry LIl We do not desire, as 5 Henry 1V,,
or £9 Henry VI, the removing from about the king anv evil counsellors.
‘Weda not request a choice by name, as 14 Edward 11, 3, 5, 11 Richard 11,
8 Henry 1V,, 51 Henry V1. ; nor to swear them pnrilament, as 35 EdA-
ward I., ) Edward 11, 5 R: chard 11 , or to hine them out their directions
of rule, 43 Henry 111, and 8 Henry V1. 'This sort of display of learning
has a wonderful significancy of meaning beneath it. See History 15.
from Macintosh, vol. v. o, 10—=11
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those of Eliot. With that great patriot and statesman,
indeed, Pym went hand in hand!; and his deference
to Eliot’s powers was only less admirable than the ex-
tent and capacity of his own.

When, after the first debate on grievances, in which
the member for Tavistock did not fail to distinguish
himself, the motion for granting five subsidies was
brought forward, in accordance with the noble plan of
operations determined upon by Eliot, and already fully
described in my account of his exertions; it was Pym
who urged most emphatically upon the house the ne-
cessity of the immediate grant. “ In business of
weight,” he said, “ dispatch is better than discourse.
We came not hither without all notives, that can be,
towards his majesty. We must add expedition to ex-
pedition ; let us forbear particulars. A man in a jour-
ney is hindered by asking too many questions. T'o give
speedily is that which the king calls for. ¢ A word spoken
in scason is like an apple of gold set in pictures of sil-
ver ;* and actions are more precious than words. Let
us hasten our resolutions to supply his majesty.” * Now
it might really have been upon such words as these,
spoken with a view to give effect to the noble and
temperate policy which was thought necessary for the
achicvement of the petition of right, that lord Claren-
don afterwards ventured ¥, in his indulgence of re.
vengeful spleen against the memory of Pym, to ground
his famous accusation that, at a particular time,
“Mr. Pyin made some overtures to provide for the
glory and splendour of the crown; in which he had
s0 ill success, that his interest and reputation visibly
abated.” The time named by the historian is, indeed,

! Pym was the only man in the house of commons who scemed to have
a perfect understanding with Ehot as to the course of his intentions
towards Buckingham, and, in prosec uting the matter in such a way a» 10
give the greatest possible eflect to Eliot’s policy, he showed himaelf master
of the sane large ulterior views. When the news of the arrest of Ehot
was carried to the house of commons, Pym was the only person present
who did not seem startled out of his self-possession. In the midst of tu-
multuous shouting and eries for instant adjournment, his voice was heard
counselling judgment and temper. See Journals, May 12 1626.

2 Parl Hust. vol. wii. p. 44,
. 3 Sce Hust. of Rebellion, vol. iv. p. 438.
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much later ; but the speech which has just been quoted
is about the best semblance of authority for such a charge
that can be found on the debates or journals of the house
of commons!; and it will scarcely be maintained that,
in the absence of such corroborative authority, lord
Clarendon’s assertion upon such a matter is entitled to
the smallest weight. 2
Certainly the court was soon fated to be undeceived,
if it had ever persuaded itself to construe these words
of the patriot leader into a shrinking or relenting from
the popular cause. Pym’s activity in searching every
possible quarter for precedents during the preparation
of the petition of rights, was marked and incessant ;
he was said, by sir Edward Coke, to have examined
every state paper in the manuscript collections at Lam-
beth.  Kqually indefatigable were his exertions during
the progress of that preat measure through the houses ;
and many of the wretched expedients © vainly resorted
to by Chales, day by day, and week by week, to elude
the purpose or weary out the perseverance of his oppo-
nents, were defeated by Pym’s address and courage.
When secretary Cooke carried down Charles's brief and
peremptory message to the house, dusiring to know
whether they would, or would not, rest upon his royal
word 4, it was Pym’s voice which broke the long silence
that followed the startling question.  He rose and said,
with consummate presence of mind, and admirable
temper, — “ We have his majesty’s coronation oath to
maintain the laws of England — what need we then to
take his word ?” and afterwards quictly proposed to
move “ whether we should take the king’s word or no ?”
Old Cooke upon this started from his seat with the in-
dignant question, — “ What would they say in forcign
- 1 have carcfully examined them all with this view; and may hcre
remark, that were Ito give only the names of the humberless commsttees of
which I’y was the leading'member through all the parhaments of Charles;
1 might fill halt this volume with such details alone  Hishabits of business

must have been wonderful indeed !

2 Set,: post, p. 152, —note. The specch there referred to is not upon the
journals.
3 They are all described in the Life of Eliot.

4 «“ Upon this there was silence for a good space.’”” — See Rushworth,
vol. i p. 533.; Parl. Hist. voL xvuu. p. 95.; Life of Ehot, p. 63.



JOHN PYM. 45

parts, if the people of England refused to trust their
king ?”—¢ Truly,” rejoined Pym quickly, « truly, Mr.
Speaker, I am just of the samc opinion I was —
namely, that the king’s oath is as powerful as his word.”
Eliot then came to the assistance of Pym, and the dis-
honest message was rejected.!  So, when the petition
of rights itself was sent down from the house of lords
with the addition of the saving clause proposed by
Williams, to the effect that they would leave cntire
the Soverriey Power with which his majesty was
trusted, for the protection, safety, and happiness of the
people,” Pym rose from his seat, and uttered these
remarkable words: — “ I am not able to speak to this
question. T know not what it is.  All our petition is
for the laws of Eungland, and this ¢ power’ seems to be
another distinct power from the power of the law. |
know how to add sovereign to the king’s person, hut
not to his power. We cannot “leave’ to hun a sovereign
power, for we never were possessed of it.” 2 The issue
has been fully described.

Great as Pym’s exertions were, however, during the
progress of the petition of right, we do not find that
they in any way served to abate his attendance on the
various religious committees of this famous session, at
all of which he sat as chairman.  An ingenious admirer
of Charles 1. has, in allusion to this, observed:—
¢ The profound politicians among the patriots, as Pym
and ITampden, now allied themsclves to the religionists.
The factions at first amalgamated, for cach seemed to
assist the other, and, while the contest was doubtful,
their zeal, as their labours, was in common. Religion,
under the most religious of monarchs, was the ostensible
motive by which the patriots moved the people. When
on one occasion it was observed, that the affairs of re-
ligion seemed not so desperate that they should wholly
engross their days, Pym replied, that they must not
abate their ardour for the true religion, that being the
most certain end to obtain their purpose and maintain

! Sloane MSS. 4177. 2 Parl. Hist. vol. viil. p. 118
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their influence.”! This is not correctly stated ; since
no such alliance, except in so far as the objects of both
parties could not be kept apart, was at this time formed.
Pym was never, at any period of his life, a noncon-
formist ; he died, as he had lived, in the discipline no
less than in the faith of the pure English church, “a
faithful son of the protestant religion.” 2 It is true that
he was the means of exacting from the country party in
the house of commons a greater attention than they had
before been used to pay to matters of religious faith and
doctrine ; but with what aim ?—not, most surely, to
inflame the religious passions of the people, or to
strengthen any set of dissenters from the church, but
to assault, through the sides of court-divines, the
strongest holds of absolute power. The sect of the
puritans was not increased by Pym’s exertions. It was
the good work of Laud, and of such as Laud, to enlist
upon their side the deepest sympathics of even the most
sober sections of the English people; who thought it
hard indeed that vast numbers of high-minded, indus-
trious, and conscientious men, firmly attached to the
laws of England, should be driven from their native
soil, or harassed in property and estate, or mutilated in
person, only for scrupling to comply with a few indif-
ferent ceremonies that had no relation to the favour
of God, or to the practice of virtue. Laud puritanized
England.  Pym’s sharc in the work, as well as his ge-
neral principle of parliamentary interference in religious
affairs, will be best explained by his speech in the case
of doctor Mainwaring.

While the house of commong were deliberating, in
distrust and rescntment, on the king’s first answer to
the petition of right, which had just been presented to
them, Pym seized the occasion of carrying up to the
house of lords a ¢ declaration ” against Mainwaring.
During the last interval of parliament ; this divine, one
of the royal chaplains, had rendered himself notorious

1 Q‘ls‘rnell'- Commentaries on the Lite of Charles the First, vol. hii.

. Q06—
2 His own words See Rushworth's Collections, vol. v, p. 377.
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by the slavish doctrines of his sermons. In obedience
to Laud’s instructions! to the clergy to “ preach the
loan,” he had delivered two infamously servile dis-
courses, with a view to show that the king could make
laws and do whatsoever pleased him ; that he was not
bound by any pre-existing law respecting the rights of
the subject; and that his sole will in imposing taxes
without the consent of parliament, obliged the subjects’
conscience, on pain of eternal damnation.”? One ex-
tract from these effusions will show their style and
character. < Of all relations, the first and original is
between the Crector and the creatures; the next between
husbaud and wife ; the third between parents and
children ; the fourth between lord and servants ; from
all which forenamed respects there doth arise that most
high. sacred, and transcendant relation between king
and subjeet.”

Ou Wednesday, the 4th of June, Pym presented
himself to the lords, as the accuser of Mainwaring. He
began by saying, that he should speak to this cause with
more confidence, because he saw nothing to discourage
him. “ If I consider the matter,” he continued, ¢ the
offences are of a high nature, and of easy proof ; if I
consider your lordships, who are the judges,— your own
interest, your own honour, the examples of your an-
cestors,; the care of your posterity, all will be advocates
with me in this cause, on the behalt of the common-

! These nstructions commenced thus. They were drawn up by Laud in
the namie of the king . —** We have observed. that the church and the
state are +o nearly united and kmit together, that, though they may scem
two bodics, yet, indeed, 1n some relation they may be accounted but as one,
masmuch a8 they are both made up of the same men, which are differenced
only m relation to spiritual or civil ends. L his nearness makes the church
calin the help of the state to succour and support her, whensoever she 18
pressed beyond her strength.  And the saine nearness makes the state call
1 for the service of the church, both to teach that duty which her mem-
bers know not, and to exhort them to, and encourage them in, that duty
which tney know It is not long since we ordered the state to serve the
church, and, by a timely proclamation, settled the peace of it ; and now
the state lonks tor the like assistance from the church, that she and all her
ministers may serse God and us by preaching peace and umity at home,
that 1t may be the better able to resist foreign force uniiting and multiplying
agamst 1it.”” W ho can doubt the design 8o plainly intimated 1n this passage,
of a crusade of church and state against the people’s libertics >

2 Whtlocke’s Memorials, p. 8—10.
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wealth. And when I consider the king our sovereign—
the pretence of whose service and prerogative might,
pexchance, be sought unto as a defence and shelter for
this delinquent — I cannot but remember that part of
the king’s answer to the petition of right of both houses,
¢ that his majesty held himself hound in conscience to
preserve their liberties,” which this man would persuade
him to impeach. Nor, my lords, can I but remember
his majesty’s love to piety and justice, manifested upon
all ocaasions ; and I know ILove to be the root and spring
of all other passions and affections. A man therefore
hates, breanse he sees somewhat, in that which he hates,
contrary to that which he loves ; a man therefore is
angry, because he sees somewhat in that wherewith he ix
angry, that gives impediment and interruption to the
accomplishment of that which he loves.) If this be so, by
the samne act of apprchension, by which I belicve his
majesty’s love to piety and justice, I must needs helieve
his hate and detestation of this man, who went about
to withdraw him from the exercise ot both.”

After this very striking commencement, P’ym pro-
ceeded to that which he said was the task enjoined him;
— *“T'o make good every clause of that which had been
read unto them; which, that he might the more clearly
perform, he proposed to observe that order of parts, into
which the said declaration was naturally dissolved. — 1.

' Mr. Browning has worked upon the same noble thought in his poem : —

¢ & & « Al Jove renders wise

Tn its degree, from love which blends with love —
HHeart answening heart — to that which spends itsel€
In silent mad wdolatry of some
Pre eminent mortal —some great soul of souls —
\\ hich ne'er will know how well it 15 adored !

* Love s never blind, but rather
Ah\e to every the minutest qmt v
‘That mars 1its objert, and which hate (supposed
So vngllnnt and amrc hmg} dreams not of.

Trust me,
1€ there be fnemln who sech to work our hurt,
To run and drag down carth’s mightiest spints,
Lven at God’s foot, 't will be from such as love —
Their zeal will uather most to serve their cause,
— And least from those who hate.”
Paracelsus, part 3.
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Of the preamble. 2. The body of the charge. 3. The
conclusion, or prayer of the commons. i

« The preamble consisted altogether of recital, — first,
of the inducements upon which the commons undertook
this complaint ; second, of those laws and liberties
against which the offence was committed ; third, of the
violation of those laws which have relation to that
offence. Now,” he continued, ¢ from the connection of
all theee recitals, it was to be observed that there did
result three positions, which he was to maintain as the
ground-work and foundation of the whole cause. The
first, that the form of government, in any state, could
not be altered without apparent danger of ruin to that
state. The second, that the law of England, whereby the
subject is exempted from taxes and loans not granted
by common consent of parlinment, was not introduced
by any statute, or by any charter or sanction of princes;
but was the ancient and fundamental law, issuing from
the first frame and constitution of the kingdom. The
third, that this liberty of the subject is not only most
convenient and profitable for the pcople, but most
honourable and necessary for the king ; yea, in that very
point of supply, for which it was endeavoured to be
broken.

« As for the first position — the best form of govern-
ment is that which doth actuate and dispose every part
and member of a state to the common good ; and as
those parts give strength and ornament to the whole,
so they reccive from it again strength and protection in
their several stations and degrees.  If this mutual
relation and intercourse he broken, the whole frame will
quickly be dissolved, and fall in pieces; for whilst,
insteadeof this concord-and interchange of support, one
part seeks to uphold the old form of government, and
the other part to introduce a new, they will miserably
consume and devour one another. Histories are full of
the calamities of whole states and nations in such cases.
But it is equally true that time must needs bring about
some alterations, and every alteration is a step and degree

YOL. 1L L
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towards a dissolution: those things only are eternal
which are constant and uniform. Therefore it is observed
by,the best writers on this subject, that those common-
wealths have been most durable and perpetual which have
often reformed and recomposed themselves according to
their first institution and ordinance ; for, by this means,
they repair the breaches, and counterwork the ordinary
and natural effects of time,

““The second is as manifest. There are plain footsteps
of those laws in the government of the Saxons: they
were of that vigowr and force as to overlive the Conquest ;
nay, to gire hounds and limits to the Conqueror ; whose
victory only gave him hope, but the assurance and pos-
session of the crown he obtained by composition ; in
which he bound himself to observe these and the other
ancient laws and liberties of the kingdom, and which
afterwards he likewise confirmed by oath at his corona-
tion ; and from him the said obligation descended to his
successors. It is true they have been often broken,
and they have been often confirmed by charters of
kings, and by acts of parliaments; but the petitions
of the subjeets, upon which those charters and acts were
founded, were cver Prririons or Rienr, demanding
their ancient and due liberties, not suwing for any new.

“To clear the third position may scem to some men
more a paradox,— that those liberties of the subject
should be so convenient and profitable to the people, and
yet most necessary for the supply of his majesty. But
surely,” he said, ““if those liberties werc taken away,
there would remain no more industry, no more justice, no
more courage ; for who will contend, who will endanger
himself, for that which is not his own? And yet,” he
added, “he would not insist upon any of those points,
nor upon others equally important ; but only observe,
that if those liberties were taken away, there would
remain no means for the subjects, by any act of bounty
or benevolence, to ingratiate themselves with their
sovereign.”  And, in reference to this point, he desired
their lordships to remember what profitable prerogatives
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the laws had at various times appointed for the support
of sovereignty ; as wardships, treasures-trouve, felons’
goods, fines, amercements, and other issues of courts,
wrecks, escheats, and many more, too long to be enu-
merated ; which, for the most part, are now, by charters
and grants of several princes, dispersed into the hands
of private persons; and that, besides the ancient de-
mesnes of the crown of England, William the Conqueror
did annex to the crown, for the better maintenance of
his estate, great proportions of those lands which were
confiscate from those English who persisted to with-
stand him; of which, notwithstanding, very few remain
at this day in the king’s possession ; yet also, since that
time, the revenue of the crown hath been supplied and
augmented by attainders and other casualties ; and, in
the age of our fathers, by the dissolution of monasteries
and chantries, of which near a third part of the whole
land came into the king’s possession.” He remembered
further, that constant and profitable grant of the subjects
in the act of tonnage and poundage. ““But of what avail,”
he added, “ have all these grants and prerogatives been ?
They were now so alicnated, anticipated, or overcharged
with annuities and assignments, that no means were
left for the pressing and important occasions of the time
but one, and that one the voluntary and free gift of
the subjects m parliament. It is that which is now
assailed; but trust me, my lords,” Pym exclaimed, “ the
hearts of the people, and their bounty in parliament, are
the only constant tressure and revenue of the crown,
which cannot be exhausted, alienated, anticiputed, or
otherwise charged and encumbered !”

There is nothing more remnarkable in the speeches of
Pym than what may be emphatically termed their wis-
dom. This will have frequent and abundant illustra-
tion in the course of this memoir. Never, in the most
excited moments of even his latter life, did he scem
other than far removed above the idle clamours of
party, and the little views of the * ignorant present ;”
while with this he could combine, at will, the most im-

E 2
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mediate and most practical resources of the orator.
For the wisdom I have spoken of was, as it always is
with the greatest men, a junction of the plain and prac-
tical with the profound and contemplative ; to such an
extent, however, in his case, and in such perfection, as
may not be equalled in that of any other speaker of an-
cient or modern time, with the single exception of
Burke. Hence his speeches were not simply a pre-
sent achievement of the matters he had in hand, but
a grand appeal, on their behalf, to the enlightened judg-
ment of the future ; and the presenting the more pro-
minent passages of them thus, for the first time, to
the attention and admiration of his fellow-countrymen,
is no less to discharge a very tardy act of justice to his
memory, than to furnish the most striking, and, as it
were, living wmaterials, for a judgment on the great
times in which he lived.

After a farther homiletic subdivision of his subject,
a practice of which he was extremely fond, and which
gave a certain weight and scholastic formality to the
commonest point he touched on, Pym procecded at
great length through the sccond grand division of his
speech, step by step ; to ““show the state of the case
as it stood both in the charge and the proof ;” to “take
away the pretensions of wmitigation and limitation of
his opinions urged by the Doctor in defence ;” to “ ob-
serve circumstances of aggravation ;” and * to propound
some precedents of former times ; wherein, though he
could not match the offence now in question, yet he
should produce such as should sufficiently declare how
forward our ancestors would have been in the prose-
cution and condemning of such offences, if they had
been then committed.”  The materials of the charge,
he observed, were contrived into three distinct articles,
The first of these comprehended two clauses. ¢ First,
That his majesty is not bound to keep and observe
the good laws and customs of the realm, concerning
the right and liberty of the subject to be exempted
from all loans, taxes, and other aids laid upon them



JOHN PYM. 58

without common consent in parliament. Second,
That his majesty’s will and command, in imposing
any charges upon his subjects without such consent,
doth so far bind them in their consciences that they
cannot refuse the same without peril of eternal damnna-
tion!” Two kinds of proof were produced upon this
article. “ The first was from assertions of the Doctor’s,
concerning the power of kings in general ; but, by
necessary consequence, to be applied to the kings of
England. The next was from his Censures and Deter-
minations upon the particular case of the late loan ;
which, by necessity and parity of reason, were likewise
applicable to all cases of a like nature.  And lest, by
frailty of nature, he might inistake the words, or
invert the sense, he desired leave to resort to a paper,
wherein the places were carcfully extracted out of the
book itself.”

And then he read each particular clause, pointing
to the page for proof, and afterwards proceeded and
said : — that from this evidence of the fact doth issuc
a clear evidence of his wicked intention to misguide
and seduce the king’s conscience, touching the observ-
ations of the laws and liberties of the kingdom ; and
to scandalize and impeach the good laws and govern-
ment of the realm, and the authority of parliaments,
“ Now, my lords,” continued Mr, Pym, “if to give the
king ill counsel in one particular ‘action hath hereto-
fore been heavily punished in this high court, how
much more heinous must it needs be thought to pervert
and seduce, by ill counsel, his majesty’s conscience —
that sovereign principle of all moral actions in nan,
from which they are to reccive warrant for their di-
rection hefore they be acted, and judgment for their
reformation afterwards! If scandalum magnatum —
slander and infamy cast upon great lords and officers
of the kingdom — has been always most severely cen-
sured, how much more tender ought we to be of that
slander and infamy which is here cast upon the lnws
and government, from whence are derived all the honour

k3



54 BRITISH STATESMEN.

and reverence due to those great -lords and magistrates !
All men, my lords, and so the greatest and highest ma-
gistrates, are subject to passions and partialities, whereby
they may be transported into over-hard injurious
crosses ; and though these considerations can never
justify, they may sometimes excuse, the railing and evil
speeches of men who have been so provoked ; it being
a true rule, that whatsoever gives strength and in-
forcement to the temptation in any sin, doth neces-
sarily imply an abatement and diminution of guilt in
that sin. But to slander and disgrace the laws and
government, is without possibility of any such excuse ;
it being a simple act of a malignant will, not induced
nor excited by any outward provocation ; for the laws
carrying an equal and coustant respect to all, ought to
be reverenced equally by all.”  And thus he derived the
the proofs and enforcements upon the first article of
the charge.

In the same strain of grave and lofty cloquence Pym
urged the second and third articles of the impeachment,
and then observed, with conclusive effect, upon Main-
waring’s attempted limitations of his doctrines.  The
Doctor had pleaded, for instance, among other things,
that < he did not attribute to the king anv such abso-
lute power as might be exercised at all times, or upon
all occasions, but only upon necessity extreme and
urgent ;" and to this Pym answered: “That it is all
one to leave the power absolute, and to leave the judg-
ment arbitrary when to execute that power; for,
although these limitations should be admitted, yet it is
left to the king alone to determine what1s an urgent and
pressing necessity, and what is a just proportion,
both in respect of the ability and of the use anil occa-
sion ; and what shall be said to be a circumstance, and
what the substance, of the law. Thus the subject is
left without remedy; and, the legal bounds being
taken away, no private person shall be allowed to
oppose his own particular opinion, in any of these
points, to the king’s resolution ; so that all these limit-



. JOHN PY)I. 55

ations, though &, wious in shew, are in effect fruitless
and vain.”

Having answered, in the same easy strain, all Main-
waring’s flimsy defence, he now took up some “ circum-
stances of aggravation,” and presented them to the lords.
The remark he makes on the fact of some of these
sermons having been preached before the king and
court at Whitchall,” is very singular and significant.

“ The first,” he said, alluding to the circumstances
of aggravation, “was from the place where these
sermons were preached — the court, the king’s own
family, where such doctrine was before so well believed
that no man need to be converted.  Of this there could
be no end, but either simoniacal, by flattery and
soothing to make way for his own preferment ; or clse
extremely malicious, to add new afflictions to those who
lay under his majesty’s wrath, disgraced and imprisoned,
and thusto enlarge the wound which had been given to the
laws and liberties of the kingdom. 'T'he second was fromn
the consideration of his holy function. e is a preacher
of God’s word ; and yet he had, endeavoured to make
that, which was the only rule of justice and goodness,
to be the warrant for violence and oppression.  He is a
messenger of peace ; but he had endeavoured to sow
strife and dissension, not only among private persons, but
even hetwixt the king and his people, to the disturbance
and danger of the whole state, e is a spiritual father ;
but, like that evil father in the gospel, he hath given
his children stones instead of bread ; instead of flesh
he hath given them scorpions. Lastly, he is a minister
of the church of England, but he hath acted the part
of a Romish jesuit: they labour our destruction, by
dissolving the oath of allegiance taken by the people;
he doth the same work, by dissolving the oath of pro-
tection and justice taken by the king.”

With the same eloquent holdness he next observed,
as a circumstance of aggravation, that the authors quoted
by Mainwaring in support of his doctrines were ¢ for
the most part friars and jesuits ;" and, worse than this,

E %
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that he had been guilty of ““fraud and shifting in
citing even those authors to purposes guite different
from their own meanings.” In this portion of his great
task, Pym gave some memorable illustrations of the.
labour and learning he had applied to it ; only one very
short specimen of which may be given here. “ In the
twenty-seventh page of his first sermon,” Mr. Pym con-
tinued, “he cites these words, Suarez de Legibus, lib. v.
cap. 17.: Acceptationem populi non esse conditionem neces-
sariam, ex vi juris naturalis aut gentivm, neque ex jure
communi. Now the jesuit adds, Neque ex antiquo jure
Hispanice, which words are left out by the Doctor, lest
the reader might be invited to inquire what was anti-
quum jus Hispanice ; though it might have been learned
from the same author, in another place of that work,
that about two hundred years since this liberty was
granted to the people by one of the kings, that no tribute
should be imposed without their consent ; — and this
author adds further, that after the law is introduced, and
confirmed by customn, the king is bouud to observe it.”
From this place Pym tock occasion to make this
short digression.  Lhat the hings of Spain, being power-
SJul and wise princes, would never have parted with such
a mark of absolute royalty if they had not found in this
course more advantage than in the other ; and the success
and prosperity of that kingdom, through the valowr and
industry of the Spanish nation, so much advanced since
that time, do manifest the wisdom of the change”” 1t
would be scarcely possible to illustrate I’ym’s courage
and high-minded indifference to popular prejudice
better than by these fcw words in praise of the Spanish
nation, at that time the object of universal execration
with the English people.

Asa concluding point of aggravation, Pym now men-
tioned the circumstance of Mainwaring’s having repeated,
“in his own parish church of St. Giles,” the very
offensive doctrines originally charged against him, ““even
since the sitting of parliament and his being questioned
in parliament ;” and then < desired the lords that this
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-circumstance might be carefully considered, because the

commons held it to be a great contempt offered to the
parliament, for him to maintain that so publickly which
was here questioned. A great presumption, they held
it, for a private divine to debate the right and power
of the king; which is 2 matter of such a nature as to
be handled only in this high court, and that with mo-
deration and tenderness.”

Pym now, in conclusion, produced some such pre-
cedents as might testify what the opinion of our ancestors
would have been, if this case had fallen out in their time;
and herein, he said, “ he would confine himnself to the
reigns of the first three Kdwards, two of them princes of
great glory:” he began with the eldest.—West. I. cap. 34.
“ By this statute, 3 Edw. 1., provision was made against
those who should tell any false news or device, by which
any discord or scandal may arise betwixt the king, his
people, and great men of the kingdom. By 27 Ed-
ward L. (Rot. Parl, n, 20.) it was declared by the king’s
proclamation, sent into all the countics of England, that
they that reported that he would not observe the great
charter were nalicious people ; who desired to put
trouble and debate betwiat the king and his subjects,
and to disturb the peace and good estate of the king,
the people, and the realn, In 5 Edward 11 (Inter ne-
vas Ordinationes), Henry de Beamond, for giving the
king ill counsel against his oath, was put from the
council, and restrained from coming into the presence
of the king under pain of confiscation and hanishinent.
By 19 Edward I1. (Clause, Mem. 26. indors.), commis-
sions were granted to inquire upon the statute of West. I.
touching the spreading of news, whereby discord and
scandal ight grow betwixt the king and his people.
In 10 Edw. I11. (Clause, M. 26.) proclamation went out
to arrest all of those who had presumed to report that
the king would lay upon the woods certain sums, besides
the ancient and due customs; where the king calls
these reports exquisita mendacia, &c. que non tantum
in publicam lasionem, sed in nostrum cedunt damnuin,
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et dedecus manifestum.’ In 12 Edward I11. (Rot. Al-
manie), the king writes to the archbishop of Canterbury,
excusing himself for some impositions which he had
laid, professing his great sorrow for it; desires the
archbishop, by indulgences and other ways, to stir up
the people to pray for him; hoping that God would en-
able him, by some satisfactory benefit, to make amends,
and comfort his subjects for those pressures.” Having
added to these temporal precedents one or two ‘from
ecclesiastical records, Pym presented to their lordships
the following result to be collected from them: —¢ If
former parliaments were careful of false rumours and
news, they would have been much more tender of such
doctrines as these, which might produce great occasions
of discord betwixt the king and his people. 1f those
who reported the king would lay impositions and break
his laws, were thought such heinous offenders, how
much more should the man be condemned who per.
suaded the king he is not bound to keep those laws!
If that great king Xdward was so far from challenging
any right in this kind, that he professed his own sorrow
and repentance for grieving his subjects with unlawful
charges — if confessors were enjoined to frame the con-
science of the people to the observances of these laws,—
certainly such doctrines as those of Mainwaring, and
such a preacher as this, would have been held rhost
strange and abominable in all those great times of
England !

Then, having recited the prayer of the commons, de-
siring Mainwaring to be brought to cxamination and
judgment, Pym concluded —¢ That seeing the cause
had strength enough to maintain itself, his humble suit
to their lordships was, that they would not observe his
infirmities and defects, to the diminution or prejudice of
that strength.!”

Laud trembled at the effects of this speech, and even
expressed to the king his alarin for an impeachment

! T have collected this speech from various documents; but a fair report
will be found 1 the Old Parhamentary History, vol. ni. pp. 171—189.
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against himself ; but Charles told him to be under no
uneasiness, till he saw him forsake his other friends. !
Yet even Charles winced from an open defiance of the
manifest feeling excited by Pym, and for a time pre-
tended to yield up Mainwaring to the judgment of par-
liament. “ Truly,” says Sanderson 2, < I remember the
king’s answer to all,—he that will preach other than he
can prove, let him suffer; 1 give them no thanks to
give me my due;’ and so, being a parliament business,
he (Mainwaring) was left by the king and church to
their sentence.” Immediately after the passing of the
petition of right, that sentence was pronounced by the
upper house ; and, in spite of Mainwaring’s tears and
affected pemtence, to say nothing of his impudent hypo-
crisy, he was condemned to-imprisommnent during the
pleasure of parliament ; to be fined a thousand pounds
to the king ; to make a submission, both in writing and
personally, at the bar of the house, and also at the bar
of the commons; to he suspended from the ministry
for three years ; and to be incapable of ever holding an
ecclesiastical dignity or secular office, or of preaching
at court. Lastly, the peers ordered his sermons to be
burnt.®  “ A heavy sentence, 1 confess,” observes
HeylinY, “but such as did rather affright than hurt
him. For his majesty looking on him in that conjuncture
us one that suffered in his cause, preferred him first to
the parsonage of Stamford-Rivers in Kssex (void not
long after by the promotion of Moutagu to the see of
Chichester), afterwards to the deanery of Worcester,
and, finally, to the bishopric of St. David's. This wa
indeed the way to have his majesty well served, but such
as created him some ill thoughts towards the commons
for his majestie’s indulgence to him.”

These disgraceful promotions, strengthened by the
translation of Laud himself to the see of London, took
place during the prorogation of parliament, and the

! Hevin's Lafe of Laud, p 171 See also Laud’s D,
2 Jafe ot Charles the r.;.? plllﬁ. o Tnadie Dy

3 Parl Hist. vol viin. p 151, &c.  Rushworth, vol. 1. p. 585—5u.
2 Lafe of Laud, p. 180, » YO BT
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feelings with which the commons reassembled in con-
sequence have already been described.! Pym took an
active part in their debates on the spread of Arminianism,
and spoke with bitterness of the recent promotions.
« Who,"” he asked, * could pretend to ignorance of the
articles of the true protestant religion? Had they not
been settled by the articles set forth in 1552 ; by the
catechism set forth in king Edward the Sixth's days;
by the writings of Peter Martyr, Martin Bucer, Wick-
cliffe, and others ; by the constant profession secaled by
the blood of so many martyrs, as Cranmer, Ridley, and
others; by the thirty-nine articles set forth in queen
Elizabeth's time ; and by the articleg set forth at Lam-
beth as the doctrine of the church of England, which
king James sent to Dort and to Ireland as the truth
professed here?  Lastly, had they not been set forth by
his majesty’s own declaration and proclamation to main-
tain unity in the settled religion?  Yet these are now
perverted and abused, to the ruin and subversion of
religion ! Consider the preferments which such have
received since the last parliament who have heretofore
taught contrary to the truth!  Then consider again for
what overt acts these inen have been countenanced and
advanced ! what pardons they have had for false doc-
trines! what manner of preaching hath been lately
before the king's majesty ! what suppression of books
that have been written against their doctrines, and what
permitting of such books as have been written for
them !’ Subscquently Py propounded certain remedial
measures, which he urged it to be the duty of the par-
liament in general, and of each Christian in particular,
to follow. “For,” he continued, * howsoever it is alleged
that the parliament are not judges in matters of fuith,
yet ought they to know the established and Sundamental
truths, and the contrary to them?; for parliaments

1 Life of Eliot, p. 87—89, A

2 In Atkin’ Life of Charles, and also in the history from Marintosh, the
following words are attnibuted to Pym in this debate : —*¢ It belongs to par-
liament to establish true religion and to punish talse.” But the passage
m the text 18 the onginal trom which that truly sweeping apophthegm of
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have confirmed acts of general councils, which have
not been received until they have been so author-
ized ; and parliaments have enacted laws for trial of
heretics by juries. The parliament punished the earl
of Essex for countenancing of heretics ; and there is
no court can meet with these mischiefs, but the court
of parliament. The convocation cannot, because it is
but a provincial synod, only of the jurisdiction of
Canterbury, and the power thereof is not adequate to
the whole kingdom ; while the convocation of York
may, perhaps, not agree with that of Canterbury.
The high commission cannot ; for it hath its authority
derived from parliament, and the derivative cannot pre-
judice the original. It is, in short, reserved for the
judgment of the parliament, that being the judgment
of the king and of the three estates of the kingdom.” !
The result of these debates was the famous vow or
declaration 2 respecting religion, which, as Carte takes
upon himself to inform us, “Mr. Pym, having the
more time to take carc of other people’s religion be-
cause he had very little of his own, drew up, and pre-
sented to the house.”  This was the last great act of
that most celebrated parliament, in which Pym had
achieved for himself, almost equally with Eliot, the
pursuing hatred of the court.  Fortunately, however,
he was not an actor in the stormy and tempestuous
ceene of its dissolution, and therefore escaped that

parl'amentary supremacy and persecution has been taken; and, it is
searcely necessary to add,1it does not by anv means authorse auch a violent
and absurd construction, I had before observed (Lite of Rhot, p 9 ) that
Rushworth’s reports of this session are very incorrect, and the words
question are taken from Rushworth. But for the correct speech see Old
Parl 1hiat vol vin p 962253,

1 Oliver Cromwell’s first reported 8 h in parhament was made on this
occaaon, and 1 worth subjoming e said, *“that he heard by relation
from one Dr Beard, that Dr Alablaster had preached flat popery at
St. Paul's Cross; and that the tishop of Winchester (Dr, Neile) com-
manded him, as he was his diocesan, he should preach nothing to the cou-
trarv  He said. that Manwaring, so justly censured for his sermons in this
house, was, bv this bishop’s means, preferred to 2 rich hving  If these are
steps to church preferments, what may we not expect ¥

2 See the Life of Eliot, p 94

3 Carte, History, vol iv p. 200.
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vengeance by which the popular cause lost so formi-
dable a champion, and himself so dear a friend.

But another friend had fallen from his side some few
months before, alienated by a worse stroke, in the thought
of Pym, than that of imprisonment or death. Sir
Thomas Wentworth had gone over to the court; and
Pym, who is described to have been the only one of
the leading popular men, besides Hollis, really intimate
with Wentworth, is said to have felt this desertion with
singular acuteness. Vainly imagining that

“ Mutual league,

Umited thoughts aud counsels, equal hope,

And hazard 1 the glorious enterprise,”
had joined them inseparably, it was probably Pym
who, whenever Eliot impugned the trustworthiness of
Wentworth, pledged his own faith for him, and so in-
creased, for himsclf, the bitterness of the present
desertion.  Feeling, therefore, in all its force, the
truth of one of his own favourite thoughts, hatred now
sprang into the place of his former love. The anec-
dote which dates the first terrible dawning of the
change, rests on the cautious authority of doctor Wel-
wood. I ““ There had been a long and intimate friend-
ship,” he says, ‘“between Mr. Pym and sir Thomas
Wentworth, and they had gone hand and hand in the
House of Commons. But when sir ‘Thomas Went-
worth was upon making his peace with the court, he
sent to Pym to meet him alone at Greenwich ; where
he began in a set speech to sound Mr. Pym about the
dangers they were like to run by the courses they were
in, and what advantages they might have if they
would but listen to some ofters which would probably
be nade themn from the court. Pym, understanding his
drift, stopped him short with this expression, ¢ You
need not use all this art to tcll me that you have a
mind to leave us: but remember what I tell you.
You are going to be undone. And remember also, that
though you leave us now, I will never leave you while

! See Memonals of English Affuirs, p. 46, 47.
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XA

your head is upon your shoulders
word.

The desperate course of government by prerogative
now began. Charles, while disrobing himself on the
day of the parliament’s dissolution, passionately vowed
that he would mnever put on those robes again ; and,
not content with a violent declaration of his reasons for
the dissolution, issued a proclamation which forbade
even the word parliament to cross the lips of his peo-
ple, since he, who alone had the power of calling, con-
tinuing, and dissolving parliaments, was the best judge
when to assemble them, and now declared that though
such an event might happen, it would only be after the
country had evinced a begter disposition, and the “vipers
of the commonwealth” had received their condign
punishment, and ¢ those who are misled by them had
come to a better understanding of his majesty and
themselves,”  With deep sorrow for the iseries which
now, for a time, impended over England, and afHicted
to the soul by the personal sufferings of many of his
dearest friends, it may be yet supposed that Py looked
forward deliberately and undespairingly, since, if for no
reason clse, he had to keep the appointment he had
made with Wentworth.

It will be necessary to sketch, very briefly, the
weasures by which the executive now sought to enslave
the people.

The duties of tonnage and poundage, which Charles
had solemnly pledged himself never to take but as a
gift from his people, were rigorously extorted ; war-
rants were issued by the council to seize the goods of
all who attempted to land them without authority, and
to detain them till the customns were paid; and orders
were despatched to imprison all who attempted to re-
cover their property by replevin,  Richard Chambers —
a name ever memorable among London citizens —
courageously appealed from the vengeance of the coun-
cil; but he was dragged into the Star Chamber, fined
20004, and doomed to imprisonment till he made

Pym kept his
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various abject submissions: these he refused to make,
and for twelve years he languished in prison, from which
he was released a beggar. Various merchants made at-
tempts to elude these measuges by sending their goods
beyond the seas ; but nothing is so vigilant as tyranny,
and the goods were seized in England, while unlimited
orders were issued in consequence to search warehouses,
and prevent what was denominated a fraud on the
revenue.

fqually disgraceful were the taxes imposed for the
support of muster-masters of the militia; coat and con-
duct money was also exacted, while soldiers were billeted
as of old. But the grievance which outheroded all the
rest was the revival of monopolies. This was carried
to an cxtent which was truly appalling. , Under the
pretext, for instance, that certain persons had made dis-
coveries in the manufacture of soap, and that the dealers
in general imposed a bad article upon the people, these
persons were erected into a corporation, and the right
of the manufacture and sale of the commodity vested
in then exclusively ; they having paid ten thousand
pounds for their patent, and rendered themselves liable
to a tax of cight pounds per ton upon the sale. The
original pretext, it may he casily supposed, was a lie;
the commodity being, in fact, so adulterated as to ruin
the clothes of the people. In the same manner, almost
every article of ordinary consumption, whether of ma-
nufacture or not, was exposed to a similar abuse. Upon
every thing, no wmatter how insignificant, the fetters of
monopoly were fixed. Salt, starch, coals, iron, wine,
pens, cards and dice, beavers, felts, bone-lace, meat
dressed in taverns, tobacco, wine casks, brewing and dis-
tilling, lamprons, weighing of hay and straw in London
and Westminster, gauging of red herrings, butter casks,
kelp and sea-weed, linen cloth, rags, hops, buttons,
hats, gutstring, spectacles, combs, tobacco-pipes, salt-
petre, gunpowder, down to the sole privilege of gather-
ing of rags, — were all subjected to monopolies, and
consequently heavily taxed !
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Some few of these shocking enormities may be illus-
trated by extracts from the reverend Mr. Garrard's let-
ters! to the lord deputy. ¢ Here is much ado,” he
writes on one occasion, “ about the soap business ; it is
very doubtful whether in the end it will stand or no.
For the present, it is strongly backed, and I hear a
proclamation shall come forth to stop all mouths
that speak against it. Commissioners have been ap-
pointed: the lieutenant of the Tower, sir William
Becher, sir Abraham Williams, Spiller, joined to the
lord mayor, and some aldermen.  They have had two
general washing days at Guildhall ; most of them have
given their verdiet for the new soap to be the better ; yet
continual complaints rise up, that it burns linnen, scalds
the laundress's fingers, wastes infinitely in keeping,
betng full of lime and tallow :  which if tiue, it is of
that use in this kingdom that it will not last. 'The lord
mayor of London, by the king’s commandment, received
a shrewd reprimand for his pusillanimity in this
business, being afraid of a troop of women that cla-
morously petitioned himn against the new soap: my lord
privy seal, his brother-in-law, was to give it him at
the hoard, and dil very sharply.” 2 ¢ Ilere are two
comnussions afloat,” he writes on  another occasion,
“ which are attended diligently, which will bring, as it
15 conceived, a great sum of money to his majesty, The
tirst, concerning the licensing of those who shall have a
lease for hife to sell tobacco in aud abhout London, and
s0 in all the boroughs and villages in England ; fifteen
pounds fine, and as much rent by the year. . .. The other
is for buildings in and about London since a proclam-
ation in the thirteenth of king James.” In the cases
of the latter, three years’ rent, and “ some little rent to
the king ™ additional, was exacted by the commissioners
as a composition, for suffering the buildings to stand.
“ How far this will spread,” Garrard adds, “ I know
not; but it is confidently spoken that there are ahove

! See Life of Strafford, p, 290

2 dtratlosd Papers, vol i p. 307,
YOL. HI. 1
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100,000/, rents upon this string about London. I speak
much within compass. For Tuttle [Tothill}, St. Giles’s,
8t. Martin’s Lane, Drury Lane, Covent Garden, Lin-
coln’s Inn Fields, Holborn, and beyond the Tower
from Wapping to Blackwall, all come in and are liable
to fining for annoyances, or being built contrary to pro-
clamation, though they have had licences granted to do
so: my lord of Bedford’s licence in this case, as it is
said, will not avail him.””! The first notice of coal as
an article of export is made thus: — My lords of
Dorset and Iolland have obtained a beneficial suit of
the king, worth better than 1000/ a year apiece to
them, for sea coal cxported.” Then we are startled
by the following: — We have very plaurible things
done of late. The book called the declaration of the
king’s for rectifying of taverns, ordinaries, bakers, os- ’
teries, is newly come forth, L'll say no more of it;
your agent here will send it your lordship. All back
doors to taverns on the T'hames are commmanded to be
shut up ; only the Bear at the bridge-foot is exempted,
by reason of the passage to Greenwich. To encourage
geutlemen to live more willingly in the country, all
game fowl, as pheasant, partridges, ducks, as also hares,
are by proclamation forbidden to he dressed or eaten in
any inns, and butchers are forbidden to be graziers.” *
The first introduction of hackney coaches is next
commeinorated by Mr. Garrard : —¢ LLere is one Captain
Bailey ; he hath been a sea captain, but now lives on
the land ahout this city, where he tries experimnents,
He hath erected according to his ability some four
hackney coaches, put his men in a livery, and appointed
them to stand at the maypole in the Strand, giving
them instructions at what rates to carry men into several
parts of the town, where all day long they may be had.
Other hackneymen seeing this way, they flocked to the
same place, and perform their journies at the same
rate: so that sometimes there is twenty of them to-

1 Strafford Papers, vol i. p. 206.
2 1bd. vol.1. p. 176
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gether, which disperse up and down, so that they and
others are to be had anywhere.”— But now, within two
short months of this date, during which time the plan,
serving as a comfort and luxury to the great mass of
the people !, had succeeded to an extraordinary extent,
we find Garrard mentioning ¢ a proclamation coming
forth, about the reformation of hackney coaches, and
ordering of other coaches about London ; nineteen hun-
dred was the number of hackney coaches of London,
base lean jades, unworthy to be seen in so brave a city,
or to stand about a king’s court.” Nothing that con-
tributed, unincumbered by monopoly, to the comfort of
the people, was permitted to continue ! — Again Garrard
writes : —‘ Here is a proclamation coming forth to pro-
hibit all hackney coaches to pass up and down in London
streets ; out of town they may go at pleasure as hereto-
fore.  Also the attorney. general hath sent to all taverns
to prohibit them to dress meat ; somewhat was required
of them —an halfpenny a quart for French wine, and
a penny for sack and other richer wines, for the king ;
the gentlemen vintners grew sullen and would not give
it, so they are well enough served.” % No single thing
escaped that had escaped monopoly : the monopolists
only werc allowed to thrive. Soon after the above we
find Garrard mentioning “ a project for carrying people
tip and down in close chairs, for the sole doing whereof
sir Sander Duncombe, a traveller, now a pensioner, hath
obtained a patent from the king, and hath forty or fifty
making ready for use.” 'The next enormity which Gar-
rard alludes to in his packets of news, is monstrous
indeed. ““ Here is at this present,” he says, ‘““a com-
mission in execution against cottagers, who have not
four acres of ground laid to their houses, upon a statute
made the 31 Eliz., which vexeth the poor people
mightily, all for the benefit of the lord Morton, and the

! Rushworth has recorded that in the firet year of Charles there were
not above twenty coaches to be had for hire in and about London. “ The
grave judges of the law,” he addl, *¢ constantly rid on horseback, 1o all

weathers, to West , vol.n. p. 317.
4 Strafford Papers, vol.1. p. M
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secretary of Scotland, the lord Sterling: much erying
out there is against it, especially because mean, needy,
and men of no good fame, prisoners in the Fleet, are
used as principal commissioners to call the people before
them, to fine and compound with them.”!  Subse-
quently he remarks:—< The taverns begin to victual
again, some have got leave. ’Tis said that the vintners
within the city will give 6000/ to the king to dress
meat as they did before ; and the suburbs will yield
somewhat”.? Such illustrations, curious and valuable as
they are, considering the source whence they proceed,
and to whom they are addressed, might be largely in-
dulged ; but one more will serve. ¢ Here,” writes
Garrard, “ here arc abundance of new projects on foot,
upon sca-coal, salt, malt, marking of iron, cutting of
rivers, setting up a new corporation in the suburbs of
London, much opposed by the Londoners, many others.
‘Where profit many come to the king, let them pass ;
but to enrich private men, they have not my wishes.
Discontinuance of parliaments brings up this kind of
grain, which commonly is blasted when they come.””3

And all these fearful outrages were committed upon
the people, while there was probably not a single family
in England, with the smallest share of education or
intelligence, in whose house a copy of the famous
Prririon of Ricur might not be found! But this
consideration it was, beyond every other, that still sus-
tained with the strongest hope, during the twelve ter-
rible years’ continuance of such outrages, such men as
Pym and Hampden. It was this which, even while
their friend Eliot sank to his death under the murder-
ous vengeance of the court, and while others of their
friends, as Noy, Digges, Littleton, and Glanville, crept
over to the side of the public enemy, — it was this
which rcassured them that least of all were they then
to despair. T'he breath of God was not to be monopo-
lised ; neither was the petition of rights to be recalled.

L G P o o
3 Ibid. vol . p. 55
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In enforcement of the illegal patents and proclama-
tions of the king, most grievous commissions, also,
were granted ; to one or two of which Garrard’s cor-
respondence has alluded. They were such, for instance,
as a commission touching cottages and inmates —
another about services — one for compounding with
offenders for transporting butter — another for com-
pounding with those who used or imported logwood —
one to compound with sheriffs, and such as had been
sheriffs, for selling under-sheffiffs’ places — another for
compounding for the destruction of wood in iron works
— another for concealments, and encroachments within
twenty miles of London — and the list might be
stretched indefinitely.

Nor had the resources of tyranny expended them-
selves here.  Under the candid pretext of curing
defects in titles of land, a proclamation was issued,
proposing to grant new titles upon the payment of a
reasonable composition ; and all who declined to avail
themsclves of this general offer from the court were
threatened, in no measured terms, with the loss of their
property : nor, indeed, were such cases unfrequent.
Many pretended flaws in titles were dragged into the
courts, where a parcel of obsequious judges sat ready
to estublish the objections. Even the form of the
Judges’ patents was changed to fix their slavish de-
pcndenee more surely ! The old clause, quamdin se
bene geaserit was changed into Wurante bene placito; and
the benefit of the first clause was even denied to one
judge who had received his patent before the change,
because he was thought too upright for the designs in
hand. !

Other means, too, were adopted to bring the civil
government of England into unison with these enor-
_' Sce M.:ay‘a History, p. 17. Hut Mem vol i p- 132. Whtelock’s Memo-
rials, p. 16 For the various authoritics in support of the text, See Mr.
Brodie (Hist of Bint. Emp vid 11 p, 275 — 28b), also Rushworth, through-
out his first and third volume of Collections, Old Parl Hist vol ax p 62

ctseq , Hilyard's Case; Clarendon's Life, p. 37. 73.; May’s History, Aikin's
Charles the First ; and'Strafford’s l'.'.etlwrlp o y,

v 3
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mities. The jurisdiction and powers of the courts of
star chamber and high commission were enlarged to a
most extraordinary degree. New illegal oaths were
enforced, and new courts, with vast powers, erected
without colour of law; and when commissions were
jssued for examining into the extent of fees that
were complained of, the commissioners compounded
with the delinquents, not only for their past offences,
but their future extortions, Finally, the orders of the
council board were receiVed as positive law. Claren-
don tells us that Finch, who, for his conduct in the
late parliament, had been promoted to the office of lord
keeper of the great seal, now boldly declared *that
while he was keeper, no man should be so saucy as to
dispute orders ef the council board ; but that the wis-
dom of that board should be always ground enough for
him to make a decree in chancery.”

An extract from the same noble historian shall com-
plete my sketch of the civil government of England at
this period.  ““ Supplemental acts of state were made
to supply defect of laws ; and so tonnage and poundage,
and other duties upon merchandises, were collected by
order of the board, which had been positively refused
to be settled by act of parliament, and new and greater
impositions laid upon trade ; obsolete laws were re-
vived and vigorously executed, whercin the subject might
be taught how unthrifty a thing it was, by too strict a
detaining of what was Ws, to put the king as strictly
to inquire what was his own. And by this ill hus-
bandry the king received a vast sum of money from all
persons of quality, or indeed of any reasonable con-
dition, throughout the kingdom, upon the law of knight-
hood. And no less unjust projects of all kinds, — many
ridiculous, many scandalous, all very grievous, — were
set on foot ; the envy and reproach of which came to
the king, the profit to other men. To recompense the
damage the crown sustained by the sale of the old lands,
and by the grant of new pensions, the old laws of the
forest were revived, by which not only great fines were
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imposed, but great annual rents intended, and like to be
settled by way of contract ; which burden lighted most
upon persons of quality and honour, who thought them-
selves above ordinary oppressions, and were, therefore,
like to remember it with more sharpness. For the
better support of these extraordinary ways, and to pro-
tect the agents and instruments who must be employed
in them, and to discountenance and suppress all bold
inquirers and opposers, the council table and star cham-
ber enlarged their jurisdictions to a vast extent,
“ holding’ (as Thucydides said of the Athenians) ¢ for
honourable that which pleased, and for just that which
profited ;* and being the same persons in several rooms,
grew both courts of law to determine rights, and courts
of revenue to bring money into the treasury ; — the
council table by proclamations enjoining to the people
what was not enjoined by the law, and prohibiting that
which was not prohibited ; and the star chamber censuring
the breach, and disobedience to those proclamations, by
very great fines and imprisonment: so that any disre-
spect to acts of state, or to the persons of statesinen,
was in no time more penal, and thosc foundations
of right, by which men valued their sccurity, to the
apprehension and understanding of wise men, never
more in danger to be destroyed.”! The reader will
scarcely conceive this picture capable of aggravation ; hut
the noble historian afterwards proceeds, very drily, to
tell how the people chiefly, borrie down by these terrible
measures were protestants, while the papists were not
only encouraged, but protected, as the chief promoters
of the mischief. “ They grew,” he says, “not only
secret contrivers, but public professed promoteys of, and
ministers in, the most grievous projects ; as that of
soap, formed, framed, and executed by almost a cor-
poration of that religion, which, under that licence and
notion, might bhe, and were suspected to be, qualified
for other agitations.” No wonder the Roman catholics
were hated ! It is to be added, that whatever trifling

v Hist. of Rebellion, vol, i. p. 119—122,
»
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fragments of law or protection might be supposed to
remain to the people still, were utterly swept away
from a long line of northern counties, by the terrible
administration of the presidency of the north.

* Yet the king continued poor ! His advocate has hinted
a justification of him in the extract just given, to the,
effect that while the reproach of these monstrous extor-
tions came to him, the profit went to other men ; but
this is much more in the nature of an aggravation.
When Charles found that the case was so, it served him
only as a hetter excuse for breaking down the spirit of
the people by still heavier burthens.  'What (larendon
has said is indecd quite true, that the tax upon the com-
munity was infinitely beyond what came into the exche-
quer. For the monopoly of wine, for instance, the
king received only 38,000/ per annum ; but then the
vintners paid 40s. per tun to the patentees, which, upon
45,000 tuns, raised the tax to 90,0001, The vintners
again, imposed 2d. per quart, which raised it to 8. per
tun, or 360,0004 ; nearly twelve times as much as went
into the exchequer.! And so with other impositions.
The difficulties of the court, therefore, in the disastrous
career they had entered on, were only becoming, day by
day, more imminent ; when the famous invention of
Mr. Attorney-general Noy # came in to give a longer

I See the Old Parl Hist volax, p 02 ef sy

2 ¢ e was a man,” says Dr Heyhn, m hes Late of Taud, p 301, “ex-
tremely well versed i old records, with which  ansulting ‘requently in the
course ot his studies, he had excerpted and laid by many notes and preec
dents for the keng's levy ing of such navAl ad upon the subjects, by his own
author«ty, whensoever the preservation and satety ot the hingdom did re-
quire it of them; which notes and precedents, tahen as they came m his
way, in small picces of paper (most ot them ne bigger than one's hand)
he Kept i the coftin of « pye, which had been sent him Ly ns mother, and
Kept there till the mouldiness and corruptibleness had penished many of his
papers *'  ‘The singularity ot Noy’s manners gives colour to this story. 1
cannot resist subjoining another ancedote which seems a proof, in a certain
sort, that Noy winced a httle under his new position, after, as his friends
used to say, *“ he was bewitched to become the king’s **  'When created
attorney-general, a messenger, as usual, was sent to attend on him ; but,
after enduring his presence with very angry scowlings, for a few days,
Noy could not bear 1t any longer  He ordered him to get home, and hide
himself, *lest the people, who have always seen me walk free and alone,
should fancy me astate prisoner.” See Wood's Atk Oxon vol n p.582. Noy
cied soon after his discoveries in the matter of ship money, and they were
wonderfully mmproved upon by Finch - see Hallam's Const. Hist. vol. i1,

16—21.  For admrable characters ot Noy and Finch, see Clarendon’s

1story, vol. 1. p. 120—131.
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Jlease to tyranny, and make more fatal its final redemp-
tion.

¢ Lastly” (I again avail myself of the language of
Lord Clarendon), ““ for a spring and magazine that
‘should have no bottom, and for an everlasting supply
of all occasions, a writ was framed in a form of law,
and directed to the sheriff of every county of England,
“to provide a ship of war for the king's service, and
to send it, amply fitted and provided, by such a day
to such a p'ze. ;" and with that writ were sent to each
shenff instruzdens, that, ©instead of a ship, he should
levy por Lis county such a sum of money, and re-
turt, the s.ne to the treasurer of the navy for his
majesty’s use, with direction in what manner he should
proceea azamst such as refused 2’ and from hence that
tas had e ddenomination of snie moNey ; @ word of
lsting sowid i the memory of this kingdom ; by which
for some years really acerued the yearly sum of 200,0004
10 .he king's coffers ; and it was in truth the only project
that was accounted to his own service.”

A lively illustration of the manner in which this tax
was worked, will be supplied by one or two extracts
from Garrard’s letters to the lord deputy of Ircland.
In one letter ! he writes: — ““ In my last I advertised
your loudship, that the mayor of London received some
ceprnncd for being <o slow in giving answer to the
it sent mto the city about the shipping business ;
afterwacd th .ty counal were called before the lords,
and recerved come gentle check, or rather were ad-
monished, to take heed how they advised the city in
a cate so clear for the king, wherein his majesty had
first advised with his learned counsel, and with his
council of state. Tt wrought this effect, that they all
yiclded, and instantly fell to seizing in all the wards
of London. It will cost the city at least 35,000L
They hoist up the merchant strangers, sir William
Curtyre 360L, sir Thomas Cuttcale 3001 : great sums
to pay ut one tar, and we know not how often it may

! Strafford Papers, vol. i. p. 358.
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come. It reaches us in the Strand, being within the
liberties of Westminster, which furnisheth out one
ship. My lord of Bedford, 60 ; my lord of Salisbury,
254 ; my lord of Clare, 40L ; the lord keeper, and lord
treasurer, 201 apiece : nay lodgers, for I am set at 40s.
Giving subsidies in parliament, I was well content to
pay to, which now hath brought me into this tax ; bu¢
I tell my lord Cottington, that I had rather give and pay
ten subsidies in parliament, than 10s. this new-old way
of dead Noye's. Letters are also gone down to the high
sheriffs of the maritime counties to quicken them. Have
you heard the answer given by a great lord that hath
been a judge? ¢'T'is true this writ hath not been used
when tonnage and poundage was granted, now 'tis not,
but taken by prerogative, ergo, this writ is now in full
force.’” On a subsequent occasion he writes: —
““ The sheriff of Sussex sent up to the lords to receive
their further directions what he was to do, giving
them information that seven or eight poor towns in that
county stood out, and would not pay towards the ship-
ping. But as soon as they heard that the sheriff, by a
new command, began to distrain, they came roundly in,
and paid their money.”! The lord deputy speedily
corrected his correspondent’s complaints about the tax ;
having furnished the court with his opinion that it was
“ the greatest service the legal profession had done the
crown in his time,” while he added : — “ but unless his
majesty hath the like power declared to vaise a land
army upon the same exigent of state, the crown seems
to me to stand but upon one leg at home, to be con-
siderable but by halves to foreign princes abroad: yet
sure this, methinks, convinces a power for the sovereign
to raise payments for land forces, and consequently
submits to his wisdom and ordinance the transporting of
the money or men into foreign states, so to carry, by
way of prevention, the fire from ourselves into the
dwellings of our enemies (an art which Edward 111,
and Henry V. well understood); and if by degrees
1 Strafford Papers, vol. 1. p. 372
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Scotland and Ireland be drawn to contribute their pro-
portions to these levies for the public, omne tulit punc-
tum. Well fortified,” Wentworth continued, * this
piece for ever vindicates the royalty at home from under
the conditions and restraints of subjects, and renders
us also, abroad, even to the greatest kings, the most
considerable monarchy in Christendom.” ! Stimulated
thus, the court partially extended their views that way,
and, advancing gradually from the maritime districts,
levied the hated tax upon almost every man in England.
¢ For home news,” Garrard writes in one of his subse-
quent letters 2, ““ the shipping business goes on currently
all over England, so ’tis apprehended at court. Some
petitions have been offered to the king from poor towns,
which he hath referred to his council.” Again:—
““ The Londoners have not been so forward in collecting
the ship money, since they have been taught to sing
Hey-down-derry, and many of them will not pay till
after imprisonment, that it may stand upon record they
were forced to it. The assessments have been wonder-
ful unequal and unproportionable, which is very ill
taken, it being conceived they did it on purpose
to raise clamour through the city.” And again, he
writes : — ““ Your lordship is very right, that there is
no reason all publick works should be put upon the
crown. And yet you see how unwilling the people
are to contribute to any, he it never so honourable or
necessary for themselves, Witness the ship money,
which at this very present ending of the term is under
argument in the exchequer chamber before all the
Jjudges, brought thither upon a case of Mr. Hamhden’s,
as I think ; but I am sure, either upon a case of his or
the lord Say's. So have you the greatest news of the
time.”

Great news this was indeed ! Many men had resisted
ship money ; many poor men had been fluhg into prison
for refusing to pay it, and lay there languishing and

1 Strafford Papers, vol. ii p. 61,62.
2 Tbnd., vol ), 1 465, B
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unknown ; many rich men had vainly stirred themselves
against it; but at last, in the person of Hampden,
the popular party prepared to make their final and
resolved resistance, and in his great name all the renown
of that resistance has been absorbed. !

Pym and St. John were Hampden’s close counsellors
in the interval before the public trial, and six months
were passed in preparations on both sides. At last, after
a display of extraordinary learning and power on the
part of St. John, till then almost unknown in the courts,
and a scarccly less remarkable exhibition of venal pros-
titution of research on the part of the crown lawyers,
Jjudgment was pronounced in favour of ship money,
and against the illustrious defendant, by nine out of the
twelve judges. Of the three dissentients — Hutton 2,

! It may be observed, at the same time, that doubtless the court party
were to be consulted as to the choice of a person in whose case the night of
resistance was to be decided —since, up to this period, when refusers of
ship money had gone before the courts, the judges on arcwit had overruled,
or dechined to entertan, any plea tounded on the assumed illegahity of the
imposition ; and thus the question of nght had remaned undecided.
Unable, however, to resist any longer the demand tor a settiement of the
rwl.'suon, 1t 15 prbuable that the king's party thought that, 1n 1ts progress,
the “attability and temper ' of Hampden as an opponent, would serve
thm'n best. It 1s certawn that lord Say and Sele was distinetly refused a
trial,

2 Hutton was a frnend of lord Wentworth’s, and addressed a long and
curious letter to mm, exculpatory of the honest course he pursued on this
question  Tsubjoin a characteristic extract trom the lord deputy's reply - —
“ Consudering 1t 18 agreed by common censent, that in time of publick dan-
ger and necessity such alevy may be made, and that the kg 19 theremn
sole judge how or m what wmanner or proportion it 15 to be gathered, I
conceve it was out ot h r opposed by Hambden, beyond the modesty
of a subject, and that reverence wheremn we cught to have so gracious a
sovereigh . 1t being ever to be understood, the prospects ot hings into mys-
teries of state ure so tar exceeding those ot ordinary common persons, a8
they be able to diseern and present dangers to the publick®afar off, which
others shall not so much as dream of till they teel the unavoidable stripes
and smart of them upon therr naked shoulders. besudes, the mischief
which threatens states and people are not always those which become the
object of every vulgar eve, but then commonly of most danger, when least
diseovered, nay, very otten, 1t unseasonably, over early pubhshed, albeit
privately known to the hing long before, might rather inflame than remedy
the evil . therefore it 1s a safe rule tor us all, i the fear of Gad, to rent
these supreme watches to that regal power, whose pecuhar mdeed 1t 1s;
submit ourrelves in these high considerations to his ordinance, as bemg no
other than the ordinance of God atself ; and rather attend upon his will,
with contidence 1 his justice, bebief 1 his wisdom, assurance i his
parental atfections to his sutyeets and hingdoms, than feed ourselves with
the curious questions, with the v flatteries ot imaginary hberty, which,
had we even our ailly wiches and conceity, were we to frame a new com.
monwealth even to our own fancy, might y et in conclusion leave ourselves
less free, less happy, than now, thanks be to God and his majesty, we are,
nay ought Jjustly to be, reputed by every mod inded Chrisuan.”




JOHN PYM. 7

Croke, and Denham — Croke would also have given
judgment for the crown, had not his wife, a lady of
eminent piety and a truly heroic spirit, sustained his
sinking virtue. ¢ She told him,” says Whitelock !,
“ she hoped he would do nothing against his conscience,
for fear of any danger or prejudice to her or his family ;
and that she would be contented to suffer want, or any
misery with him, rather than be the occasion for him
to do or say anything against his judgment or con-
science.”

Lord Clarendon observes that this decision “ proved
of more advantage and credit to the gentleman con-
demned, than to the king’s service.  Men before,” he
adds, “ pleased themselves with doing somewhat for the
king's service, as a testimony of their qffection, which
they were not bound to do?; many really believing the
necessity, and therefore thinking the burden reasonable.
But when they heard this demanded in a court of law,
as a right, and found it, by sworn judges of the law,
adjudged so, upon such grounds and rcasons as every
stander-by was able to swear was not law, and so bhad lost
the pleaswre and delight of being kind and dutiful to the
king ; and instead of giving were required to pay, and
by a logic that left no man anything which he might
call his own; when they "saw in a court of Jaw (that
law that gave them title to, and possession of, all that
they had) reasons of state urged as clements of law,
Judgzes as sharp_sighted as secretaries of state, and in
the mysteries of state, judgment of law grounded upon
matter of fact, of which there was neither inquiry or
proof ; and no reasons given for the tax in question,
but what included the estates of all the standers-by ;
— they no more looked upon it as the case of one man,
but the case of the kingdom, nor as an imposition laid
upon them by the king, but by the judges ; which they

1 Memoralg, p 25,

2 But they were, before the decision, hound to the tax, and that by
sharper conditions than attended any other levy,  These and other expres-

stons of lord Clarendon in the eatract are artful misrepresentations, eastly
seen through : — the extract 1s very valuable evidence notwithstanding.
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thought themselves bound in conscience to the public
justice not to submit to.” In other words, the event
justified the policy of the leaders of the people, and
they now quietly resumed their former position, hopeful
and determined. Laud soon wrote to Wentworth that
the * faction are grown very bold, and the king’s monies
come in a great deal more slowly than they did in former
years, and that to a very considerable sum;”! and
Whitelocke closes his description of the proceedings with
these words : — < Hampden and many others of quality
and interest in their counties were unsatisfied with the
judgment, and continued, with the utmost of their
power, in opposition to it, yet could not at that time
give any other stop or hinderance ; but it remained alté
mente repostum.”

Leaving it thus, for a time, in the minds of Pym
and Hampden, it is now necessary, — in completion of
such a sketch of the present government of England as
will be thought essential to a right judgment of the
exertions of I’ym’s latter life, — that 1 should slightly
revert to Laud's administration of religious affairs. It
was frightfully consistent with the view that has been
furnished of the condition of civil matters. Thc bar-
barous punishment of Leighton ?, the Scotch divine ; the
cruel persecution of Balmerinod, at Kdinburgh; the
shocking severities that were practised upon Prynne, Bur-
ton, and Bastwick4; need only be alluded to, to recal the

1 Strafford Papers, vol u p 170.
2 See Kushworth, vol 1i p 55, Whitelock, p. 15. Neal, vol i. p. 547. and
see Laud's Iiary tor November 16, 1630. '
3 See Carte, vol 1v p, 222 State Trals, vol. ni &c.
4 See Laud's Diary ; Neal's History ot the Purnitans ; Rushwaorth, vol. ii.
b 220 of seq Heyhin's Lite of Laud, 249, & Garrard writes to lord
Ventworth : ** Some few davs after the end of the term 1n the palace yard
two prllories were erected, and there the sentence of star-chamber against
Burton, Bastwick, and Prynne was executed  they stood two hours in the
pillory ; Burton by himself, being degraded i the high commission court
three days betore ; the place was full of people, who cried and howled ter-
ribly, especially when Burton was cropt  Dr Bastwick was very merry ; his
wite, Dr Poe's daughter, got a »tool, and kisedhim ; his ears being cut off,
she called tor them, and put them 1n a clean hanakerchief, and rnrnﬂf
them away with ber. Bastwick told the people, the lords had collar-days
at court, but this was his collar-day, rejoycing much in it. Since, warrants
are sent from the lords to the sheriffs of the several counties wl'wre they

are to be nnprisoned, to receive them and see them placed, Also I)r. Lay.
ton, homo cjusdem farinae, censured seven years since, and now prisoner in
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horror and disgust with which their sufferings have
passed into history. The very name of toleration was
banished from England. A refusal to attend divine
worship in the parish church was, in all persons, without
exception, punished in the first instance by fine, and on
a repetition of such refusal by transportation. Popish
recusants, indeed, were allowed to compound for these
penalties by a heavy annual payment ; and the celebratior
of mass, though illegal, was connived at ; but no similar
indulgence was extended to the religious services of
protestant dissenters. The dissenting ministers, in point
of fact, did not yet form a distinct class ; they were,
with very rare exceptions, ordained and beneficed clergy
of the Knglish church ; and being thus lawfully subject
to the authority of their diocesan, the means of detecting
and punishing their deviations from conformity were
easy and obvious. Accordingly from Laud they found
no quarter. At the thought of every episcopal visit-
ation the clergy groaned and trembled. Lecturers were
peremptorily silenced ; domestic chaplains in the houses
of private gentlemen punished, and their patrons ordered
to attend their parish churches; while the parochial
clergy, where non-conformable, were fined, suspended, in
some cases deprived, and ultimately, in very many
instances, driven out of England with the more zealous
of their followers. — Happy to escape without some
mutilation of their persons! For scarcely a sitting of

the Flect, 18 removed to some remote prison of the kingdom.” From that
prison Leighton was not released il ten years after, when he had lost
sight, hearing, and the use of his hinbs! Another of the lord deputy's cor-

+ respondents had before deseribed the mutilation of Prynne: — ¢ No mercy
shewedto Prynne; he stood in the pllory, and lost his first car m a pillory
10 the palace’at Westminster 1 full term, his other in Cheapside, where,
while he stood, his volumes were burnt under his nose, which had almost
suffocated nm »  Lastly, Laud hunself wrote thus to Wentworth : — ¢ I
have done expecting of Thorow on this side, and thercfore shall botake
mysell to that wineii vou say, and I believe, 18 the next best; and yet I
would not give over neither.  But what can you think ot Thorow where
there shall be such ships 1n business of consequence ? What say you to
it, that Prynne and his fellows should be suffered to talk what they pleased
while they stood 1n the pillory, and win acclamations from the people, and
have notes taken of what they spake, and those notes spread in written
copies about the city, and that when they wgnt out of town to their several
imprisonments, there were thousaniis suftered to be upon the way to take
their lcave, and God knows wkat else?
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the star chambes passed ‘witheut its vietim,-and its con-
sequent exhibition, in the publidstretfs, gf somp -stene
of bloody human agony. On-gne gsassion, while Ll.
burne and Wharton, after hiving suffered a severe
whipping, were standing expos}"d in the pi]l(:ry, news
was carried to the star chamber, that Wharton, un.
silenced by his suffering or his shame, was scajtering
pamphlets about and haranguing the mob, and the
court, happening to be sitting at the moment, made an
order that he should be gagged, and the order was
executed instantly !  Prynne, having had his old ears
stitched to his head, “ relapsed,” as Garrard expresses
it, ““into new errors;” and again suffered a mutilation
of the fragments! Meanwhile the language of Went-
worth and Laud held out no hope of change. “ Go it
as it shall please God with me,” wrote Wentworth, ¢ be-
lieve me, my lord, I will be still thorough and thorough-
out, onc and the same.! The cure of this grievous
and over-spreading leprosy is, in my weak judgment, to
be effected rather by corrosives than lenitives ; less than
Thorough will not overcome it: there is a cancerous
malignity in it, which must be cut forth !”

What wonder if, in the midst of all this frightful
depotism over the property and conscicnces of men, large
numbers of the English people now sent their thoughts
across the wide atlantic towards the new world that had
risen beyond its waters!  Such were the gloomy appre-
hensions and terrors with which the old world was filled,
that only two alternatives indeed now seemed to many
persons to rewmain ; that, as May expresses it -, “ Things
carried so far on in a wrong way, must needs either
enslave themselves and posterity for ever, or require a
vindication so sharp and smarting, s that the nation
would groan under 1t.” Too weak to contemplate the
last alternative, and too virtuous to submit to the first,
crowds of victims * to the tyranny of church and state,

1 Strafford Pngfrn. vol i p. 208

2 Hastory of the Long Parhanent, p 17.

3 *The plantations of Ormond and Clare,” wntes Laud to Wentworth
at tihns time, *“arc 8 marvellous great work for the honour and profit of the
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now gccordingly left thelr homes artd their country, will-
ing to ericouités any sufftrings, privations, and dangers,
in the distdnt wilRdrnestas they sought, because of the
one sole hopt™they had,’that there, at least, would be
found some rest and refuge for liberty, for religion, for
humanity !

So extensive, however, did the emigration threaten to
become, that Laud thought it necessary to interfere at
last, and — with a refinement of tyranny of which, it
has been truly said, the annals of persecution attord
few cqually strong examples — to seek to deprive the
conscientious sufferers of that last and most melancholy
of all resources, a rude, and distant, and perpetual exile.
On the 1st of May, 1638, eight ships bound for new
England, and filled with puitan families, were arrested
in the Thames by an order in council, It has been a
very popular “rumour of history,” that among the
passengers in ore of those vessels, were Pym, Hampden,
Cromwell, and Hazelrig.

Were this ancedote authentic, the hand of fate had
been visible upon Charles mdeed ! But there is no good
authority ! for it, and it is deficient in all the moral
evidenees of truth.  The mind cannot bring itself to
imagine the spinits of such men as these, yielding so
casily to the despair of country ; and at this moment
Humpden was the “ argument of all tongues’ for lus
resistance to ship money, while to Pym the vision of the
fatal meeting to which he had summoned Wentworth,
now became daily mnore and more distinet.  Nor are we
wanting of absolute circumstance of proof, obvious
cnough to me, of the utter incorrectness of the state-

hing and rafety of that k.mgdum, and you have done very nobly to follow
that business so close, but 1 am corry toread 1 your letters, thit vou
want men (xtremels to fill that work , and this 1 the noe considerable a
great deal, that you should want men in Ireland, and that, the while, there
should be here such an universal runnmg to New England, and God
knows winther, but this 1t 1s, when men thnk nothing s thewr advantuge,
but to yun from government  As for your bemg It alone in the «nvious
and thorny part of the work, that 18 no news at loast to me, who am torced
to the like here, searce 2 man appearing w heve the way 14 rough mdeed ™’

1 The only known uthonties are Dr George Bates, and Dugdale, both
realous royahists, and, on this po ut, quite beneath consideration.

vor, 111, G
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ment. In the same part of Rushworth’s Collections,
where the original order is to be found, a subsequent
proclamation may be seen also, wherein, after stating the
seizure of the ships, the following passage occurs: —
“ Howbeit, upon the humble petition of the merchants,
passengers, and owners of the ships now bound for New
England, and upon the reasons by them represented to
the board, his majesty wae graciously pleased to free
them from their late restraint, to proceed in their in-
tended voyage.” ! So that, in fact, there is no reason
for supposing, that all who had embarked for New Eng-
Jand on board the eight ships alluded to, did not proceed
to New England. No doubt they did so.

The anecdote in question, however, is not without
ground of a certain kind. Some years before its date,
the attention of the leading men among the patriots had
been strongly directed to the subject of the colonisation
“of part of the North American continent, with a view
to its affording a refuge of safety and comfort to such
of their party or their familics, as the sad troubles which
impended over England might force from their homes.
The subject had occupied cven Eliot’s thoughts in his
prison, as a passage from one of Ifampden's letters to
him may serve to show. * The paper of considerations
concerning the plantation might be very safely conveyed
to me by this hand, and after transcribing, should be as
safely returned, if you vouchsafe to send it to me.”?
The result of all this consideration of the subject, was
the purchase of a large grant of land in the name of
lord Brook, and lord Say and Sele ; and in 1635, ac-
cording to Ilorace Walpole, these two lords “ sent over
Mr. George Fenwick to prepare a retreat for them and
their friends ; in consequence of which a little town was
built, and called by their joint names Saybrooke.” ¥ Now
in this scheme there can be little doubt that IIampden
was concerned, and I have found certain evidence, in

1 See Rushworth, vol.1i. p. 409., and see Aikin’s Charles, vol. i p. 473,
9 Ehot MSS m Loid Ehot's possession,

1 See Walpole's Catalogue of Roysl and Noble Authors, vol. ii. p. 352,°
Ed. Parh.
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Garrard’s letters to lord Strafford, that Pym was a party
to it. “Qur East India Company,” writes that indefa-
tigable newsmonger, “ have this week two ships come
home, which a little revives them. The traders also into
the Isle of Providence, who are the earl of Warwick,
the lord Say, the lord Mandevile, the lord Brook, Sir
Benjamin Rudyard, Mr. Pym, and others, have taken
a prize, sent home worth 15,000/, by virtue of lctters
of mart granted to the planters there by his majesty for
some injuries done them by the Spaniard.” ! The date
of this letter is December, 1637 ; and from that date,
as the prospects of the court darkened, the hopes of
Pym and ITampden must have grown with the passage
of every day.

Time and fate soon pressed in hard, indeed, upon the
government of Charles.  Driven to the close of cvery
expedient, his last hope centered in the lord deputy of
Ireland, and Wentworth’s capacity and vigour had now
twice restored the court finances, and paid the king’s
debts. Ruin again impended, when Laud, as if to dash at
once into the gulf, made a desperate attcipt to impose
the yoke of the common prayer book upon the Scotch
people. A fool might have seen the result, and indeed
one fool did sce it, and was whipped for his folly. I
do not know that it has been remarked before, but the
disgrace of the famous Archy, the jester of Charles I.,
tock place at this time. ““ Archy is fallen into a great
misfortune,” writes a letter of the time. “ A fool he
would be, but a foul-mouthed knave he hath proved
himself ; being in a tavern in Westminster, drunk, he
saith himself, he was speaking of the Scottish business,
he fell a railing on my lord of Canterbury, said he was
a monk, a rogue, and a traitor. Of this his grace com-
plained at council, the king being present; it was
ordered he should be carried to the porter’s lodge, his
coat pulled over his ears, and kicked out of the court,
never to enter within the gates, and to be called into the
star-chamber. The first part is done, but my lord of

1 Strafford Papers, vol. 1. p. 140,
a2
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Canterbury hath interceded to the king, that there it
should end. There is a new fool in his place, Muckle
John, but he will never be so rich, for he cannot abide
money.” This last must have scemed a fool indeed !

The affairs of Scotland belong to general history,
and require only a brief mention here. Suffice it, then,
to say, that after several months’ alternation of perse-
cution and negotiations, the Scottish people remained
firm. Most truly has it been said of the conduct of
the covenanters, that the display they now made of fear-
less purpose, and even of fearless reason ; of unweariced,
unwinking energy and sagacity ; of ardour without
violence, and enthusiasm without extravagance; has
done imperishable honour to the Scottish character.
Why should it be denied that Pym, Hampden, and
others of the English opposition, placed themselves im-
mediately in communication with those men? It
stands upon the authority of Whitelock, and may not
be denied.  With the dawning of the ficree opposition
in Scotland to the frightful tyranny of conscience at-
tempted by Laud, sprang up the consummation of the
hopes entertained during twelve long years of oppres-
sion, by Pym and Hampden, that a day for the libertics
of England would still come. Let the fuends of
Charles 1. make what use of the admission they please,
it is quite certain that at the London mectings of the
Scotch commissioners from the covenant, headed by
lTords Loudon and Dumferling, not only Pym and
Hampden took an active part, but also lords Essex,
Holland, Bedford, and Say.

Meanwhile lord Wentworth stood by the side of
Charles in England, and a war was resolved upon
against the Scottish people. The lord deputy’s un-
paralleled exertions at this period have been already
described 1, but the silent efforts of Pym and Hampden
flung them powerless back, and all the attempts at
loang and ship-money levies now fell flat to the ground.
The strong spirit of hope was in truth, again gone

} See Life of Strafford, p. 566,
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forth among all classes of men, and that word which
had been proseribed by Charles twelve years before,
was again heard, as a familiar word, in England.

A parliament, it was resolved, should be instantly
summoned.  Wentworth was created lord Strafford ;
returned to Ireland as lord-lieutenant ; called a parlia-
ment there; procmied a large suin of money fiom
them, with a further ofter of ¢ their persons and es-
tates ” if required; and in the beginning of April
returned to England.,  The example of the Trish par-
liament  would, it was vainly hoped, influence the
pathament of England.  Mecanwhile, the clections for
members had been concluded without a single demon-
stration of tumult in any part of the country ; and on
the 30 of Apnl, 1610, the king opened the houses in
person, and in the midst of a larger number of mem-
bers of the commons than had cver been known to
assemble on the first day of the session. Ths speech
was cqually shoit and ungracious, < My lords and
gentlemen,” he said, ¢ there never was a king that had
a more great and weighty cause to call his people
together than myself: T will not trouble you with the
particulirs. T have informed my loid heeper, and
command him to speak, and desire your attention.” !
The lord keeper's speech was in the absurdest stramn of
high perogative.  He observed that *his majesty’s
kirgly recolutions were seated in the mk of his sacred
breast, and it were a presumption of too high a nature
for any Uzzah uncalled to touch it ; yet,” he continued,
¢ the king is now pleased to lay by the shining beams
of majesty, as Phabus did to Phaeton, that the distance
between sovereignty and subjection should not bar you
from that filial freedom of access to his person and
councils ; cnly let us beware how, like the son of
Clymene, we aim not at the guiding of the chariot.”
He proceeded subsequently to say, ““that his majesty
did not expect advice from them, much less that they

! Rushworth,’vol. 1 (part second),”p 1114. Rushworth was appointed.
this session, clerk-assistant to the house of commons.

¢ 3
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should interpose in any office of mediation, which
would not be grateful to him ; but that they should,
as soon as might be, give his majesty a supply, and that
he would give them time enough afterwards to repre-
sent any gricvances to him.” !

“'The house,” proceeds lord Clarendon, who, on
- this occasion, made his first entrance into the house of
commons, as Edward ITyde, member for the borough
of Wootton-Basset, “met always at eight of the clock,
and rose at twelve ; which were the old parliament
hours ; that the committees, upon whom the greatest
burden of business lay, might have the afterncons for
their preparation and despatch. It was not the custom
to enter upon any important business during the first
fortnight, both because many members used to be
absent so long, and that time was usually thought ne-
cessary for the appointment and nomination of com-
mittees, and for other ceremonies and preparations that
were usnal : but there was no regard now to that cus-
tom ; and the appearance of the members was very
great, there having been a large time between the issuing
out of the writs and the meeting of the parliament,
so that all clections were made and returned, and every-
body was willing to full to the work.” 2

A leader only was wanting; and in this great
position, by the common consent of all, Pym now
placed himself.  As he looked round the scats, crowded
as they were with members, what gaps must have ap-
peared in them to him!  The line of his early friends
and associates was broken indeed. ¢ 'The long inter-
mission of parliament,” observes Clarendon,  had
worn out most of those who had been acquainted with
the rules and orders observed in those conventions.”
Sir Edward Coke and sir Robert Philips3 were dead
now, and sir John KEliot had perished in his prison.

1 See Clarendon. vol i p 233,

2 Clarendon’s History, vol 1 p 933034,

3 “Sir Robert Philipy,” wrate Garrard to the lord deputy on the 10th of
May, 1638, ** 8ir Robert Phihps, your old acquaimtance, has died of a cold ;
choked with phlegm " Strafford Papers, vol. ii. p. 164,
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But it was a great and redeeming consolation to Py
that Hampden still sat by his side, and that up to the
close of their illustrious career the most intinate
private friendship henceforth united them even more
closcly, if that were possible, than the great public
objects they pursued in common. IHitherto Hampden
had been “rather of reputation in his own country,
than of public disconrse or fame in the kingdom ;"
but the business of ship-money had made him the ar-
gument of all tongues ; and to the toils and perils of
public life he now, by Pym’s side, entirely devoted
himself.  He brought up all his family to London from
their seat 1 Buckinghamshire, which only at a few
chance intervals he ever saw again ; and it is an addi-
tional proof of the close intimacy 1 speak of, that
henceforward they lived in lodgings near Pym’s house !,
which was then in Gray’s Inn Lane, until the com-
mencement of the following  parliament, when Pym
having changed his residence to Westminster, Hampden
removed there also. 2 Before the meeting of the pre-
sent parliament, I should also mention, they had ridden
together  through  several of the Enghsh countics,
less with the view, as Anthony & Wood states, of
¢ promoting clections of the puritanical brethren,”
than of urging the people to meet and send  petitions to
the house of commons as soon as possible after it had
assembled.  Petitioning parliament was first organised
thus, as a system, by Pym and Hampden.  The result
was sensibly felt the day after the delivery of the king's
speech, when scveral county members rose ands pre-
sented petitions from their respective connties ¥, com-
plaining of ship-money projects and monopolies, the
star-chamber and high commission courts, and other
heavy grievances. Hence, — though the king had, at the
close of the lord keeper’s speech the day hefore, dis-
tinctly ashed of the house that they should proceed at

1 See Lord Nugent's Memorials of Hampden, vo) 1 p. 205,
2 See Clarendon’s Lafe
3 Rushworth, vol. us p 1131

¢ 4
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once to the consideration of the Scotch business with a
view to supplies, and for this purpose had specially or-
dered the lord keeper’s speech and his own to be entered
on the journals,— even the royalist members of the
house could not but recognise, after the presentation of
such a series of petitions from the people they repre-
sented, a certain sort of ‘“divided duty.” This was
exactly the occasion Pym had sought, and he availed
himself of it.

“ Whilst men gazed upon cach other,” says lord
Clarendon, “looking who should begin, (much the
greater part having never before sat in parliament),
Mr. Pym, a man of good reputation !, but much better
known afterwards, who had been as long in those
assemblics as any man then living, brake theice; and in
a set discourse of above two hours, after mention of
the king with profound reverence, and commendation
of his wisdom and justice, he observed,  that by the
long intermission of parliaments many unwarrantable
things had been practised, notwithstanding the great
virtue of his majesty ;” and then enumnerated all the
projects which had heen set on foot; all the illegal
proclamations which had been published, and the pro-
ceedings which had been upon those proclamations ;
the judgment upon ship-money ; and many grievances
which related to the ecclesiastical jurisdiction ; sunuming
up shortly and sharply, all that most reflected upon the
prudence and justice of the government; and con-
cluding ¢ that he had only laid that scheme before them
that « they might sce how much work they had to do
to satisfy their country, the method and manner of
the doing whereof he left to their wisdoms.” To
this may be added the characteristic description given
by May, the historian of the Long Pariiament. ¢ Mas-
ter Pym, a grave and religious gentleman, in a long
speech of almost two hours, recited a catalogue of

! Whtclock thus describes him - —¢ Master Pym, an ancient gentleman
of great expenience i parhamentary affuirs, and no less known fidehty to
hus country.”
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the grievances which at that time lay heavy on the
commonwealth, of which many abbreviated copies, as
extracting the heads only, were with great greediness
taken by gentlemen, and others throughout the kingdom,
for it was not then in fashion to print speeches of par-
liament.”

The effect of this speech was so extraordinary
throughout England, that it has been made matter of
general comment with all the historians of the period.
The only reference they are able to give, however, is to
the abstract supplied by Rushworth ! and this seemed
to me to be so unsatisfactory a version, that 1 com-
menced a scarch among the pamphlets at the British
Muscum, in the hope that some publication of a speech
that had produced such results, and which might pos-
sthly have taken place with Pyw’s authority, had es-
caped the notice of the indefatigable collector.  This
hope was not disappointed ; and some extensive extracts
shall now be laid hefore the reader, from a report which
received the subsequent correction of I'ym himself.
These extracts are remaikable on every account: they
do not simply illustrate the period better than any
laboured history can; they will be found to mark,
also, most cmphatically, a certain grave and subdued
siyle and manner in the speaker, which singularly con-
trasts with his tone at the meeting of the parliament
tlhat followed. It is as though he <poke — and doubtless
he did speak — with the thorough knowledge that, as the
present parliament had been called by the king, the
next was to be forced into existence by the people.
The report is given in the third person, and opens
thus : —

¢ Never parliament had greater businesses to dispatch,
nor more difficulties to encounter ; therefore wee have
reason to take all advantages of order and addresse, and
hereby wee shall not only doe our owne worke, but dis-
pose and inable ourselves for the better satisfaction of
his majesty’'s desire of supply. 7The grierances being

! Vol, u. p.1131.  Old. Parl. Hist, vol. vinn. 1. 425. )
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removed, our affections will carry us with speede and
cheerefulnesse, to give his majestie ‘that which may be
sufficient both for his honor and support. Those that
in the very first place shall endeavour to redresse the
grievances, will be found ‘not to hinder, but to bee the
best furtherers of his majestic’s service. Tce that takes
away weights, doth as much advantage motion, as he that
addeth wings. Divers pieces of this maine worke have
beene alrcady propounded ; his endeavour should be to
present to the house a modell of the whole. In the
creation, God made the world according to that idea or
forme, which was ecternally pre-existent in the divine
minde. Moses was commanded to frame the tabernacle
after the patterne shewed him in the mount. Those
actions are seldome well perfected in the execution, which
are not first well moulded in the designe und propos-
ition.”

In such passages as these, for abundance of argument,
and weight, no less than closeness, of reasoning, the
cloquence of Pym approaches to the more deliberate
compositions of Lord Bacon.

““Ile said he would lahour to contract those manifold
affaires both of the church and state, which did so
carnestly require the wisdome and faithfulnesse of this
house, into a double method of grievances and cures.
And because there wanted not some who pretended,
that these things wherewith the commonwealth is now
grieved, are much for the advantage of the king, and that
the redresse of them will be to his majesty’s great dis-
advantage and losse (hee said) he doubted not but to
make it appeare, that in discovering the present great
distempers and disorders, and procuring remedie for
them, we should bee 1o lesse serviceable to his majestie,
who hath summoned us to this great councell, than
usefull to those whom we doe here represent. TFor the
better effecting whereof he propounded three maine
brauches of his discourse. In the first (he said) he
would offer them the severall heads of some principall
grievances, under which the kingdom groaned. In the
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second, he undertook to prove, that the disorders from
whence those grievances issued, were as hurtfull to the
king as to the people. In the third, he would advise
such a way of healing and removing those grievances,
as might bee cqually effectuall to maintaine the honour
and greatnesse of the king, and to procure the prosperitie
and contentment of the people.

¢ In the handling whereof he promised to use such
expressions as might mitigate the sharpnesse and bitter-
nesse of those things whereof he was to speake, so far
as his duty and faithfulnesse would allow. Itis a great
prerogative to‘the king, and a great honour attributed to
him, in a maxime of our law, that he can doe no wrong;
he is the fountaine of justice; and, if there be any
injustice in the cxecution of his commands, the law
custs it upon the ministers, and frees the king.  Aetivitie,
life, and vigour, are conveyed into the sublunary creatures
by the influence of Ieaven ; but the malignitie and dis-
tewper, the cause of so many epidemicall diseases, doe
proceed. from the noysome vapours of the earth, or some
ill affected qualities of the aire, without any infection or
alteration of those pure, celestiall, and incorruptible bodies.
I the like manner (he said) the authoritie, the power,
and countenance of princes, may concur in the actions
of evill men, without partaking in the injustice and
¢bliquitie of them. These matters whercof we com-
piaine, have been presented to his majesty, either under
the pretence of royall prerogatives, which he is bound
to maintaine, or of public good which is the most honor-
able object of regall wisdom. But the covetous and
ambitious designes of others have interposed betwixt
his royall intentions, and the happinesse of his people,
making those things pernicious and hurtfull, which his
majestic apprehended as just and profitable.”

How admiiable is the grace and modesty of expression
in the first paseage that follows, and how thoughtful and
comprehensive the tone of the rest!

¢ He said, the things which he was to propound were
of a various nature; many of them such as required a
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very tender and exquisite consideration. In handling
of which, as he would be bold to use the liberty of the
place and relation wherein he stood, so he would be
very carefull to expresse that modestie and humilitie,
which might be expected by those of whose actions he
was to speake. And if his judgment or his tongue
should slip into any particular mistake, he wonld not
thinke it so great a shame to fuile by his oun weaknesse, as
he should esteem it an honouwr and advantage, to be cor-
rected by the wisdom of that hause to which he submitted
himself, with this protestation, that he desired no reform-
ation so much as to reforme himselfe.

““ The greatest liberty of the kingdom is religion ;
thereby we ate freed from spiritual evils, and no impos-
tions are so grievows as those that are laid npon the sonle.
The next great hberty is justice, whereby we are pie-
served fiom injuries in our persons and estates ; from
this is derived into the commonwealth, peace, and order,
and safety ; and when this is interrupted, confusion and
danger are rcady to overwhelm all.  The third great
Iiberty consists in the power and piiviledge of parliaments;
for this is the fountaine of law, the great councell
of the kingdome, the highest conrt ; this is inabled, by
the legislative und consiliaric power, to prevent envils to
come ; by the judiciarie power, to suppiesse and remove
evils present.  If you comsider these three great hiberties
in the order of dignitie, this last is inferiour to the
other two, as meanes are inferiour to the end ; but if you
consider them in the order of necessitic and use, this
may justly claim the first place in our care, hecause the
end cannot be obtained without the meanes ; and if we
doe not preserve this, we cannot long hope to enjoy
either of the other. Thercfore (he said) being to speake
of those grievances which lie upon the kingdome, hce
would observt this order.

“1. First to mention those which were against the
priviledge of parliaments. 2. Those which were pre-
judiciall to the religion cstablished in the kingdome. 3.
Those which did interrupt the justice of the realme
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in the libertie of our persons and propriety of our
cstates.

«The privileges of parliament were not given for the
ornament or advantage of those who are the members
of parliament. They have a reall use and efficacie
towards that which is the end of parliaments. We are
free from suits that we may the more intirely addict
ourselves to the publick services; we have, therefore,
libertie of speach, that our counsels may not be cor-
rupted with feare, or our judgements perverted with
selfe respects.  Those three great faculties and fune-
tions of parhament, the legislative, judiciarie, and con-
siliarie power, cannot be well exercised without such
priviledges as these. The wisedom of our laws, the
faithfullnesse of our counsels, the righteousnesse of our
judgements, can hardly be kept pure and untainted, if
they proceed from distracted and restrained mindes.

““ It is a good rule of the morall philosopher, It non
dedas mentem gubernatricent omnivm actionum.  These
powers of parliament are to the bodie politike as the
rationall faculties of the soule to a man: that which
keepes all the parts of the commonuealth in frame and
temper, ought to be most carcfully preserved in that
Sreedome, vigour, and activitie, which belongs to it self.
Our predecessors in this house have ever been most care-
full in the first place to settle and sccure their privi-
ledges ; and  (he said) he hoped, that we having had
greater breaches made upon us than heretofore, would
be no lesse tender of them, and forward in seeking re-
paration for that which is past, and prevention of the
like for the time to come.

“Then hee propounded divers particular points
wherein the priviledge of parliament had been broken.
First, in restraining the members of the house from
speaking. Sccondly, in forbidding the speaker to put
any question.

“These two were practiced the last day of the
last parliament (and, as was alledged by his majestie’s
command) ; and bath of them trench upon the very life
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and being of parliaments; for if suchya restraining
power as this should take root, and bee admitted, it will
be impossible for us to bring any resolution to perfection
in such matters as shall displease those about the king.

“ Thirdly, by imprisoning divers members of the
house, for matters done in parliament. Fourthly, by
indictments, informations, and judgments in ordinary
and inferiour courts, for speaches and proceedings in
parliaments.  Fifthly, by the disgraceful order of the
king’s bench, whereby some members of this house
were injoyned to putin securitie of their good be-
haviour ; and for refusall thereof, were continued
in prison, divers yeares, without any particular alle-
gation against them. One of them was freed by death. !
Others were not dismissed ? till his majesty had declared
his intention to summon the present parliament.  And
this he noted not only has a breach of privilege, but as
a violation of the common justice of the kingdome.
Sixthly, by the sudden and abrupt dissolution of par-
liaments, contrary to the law and custom.

¢ Often hath it been declared in parliaments, that the
parliament should not be dissolved, till the petitions be
answered. This (he said) was a great grievance
because it doth prevent the redresse of other grievances.
It were a hard case that a private man should bee put
to death without beiug heatd. As this representative
body of the commons receives a being by the summons,
50 it reccives a civill death by the dissolution, Is it not
a much more heavie doome by which we lose our being,
to have this civill death inflicted on us in displeasure,
and not to be allowed time and liberty to answer for
ourselves ? that we should not only die, but kave this
r 1 This"allusion to Eliot is interesting; and I should add that, two or
three days after, Pym moved * that it be referred to the committee of the
Tower, to examne aftcr tohat manner ur John Eliot came to his death, his
usage s the Tower, and to vicw the rooms and places where he was impr-
soned, and where Ae died, and to report the same to the house.” I have

not been able to find the report. The terms of the notice are very remark.
;blle«,'dand suggest other notions besides that of Pym’s affection for his old
T

3 That is, not released from bail. They were all released from prison
before Eliot.
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mark of infugy laid upon us? to bee made intestabiles,
disabled to me our wills, to dispose of our businesse,
as this house hath always used to doe before adjourn-
ments or dissolutions ? yet this hath often been our
case! We have not beene permitted to poure out our
last sighes and groanes into the bosome of our deare
soveraigne.  The words of dying men are full of piercing
affections ; if we might be heard to speake, no doubt
we should so fully expresse our love and faithfulnesse
to our prince, as might take off the false suggestions
and aspercions of others: at least we should in our hum-
ble supplications recommend some such things to him
in the name of his people, as would make for his owne
honour and the publike good of his kingdome.

“Thus he concluded the first sort of grievances,
being such as were against the priviledge of parliament,
and passed on to the next, concerning religion ; all
which hee conveyed under these four heads. The
first, was the great encouragement given to poperie, of
which he produced these particular evidences. 1. A
suspension of all laws against papists, whereby
they enjoy a free and almost publike exercise of that
religion.  Those good statutes which were made for
restraint of idolatiie and superstition are now a ground
of securitic to them in the practice of both; being used
19 no other end hut to get moncy into the king's purse ;
which, as it is clearly against the intentions of the law,
s0 it it full of mischiefe to the kingdome.”

IJere Pym interposed a few words which vindicate
his memory from the charge that has so often been
urged against it, of religious bigotry and intolerance.
Laud’s indulgences to the catholics may possibly be
thought, now-a-days, and justly so thought, unworthy
of either regret or blame ; but let the reader place him-
self in the position of a protestant non-conformist of that
period,and think of the hardships he would have suffered
for refusing to bow his conscience to certain prescribed
formule in doctrine and ceremonial, and contrast them
next with these catholic indulgences ; or, considering
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himself only as a statesman bent on the gehievement of
responsible government, let him, knowinp;.he conuec.
tion in that day of popery with absoltite power, observe
the eager servility with which the ‘indulged” cathos
lics sought to make themselves, upon every occasion,
the most active instruments of Charles’s despotism.. Tho-
roughly was Pym justified in saying what follows ! —

“ By this means a dangerous party is cherished and
increased, who are ready to close with any opportunitie
of disturbing the peace and safety of the state. Yet
(hee said) hee did not desire any new laws aguinst pope-
rie, or any rigorous courses in the exwecution of those
alreadie in force: he was far from secking the ruin of
their persons or estates ; onely he wisk’t they might be
kept in such a condition as should restraine them firom
doing hurt.

¢ It may bee objected, there are moderate and discreet
men amongst them, men of estates, such as have an
interest in the peace and prosperitie of the kingdom as
well as wee. These (hee said) were not to be considered
according to their own disposition, but according to the
nature of the body whereof they are parties. The
planets _have severall and particular motions of their
owne, yet they are all rapt and transported into a con-
trarie course by the superipr orbe which comprehends
them all. The principles of poperie are such as are in-
compatible with any other religion. There may be a
suspension of violence for some by certain respects ; but
the ultimate end even of that moderation is, thatthey may
with more advantage extirpate that which is opposite to
them. Laws will not restrain them. Qathes will not.
The pope can dispense with both these, and where there
is occasion, his command will move them to the disturb-
ance of the realme — against their own private dispos-
ition — yea, against their own reason and judgement
—to obey him; to whom they have (especially the
Jjesuiticall party) absolutely and intirely obliged them-
selves, not only in spiritual matters, but in temporal ; as
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they are in ordgr ad spiritualia. Henry I11.and Ienry
1V.of France, were no protestants themselves, yet were
murthered because they tolerated the Protestants. The
king and the kingddne can have no sccuritie but in their
weakness and disabilitie to do hurt.
€2, - A sccond incouragement is, their admission into
' places of power and trust in the ccmmonwealth, whereby
they get nany dependants and adherents, not only of
their owne, but even of such as make profession to be
protestants. 3. A third, their freedome of resorting to
London and the court, whereby they have opportunitie,
not only of communicating their counsels and designes
one to another, but of diving into his majesty’s counsels,
by the frequent accesse of those who are active men
amongst them, to the tables and company of great men ;
and, under subtile pretences and disguiscs, they want not
means of cherishing their own projects, and of in-
deavouring to mould and biasse the public affirs to the
great advantage of that partic. 4. A fourth, that as they
have a congregation of cardinals at Rome, to consider
of the aptest wayes and means of establishing the pope’s
authoritie and religion in England, so they have a nuncio
here, to act and dispose that party to the execution of
those counsels, and, by the assistance of such cunning
.and jesuiticall spirits as swarm in this town, to order
and manage all actions and events, to the furtherance of
that maine end.

,“The second grievance of religion, was from those
manifold innovations lately introduced into several parts
of the kingdom, all inclining to poperie, and disposing
and fitting men to entertain it. The particulars were
these : — 1. Divers of the chiefest points of religion in
difference betwixt us and the papists have been publickly
defended, in licensed books, in sermons, in universitie
acts and disputations. 2. Divers popish ceremonies
have been not only practised but countenanced, yea, little
less thau injoyned, as altars, images, crucifixes, bowings,
and other gestures and observances !, which put upon

+ 1 See the Life of Eliot, p. 87, 88. and Life of Strafford, p, S13—317.
VOL. 111. H
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our churches 2 shape and face of poperie. Hee com-
pared this to the drie bones in Ezekiel. First,they came
together ; then the sinews and the fleg came upon them ;
after this the skin covered them; and then breath and life
was put into them ! So (he snid) after these men had
moulded ux into an outward forme and »isage of poperie,
they wonld more boldly endewvour to breathe into us the
spirit of life and poperee.

*“ The third grievance was the countenancing and
preferring  those men who were most forward in
setting up such innovations: the particulars were so
well known, that they needed not to be named.

“ The fourth was, the discouragement of those who
were knowne to hee most conscionable and faithfull pro-
fessors of the truth. Some of the wayes of effecting this
he observed to be these.  The courses taken to inforce
and inlarge those wnhappy differences, for anatters of
small mowent, which hare been winongst ourselves, and
to raise up new occasions of further division, wherehy
many have been induced to forsake the land, not secing
the end of those voluntarie and human injunctions in
things appertaining to God's worship.  Those who are
indeed lovers of religion, and of the churches of God,
would seek to make up those breaches, and to unite us
more entirely against the common enemie. 2. The over
rigid prosccution of those who are scrupnlous in wsing
some things enjoyned, which are held by those who enjoyn
them to be in themselves indifferent. 1t hath beene ever
the desire of this house, exprest in many parliaments
in queene Elizabeth’s time and since, that such might
be tenderly used. It was one of our petitions delivered
at Oxford to his majestie that now is; but what little
moderation it hath produced, is not unknown to us all !
Any other vice almost may be better endured in a mi-
nister than inconformitic! 3. The unjust punishments
and vexations of sundry persons for matters required
without any warrant of law: as, for not reading the
booke concerning recreation on the Lord’s day ; for not
removing the communion table to bee set aliarwise at
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the east end of the chancell ; for not coming up to the
railes to receive the saciament ; for preaching the Lord’s
day in the afternoonc; for catechising in any other
words and manner than in the precise words of the short
catechisme in the common prayer book.

“ The fifth and last grievance coucerning religion, was
the incroachment and abuse of ecclesiastical jurisdiction.
The particulars mentioned were these : —1. Fining and
imprisoning in cases not allowed by law. 2. The
challenging their jurisdiction to be appropriate to their
order, which they alledge to be jure divino. 3. The
contriving and publishing of new articles, upon which
they iuforce the churchwardens to take oaths and to
make inquiries and presentments, as if such artieles had
the force of canons; and this, he said, was an effect
of great presumption and boldnesse, not onely in the
bishops, but in their archdeacons, officials, and chan-
cellors, taking upon themselves a kinde of synodall
authoritie. "The injunctions of this kind might, indeed,
well partake in name with that part of the common law
which is called the extravagants !”

A more masterly statement than this, of the precise
bearings of one of those great questions of the time,
which it is probably the most difficult to sympathise
with now, except, indeed, in the broad statement of a
certain widely felt ecclesiastical oppression, could not
possibly be furnished ; and from such a speaker it is
invaluable,

But Pym'’s treatment of the civil oppressions of the
state is felt, from the nature of the subject, with still
greater force. A more massive document was never
given to history. It has all the solidity, weight, and
gravity of a judicial record ; while it addresses itself
equally to the solid good sense of the masses of the
people, and to the cultivated understandings of the time.
The deliberative gravity, the force, the broad decided
manner of this great speaker, contrast forcibly with those
choice specimens of awkward affectations and laboured

u 2
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extravagances, that have not seldom passed in modern
days for oratory.

« Having dispatched these several points, hee pro-
ceeded to the third kind of grievances, being such as
are against the common justice of the realm, in the
libertie of our persons, and proprietie of our estates, of
which (he said) he had many to propound: in doing
whercof, he would rather observe the order of time.
wherein they were acted, than of consequence ; but
when hee should come to the cure, hee should then per-
suade the house to begin with those which were of most
importance, as being now in exccution, and very much
pressing and gxhausting the commonwealth.

“ He began with the tonnage and poundage, and
other impositions not warranted by law ; and because
these burdens had long lain upon us, and the principles
which produced them, are the same from whence divers
others are derived, he thought it necessary to premise
a short narrative and relation of the grounds and pro-
ceedings ot the power of imposing herein practised. 1t
was (he said) a fundamental truth, essential to the
constitution and government of this kingdom,—an he-
reditarie liberty and privilege of all the freeborn sub-
jects of the land,—that no tax, tallage, or other charge
might be laid upon us, without common consent in
parliament. This was acknowledged by the Con-
queror ; ratified in that contract which he made with
this nation, upon his admittance to the kingdome ; de-
clared and confirmed in the lawes which he published.

“ This hath never been denyed by any of our kings,
though broken and interrupted by some of them, espe-
cially by king John and Henry I1I1. Then, againe, it
was confirmed by Mag. Chart. and other succeeding
lawes: yet not so well settled but that it was sometime
attempted by the two succeeding Edwards ; in whose
times the subjects were very sensible of all the breaches
made upon the common libertie, and, by the oppor-
tanitie of frequent parliaments, pursued them with fresh
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complaints, and for the most part found redresse, and
procured the right of the subject to be fortified by new
statutes.

‘ He observed that those kings, even in the acts vhereby
they did break the law, did really affirm the subject's li-
bertie, and disclaim that right of imposing which is
now challenged : for they did usually procure the mer-
chants’ consent to such taxes as were laid, thereby to
put a colour of justice upon their proceeding; and
ordinarily they were limited to a short time, and then
propounded to the ratification of the parliament, where
they were cancelled or confirmed, as the necessity and
state of the kingdom did require. But for the most
part such charges upon merchandize were taken by
authoritic of parliament, and granted for some short
time, in a greater or lesser proportion, as was requisite
for supply of the publike occasions;—six or twelve in
the pound, for one, two, or threc ycares ; as they saw
cause, to be employced for the defence of the sea: and
it was acknowledged so clearly to be in the power of
parliament, that they have sometimes been granted to
noblemen, and somctimes to merchants, to bee disposed
for that use.  Afterward they were granted to the king
for life, and so continued for divers descents, yet still as
a gift and grant of the commons.

¢ Betwixt the time of Edward ITI. and queene Mary,
never prince (that he could remember) offered to de-
mand any imposition but by grant in parliament.
Queene Mary laid a charge upon cloth, by the equitie
of the statute of tonnage and poundage, becausc the
rate set upon wool was much more than upon cloth;
and, there being little wooll carried-out of the kingdom
unwrought, the queen thought she had ieason to lay
on sumewhat more ; yet not full so much as brought
them to an equalitie, but that still there continued a
lesse charge upon wooll wrought into cloth than upon
wooll carried out unwrought ; until king James's time,
when, upon Nicholson’s project, there was a further

v 3
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addition of charge, but still upon pretence of the sta-
tute, which is that we call the pretermitted custome.
“In queen Klizabeth’s time, it is true, one or two
little impositions crept in, the generall prosperitic of her
raigne overshadowing small errors and innovations. One
of these was upon currants, by occasion of the mer-
chants’ complaints that the Venetians had laid a charge
upon the English cloth, that so we might bee even with
them, and force them the sooner to take it off. But
this being demanded by king Jawgs, was denyed by
one Bates, a merchant, and upon a suit in the exche-
quer, was adjudged for the king. Now, the manner of
that judgement was thus. There were then but three
Jjudges in that court, all differing from one another in
the grounds of their sentences. The first was of opinion,
the king might impose upon such commodities as were
forraign and superfluous, as currants were, but not upon
such as were native and to be transported, or necessarie,
and to be imported for the use of the kingdome. The
second judge was of opinion, he might impose upon all
forraign merchandize, whether superflious or no, but
not upon native. The third, that for as much as the
king had the custody of the ports, and the guard of the
seas, apd that he mig'lt open and shut up the ports as
he pleased, hee had a prerogative to impose upon all
merchandize, both exported and imported. Yet this
single, distracted, and divided judgment, is the found-
ation of all the impositions now in practice ! for after
this, king James laid new charges upon all commodities
outward and inward, not limited to a certain time and
occasion, but reserved to himself, his heires and suc-
cessors, for ever —the first impositions in fee simple that
were ever heard of in this kingdome. This judgment,
and the right of imposing thereupon assumed, was
questioned in septimo and duodecimo of that king, and
was the cause of the breach of both those parliaments.
In 18 & 21 Jacobi, indeed, it was not agitated by this
house, Lut only that they might preserve the favor of
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the king, for the dispatch of some other grcat busi-
nesses, upon which they were more especially attentive.l
But in the first of his present najestie, it necessarily
came to be remembered, upon the proposition on the
kiug's part, for renewing the bill of tonnage and pound-
age ; yet so moderate was that parliament, that they
thought rather to confirm the impositions already set by
4 law to be made, than to abolish them by a judgment
in puliament ; but that and divers inswing parliaments
have been unhappilie broken, before that endeavour could
be accomplished : only at the last meeting a 1emon-
strance was made concerning the libertic of the subject
in this point ; and it hath alwayes beene expressed to
bee the meaning of the house, and so it was (as hee
said) his owne meaning in the proposition now made, to
settle and restore the right according to law, and not
to diminish the king’s profit, but to establish it hy a
free grant in parliament.

““ llowever, since the breach of the last parliament,
his majestie hath, by a new book of rates, very much
increased the burden uponmerchandize ; and now tonnage
and poundage, old and new impositions, arc all taken by
prerogative,without any grant in parliament, or authoritie
of law Jas we conceive; from whencé divers inconveniences
and mischicfs are produced. 1. The danger of the
president, thata judgment in one court, and in one case,
is made binding to all the kingdome. 2. Men's goods
are scized, their legall suits are stopped, and justice
denyed to those, that desire to take the hgnefit of the
law. 3. The great sums of money received upon these
impositions, intended for the guard of the seas, claimed
and defended upon no ground but of publike trust, for
protection of merchants and defence of the ports, are
dispersed to other uses, and a new tax raised for the
same purposes. 4. These burdens are so excessive,
that trade is thereby very much hindered, the commo-
dities of our own growth extremely abased, and those
imported much enhaunsed ; all which lies not upon the

1 The war with the Palatinate. 4502 Life of Eliot, p. 18—24 n
1
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merchant alone, but upon the generalitie, of the-subject';
and by this means the stock of the kingdom is much
diminisht, our exportation being lesse profitable, and gur
importation more changeable. And if the warrs end
troubles in the neighbour parts had not brought almost the
whole streame of trade into this kingdome, we should have
found many more prejudiciall effects of these impositions,
long before this time, than yet wee have done. Fspe-
cially they have beene insupportable to the poore plant-
ations, whither many of his majestic’s subjects have beene
transported, in divers parts of the continent and islands
of America, in furtherance of a designe tending to the
honor of the kingdome, and the inlargement of his
majestie’s dominions. The adventurers in this noble
worke have for the most part no other support but
tobacco, upon which such a heavy rate is set, that the
king receives twice as much as the true value of the
commoditie to the owner. 5. Whereas these great
burdens have caused divers merchants to apply them-
sclves to a way of traffique abroad by transporting goods
from one countrey to another, without bringing them
home into England. But now it hath beene lately
endeavoured to set an imposition upon this trade, so
that the king will have a dutie even out of those com-
moditie$ which never come within his dominions, to the
great discouragement of such aetive and industrious
men.

“The aext gencrall head of civill grievances, was
inforcing en to compound for knighthood ; which
though it may secme past, because it is divers yeares
since it was used, yet upon the same grounds the king
may renew it, as often as he pleaseth, for the composition
looks backward, and the offence continuing is subject to
a new fine. The state of that businesse he layed downe
thus : — Heretofore, when the services due by tenure.
were taken in kind, it were fit there were some way of
triall and approbation of those that were bound to such
services. Therefore it was ordained, that such as were
tp doe knight's services, after they came of age and had
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- possextion” of their lands, should bee made knights;

that is, publikely declared to bee fit for that service: —
divers ceremonies and solemnities were in use for this
purpose ; and if by the partie’s neglect this was not
done, he was punishable by fine; therebeing in those times
an ordinary and open way to get knighthood, for those
who were borne to it. Now it is quite true, that although
the use of this hath for divers ages been discontinued,
yet therc have past very few kings under whom there
hath not been a generall summons, requiring those who
had lands of such value as the law prescribes, to appeare
at the coronation, or some other great solemnitie, and to
bee knighted, and yet nothing intended but the getting
of some small fines. So this grievance is not altogether
new in the kind ; but it is new in the manner, and in
the excesse of it, and that in divers respects. 1. First,
it hath been extended beyond all intention and colour
of law. Not only inncholders, but likewise lease-
holders, copyholders, merghants, and others; scarce any
man free from it. 2. THe fines have becn immoderate,
far beyond the proportion of former times. 3. The
proportion have been without any example, president, or
rule of justice. For though those that were summoned
did appear, yet distresses infinite were made out against
them, and issues increased and multiplyed, afd no way
open to discharge those issucs, by plea or otherwise, but
oncly by compounding with the commissioners at their
own pleasure.

“The third general head of civil gAevances was,
the great inundation of monopolies ; wherehy heavy
burthens are laid, not only upon forraigne but also
native commodities. These began in the soap patent.
The principall undertakers in this were divers Popish
recusants, men of estate and qualitie, such as in likely-
hood did not only aime at their private gaine, but that by
this open breach of law, the king and his people might be
more fully dirvided, and the wayes of parliument men
more thoroughly obstructed, Amongst the infinite incon-
veniences and mischiefes which this did produce, thgse
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few may be observed. 1. The impairing the goodnesse,
and inhauncing the price of most of the commodities
and manufactures of the reale, yea, of those which are
of most necessarie and common use, as salt, soape, beere,
coles, and infinite others. 2. That, under colour of
licenses, trades and manufactures are restrained to a few
hands, and many of the subjects deprived of their
ordinary way of livelihood. 3. That upoun such illegall
grants, a great number of persons had beene unjustly
vexed by pursevants, imprisonments, attendance upon
the counsell table, forfeiture of goods, and many other
wayes.

““ The fourth head of civil grievances was, that great
and unparalleled grievance of the ship money, which,
though it may sceme to have more warrant of law than
the rest, because there hath a judgement passed for it,
yet in truth it is thercby aggravated, if it bee considered
that the judgement is founded upon the naked opinion
of some judges without any written law, without any
custome, or authoritie of law®bookes, yea, without any
one president for it! Many expresse lawes, many de-
clarations in parliaments, and the constant practice and
Jjudgment at all times being against it! yea, in the very
nature of it, it will be found to be disproportionable to
the case of ¢ mecessitic’ which is pretended to be the
ground of it! Necesvitic excludes all formalities and
solemnities. It is no time then to make levies and taxes,
to build and prepare ships. Every man’s person, every
man’s ships, are to be imployed for the resisting of an
invading enemic. "The right on the subject’s part was
so cleare, and the pretences against it so weake, that hee
thought no man would venture his reputation or con-
science in the defence of that judgment, being so con-
trary to the grounds of the law, to the practice of former
times, and so inconsistent in its selfe.

‘“ Amongst many inconveniences and obliquities of
this grievance, he noted these. 1. That it extendeth to
all persons, and to all times ; it subjecteth our goods to
distresse, and our persons to imprisonment ; and, the
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causes of it being secret and invisible, referred to his
majesties breast alone, the subject was left without
possibilitie of exception and reliefe. 2. That there was
no rules or limits for the proportion ; so that no man
knew what estate he had, or how to order his course or
expences. 3. That it was taken out of the subject’s
purse by a writt, and brought into the king's coffers by
instructions from the lords of his most honourable
privie councell. Now in the legall defence of it, the
writ only did appeare ; of the instructions there was no
notice taken, which yet in the real execation of it were
most predominant. It carries the face of service in the
writ, and of revenue in the instructions.  Why, if this
way had not been found to turn the ship into money, it
would casily have appeared how incompatible this service
is with the office of a sheriffe, in the inland counties ;
and how incongruous and inconvenient for the inhabit-
ants !  The law in a body politike is like nature, which
alwayes prepareth and disposeth proper and fit instruments
and organes for every naturall opevation. If the law had
intended any such charge as this, there should have
beene certaine rules, suitable meanes and courses, for the
levying and managing of it.

““The fifth head was the inlargement of the forrests
beyond the bounds and perambulations appointed and
established by act of parliament 27 & 28 Edward
L ; and this is done upon the very reasons and
exceptions which had been on the king’s part pro-
pounded, and by the commons answered, in parliament,
not long after that establishment. 1t is not unknowne
to many in this house, that those perambulations were
the fruit and effect of that famous charter which is
called Charte de forrestd, whereby many tumults,
troubles, and discontents had beene taken away, and
composcd between the king and his subjects ; and it is
full of danger, that by reviving those old questions, wee
may fall into the like distempers. Hereby, however, no
blame could fall upon that great lord, who is now justice
in Eyre, and in whose name these things were acted ; it



108 BRITISH STATESMEN,

could not be expected that he should take notice of the
lawes and customes of the realme; therefore he was
carefull to procure the assistance and direction of the
Judges ; and if any thing were donc against law, it
was for them to answer, and not for him.

“ The particular irregularities and obliquities of this
businessc were these :—1. The surruptitious procuring
a verdict for the king; without giving notice to the
countrey, whercby they might be prepared to give in
evidence for their own interest and indemnitie ; as was
done in Essex. 2. Whereas the judges in the justice
seat in Essex were consulted with, about the entry of
the former verdict, and delivered their opinion touching
that alone, without medling with the point of right ;
this opinion was after inforced in other countics, as if it
had been a judgement upon the matter, and the coun-
cell for the county discountenanced in speaking, because
it was said to be alrcady adjudged. 3. The inheritance
of divers of the subjects have beene hereupon disturbed,
after the quiet possession of three or four hundred
years, and a way opened for the disturbance of many
others. 4. Great summs of money have been drawn
from such as have lands within these pretended bounds,
and those who have forborne to make composition have
beene threatened with the exccution of these forest lawes.
5. The fifth was the selling of nusances, or at least
some such things as are supposed to bec nusances. The
king, as father of the commonwealth, is to take care
of the publike commodities and advantages of his sub-
jects, as rivers, highways, common sewers, and such
like, and is to remove whatsoever is prejudiciall to
them ; and for the tryall of those, there are legall and
ordinary writs of ad quod damnum ; but of late a new
and extrajudiciall way hath beene taken, of declaring
matters to be nusances ; and divers have thereupon been
questioned, and if they would not compound, they have
beene fined ; if they doe compound, that which was
first prosecuted as a common nusance, is taken into the
king's protection, and allowed to stand ; and having
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yeelded the king money, no further care is taken whe-
ther it be good or bad for the commonwealth, By this
a very great and publike trust is either broken or ubused.
If the matter compounded for be truly a nusance, then
it is broken to the hurt of the people ; if it bee not a
nusance, then it is abused to the hurt of the partie. The
particulars mentioned were: First, The commission
for buildings in and about this towne, which heretofore
hath beene presented by this house as a grievance in
king James his time, but now of late the exccution
hath beene much more frequent and prejudiciall than
it was before. Secondly, Commission for depopulations,
which began some few ycars since, and is still in hot
prosecution. By both these the subject is restrained
from disposing of his owne. Somec have heen com-
manded to demolish their houses; others have been
forbidden to build ; others, after great trouble and vex-
ation, have beene forced to redeeme their peace with
large summes, and they still remain, by law, as lyable to
a new question as before ; for it is agrecd by all, that
the king cannot license a common nusance ; and al-
though indeed these are not such, yet it is a matter
of very ill consequence, that under that name they
should be compounded for, wnd may in ill times here-
after bee made a president for the kings of this reabine
to cluiime a power of licensing such things as are nu-
sances indeed.

“ The scventh great civil grievance hath been, the
militarie charges laid upon the severallJcounties of the
kingdome ; sometimes by warrant under his majestie’s
signature ; sometimes by letters from the councell table;
and sometimes (such hath been the boldnesse and pre-
sumption of some men), by the order of the lord licu-
tenants, or deputy lieutenant alonc. This is a growing
evill ; still multiplying and increasing from a few par-
ticulars to mahy, from small summes to great. It be-
gan first to be practised as a loane, for supply of coat
and conduct money ; and for this it hath some coun-
tenance from the use in queen Elizabeth's time, when
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the lords of the councell did often desire the deputy
lieutenants to procure so much moncy to be laid out in
the countrey as the service did require, with a promise to
vay it againe in London ; for which purpose there was
a constant warrant in the exchequer. 'This (he said)
was the practice in her time, and in a great part of king
James's. But the payments were then so certain, as it
was little otherwise than taking up money upon bills of
exchange. At this day they follow these presidents in
the manner of the demand (for it is with a promise of
a repayment), but not in the certaintie and readinesse
of satisfaction.

“The first particular brought into a tax (as he
thought) was the muster master’s wages, at which many
repined ; but being for small summs, it began to bee
generally digested : yet, in the last parhament, this
house was sensible of it, and to avoid the danger of the
president that the subjects should be forced to make
any payments without consent in parliament, they
thought upon a bill that might bee a rule to the lieu-
tenants what to demand, and to the people what to pay.
But the hopes of this bill were dusht in the dissolution
of that parliement. Now of late divers other particu-
lars arc growing into practise, which make the griev-
ance much more heavie. Those mentioned were these.
1. Pressing men against their will, and forcing them
which are rich or unwilling to serve, to find others in
their place. 2. The provision of publike magazines
for powder, and otlfer munition, spades and pickaxes.
3. The salaric of divers officers besides the muster
master. 4. The buying of cart-horses and carts, and
hiring of carts for carriages.

“The eighth head of civil grievances was the extra-
judiciall declarations of judges, whereby the subjects have
been bound in matters of greaf importancs without
heareing of councell or argument on their part, and are
left without legall remedie, by writ of errour or other-
wise. He remembered the expression used by a
former member of the house, of a “teeming parliament.’
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This (he said) was a teeming grievance; from hence
have issued most of the great grievances now in being.
The ship-money—the pretended nusances already men-
tioned —and some others which have not yet been toucht
upon, — cspecially that concerning the proceedings of
ecclesiastical courts.

““The ninth general head was— that the authoritie and
wisedom of the councell table have been applied to the
contriving and managing of scverall monopolies, and
other great gricvances. The institution of the coun-
cell table was much for the advantage and securitie
of the subjcet, to avoid surrcptitious and precipitate
courts in the great affairs of the kingdome. But by
law an ocath should be taken by all those of the king's
counscll ; in which, amongst other things, it is exprest
that they should for no cause forbeare to doc 1ight, to
all the king’s people.  If such an oath be not now
taken, he wisht it might be brought into use agruine.

“ It was the honour of that table, to bee as it were
incorporated with  the king ; his royall power and
greatnesse did shine most conspicuously in their actions,
and in their councels.  Wee have heard of projectors
and resurces leretofore ; and what opinion and relisle
they have found in this house is not unknown. But
that any such thing should be acted by the councell
table, which might give strength and countenance to
monopolies, as it hath not been used till now of late,
s it cannot be apprehended without the just griefe of
the honest subject, and enconragementt of those who are
ill affected.  He remembered that in tertio of this
king, a noble gentleman, then a very worthy member
of the commons’ house, now a great lord and eminent
counsellour of state, did in this place declare an opinions
concerning that clause used to bee inserted in pattents
of monopolie, whereBy justices of peace are com-
manded to assist the pattentees; and that he urged it to
be agreat dishonour to those gentlemen which are in
commission to be so meanely employed: — with how
much more reason may wee, in jealousie of the
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honour of the councell table, humbly desire that their
precious time, their great abilities, designed to the.
publike care and service of the kingdome, may not
receive such a staine, such a diminution, as to bes
employed in mattcrs }of so0 ill report, in the estimation
of the luw ; of so ill effect, in the apprehension of she
people !

“ 'The tenth head of civil grievances was comprised
in the high court of starchamber ; which somé thinke
succeeded that which in the parliament rolls is called
magnum concilium, and to which parliaments were wont
g0 often to referre those important matters which they
had no time to determine. But now this court, which in
the late restauration or erection of it, in Henry VIL.’s
time, was .especially designed to restraine the oppres-
sion of great men, and to remove the obstructions and
impediments of the law, — this, which is both a court
of councell and a court of justice, — hath been made
an instrument of crecting and defending monopolies
and other grievances ; to sct a face of right upon those
things which arc unlawfull in their own nature; a
face of publike good, upon such as are pernicious in
their use and exceution. | The soape-patent and divers
other evidences thereof may be given, so well known
as not to require a particular relation. And as if
this were not enough, this court hath lately intermedled
with the ship money! divers sheriffes have been
questioned, for not levying and collecting such summs
as their counties have been charged with ; and if this
beginning bec not prevented, the starre chamber will
become a court of revenue, and it shall bee made crime
not to collect or pay such taxes as the state shall
require !

“ The cleventh head of civil grievance was now come
to. Ilee said, heec was gone vegy high, yet hee must
go a little higher. That great and most eminent power
of the king, of making edicts and proclamations, which
are said to be leges temporis, and by means of which
our princes have used to encounter with such sudden and
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unexpected danger, as would not indure so much delay,
as assembling the great councell of the kingdome —
"this, which is one of the most glorious beames of
majestie, most rigorous in commanding reverence and’
subjection, hath, to our unspeakable griefe, been often
exercised of late for the enjoyning and maintaining
sundry monopolies and other grants; exceeding burs
densome, and prejudiciall to the people.

“The twelfth next. Now, although he was come as
high as he could upon carth, yet the presumption of
evill men did leade him one step higher—ecven as high
as heaven —as high as the throne of God! It was now
(he said) growne common for ambitious and corrupt men
of the clergie to abuse the truth of God and the bond of
conscience ; preaching downe the lawes and liberties of
the kingdom; and pretending divine authoritie for an
absolute power in the king, to do what he would with
our persons and goods. This hath been so often pub-
lished in sermons and printed bookes, that it ix now the
high way to preferment !

¢ In the last parliament we had a sentence of an offence
of this kind against one Manwaring, then a doctor, now
a bishop ; concerning whom (hee said) he would say no
more but this, that when he saw him at that barre, in
the most humble and dejected posture that ever he oh-
served, he thought he would not so soone have leapt into
« hishop's chaire ! But his successe hath ¢cmboldened
others ; thetefore (he said) this may well bee noted as a
a double grievance, that such doctrine should be al-
lowed, and that such men should bee preferred ; yea, as a
roote of grievances, whereby they indeavour to corrupt
the king’s conscience, and, as much as in them lyes, to
deprive the people of that royal protection to which his
majestic is bound by the fundamentall lawes of the
kingdome, and by his dwn personall oathe.

““ The thirteenth head of civil grievances he wonld thus
express : The long intermission of parliaments, contrary
to the two statutes yet in force, whereby it is appointed
there should bee parliaments once a yeare, at the least ;

VOL. 111 1
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and most contrary to the public goode of the kingdome ;
since, this being well remedied, it would generate re-
medies for all the rest.”
" These extracts will be thought as important as they
are interesting, by every student of English history, or
of the noblest aspects of the English character. To
abridge them would be indeed to realise the story of
the man who put a brick in his pocket, thinking to
show it as the model of a house. What a grave, clear,
solid, and laborious style! What honest seriousness and
simplicity of tone in the reasoning! What an exquisite
general union of fact and feeling in the ideas! What
tenacity and firmness in the expression! No where is
thereany affectation of philosophy or finetaste ; the under-
standing is invigorated and nourished throughout with its
proper food. 1will only observe further, that the won-
derful adaptation of the manner and construction of the
speech to the peculiar circumstances of the occasion, will
be better felt by the reader hereafter.

¢ Having gone through the severall heads of griev-
ances, he came to the second maine branch, propounded
in the beginning : that the disorders from whence these
grievances issued were as hurtfull to the king as to
the people, of which he gave divers rcasons. 1. The
interruption of the sweet communion which ought to be
betwixt the king and his people, in matters of grace and
supply. They have need of him by his generall pardon ;
to be secured from projectors and informers; to bee
freed from obsolete laws; from the subtle devices of
such as seck to restraine the prerogative to their owne
private advantage, and the public hurt: and he hath
need of them for counsel and support, in great and
extraordinary occasions. This mutuall intercourse, if
indeed sustained, would so weane the affections and
interests of his subjects into his actions and designes,
that their wealth and their persons would be his; his
own estate would be managed to most advantage; and
publike undertakings would be prosecuted at the charge
and adventure of the subject. The victorious attempts
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in queene Elizabeth’s time upon Portugall, Spaine, and
the Indies, were for the greatest part made upon the
subjects’ purses, and not upon the queene’s ; though the
honour and profit of the successe did most accrew to
her. 2. Those often breaches and discontentments be-
twixt the king and the people are very apt to diminish
his reputation abroad, and disadvantage his treaties and
alliances. 3. The apprehension of the favor and incou-
ragement given to poperie hath much weakened his
majesty’s partic beyond the sea, and impaired that ad-
vantage which queene Elizabeth and his royall father
have heretofore made, of being heads of the protestant
union. 4. The innovations in religion and rigour of
ecclesiasticall courts, have forced a great many of his
majesty’s subjects to forsake the land ; whereby not only
their persons and their posteritie, but their wealth and
their industry, are lost to this kingdome, much to the
reduction, also, of his majestie’s customes and subsidies.
And, amongst other inconveniences of such a sort, this
was especially to be observed, that divers clothiers,
driven out of the countrey, had set up the manufacture
of cloth beyond the seas ; whereby this state is like to
suffer much by abatement of the price of woolls, and
by want of employment for the poore ; both which like-
wise tend to his majestie’s particular losse. 5. It puts
the king upon improper wayces® of supply, which being
not warranted by law, are much more burdensome to the
subject than advantageous to his majestie. In France,
not long since, upon a survey of the king’s revenue, it
was found that two parts in three never came to the
king’s purse, but were diverted to the profit of the
officers or ministers of the crowne, and it was thought a
very good service and reformation to reduce two parts
to the king, leaving still a third part to the instruments
that were employed about getting it in. It may well
be doubted that the king may have the like or worse
successe in England, which appears already in some
particulars. The king, for instance, hath reserved
upon the monopoly of wines thirty thousand pound
12
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rent a yeare; the vintner payes forty shillings a
tun, which comes to ninety thousand pounds; the
price upon the subject by retaile, is increased two-pence
a quart, which comes to eight pound a tun, and for
forty-five thousand tun brought in yearly, amounts
to three hundred and sixty thousand pounds; which is
three hundred and thirty thousand pounds losse to
the kingdome, ahove the king's rent! Other mo-
nopolies also, as that of soape, have beene very charge-
able to the kingdome, and brought very little treasure
into his majestie’s coffers. Thus it is that the law
provides for that revenue of the crown which is na-
turall and proper, that it may be safely collected, and
brought to account ; but this illegal revenue, being with
out any such provision, is left to hazard, and much
uncertainty, either not to be retained, or not duly ac-
counted of. 6. It is apt to weaken the industrie
and courage of the subject ; if they be left uncertaine,
whether they shall reap the benefite of their own paines
and hazard.  Those who ave brought into the condition
of slaves will easily grow to « slavish disposition, who,
having nothing to loose, doe commonly shew more
bolduesse in disturbing than defending a kingdome.
7. These irregular courses doe give opportunitie to ill
instruments, to insinuate themselves into the king’s
service, for we cannot but observe, that if @ man be
officions in furthering their inordinate burdens of ship
money, monopolies, and the like, it varnisheth over all
other faults, and makes him fit both for imployment and
preferment : so that out of their offices, they are fur-
nisht for vast expences, purchases, buildings; and the
king loseth often more in desperate debts at their
deaths, than he got by them all their lives. Whether
this were not lately verified in a westerne man, much
imployed while he lived, he leaves to the knowledge
of those who were acquainted with his course ; and
he doubted not but others might be found in the like
case. The same course, again, has been pursued with
those that are affected to popery, to prophanesse, and
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to superstitious innovations, in matters of religion.
Al kinds of spies and intelligencers have means to be
countenanced and trusted if they will be but zeulous in
these kinde of services, which, how much it detracts
from his majestie, in honor, in profit, and prosperitie
of publike aftairs, lyes open to every man’s apprehension,
And from these reasons or some of them, he thought
it proceeded that through the whole course of the English
story it might be observed, that those kings who had beene
most respectfull of the laws, had becne most eminent in
greatnesse, in glory, and successe, both at home and
abroad ; and that others, who thought to subsist by the
violation of them, did often fall into a state of weak-
nesse, povertie, and infortunitie. 8. The differences
and discontents betwixt his majestic and the people at
home, have in all liklyhood diverted his royall thoughts
and councells from those great opportunities which
he might have, not only to weaken the house of Aus-
tria, and to restore the palatinate, but to gaine himself
a higher pitch of power and greatnesse than any of
his ancestors. For, it is not unknownec how wecake,
how distracted, how discontented the Spanish colonies
are in the West Indies. Z%ere are now in those parts,
in New England, Virginia, and the Carib 1slands, and
in the Barmudos, at least sixly thousand able persons
of this nation, many of them well armed, and their
bodies seasoned to that climate, which, with a very small
charge, might be set down in some advantageous purts
of these pleasunt, rich, and fruitfull countries, and easily
make his majestie master of all that treasure, which not
only foments the warre, but is the great support of
popery in all parts of Christendome. 9. And lastly, those
courses are like to produce such distempers in the state
as may not be settled without great charge and losse ;
by which means mor¢ may be consumed in a few
months than shall be gotten by such wayes in many
yeeres.

¢ Iaving thus past through the two first generall

13
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branches, he was now come to the third, wherein he
was to set downe the wayes of healing and removing
those grievances, which consisted of two maine branches :
first, in declaring the law where it was doubtfull ; the
second, in better provision for the execution of law,
where it is cleere. But (hee said) because he had al-
ready spent much time, and began to finde some con-
[fusion in his memory, he would refer the particularrs to
another opportunity, and for the present only move that
which was generall to all, and which would give waight
and advantage to all the particular wayes of redresse.

““ That is, that wee should speedily dggire a conference
with the lords, and acquaint them with the miserable
condition wherein wee finde the church and statc ; and
as we have already resolved to joyn in a religious seek-
ing of God, in a day of fast and humiliation, so to
intreat them to concur with us in a parliamentary
course of petitioning the king, as there should be oc-
casion ; and in searching out the causes and remedies
of these many insupportable grievances under which we
lye. That so by the united wisedome and authoritie of
both houses, such courses may be taken as (through
God’s blessing) may advance the honor and greatnesse
of his majestie, and restore and establish the peace and
prosperitie of the kingdome.

“This (hee said) we might undertake with comfort
and hope of successe: for though there be a darknesse
upon the lund, ¢ thick and palpable darkness, lilee that
of Egypt ; yet, as in that the sunne had not lost his
light, nor the Egyptians their sight (the interruption
was only in the medium), so with us there is still (God
be thanked) light in the sun — wisdome and justice in
hix mdjestie — to dispell this darknesse; and in us there
remains a visual fuculty, whereby we are enabled to
apprehend, and mored to desire, Liont. And when we
shall be blessed in the enjoying of it, we shall thereby
be incited to return his majestic such thanks as may
make it shine more cleerely in the world, to his owne
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glory, and in the hearts of his people, to their joy and
contentment.” !

1 1 found this speech, as T have already stated, in the very valuable col.
lection of king's pamphlets now deposited m the British Museum [I'he
effect 1t produced, and the numerous abridginents of 1t taken at the time
by different bers, for the purpose of 1 tl the country,
as described by May, have led to a curious confusion respecting 1t. The
varying versions of the same speech have been treated as separate apecches
by all the historians, collectors, and memonalists, cxcept Lord Clarendon,
I cannot account for the error in Rushworth’s case (compare vol ui. p. 1181,
of his collections, with vol. iv. p. 21), save by the supposition of’ the second
report having been wiserted by the publisher atter the collector's death,

¢ loose way i which it appears, thrown in as it were 1 a lump ** with
the other speeches that follow it, certainly favours this supposition ; which
is strengthened by the circumstance of this very collection of speeches, in.
cluding the abridgment of Pym’s spcech in the April parhament, having
heen published in 164 dehivered n the long parhament, whereas many
of them, with Pym's, Blong to the previous meeting. Compare Rudyard’s,
Grimston's, &c. T'his would prubably not be thought worth remarking on,
were 1t not that it establishes Clarendon’s accuracy on a point that has been
disputed, and 1s unportant n reference to Pym hanself. 1t 18 now clear to
me, as Clarendon states, that the firat specch dehivered by this great states-
man 1n the long parhiament, was the speech m which he denounced Lord
Strafford It marks, emphatically, the difference that was obvious 1 his
““temper 1 will subjoin, as a curiosity, the nahed outhne which White-
lock gives of * Pym on gricvances, ” and ugnn which it 18 to be observed,
that, though 1t1s given i the mention of the opeming procecdings in the
lung parhament, Whitclock's words by no means imply a contradiction of
the tact that it was delivered the parliament betore.  He rays, many
smart specches were made i the house of commons touching grievances,
which Mr. Pyin divided into three heads ” ‘The tollowing abstract 1s then
gven 1 an volated forin, —no mention of ats dehvery, or the delivery of
any thing like it, having been made by the memorahist in his report of ‘the
Apnil parhament,

L Agawnst pramlege of parliament 11 Prejudiee of religeon. 111 Li-
berty of the subyeet * Under the first head were reckoned © —*¢ 1. Re-
straimng the members of parliament from speahing. 2 Foyludding the
speaker to put a questson 3 Impresonang divers onembers for matters done
i parliament -+ Ry proceedings aganst them ther ¢for e in mferan courts.
5. Lnjomng then good be hawon) and contimuance in pr1son even unto death,
G Abrupt tl‘i\mlulmm of purliaments.” Under the sccond head, ot rehigion,
were mentwoned * -V, Lhe suspension of laws agamst them of the popish
religuon ; Laws and oaths will not yestram them ; the pope dispenscth with
all 2. ¥heir places of trust and honvur an the commonwealth. 3 Thety
Jree resart to Loudon and to the cowsts tu communicate then councils and
designs. 4. As they have a college te Rowne Joy the pope’s authordy in 1ing-
land, so they have a uuncio kere to caccute it,”  Under the mnovations of
rehigion were brought i : — 1 Mantenance of popish tencts, m books,
sermons, and disputes 2 Practice of popsh ceremomcs countenanced and
cyomed, as allar s, vnages, crucifixes, and bowmgs 3 Discouragement of
protestants by rigd pr ion of the scru;  Jor things sndifferent 3
no vice nade of su {;rt'nl as aneonformity 4 Encroachinent ¢f ecclesiuste-
cal jurwdiction - (1) In ﬁmn[t,‘; and imprisoning without law - (2) Chal~
lenging thewr purisdiction to appropriate to thewr ovder, jure divino:
(J.) Contranng and Iubh‘:llm;( new orders of wsitalun i fo ce, as of canans,
the boldness of lnshops, and all thesr subordinate officers and officrals.”
Under the third head, the grievances: — 1. By tonnage and poundage
wnduly tohen. 2 Composition for kmghthood. S.” The unparalleled griev-
ance of ship-money. 4. Enlargement of the forests beyond the due bounds.
5. Selling (_J,I nuisances by compounding for them. 6. The comanpsston for
buldimg 1. The lor depopull Uniawful nulita
charges, by warrant of the king, lettcrs of the councel, and vrders of the
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When Pym resumed his seat, the king’s solicitor,
Herbert, attempted, “ with all imaginable address,” to
call off the attention of the members from the im-
pression his extraordinary speech had made, — but
vainly. The deadly force of Pym’s statements and
reasoning, equalled only by the singular moderation of
his tone, had diffused through the house a deep and
settled calin of determination. A committee was im-
mediately appointed to inquire into the violation of
privilege by the speaker of the last house of commons,
in refusing to put a question on the ground of prohibi-
tion from the king ; the proceedings in the star-cham-
ber and king’s bench respecting the imprisoned mem-
bers, and the deceased Eliot, were ordered to be called
for by the speaker’s warrant ; together with whatever
proceedings had taken place in the exchequer-chamber,
and any other courts, respecting ship-money. Sub-
sequently it was resolved that grievances should be
considered before supply, and that conference on
grievances should be desired by the lords. DPym and
St. John were appointed inanagers of this conference —
“ Mr. Pym for the first, and to make an introduction
to the whole business.” !

Mecanwhile the house of lords, at the earnest and hu-
miliating entreaty of the king, had passed two resolu-
tions, to the effect, that supply ought to have precedence
of grievances, and that the commons should be invited
to a conference, in order to their being disposed thereto.”

These resolutions had  just 'passed, when Pym laid
them before the house of commons as a gross breach of
privilege. An address to the lords was, in consequence,
agreed to and approved, ¢ and that Mr. Pym should go

lientenants of the countics and thewr deputics 9. Erxtrajudicial declarations
o jun}u s without hearang council o1 arguments. 10, Monopolics countes
nanc 'd by the councd table, and justices of the peace required (o assist them
1L The star-chamber court. 12 The hang’s edicts and pr oclamatwns lately
used for maintaming monopohes. 13 The amintious and corrupt clergy
preaching divine authority and absolute power m kings to do what they
wil 14 ‘The inter of pari; "M 13, p. 36.
! Parl Huwst vol vin. p. 436,
. 2 Lords' Journals, Apnil, 1640,
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up to that house with it.” Pym instantly proceeded to
the lords, and the words he uttered are, indeed, me-
morable : —¢“ Your lordships have meddled with, and
advised concerning, both matter of supply and the time
when the same should be made, and this before such
time as the same was moved to your lordships by the
commons. As a course for the repair of this breach of
privilege, the commons beg to suggest, that your lord-
ships would, in your wisdoms, find out, yourselves,
some sort of rcparation, and of prevention of the like
infringement for the future. And the commons humbly
desire, through ne, to represent to your lordships, that,
in ease your lordships have taken notice of any orders
or proceedings of the commons, concerning religion,
property, and privileges, and that they were to proceed
to the supply, which they have some cause to conceive
by these words; € That this being donc, your lord-
ships woulil freely join with the cominons in those threc
things ;".—for the avoiding all misunderstandings between
your lordships and the commons, for time to come,
they desire your lordships hereafter to take no notice of
any thing which shall be debated by the commons, until
they shall themselves declure the same wnto your lordships ;
which the commons shall always observe towards your
lordships’ proceedings, conceiving the contrary not to
consist with the privileges of the house.”!

Some few short ycars before, such an assertion of
power and privilege as this would have seemed mon-
strous; for it implies, it will be observed that
even upon the king’s information and authority, their
lordships were not ever to touch upon the proceedings
of the commons. But the reader who has observed the
course pursued by Pym and his associates, in James's
parliaments of 1614 and 1620, as detailed in these
pages, and reflects how decply the principles then in-
sisted on must have sunk, during the succeeding twenty
years, into the minds of the people, and what a conse-
quent vigour and diffusion had been given to the demo-

! Old Parl Hist. vol. vin. p. 455.
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cratic principle — his surprise at Pym’s tone will cease.
How much more flagrantly absurd is the appearance
which Charles’s pretensions assume !

On Pym’s return to the house, he was thanked  for
the good service he did them! ;” and the orjiginal con.
ference appointed with the lords was directed to pro-
ceed. Pym and St. John, on the part of the commons,
persisted in claiming precedence for redress of griev-
ances; but the dispute was interrupted, in this stage,
by a message from Charles, demanding an immediate
answer whether he was to have supply or not; and
followed by a proposition from the elder Vane, now
secretary of state, as well as trcasurer of the household,
that the king would give up his right to ship-money, in
consideration of a grant of twelve subsidies, payable in
three years. Strenuous debates arose on this proposi-
tion. Pym and Hampden, backed by the more fear-
less patriots, objected, not only that the sum was too
great, but that such a transaction would recognize the
legality of ship-money. 'The court party, seconded by
Hyde and the trimmers, urged the advantage of closing
with the offer. The debates lasted two days. On the
second day, after the house had sat from eight in the
morning till five in the afternoon, debating two antago-
unist resolutions, from Hampden and Hyde, the latter
proposing to grant a supply ¢ without naming the
amount,”’—Vane told the house distinctly that the king
woulld accept nothing short of his original demand in
amount and manner ; and an instant adjournment was
the consequence. At an early hour on the following
morning, the parliament was dissolved.

Clarendon has ascribed this dissolution to the perfidy
of Vane, and asserts that Charles himself repented of
the act the instant after it was performned. But the
king’s solicitor, Herbert, is not accused of perfidy, and
Clarendon admits that he seconded Vane's statement,
while all the other privy counsellors present sanctioned
it in silence. The truth is, that the noble historian

| Old Parl Hist. vol. vuu, p. 455.
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wishes to make it appear that the house would have
favoured his proposal in the end ; whereas Vane inter-
preted the temper and disposition of the members far
more truly.! Neither Laud nor his biographer have
accused Vane ; secretary Windebanke declared at the
time, that though the dissolution was “a very great dis-
aster,” there was “ no other way2 ;" and finally, the king
himself has thoroughly repudiated the “ case” his noble
advocate strives to make out, by one of his own accus-
tomed and deliberate acts of imbecile rage and madness.
Some days after the dissolution, he consigned Mr. Crew,
the chairman of the committee for religion, to the Tower ;
because that high-spirited gentleman refused to sur-

! 1 subjoin a passage from a historian who equally admires both Claren-
don and the king, and which seems to me to set the question atrest.  Carte
in his General History, vol av. p. 281, 282, says: — ‘ From the part Vane
acted soon after, he was supposed to have given those assurances with as
much malice as talschood, 1n order to throw all into contusion, either put
of dmsaffection to his majesty, or a mortal hatred to the carl of Stratford,
who had opposed his promotion, and whose rum was then prnjrrlmﬁ.
There was no guessing at the motives of Herbert's conduct . and though
his views were different from Vanc's, they both joined in represeating the
general humaornr and dnaffection of the house to be so molent, that if the
members came together again, they wounld pass such a vate agarnst ship-
money, as would blast that 1 cvenue and other branches of the recerpt. ‘The
noble historian from whora this relation 1y taken, and who bore so cona-
derable a part m the debate, seems to have thought this representation ex-
aggerated © but o may well be questioncd, whether his candour and favours
able oprnton of some persons, weth whom he unwardy concurred semany of
thear measurcs, and whose dark designs he had not yct discovered, did not
lbias has judgment : and there was certamly a great falure at least of his
memory 10 the accounts he gives ot the debates, as 1t they had taken up
two days, whercas what he says of them passed only on the second day
(Monday), when the proposal of twelve subsudies was made, and cmbar.
rassed the question  On Saturday, the debate could only turn on the single
point, whether a supply should or should not he granted  If this questuon
was not then put, 8 must be pnputed to the stiength of the pay ty whach was
Jor postponng the supply tl_after the redress of gricvances, and had the
day before, by a majority of 257 to 148, rejected the lords’ desire of a present
conference, because they would not be diverted from prosceuting the busi-
ness of ship.money. Whoever likewise considers the whole tenour of pro<
ceedings n this parliament, and compares them with those of the dis-
affected faction n the former parliaments of this reign, atter which it
copied, and observes that a day for the judicial heaning of the cause of
ship-money, in order to repeal the sentence of the judges, had been ap-
P d without any apy of an oppositypn, and was actually come,
will be apt to think it notll founded.  *  ®  Fus majesty could scarce
entertam better hopes, or expect different measurcs, from an assembly whose
procecdings were chicfly directed by Pym and Hampden ; two whole days
spent in debates, without coming to a lusion, or putting a g
showed sufticiently an indisposition to grant a supply : all appearances

I the suggestion of these terrible votes about ship-money, and
other branches of the revenue, which would have been the utter ruin of
his majesty’s affairs

2 See the Clarendon State Papers, vol. ii. p.86.
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render certain petitions that had been entrusted to him,
when their disclosure would have abandoned many cleri-
cal petitioners to the vengeance of their metropolitan,
Two other members, sir John Hotham and Mr. Bellasis,
were also committed for refusing to disclose to the
council what had passed in parliament. And these
proceedings were appropriately wound up by the issue
of a declaration of reasons for the dissolution, in which,
among other notable matters, Pym, Hampden, St. John,
and the rest, are thus described : ¢ The ill.affected
members of the house of commons, instead of an hum-
ble and dutiful way of presenting their grievances to his
majesty, have taken upon them to be the guiders and
directors in all matters that concern his majesty’s go-
vernment, both temporal and ecclesiastical ; and (as if
kings were bound to give an account of their regal actions,
and of their manner of government, to their subjects as-
sembled in parlioment) they have, in a very audacious and
insolent way, entered into examination and censuring of
the present government, traduced his majesty’s admi-
nistration of justice, and rendered, as much as‘in them
lay, odious to the rest of his majesty’s subjects, not only
the officers and ministers of state, but even his majesty’s
very government,”

On the occasion of this dissolution there was no
violence, no protest, no show of resistance in the
smallest degree, on the part of the commons. Every
thing was deep, settled, calm : if there was a ruffle on
the surface, it was one of joy. Iitherto the faces of
sagdcious men had darkened at a parliament’s dis-
solution, but they werc serenc and smiling now. < It
was observed,” says Clarendon, ‘¢ that in the counte-
nances of those who had most opposed all that was
desired by his majesty, there was a marvellous serenity ;
nor could they conceal the joy of their hearts, for they
knew cnough of what was to come to conclude that
the king would be shortly compelled to call another
parliament.  Within an hour after the dissolving, Mr.
Hyde met Mr. Saint John, who had naturally a great



JONIN PYM. 125

cloud in his face, and very seldom was known to smile,
but then had a most cheerful aspect; and- seeing the
other melancholic, as in truth he was from his heart,
asked him, what troubled him? who answered, that
the same that troubled him, he believed, troubled most
good men: that in such a time of confusion, so wise a
parliament, which alone could have found remedy for
it, was so unseasonably dismissed : the other answered,
with a little warmth, ¢ that a/ was well ; and that it
must be worse, before it could be better ; and that this
parliament could never have done what was nccessary
to be done.””

The reflection of the joy which thus lighted up the
countenance of St. John, exhibited itself in the short-
sighted multitude in the forms of turbulence and
insurrection ; and Clarendon takes the opportunity of
observing that a general impression prevailed, that such
a set of sober and dispassionate men, or fewer who
brought ill purposes with them, as had gonc to the
formation of the house just dissolved, would never
meet in parliament again. This is simply one of
Clarendon’s thousand attempts to mislead the judgment.
A comparison of the lists of the parliaments of April
and November !, will at once convince the reader that
the so terrible change for the court, was in the times,
and not the men.

From the instant of the dissolution, Pym’s excrtions
were truly extraordinary. The party, and the purposes
of the party, were now to be organised for the last tine.
 Mr. Pym,” says Clarendon, “continued after the un-
happy dissolution for the most part about London, in
conversation and great repute amongst those lords who
were most strangers to the court, and were believed
most averse to it ; in whom he improved all imaginable
jealousies and discontents towards the state.”” There is
no doubt that a close correspondence with the Scotch
commissioners, was now entered into, under the ma-
nagement of himself and Hampden ; and two places

! In Nalson, the Old Parliamentary History, or Rushworth.
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Broughton Castle, in Oxfordshire, the seat of lord Say 1,
and Fawsley, in Northamptonshire, the house of Sir
Richard Knightley (whose son had married Hampden's
daughter) — were, from their position with reference
to the North Road, and their easy distance from Lon-
don, fixed upon for the purposesof frequent consult-
ation.? Pym, Hampden, and St. John, with lords Say
and Brook, and, somewhat later in the year, the earls
of Bedford, Warwick, and Essex, lord Holland, Na-
thaniel Fiennes, and young Vane, here held their meet-
ings ; and a private press, which sir Richard Knightley’s
father had cstablished at Fawsley, was brought into
constant requisition. Whenever, on the other hand, ne-
cessity obliged the meetings to be held in London, they
took place at Pym’s house in Gray’s Inn Lane, from
whence various reports were instantly communicated to
the chief places in the country.’

Meanwhile the disastrous war with Scotland was
dragging the king daily, as Pym had foretold, to the
feet of his subjects. Not a day now passed over the
heads of the court party, without accumulating upon
them some fresh evidences of weakness or dishonour.
The melancholy part which Strafford was forced to
play, lLas been already told. In the midst of their
worst distresses, when Charles had been driven back to
York after the disgraceful affair of Newbourne, and

I “ Tt was much abeerved,” says Fchard, “ that in the Lord Say's house
there was a particular room and a passage to it, which his servants were
nof permntted to come near; and when the company was complete, great
noise and talkings were umaliy heard amongst them, to the adimration of
thase who lived 1n the house, who could not see or discover the persons
themselves.”

4 some have been found to charge dangerous consultations, yéars before
this date, upon the sgame places Ina qamphle! {part 13 of Nu.113. of Kmg’s
Pamphicts), entitied, ““ The English Pope,” published on 1st of July, 1643
(from MS note), 1 find the following (p. 39} ““1t 1% reported, that the
lord Digby of late, being at Mr. Knighticy’s house in Northamptonshire, in
a parlour there, whilst his souldiers were bun‘liy searching, and plundering,
and nitling other roomes, hee smote his hand upon the table, and swore,
* that that was the table whereat all these civil wars had been plotted at
least a dozen yeares before” Tt should seem Mr. Pym had sojourned some
time in that house, and that was sufficient for an interence that the nest of
anabaptists had been there too, and that that nest had studied something,
which neither our hng's cabinet counsellors, nor the juntos of Italy or
Spaine.could make deteasible ™

! Windebanke's letter in the second volume of Clarendon's State Papers.
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¢ when, as Laud expresses it, the king’s counsellors were
¢ at the walll,” secretary Windebanke wrote to inform
them of the frequent asseinblage in London and else-
where of certain persons of quality, mentioning Pym,
Hampden, lords Say, Russel, and Brook, who, he said,
had prevailed with some lords to join them, ¢ that had
been observed not fo be very well contented at the time ;
namely, the earles of Essex, Warwick, and Bedford.”
These meetings, Windebanke added, were much appre-
hended to be ‘for some dangerous practice or intelli-
gence with the rebels of Scotland.”  In Charles’s worst
moments of terror and alarm, he could not divest him-
self of his habits of deceit and perfidy. He now
thought to avert the danger closing round him,-by im-
posing on his people something of the show of a parlia-
ment, which should induce them to give what every
arbitrary expedient had again failed in procuring, and
disarm the popular leaders of their resources. Accord-
ingly, upon a precedent of Edward 111.’s time, he
summoned to York a “ council of peers.” While his
people, under the guidance of Pym and Hampden, were
advancing with giant strides into the just and responsi-
ble governments of the future, this imbecile man pro-
posed to satisfy them by crawling back into precedents
of the barbarous times of Kngland!

As soon as this measure was made public, Pym saw
that his work was accomplished. He prepared a peti-
tion for a parliament ; placed, with their consent, the
names of Bedford, Hertford, Essex, and Warwick, at
its head ; and, with Hampden and St. John, repaired
to York.2 Eight more signatures weie here obtained
from the peers then assembled, and the petition was pre-
sented to the king. 'Bedford and Hertford, being called

! Hardwicke, State Papers, vol. ii. p. 1G8.

2 ¢ At the rame time,” says Clarendon, *“some lords from London (ot
known and since published aftectious to that invasion), attended his majesty
at York with a petition, mgned by others, eight or ten n the whole, who
were craftily pertu-d(‘«f by the leiges s there, Mr. Pym, Mr Hampden, and
Mr. Saint John, to concur i it, heing full of duty and modesty enough,
without considering, that nothing else at that time could have done uns-

chief; and so suffered themselves to be made instruments towards those
ends, which in truth they abhorred.” Clarendon, vol i. p. 239,
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to a conference with the conamittee of State on the sub-
ject, declared boldly, that they ‘ited, hot for themselves
alone, but in trust for ““lnA fother néblemen, and
most of the gentry in sevgral parts of the kingdom.¥
A second petition was ﬁforgﬁde\d‘to"the committee im-
mediately after, from the haftds of,Pym ; also praying
for a parliament, al subscrlbed bysl0,000 citizens of
London.! Other petitions from different quarters, but .
with the same prayer, reached York at the same mo-
ment ; and the king, hunted through all his father's
shifts and expedients of ‘¢ kingcraft,” issued writs for
a new parliament on the 3d of November.

And now again, without the pause of an instant,
Pym a#nd Hampden were seen in the discharge of their ,
great duty, as chiefs and advisers of the people. It is
stated in several hooks of the time, and repeated by
many of the historians?, that between the interval of
the issue of the writs and the elections, they rode through
every county in England, urging the electors to their
duty. Wharwick, Brook, and Bedford, lord Kimbolton
(the carl of Manchester’s son), Fiennes (lord Say’s se-
cond son), and the younger Vane, exerted themselves,
meanwhile, in their respective districts ; and Warwick
soon wrote to his Essex friends from York, so recently
the head-quarters of the king, that  the game was well
begun.” 'The party of the king were not less active,
but they were less successful.

In the opinion of the great mass of the people Pym
was the author of this parliament *—by the common con-
sent of all he was to be placed in the position of its Icader.

f ! The lord mayor had been implored to suppress this petition, but ree
tsed

1 Echard; Carte; Warwick ; Anthonv Wood.

4 I tind this in a curious pamphiet ot the time, which 1 was not able to
discover n the king's collection, but which 1 purchased from Mr. Rodd of
Newport Street, to whose ntelligence and hiberality so many historical col-
lectors have to confess their obligations  The pamphlet is a petition sent
up to the king by large numbers of the common people, at the time of his
attempted nnpeachment for high treason ; and among answers tothe king'’s
charges agamst Pym, contains the following : —** In the fifth article, he is
impeached — € that he hath traiterously indeavoured to subvert the rights
and very being of parhaments * To this we may answer with great facilitic,
ke was the chief cause that this parliament was assembled. and 1t seema
vely incongruous that he should subvert the same.”
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Preparing  himself - for.. Yput. 'grest office, he well
kpew that. the highead of life, and the most
fatal, there & jregl %as to keep his old ap-
pointment with Weéptwdrsh, fow the earl of Strafford.
Aby allusion't3 thih, hs an has been hitherto |
avoided a§ thuch b ice a large portion of
the second volumg of this Worjgw was devoted to
an analysis of his character and"Wetions; and little
allusion will even now be necessary, for those who have
had that analysis before them. Pym judged Went-
worth’s course as a minister too truly, when, on the
occasion of their separation twelve years before, he had
threatened him with a visionary doom. The twelve
years had realised one of the greatest genuises for des-
potic government that the world has known ; but they
had also strengthened, with an almost superhuman
power of popular resistance, the mind of Pym. Went-
worth himself had received occasional very ominous proofs
of this, and some coirespondence passed concerning it
between himself and the king; but Pym’s silence re-
specting the minister in his tamouns speech of the pre.
ceding April, instead of seeming most ominous of all,
had driven back for a time the fear of danger. The
conduct of the great opposition lcader, however, after
the dissolution, recalled Strafford’s worst apprehen.
sions ; and on the disastrous failure of his Scotch ex-
pedition, he prayed the king to be allowed to return to
his Irish government, But the genius of Strafford was
the kmg s last and only hope; and, pledgmg a “royal
word” that not “a hair of his hcad” should be
touched by the parliament, the king ordered his minis-
ter's presence in London. Charles himself knew not
so well as Pym how much Strafford’s genius was indeed
his last resource. And how much less did he know
that while he pledged his word for Strafford’s safety,
a few weightier words, lingering yet in the mind of
Pym, would bring to the people’s service the Tower and
the Block, and break, in one short instant, that spell of

arbitrary power with which he and his father, and the
VOL. 1L X
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worst ministers of both, had been for upwards of
thirty years struggling to subdue the rising liberties !
In the death of Strafford, Pym gaw that the prestige of
royalty, which had hitherto in Charles's worst ex-
tremities availed so mych, would -be*utterly overthrown.
On the 3d of November the' long parliament met.—
There are few wellinférmed students of English history
who, with a fearlets and frank admission of the errors
of this illustrious assembly, do not pause with emotion
at the mention of its name; mindful that there is
scarcely a privilege of good and safe government now en-
Jjoyed by the common people of England that does not "
Jjustly date from its commencement. The day that wit-
nessed that commencement was a bright day for every
one in England, save the ministers and apologlsts for
tyranny. It had a sad and melancholic aspect,” says
lord Clarendon, Y upon the first entrance, which pre-
saged some unusual and unnatural events. The king
himself did not ride with his accustomed equipage nor
in his usual majesty to Westminster, but went privately
in his barge to the parliament stairs, and after to the
church, as if it had beeu to a return of a prorogued
or adjourned parliament. And there was likewise an
untoward, and in truth an unheard-of accident, which
broke mauny of the king’s measures, and infinitely dis-
ordered his service beyoud a capacity of reparation.
From the time the calling a parliament was resolved
upon, the king designed sir Thomas Gardiner, who was
recorder of London, to be speaker in the house of com-
mons, a man of gravity and quickness, that had some-
what of authority. and graccfuluess in his person and
presence, and in all respects equal to the service. There
was little doubt but that he would be chosen to serve in
one of the four places for the city of London, which
had very rarely rejected their recorder upon that occa-
sion ; and lest that should fail, diligence was used in
one or two other places that he might be elected. But
the opposition was so great and the faction so strong
to hinder . his being elected in the city, that four
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others were chosen for that service, without hardly men-
tioning his name ; nor was ther# less industry used to
prevent his being chosen in other places.” 'This inci-
dent was indeed an omen of ill promise for the court.
1t was in that day the invariable usage to select a speaker
on the king's private recommendation; yet on this occa-
sion, without the smallest appearance of discourtesy,
the slavish usage, by means of the admirable organis-
ation of the popular party, was warded off. The king,
taken by surprise, and obliged to name another member
hastily, recommended Lenthall, then only known as a
practising barrister.

The members assembled in great crowds to hear the
king's speech. All the chief leaders of the commons
were there ; Pym (who had again been returned, with
lord Willam Russel, for Tavistock), Hampden (who
sat for Buckinghamshire), St. John, Denzil Holles,
Nathaniel Fiennes, the younger Vane ; aud, still acting
with the people, lord Digby (the fantastically chivalrous
son of the earl of Bristol), lord Falkland, and Edward
Hyde. The chief popular peers were present also;
Francis Russel, earl of Bedford (between whom and
Pym there had been the friendship and mutual counsel
of a life); William Ficnnes and Robert Greville;
lords Say and Brooke ; Robert Devereux, earl of Essex ;
the brothers Henry and Robert Rich, carls of Holland
and Warwick ; and Edward Montagu, lord Kimbolton,
son of the earl of Manchester. Jpon the faces of
almost all these men, Clarendon says, there was a
 marvellous elated”” expression, and he proceeds to
remark of the members of the commons, that * the
same men who six months before were observed to be
of very moderate tempers, and to wish that gentle
remedies might be applied, without opening the wound
too wide, and exposing it to the air, and rather to cure
what was amiss than too strictly to make inquisition
into the causes and original of the malady, talked now in
another dialect both of things and persons.” The truth
was, that as Mr. Hyde, was returning from the house of

K 2
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lords through Westminster, he fell into conversation
with Pym, and that® bold statesman, sounding Hyde
with some distrust of his honesty, cared no longer to
conceal his own prospects or his temper. The aneedote
is worth giving in the words of one of the parties.

“ Mr. Hyde, who was returned to serve for a borough
in Cornwall, met Mr. Pym in Westminster Hall, and con-
ferring together upon the state of affairs, the other told
Mr. Hyde, ¢ that they must now be of another temper than
they were the last parliument ; that they must not only
sweep the house clean below, but must pull down all the
eobwebs which hung in the top and corners, that they
might not breed dust, and so make a foul house here-
after ; that they had now an opportunity to make their
country happy, by removing all grievances, and pulling
up the causes of them by the roots, IF ALL MEN WOULD
po TnerR puries;’ and used much other sharp dis-
course to the same purpose: by which it was discerned,
that the warmest and boldest counsels and overtures
would find a much better reception than those of a
more temperate allay ; which fell out accordingly.”

The first week was devoted to the appointment of
committees, and the reception of petitions. “ Troops
of horsemen,” says Whitelock, “came from several
counties with petitions for redress of grievances and
exorbitanciesin church and state.”” !  One or two sharp
dehates arose on the presentation of these petitions, but
Pym took no share in them. On the 10th of November,
lord Strafford atrived in London.

On the 11th of November, Pym suddenly 2 rose in
his place in the house of commons, stated that he had
matter of the highest importance to lay before the house,
and desired that the strangers’ room should be cleared,
the outer door of the house locked, and the keys laid
upon the clerk’s table. What followed this ominous
announcement must be given chiefly in the words of one
of the members present, since the destruction of this

! Whitelock’s Memorials.
2 This is Rushworth’s expression.
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portion of the journals has left us without any other
record of the momentous scene thit passed.

¢ Mr. Pym,” says Clarendon, ““in a long formed
discourse, lamented the miserable state and condition of
the kingdom, aggravated all the particulars which had
been done amiss in the government, as ‘ done and con-
trived maliciously, and upon deliberation, to change the
whole frame, and to deprive the nation of all the liberty
and property which was their birthright by the laws of
the land; which were now no more considered, but sub-
Jjected to the arbitrary power of the privy council, which
governed the kingdom according to their wil and
pleasure ; these calamities falling upon us in the reign
of a pious and virtuous king, who loved his people, and
was a great lover of justice.” Aud thereupon enlarging
in some specious commendation of the nature and good-
ness of the king, that he might wound him with less
suspicion, he said, ¢ We must inquire from what fountain
these waters of bitterness flowed : what persons they were
who had so far insinuated themselves into his royal
affections, as to be able to pervert his exce'lent judgment,
to abuse his name, and wickedly apply his authority to
countenance and support their own corrupt designs.
Though he doubted there would be many found of this
class, who had contributed their joint endeavours to
bring this misery upon the nation; yet he believed
there was one more signal in that administration than the
Test, being a man of great parts and contrivance, and of
great industry to bring what he designed to pass ; a man,
who in the memory of many present had sate in that house
an earnest vindicator of the laws, and a most zealous
assertor and champion for the liberties of the people ; but
long since turned apostate from those good gffections, and,
according to the custom and nature of apostates, was
become the greatest enemy to the liberties of his country,
and the greatest promoter of tyranny, that any age had
produced.” And then he named ‘the Eanv of S1raw-
Forp, lord lieutenant of Ireland, and lord president of
the council established in York, for the northern parts

x 3
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of the kingdom ; who,” he said, ‘had in both places,
and in all other provirfces wherein his service had been
used by the king, raised ample monuments of his tyran-
nical nature ; and that he believed, if they took a short
survey of his actions and behaviour, they would find
him the principal author and promoter of all those
counsels which had exposed the kingdom to so much
ruin:’ and to this end instanced some high and im-
perious actions done by him in England and in Ire-
land, some proud and over confident expressions in
discourse, and some passionate advices he had given in
the most secret councils and debates of the affairs of
state ; adding some lighter passages of his vanity and
amours ; that they who were not inflamed with anger and
detestation ahainst him for the former, might have less
esteem and reverence for his prudence and diseretion :
and so concluded, ‘that they would well consider how
to provide a remedy proportionable to the disease, and
to prevent the farther mischiefs they were to expect
from the continuance of this great man’s power and
credit with the king, and his influence upon his coun-
sels,” ”

In this brief. sketch, we may trace the outlines of
Pym’s speech on this great occasion, and it is a {resh
proof of his extraordinary powers. But the resources
of a profound understanding are as inexhaustible as
the human heart itself. Variously adapting to his
various hearers the eloquent austerity of his invective,
behold Strafford at one moment elevated to the alarm of
every wise patriot, and in the next shrunk below the
contempt of the meanest person present! Passion,
prejudice, patriotism, every emotion that can actuate
the virtuous or the base, were called into existence by
the orator. It may be to Pym’s advantage or disad-
vantage to state this, but it was so. When he had
ceased, there was but one flame raging through that
great assembly, and the power of Strafford was blasted
for ever. °* v

Meanwhile, as several members from every side of the
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house were swelling the general outery against the
accused, a message arrived from the lords, desiring
iostant conference on a treaty with the Scots. Pym, at
once suspecting that the extraordinary precautions which
had just been taken respecting the exclusion of strangers,
had given surprise and perhaps alarm in certain quarters,
and that, these messengers had a very difterent object
from their‘professed one, dispatched them quickly with
an answer to decline the meeting, on the ground of
very weighty and important business ; and at the same
moment gave ‘“ such advertisement to some of the lords,
that that house might likewise be kept fiom rising,
which would otherwise very much have broken their
measures.” !

““ In conclusion,” proceeds Clarendon, ¢ after many
hours of bitter inveighing, and ripping up the course
of the carl of Strafford’s life before his coming to court,
and his actions after, it was moved, according to the
secret resolution taken before, ‘that he mipght be
forthwith impeached of high treason ;’ whigh was
no sooner mentioned, than it found an universal ap.
probation and consent from the whole house ; nor was
there, in all the debate, one person, [not even Mr, Hyde {]
who offered to stop the torrent by any favourable tes-
timony concerning the carl’s carriage, save only that
the lord Falkland (who was very well known to be
far from having any kindness for him), when the
proposition was made for the present accusing him
of high treason, modestly desired the house to consider
¢ whether it would not suit better with the gravity
of their proceedings, first to digest many of those
particulars, which had been mentioned, by a com-
mittee, before they sent up to accuce him ? declaring
himself to he abundantly satisfied that there was
envugh to charge him:’ which was very ingenuously
and frankly answered by Mr. Pym, ¢ that such a
delay might probably blast all their hopes, and put it
out of ti@ir power to proceed farther than they had

! Clarendon, vol. i. p. 302. Rushworth, vol v, p. 43.
K 4
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done already ; that the earl's power and .credif with
the king, and with all those who bad, ntost ‘cred.l! With:
the king or queen, was so great, that when Hid; dhokitd:
come to know that so much of this ‘wickednige wes
discovered, his own conscience would tell him whit .
he was to expect, and therefore he would u b't.‘
edly procure the parhament to be dissolved, rﬂs
undergo the justice of it, or take some othe esper‘h
course to preserve hmmself, though with te"hazatd ef
the hingdom’s ruin. whereas, 1f they presently’sent
up to mmpeach him of high treason before the house of
peers, 1n the name and on the behalf of all the com. -
mons of kngland, who where represented by them,
the lords would be obhiged n justice to commit him
to safe custody, and so sequester him from resorting
to counsel, or having access to his majesty . and then
they should proceed agamst him m the usual form
with all nccessary expedition’ Lhese reasons of the
haste they made, continues ( larendon, “ so clearly de-
hivercd, gave that umversal satisfaction, that, without
farther considening thc injustice and unreasonableness
of 1t, they voted unammously (for aught appeared to
the contrary by any avowed contradiction), that they
would forthwith send up to the lords, and accuse the
earl ot Strafford ot high trcason, and several other
crimes ard misdancanors, and desire that he might
be presently sequestered fiom the council, and com-
mitted to safe rustody , and Mr Pym was made choice
of tor the messenger to perform that office.’

Atter an interval of four hours, passed by many
persons outside with intense and various anxiety, the
doors of the house of commons opened at last to give
way to I’ym, who, 1ssuing forth at the head of upwards
of 300 representatives, ot the English people, proceeded to
the house of lords, where ¢ Mr Pym, at the bar, and m
the name of the lower house, and of all the commons
of England, impeached Thomas, earl of Sirafford, with
the addition of all his other titles, of high treadin.” !

! Clarendon's Hist vol 1 p %05
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The past was already in the house, according to Cla-
rendin;} wher Pyin-appeared at the bar ; and was even
prepared. guth évidence of a correspondence, between
ym Q&‘;{)tﬂer popudar leaders, and the Scotch, supphed
by she pgriidy and forgery of lord Savile, on which he de-
.slg%at that vgry ynstant to accuse them of treason.
Acodrdi the lively afd graphic narrative of Baille,
}oﬂre\e‘r, Strafford had not yet entered the house with
%qe%; but, after Pym' sudden appearance, the
earlfas thus deseribed . *¢ The lords began to consult

that strange and unexpected motion. The word
«goes 1n haste to the lord hicutenant, wheie he was with
the hking , with speed he comes to the houce, ke calls
rudely at the door , James Maxwell, keeper of the black
rod, opens, hius lordship, with a proud glooming counte-
nance, mikes toward his place at the board-head  But
at oncc many bid him void the house , <o he 1s torced,
1 confusion, to go to the door ull he was called After
consultation being callcdin, he stands, but 1s commanded
to kneel, and on his hnecs to hear the sentenge Be-
mg on his knees, he 15 dehivered to the keeper of the
black rod, to be prisoncr ull he was deared of those
rumes the house of cominons had charged lim with,
He offcred to speak, but was commanded to be gune
without a word  In the outer room, James Maxwcll
requucd him, as prisoner, to ddiver is sword - When
he had got it, he eries with a loud voice tor his man,
to carry my lord hiutenants sword. [his done, he
makes through a number ot poople, towards s coach,
all gazing, no man capping to hvn before whom that
morming the greatst of Lugland vould have stood dis-
corered Coming to the place where he expected lus
oach, 1t was not there, so he bchoved to return that

it w 14 about three of the clock 1 the fternoon, when the carl of
Striff rd b ngn hirm and not wcll d sposcd an his health 1 1) not
hav ng stirrcd out of hiw housc that morinng) hearing that both h usas
still sat trought At to go thither Tt ww bohoved by some up v what
ground w1 ne creloar encugl j that he maic that haste then U ac nse
thel rd Say gl some cthers, of having induced the Scots to imvade the
kingdom but he w s starcc entcred into the house of pers, when the
messagc from the house of commons was called 1o *  History, vol 1 p 350,
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same way, through a world of gazing people. When at
last he had found his coach, and was ent.enng, James
Maxwell told him, ¢ Your lordshlp is my prisoner, and
must go in my coach,’ and so he behoved to<do, For
some days too many went to visit him: but since,
the parliament hath commauded his ,keepmg t0. be:
straiter.”” 1

Tke result proved this to have been what Pym antis,
cipated, the masterdfroke of the time. In . whatever
view, or with whatever sense, it is regarded, whether .
of regret or admiration, it cannot be denied to have beeg,
in its practical results, the greatest achievement of this:
great age of statesmanship. It struck instant terror
into every quarter of the court, and left the king, for a
time, powerless and alone.

Every resolution of the house of commons, from the
hour of Strafford’s impeachment,took the shape of action.
Every discussion ended in something done. Monopolists
and patentees were at once declared incapable of serving
in the ouse ; the tax of ship-money, and the proceed-
ings in Hampden's case, were declared subversive of
property, of the laws, of the resolutions of former par-
liaments, and the petition of rights; the new church
canons issued by Laud, were condemned ; and, on the
11th December, the London petition against the pre-
lates and prelacy, signed by 15,000 citizens, and praying
that that episcopal government, with all its dependencies,
“ roots and branches,” might be abolished, was received
in ominous silence by the house.

“ William, lord archbishop of Canterbury,” was then,
on the motion of Py, accused of high treason ; and
Denzil Holles carried up the accusation to the house of
lords.2 ‘The Scotch commissioners denounced him at the
same tine as an “incendiary in the national differences ;”
and, after ten weeks’ confinement in the house of the
usher of the black rod, the tower received Laud also.

1 Bailhie’s Letters, vol.i p 217.
2 Whitelock says in his Memorials (p. 39.), that Pym carried it up; but
this is an error. See Journals,
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Informations were now lodged against Wren, bishop
of Ely, for oppression and idolatry; and against Pierce,
bishop of Bath and Wells, for corruption of geligion ;
and those prelates were ordered to give large securities
that they would abide the judgment of parliament.
Impeachments of treason were next prepared against
secretary Windebanke and lord keep@ Finch. Winde-
banke escaped to France, and Finch fled to Holland.

“ 8o that,” says Clarendon, “ within less than six
weeks, for no more time was yet elapsed, these TER-
RIBLE REFORMERS had caused the two greatest coun-
sellors of the kingdom, and whom they most feared,
and so hated, to be removed from the king, and im-
prisoned, under an accusation of high treason ; and
frighted away the lord keeper of the great seal of Eng-
land, and one of the principal secretaries of state, into
foreign kingdoms, for fear of the like ; besides the pre-
paring all the lords of the council, and very many of
the principal gentlemen throughout England, who had
been high sherifts, and deputy licutenants, to expect
such measure of punishment, from their general votes
and resolutions, as their future demeanour should draw
upon them for their past offences.!

The«e gentlemen had no cause, cxcept in their own
consciences, to tremble.  ‘TI'he leaders of tlus great
parliament sought a severe, but a just atonement.  They
struck down the chief abettors of tyranny in the king-
dom, but pardoned its miserable agents.  Their terrible
inquisition passed over the various sheriffs who had lent
their influence to the enforeement of ship-money, while
it fixed itself on the servile judges who had prostituted
the Jaws to its support.  Bramstone, Davenport, Berke-
ley, Crawley, Trevor, and Weston, were obliged to
give securities in enormous sums that they would abide
the judzment of parliament?; while sir Robert
Berkeley, as the principal supporter of the iniquitous

! Hist of the Rebellion, vol.i. p 311,
2 ‘The old clause, quamdiu se bene gesserint was also restored, 1n place of
the durante bene placito.  Sec Old ParL Hist. vol ix. p. 208,
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tax, was impeached of treason, publicly arrested in the
King’s Bench court, * taken from off the bench where
he sate,_and carried away to prison, which struck a
great tetfor in the rest of his brethren then sitting in
Westminster Hall, and in all his profession.” !

The speech which led to this latter starling step was
delivered in the h@se of commons on the 2d of De-
cember, and there is every reason to believe by Pym.
It appears in pamphlets of the time without the
speaker's name ; but in Cromwell’s parliament of 1650,
sir Robert Goodwin brought forward a precedent which,
he said, “was urged by John Pym in the long par-
liament,” and the only resemblance to which is in the
speech alluded to.? Some passages, indeed, at the
commencement would seem to discountenance this sup-
position of authorship, but the general tone and man-
ner are, emphatically, those of the long parliament’s
most tamous orator. In the sustained eloquence, the
practical wisdom, the singular weight, gravity, and
precision of language, and the careful protest it records
against the hasty judgments of posterity, we feel the
voice of I'ym.  Some passages are too remarkable to be
omitted here. After a comparison of the body politic
with the body natural — a favourite parallel with Pym
— he thus proceeds : —

“ This commonwealth is, Mr. Speaker, or should be,
but one body ; this house the great physician of all
our maladics. But, alas! Sir, of what afflicted
part shall we poor patients complain first? Or rather
of what shall we not complain? Are _we not heart-
sick? Is there in us that which God requires —
unity, putity, and singularity of heart? Nay, is not
religion, the soul of this body, so miserably distracted,
that (I speak it not without terror) 'tis to be feared
there is more confusion of religion amongst us, than
there was of tongues at the subversion of Babel ?

1 Wihitelock’s Memernals, p 30
4 See Burton's 1wiv o adnurably edited by that inteligent, accom.

&h.hul, and long devoted friend to the popular cause, Mr. Joan Towll
utt}, vol, un. p. 120,
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And is it not then high time that we understand one
another, that we be reduced to one faith, one govern.
ment >  Sir, is the head whole — the seat of ggxernment
and justice, the fountain from whose sweethfluence
all the inferior members of this hody should receive both
vigour and motion? Nay, hath not rather a general
apoplexy, or palsy, taken or shakey@isll our members ?
Are not some dead ; others burie® quick ; some dis-
membeged ; all disordered by the diversion of the course
of justice? 1s the liver, nature's exchequer, open,
from whose free distribution each limb may receive
his proper nutriment? or, rather, is it not wholly ob-
strucied — our property taken from us? May it not
Justly be said of us,
Sic vos non volus fertis Aratra ¢

The hard destiny which, for so many years, had at-
tended upon labour, is now described with a noble
pathos ; and those views respecting church government
are stated, which are ascribed, with the greatest
Jjustice, to Pym.

“ Our anvestors drank the juice of their oun vines,
reaped and eat the fruit of their own harvest ; but now
the poor manw’s plough goes to furrow the seas, to build
ships ! We labour, not for ourselves, but to feed the
excrescions of nature — things grown up out of the ruins
of the natural members — monopolists ! Sir, these are
maxima vitalia — rehgion, justice, property — the heart,
the head, the liver of this great body ; and these being
so distempered or obstructed, can the subordinate
parts be free? 'The truth is, all is so far out of
frame, that tolay open every particular grievance were
to drive us into despair of a cure: in so great confusion,
where to begin first requires not much less care than
what to apply. Mr. Speaker, T know 'tis a right motion
to begin with setting God's house in order first.  Who-
ever presses that moves with such advantage, that he is
sure no man will gainsay him. ’Tis a well becoming
zeal to prefer religion before our own affuirs ; and in-
deed ’tis a duty mot to be omitted, where they arc in equal
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danger ; but in cures of the body politic or natural, we
must prefer the most pressing exigencies, Physicians
know thgt consumptions, dropsies, and such like linger-
ing dise‘s, are more mortal, more difficult to cure,
than slight external wounds ; yet if the least vein be cut,
they must neglect their greater cures to stop that ;*which,
if neglected, musj@meeds exhaust the stock of nature,
and produce a dissdfation of the whole man. A defection
from the duties of our religion is a consumption to any
state : no foundation is firm that is not laid in Christ.
The deneal of justice, the ahridgment of our Liberties, are
such an obstruction as renders the commonwealth le-
prous ; but the wounds in our property let out the life
bluod of the people. The reformation of church govern-
ment must necessarily be a work of much time; and,
God be thanked, the disease is not desperate. We serve
one God, we believe in one Chrwst, and we all acknow-
ledge and profess one gospel.  The stop of justice can
yet injure but particulars. “Tis true, there may be
many, too many, instances of strange oppressions, great
oppressors, but 'twill be hard to judge the conclusion :
et sic de ewteris.  But take from us the property of our
estates, our subsistence, we are no more a people: this
is that vein which hath been so deep cut, so far ex-
hausted, that to preserve our being we must, doubtless,
stop this current. Ir wiLL BE TIME ENOUGH 10 SETTLE
RULES 10 LIVE BY WHEN WE ARE SURE T0 LIVE.”
While this, as contrasted with Pym’s téne in the
parliament of April, is a perfect illustration of his pre-
sent change of temper, it was also, it cannot be doubted,
intended to vindicate himself from a charge which I find
brought against him by more than one of the puritans
at the tune — a lukewarmness concerning the bold
questions of episcopal government,! in favour of the

! Known " snv¢ Clarendon, speahing of Pym at this time, “to be in.
chined to the puritan party, yet not of those furious resolutions against the
church, as the other lcadic g men were, and wholly devoted to the earl of
Bedford, who had nothing ot that spint,”  History, vol 1 p 523 Pym
was, i fact, hke Selden, and the majority of lawyers i the house ot com-
mons, a disciple of Erastus in matters ot church government.
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more practical strokes of policy by which he sought,
first of all, to assault and take by storm the strong
holds of the govermment of the king. The last words
of the passage just quoted are a noble defen® of what
he had done, and was about to do, with this great view.
In trith, the difficulties of the period, the considera-
tions which should weigh with posgerity against a hasty
Jjudgment of the most startling measures, were never
so weightily expressed as in these few words.  The
first aim was to save the hfe of the republic; the next
was to govern it.

¢ Mr. Speaker,” he continued, ¢ he that well weighs
this little word property, or propriety, in onr estates,
will find 1t of a large extent.  The leeches that have
suck’d this blood, hase been excise, benevolences, loans,
impositions, monopolics, military taxes, ship-money,
cum multis aliis ; all which spring fiom one root.  And
is it not high time to grub up that root, that brings
forth such fruit? Shall we first stand to lop the
branches one by one, when we may down with all at
once ! He that, to correct an evil tree, which brings
Jorth bad fruity shafl begin at the master<bough, and so
lop dwnwards, is an danger to fall himself before the tree
Julls. The safer and speedier way s to begin at the
rout 3wl there, with submission, wonld 1 tay e ar,

** The 1oot of most of our present msehiefs, and the
rumn of all posterity, 1 hold to be those extrajudicial
{(judaments I cannot say, but rather) dooms, delivered
by all the judges under their hands out of court, yet
recorded in all courts; to the subversion of all our
fundamental ldws and libertics, and the annihilation, if
not confiscation, of all our estates: ‘that in cave of
danger, the king may impose upon his subjlets ;  and
that he is the sole judge of the danger, necessity, and pro-
portion.”  This, in brief, is to take what, when, and
where he will ; which, though delivered in the time of a
gracious and merciful prince, who we hope will not
wrest it beyond our abilities, yet, when left to the inter-
pretution of a succeeding tyrant, if ever this nation be so
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unfortunate to fall into the kands of such, it is a record
wherein every man might read himself a slave that reads
it ; — having nothing he can call his own, but all prosti-
tute to the will of another.

“ What to do in such a case, we are not to seek
for precedents. Our honourable ancestors taught us, in
the just and excemglary punishmeuts of chief justice
Tresilian and his complices !, for giving their judgments
out of parliament, apgainst the established laws of par-
liament, how tender they were of us. How careful, then,
ought we to be to continue those laws, and to preserve
the liberty of our posterity !' I am far from maligning
the person, nor in my heart wish I the execution, of any
man; but certainly it shall be @ justice well becoming this
house, to lay therr heads at has majesty’s merey, who lnid
wus under hiz feet ; who had made us but tenants at will
of our liberties and our estates.  And though I cannot
but approve of merey, as a great virtue in any prince, yet
I heartily pray it prove a precedent as safe and useful to
this opprexssed state as that of justiee 1’

The force and condensation of these passages are
wonderful indeed.  But what follows is yet more striking,
when taken as a great appeal to the future.

“ Mr. Speaker, blasted may that tongue be, that shall,
in the least degree, derogate from the glory of those
haleyon days our fathers enjoyed during the government
of that ever-blessed, never-to-be-forgotten royal Elizg
abeth.  But certsinly I may safely say, without de-
traction, it was much advantage to the peace and pros-
perity of her reign, that the pgreat examples of Empson
and Dudley were then fresh in memory.  The civility
of our law tells us, that the king can do no wrong ;
but thew only is the state secure, when judges, their
ministers, dare do nome.  Sinee our times have found
the want of such caamples, "tis fit we leave some to pos-
terity!  God forbid all should be thought or found
guilty ; there are doubtléss some ringleaders ; let us sift

! These are the precedents alluded to by Goodwin, as having been urgew
“ by John Pym m the beginnng of the long pathament.”
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them out. In public government to pass by the nocent,
is equal injustice as to punish the innocent. 4n omission
of that duty now will be a guilt in us, render us shamed
in history, and cursed by posterity.  Our gracious and,
in that act of voluntary justice, most glorious king hath
given up, to the satistaction of his afflicted people, the
authors of their ruins.  Tur PowER or FUTURE PRE-
SERVALION IS NOW IN US. It qui non serval patriam
cune potest, adem badit destruenti patriem.  What
though we cannot 1estore the damage of the common-
wealih, we may yet repair the breaches in the bounds of
monarehy 5 though ot be with onr loss and charge, we shall
so lear e our chddren’s chibdren feneed us with a wall of
safity, by the restoration of our laws to thewr andent
vigour and Justre !

“ IS too true, that it is to bhe feared the revenues of
the crown, sold outriohit, would scarce remunerate “the
injuries or repay the losses of this suffering nation,
sinee the pronounemg of that fatal sentence.  What
proportivnable catistaction, then, ean this commonwealth
receive m the punishment of a few  inconsiderabie
delimguents * - But “us a rule valid in law, and appoved
in equity, that Que nwon habent in crumend, lwant in
corpore s and "tis, without all question, <o in poliey, that
exemplary pushwents conduee ore to the safely of w
state, than pecuuiary reparatwns.  Hope of impunity
lulls every bad great officer mto sceurity for his time ;
and vl wondd not ventnre to raise a fortane, vhen the
allurements of howorr und wealth are so prevalent, if the
worst that ean full be but restitution only?  We see the
bad cffects of this bold erroneous opimon.  What was,
at first, but corrupt law, s sivee, by encouragement taken
Srom their impunity, become fulse doctyine. 'Fhe people
are taught, in pulpits, “ that they have no propeity o
kings instructed in that destructive principle, ¢ that all
is theirs ;" and it is thence deduced into necessary state
policy, and whispered in council, “that he is 1o
monarch, who is hounded by any law.’

“ By these bad consequences, the hest of kings hath

VOL. 1L L
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been, by the infusion of such poisonous positions,
diverted from the sweet inclinations of his own natural
equity and justice ; the very essence of a king having
been taken fiom him, which is the preservation of his
people.  And whereas salus populi is, or should be,
anprema lex, the power of undoing us is masked under the
style of royal prerogative. And is it not high time for us
to make examples of the first anthors of this subverted
law, bad counsel, worse doctrine?  Let no man think
to divert us from the pursuit of justice, by poisoning
the clear streams of our affections, with jealous fears
of his majesty’s interruptions, 1f we look too high.
SHALL WE LHERETORE DOUBU OF JUSTICE, BLCAUSE WE
1AV AEED orF ¢rEAT Jvsrice P We may be confident,
the hing well knows, that his justice is the band of our
a'legiance — that 1t 15 the staft, the proof of lus
sovereignty.”

Never was a finer answer given to an often repeated
fallavy, than 1s contained in that suddon question of the
orator ; and the following peroration scems to me quite
unequalled, in any ancient or modern speaker, for its
bea .ty and condensaton of thought.  Its comirence-
ment is indeed an ahsolute and final vindication of such
men as Pym, who, professing themselves the adyocates
of monairchy, were soon obliged to strip fiom the
monarch all his abuscd resources of prerogative.

** "I'ts a happy assurance, sir, of his majesty’s intention
of grace to us, that our loyvalty hath at list won hum to
teuder the safety of his people.  And certainly (all our
pressures well weighed this twelve years last past) it will
be found, that rur PASSIVE LOVALIY OF A SUFFERING
NAIION HATH OUTDONE THE ACTIVE LOYALTY OF ALL
1MES AND stories.  As the poet hath it, —

tortiter ille facit, qui nuser esse potest ,
and I may as properly say, Fideliter fecimus. We have
done loyally to suffer so patiently.
* Then since our myal lord hath, in mercy, vxsned
us, let us not doubt but, in his justice, he will redeein
his people.  Qui timide rogat, docet negure! HWhen
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yeligion is innovated, our liberties violated, our funda-
mental laws abrogated, our modern laws already obsoleted,
the property of onr estates alienated — NOTHING LEFT UR
WE €AN CALL OUR OWN, BUT OUR MISERY AND OUR
vanipz s — of ever any nation wmight  justifiably, we
certaamly may now, now most properly, most seu>onably,
ery out, and ery aloud, * Vel sacra regnet justitia, vel
ruat celuin!””’

And in the full acceptation of the spirit of these
words, I'ym prosecuted the great work he had now in
hand, scarcely so much, as he here explains, in the hope
of achicving present happiness, as of securing the liberties
and happmess of the future. e has been bitterly
assailed, by the enemies of ficedom, for urging forward
the wcasures now in contemplation, on the ground
that, thuir tendeney bang antimonarchical, he thus, as
an c¢qually professed friend to hberty and to monarchy,
gave the lie to his profossions. But was this so ? Has
he not placed an undeniable 1efutation of it on record ?
The question had been reduced, in truth, as between
Pym and the popular party, and Charles the First, to
a yuestion strietly  personal.  The nation had been
brought into such a position by the government of
Charles, as to make many of the hitherto undenied
prerogatives of majesty, incompatible, in the person of
Charles, with freedom.  This is not to be denied, nor
can the high and weighty considerations involved in it
be dismissed by any affected discussion of them in the
““ abstract,” or to the exclusion of the one grand
clement of the whole — the insincerity and perfidy of
(harles himself.

In his opening speech of the session, the king had
termed the Scots people ““ rebels.” A vote was now passed
by the commons, decreeing 300,0001. “ for the friendly
relief and aid, and towards the losses and necessities, of
their bretiren the Scots.” ! Pym’s object, through all

} Inquiries were alvo ordered into the losses suffered by various members
of the house by fine and inprisanment after the thurd parfwmt-ntul' Charles,

Among the names soecified, I find those of Pym and Hanpden  the fase
1 take to be on the score of ship-mone) ; but was not awa: ¢, before, that

L2
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his measures at this time, was apparently to strengthen
the democratic power so far above that of the preroga-
tive, as to enable the commons to resist a dissolution,
in case a dissolution should be threatened. He was
so far successful in achieving it, that an open effort
to sccure the continuance of parliament was now
thought advisable. And this in two short months!
But the final stand had, doubtless, now been taken by
Pym and the chicf men of the party ; and, with un-
swerving reliance on that political and religious faith of
the people to which they had been educated by the
struggles and miseries of so many years, they moved
forward with a steadiness of aim and determination,
which bore down every opposing effort, and even cvery
wish, against them. Clarendon, Falkland, and Digby,
were carried along with the stream.  Up to this time,
and far beyond it, we hear no whisper of resistance on
the score of danger to the monarchy. “ Truly, [ am
persuaded,” observes Clarendon, however, in a sort of
self-vindication, ¢ whatever diosin, cither of alteration
or reformation, was yet formed — I'mean in the begin -
ning of the parliament, was only communicated between
Mr. Pym, Mr. Hampden, Mr. Fiennes, Mr. St. John,
the carl of Bedford, the lords Say and Kimbolton, who,
together with the earl of Rothes and the lord Louden
(the Scots commissioners), managed and carried it on ;
and that neither the carl of Essex, Warwick, nor Brooke
himself — no, nor Mr. Hollis or Strode, or any of the
rest, were otherwise trusted, than upon occasion, and
made use of according to their several gifts: but there
was yet no manner of difficulty in swaying and guiding
the aftections of men, all having brought resolution and
animesity cnough against the excesses and exorbitancies
that had been been exercised in the former government,
and dislike enough to the persons guilty of the same,
and not yet discerning that there was any other intention

Pym had then also been subjected to umprisonment and loss. Ol Park
Hiet. vol. ix. p.bo.
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than of a just and regular proceeding, and reformation
wupon both.”  So far, at least, this is valuable testimony.
1t is a warrant, from the authority of the strongest pro-
fessed friends to the monarchy, for the justice of the
impeachment and attainder of Strafford, and for all the
measures up to the period of his death.

We have seen Pym alluding, in one of his speeches,
to two statutes of Edward I11.; for the holding of annual
parliaments.  Upon this suggestion Mr. Prideaux now
introduced a bill for yearly parliaments, which, how
ever, by the amendments received in committee 1) was
changed into a tricnnial measure.  The most singular
care aud precaution were used in framing this statute.
The issuing of writs was made imperative on the keeper
of the great seal ; in case of his failure, upon the lords ;
on failure of the latter, upon the sheriffs; and, in
the last 1esort, representatives might be chosen by the
people themselves.  Charles made a desperate effort
to elude assent to this famous bill ; but an assent was
extorted from him, and the people welcomed the event
with boufires and every mark of joy.*

Meanwhile Pym had abated none of his exertions in
preparing for the impending trial of Stiafford. A
mustetly series of twenty-cight articles of impeachment
had been drawn up by himself and 8t. John, in which
fourteen years of Strafford’s life were set forth with
wonderful force and precision ; blending  offences of
various degrees, but so planned as to exhibit throngh
them all the one grand offence chaiged upon the carl
— an_ attempt to subvert the fundamental lnws of the
country. Information was now conveyed that sir George
Radchffe was mainly relicd upon by Strafford for the
proof of his answers %, and Pym, well knowing Radcliffe
to have been the wretched instrument of the lord de-
puty’s guilt throughout, instantly charged high treason
apon him also. Radcliffe shortly after escaped ; but an

t Sce Journals of the House, S0th Dec. 164) ; and again, Journals of
th Jaauary

2 Nec Parl, Hist. and Stat 716 Car. 1. e. .. Clarendon’s Hust. vel L p 567
. 2 See Clarendon's Huist. vol L p 377

L3
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extract from Pym’s speech in presenting the articles
against him will not be thought inappropriate here.

“ The earl,” my lords, “ is charged as an author;
sir George Radcliffe as an instrument and subordinate
actor. The influence of superior planets are often
augmented and enforced, but seldom mitigated, by the
concurrence of the inferior, where merit doth arise
not from well doing, but from ill. The officiousness
of ministers will rather add to the malignity of their
instructions, than diminish it ; that so they may more
fully ingratiate themselves with those upon whom they
depend.  In the crimes committed by the carl, there ap-
pears more haughtiness and fierceness, being acted by
his own principles. 'Those motions are ever strongest,
which are nearer the primwm mobile. But in those
of sir George Radcliffe, there scems to be more base-
neds and servility, having resigned and subjected him-
self to be acted upon by the corrupt will of another.
The earl of Strafford hath not been bred in the study
and practice of the law, and having stronger lusts and
passions to incite, and less knowledge to restrain him,
might more easily be transported from the rule. Sir
George Radcliffe, in his natural temper and disposition
being more moderate, and, by his education and pro-
fession, better acquainted with the grounds and direc-
tions of the law, was carried into his offences by a
more immediate concurrence of will, and a more corrupt
suppression of his own reason and judgment. My lords,
as both these have been partners in offending, so it is the
desire of the commons they may be put under such trial
and examination, and other proceedings of justice, as
may bring them both to partake of a deserved punish-
ment, for the safety and good of both kingdoms.”

As the trial of Strafford approached, the king made an
effort to save him by a compromise with the leaders of
the opposition. Whitelocke’s account of this nego-
tiation ! is unsatisfactory and obscure ; but it is possible

! These are his words: —“ But there was a proposal (the subject of
much discourse}, to prevent all thw trouble, and to restore the earl ot
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that, from some extracts 1 shall now make from Cla~
rencon, a just notion of the whole transaction may be
arrived at.  This is the more necessary, since it has
been made matter of grave accusation against the virtue
of I'ym and Hampden by a writer ! who is not less dis-
tinguished by his genius than his zeal.

“ From the time,” says the noble historian, ¢ that
there was no more fear of the archbishop of Canter-
bury, nor the lord lieutenant of Ircland, nor of any par-
ticular men who were hke to succeed them in favour,
all who had been active in the court or in any service
for the hing being totally dispirited, and most of them
to be disposed to any vile offices against him, — the great
patriots thought they might be able to do their country
better service 1f they got the places and preferments in
the court *, and so prevent the evil counsels which had
used to spring frem thenee, .. . The earl of Bedford Was
to be treasurer ; in order to which the hishcp of Lon-
don had already desired the king to receive the staffl
And so the treasury was for the present put into com-
mission.  Mr. Pym was to be chancellor of the exche-
quer. . . . These two were engaged to procure the king's
revenue to be liberally provided for#, and honourably

Strafford to his forrer fwvour and honour, 1f the king would prefer some
of the grandees to ofhices at court, wherehy Strafford's enermies should be.
come his friends, anpd the hing's devires be promoted 1t was, that
should be made lord treasurer, the lord Say master of the warnds, Mr Pyin
chaneddlor of the exchequer Mr Holes secretary of state, Me Hampden
tutor to the prince, others to have other places  In order whercunto the
bishop of London remgned up his treasurer’s staft, the lord Cottington
Ine pla ¢ of the master of the wards, and the rest weie (~:m|r to be voded
But whether upon the hing's alteration of his 1mind, or by whatever means
it came to rau, 1 uncertam, these thngs were not effected, shd the great
men baffled thereby beeame the more mcensed and violent against the
carl, Jornng with the Scotch commussioners, who were implacable against
ham " “The blank 18 supposed to have been left for lord Bedford’s nawe.

! Mr. Southey, 1 the Quarterly Review

2 1n the spurious editions of lord Clarendon-—that is, in every edition
published lwl‘ore the Oxford one of 1426, this presage stinds thus —“af
llhcy gotl the places and preferments of the court for themsclves” See

fist. voloy 3 .

3 [ mav here quote the charge which 1s subsequently brought by Cla-
sendon (vol 1v p, 439439 ) against the memory of Pym, and which |
have alrcady (p 43) adverted to  * The king at one time intended to
make Mr. Pym chancellor of the exchequer, fir which he receivid b
majesty’s promice, and made a return of a suitable professinn of b serviee
and devotion ; and thereupon, the other being no secret, soncwhat declined
from that sharpncss sn the howsy which was mare popular than any man's,

L4
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increased and settled : and that this might be the better
done, the earl of Bedford prevailed with the king, upon the
removals mentioned before, to make Oliver St. John his
solicitor general; which his majesty readily consented to,
hoping that he would have been very useful in the present
exigence to xuppot his service in the house of commons,
where his authority was then great; at least, that he
would be ashamed cver to appear in any thing that
might prove piejudicial to the crown. And he became
nnmediately possessed of that office of great trust, and
was so well qualified for it at that time, by his fast and
rooted alignmty against the government, that he lost
no credit with his party, out of any apprehension or
Jealousy that he would change his side: and he made
good their confidence ; not in the lcast degree abating
hig malignant spirit, or dissembling it, but with the
sn*w obstinacy opposced every thing which- might ad-
vance the king's service, when he was his sohicitor, as

and made some overtures do procwle Jor the glory and splendour of the

crowen , e which he had ol success, that hes inte sest and veputatron thers
vestbly ahatid , and he tourad that he was much better able to do hurt than
gody whirh wronght very much upon b touclancholy, and complamt
of the violence and discomposure of the people’s aftections and anclina-
tous Tt any penod could have been caretully setected betore auother
with a view to prove the utter talsehood of thas charge, 1t had been tiu
very time named by Jord Clarendon.  Pym'santerest and repute with the
COMMONS was never so extraordinary ana cominauding as duriny and after
the proceedimgy against Strafford, nor did 1t ever, as we shall sce, in the
slightest rospect abate, Gl after the disastions 1everses at the commerce-
ment of the eyvil war - Now observe upon what the spite ot lord (lurendon,
tor which truly there was natural and suthoont cause, seems, with even
Tess teason than on the words guoted at p £, to have trarped I this

In a pamphlet ot the time, entitied ** Lhe Diurnall Occurrences of both
Tlouses from the srd of November 1080, to the ord of November 1641, 1
Aud mention made of a debate respecting ship.money and tonnage and
poundage, which took place on the 27th of Nosember Jo), and - shich
some words spoken Ly Selden gave rise to the following from Pym  The
reader wiil recollect that the very step he here recommends was rtated by
hun to be on the eve of bemg tuhen, when the third parhament was dis-
solved  * ‘That mormng, also, master Pym, the great parhament man, des
clared that thev would make the hing the nichest hing w all Cheastonaome
and that they had no other intention, but that he should eontinue their
king to govern them, and pressed he nught have tonnage and poundage
graated him by act of parhament, which took well in the house ; dut stoond
unon tf 1o hawve gracrances first 1cformed, AND SO [T WAS LEFTATLARGF " So
that here, ymmediately after Strattord and Liud bad been yienled to the
tower, and long before any compromise of office was thought of, we find
Pym sumply recommending what the third parhament wished to have done,
with a condition which 1t 1s even possible that parhiament would have dis~
pensed with, and this s swisted into the charge tirst quoted, to gratify

the spleen and spite of a p and

14 L1y
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ever he had done before. The lord Say was to be mas-
ter of the wards, and Denzil Holles secretary of state.
Thus far the intrigue for preferments was entirely com-
plied with ; and it is great pity that it was not fully
executed, that the king might have had some able men to
have advised or assisted him ; which probably these very
men would have done after they had been so thoroughly
engaged. ... But the carl of Bedford was resolved that
he would not enter into the treasury till the revenue
was in some degree settled ; at least, the bill for tonnage
and poundage passed, with all deecut circamstances,
and for life ; which both he and Mr. Pym did very
heartily labour to effeet, and had in their thoughts
many goad expedients, by which they intended to raise
the revenne of the erown.  lnd wone of them were
very soficitons to take their  promotions, before some
other accommodutions were  provided for some of the
rest of their chief companions ; who would be neither
well pleased with their so hasty advancement  hefore
then, nor so submissive in the future to follow their
dictates.  Hampden was a man they could not leave
unprovided for ; and therefore there were several de-
syzng, and very far diiven, for the <atisfaction and pro.
motion of him, and E«sex, and Kimholton, and others ;
though not so fully concluded, as those befure incntioned.
For the king's great end was, by these complionees, to
sare the Lfe of the earl of Stragford, and to preseree
the chwrch from ruin @ for nobody thought the arch-
bishop in danger of his hfe. .nd there were few of
the  persons  mentioned before, who thought their pre-
Serments would do theme much good, if the earl were
auffered to Live ; hut in that of the church, the major
part cven of those persons would have been willing to
have satisfied the king ; the rather becausc they had
no reason to think the two houses, or indeed ecither of
them, could have been induced to have pursued the con-
trary.  And so the continued and renewed violence in the
prosecution of the earl of Strafford made the king well
contented (as the other reasons prevailed with the
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other persons) that the putting of thase promotions in
practice should be for a tine suspended.”?  And in a sub-
sequent passage, lord Claiendon, probably without in-
tending it, supplics some very singular and serviceable
comments on his present account of these transactions,
““ If that stratagem,” lie says, “of winning men by
places, had been practised as soon as the resolution
was taken at York to call a parliament (in which, it
was apparent, dangerous attempts would be made, and
that the court could not be able to resist those at-
tempts), and if Mr. Pym, Mr. Hampden, and Mr.
Hollis had been then preferred with Mr. Saint John,
before they were desperately embarked in their despe-
rate designs, and had innocence enough about them to
trust the king, and be trusted by him (having yet con-
tracted no personal animosities against him), it is very
possible, that they might either have been made instru-
ments to have done good service, or at least been re-
strained from endeavouring to subvert the royal
building. for supporting whercof they were placed as
principal pillars.  But the rule the king gave himself
(very rcasonable at another time), that they should first
do service, and compass this or that thing for him,
before they should receive favour, was then very un-
seasonable ; since, besides that they could not in truth
do him that service without the qualification, it could
not be expected they would desert that side, by the
power of which they were sure to make themselves
considerable, without an unquestionable mark of in-
terest in the other, by which they were to keep up their
power and reputation.  And so, whilst the king ex-
pected they shonld manifest their inclinations to hs ser-
vice by their temper and moderation in those proceedings
that most gffended him, and they endeavoured, by doing
all the hurt they could, to make evident the power they
had to do him good, he grew so far disobliged and pro-
voked that he could not in honour gratify them, and
they so obnoxious and guilty that they could not think
1 Hut. vol L p S69—372.
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themselves sccure in his favour ; and thence. according to
the policy and method of injustice, combined to oppiess
that power they had injured, and to rsise a security for
themselves by disenabling the king to question their
transgressions.” !

Now, surely, there cannot remain a doubt, after a care-
ful observation of these eatracts, of the precise nature
and conduct of the * compromise” which Whitclock
has so imperfectly and obscurely stated. Tt is quite
clear that Pym and lord Bedford never for an instant
contemplated the restoation of Strafford, as their cor-
dition of entering office. It is here acknowledged that
the thought of office was only entertained by the
patriots on the understanding that Straftord and Laud,
with all their evil counsels, were silenced for ever ; and
it is proved, in the case of St. John, that the great
body of the opposition had sufficient faith in their
leaders to see them assume office without the fear that
they would ¢ change sides.” Doubtless, when the nego-
tiation was first entered on, some pledge for what is
called by Clarendon the “ security of the church,” was
given by Pym ; since there was nothing in his opinions
on that subject? that should have raised up an insur-
mountable obstacle. The ecclesiastical constitution of
England, as it existed in that day, apart from Laud’s
gross administration, and as it exists now, ix a» nearly
as possible Erastian in theory,and almost wholly Erastian
in practice. But, adnitting that such a pledge was
given, it is to be observed, also, that neither 'ym nor
lord Bedford would consent to treat with the king on
any narrow or personal consideration -- the people were
to have a secure guarantee for a thoroughly and com-
pletely popular ministry., ¢ Neither of them were

Vst of Rebel, vol. it p 60, 61

2 “In the house of cammons, though of the chief leaders, Nathaniel
Fiennes and young sir Harry Vane, and shortly after Mr Hanpden (who
had not before owned 1t), were believed to be for root and branch ; which
grew shortly after a common expression, and discovery of the several
tempers . yet Mr Pym was not of that mind, nor Mr Hollix, nor any of
the northern men, or those lawyers who drove on most furiously with

them ¢ all of whom were pliased with the government staclf of the church **
Clarendon's History of the Rebellion, vol. §. p. 410 Sec aRterwards vol 1v.

p- 4.
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very solicitous to take their promotions before accommo.
dations were provided for the rest of their chief com-
panions.”  And why was the whole negotiation suddenly
broken off? Because of a ““ continued and renewed
violence in the prosccution of the earl of Strafford”
is the distinct reply of Clarendon; because none of
the popular statesmen ¢ thought their preferment would
do them much good, if the carl were suffered to live.”
Tt is true that the same writer, in another part of his
voluminous work, has apparcutly a partial contiadiction
of this ; but its precise terms are worth notice.  *“ The
earl of Bedford secretly undertook to his majesty, that
the carl of Strafford’s life <hould be preserved, and to
procure his revenue to be settled as amply us any of
his progenitors.” ! Here Pyn’s name is omitted, and
the “scerecy” of the undertahing alluded to would
scem to imply treachery on the part of lord Bedford
to his politicul associates.  Now Clarendon is not the
hest authority to receive such an accusation from. Laud,
though he was then a prisoner, had ample opportuuity
of making himselt’ master of the state of partics and
affeetions, and his testimony may be taken with gieater
confidence.  Tle accuses the earl of Bedford with re-
maining ¢ savagely” intractable respecting the death of
Strafford. “ The earl,” he says, in his diary, “being thus
laid low, and his great services done iy Ircland made
part of his accusation, 1 cannot but observe two things :
the one, that upon Sunday morning before, Fiancis
carl of Bedford (having about a month before lost
his second son, in whom he most joyed) died, the
small-pox striking into his brain. This lord was one
of the main plotters of Strafford’s death ; and 1 know
where he, with other lords, before the parliament sat
down. resolved to have his blood. But God would not
let him live to take joy therein, but cut him off in the
morning, whereas the bill for the earl of Strafford’s
death was not signed till night,” &ec.

This, then, is the conclusion to which all impartial

i Hist vol. 1 p. 446,
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men must come, respecting this much-disputed passage
of history — that, whatever shape, or ultimate purpose,
these proposed changes might have assumed in the
nmind of Charles, they have left unsullied the motives
of Pym and IMampden. With the king the negoti-
ation may have been merely a stratagem of despair,
but with the patriots it was entertained with a sincere
and bon i fide hope of serving the cause, and possibly of
saving the king,  Mappy would the issue, in all proba-
bility, have proved for England : but, whether or no,
little did Pym and Ilampden then deserve to have it
said of them, in after times, that they only © wanted
places and power ; and being disappointed in their ex-
pectations, they determined upon shedding the blood of
the man with whom, if they might have heen taken into
office, they were willing to have coaleseed ! Granting,
for an instant, that it were possible to reconcile such a
charge with our impressions of virtue of the accused,
how could it consist with their undisputed genius ?
They had been shott-sighted fools, and not wise statesa
men, to have hazarded such an outrage on that people
whose confidence had given them  their power. Mr,
Southey is an able and unflinching defender of his
party 5 but, when he sees the propricty of withdrawing
this remark, he will be the last to refuse such a con-
cesston to truth. ¢

The impeachment of Strafford now moved gradually
forward, and at last, on the 22d of March, the trial was
opened in Westminster Hall.  ‘That mighty secne has
been already described,? and it is only necessary here to
present some memorable passages from the speeches of
the second chief actor in it, the accuser Pym. The
first day was occupied with a recapitulation of the
charges and answers.

« My lords,” said Pym, rising on the morning of the

1 Mr, Southey, in the Quarterly Review.

2 1 should m))t' onut to say that Hume's view of this matter (History,
vol v p 26b quarts ed ; does not materially diter from that whichy 1
have taken. .

3 1.je ot Strafford, p. 381, J88.
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“

second day, ““ we stand here by the commandment of
the knights, citizens, and burgesses, now assembled for
the commons in parliament. And we are ready to
make good that impeachment whereby Thomas earl of
Strafford stands charged in their name, and in the
names of all the commons of England, with high
treason.

“ This, my lord¢, is a great cause, and we might
sink under the weight of it, and be astonished with the
lustre of this noble assembly, if there were not in the
cause strength and vigour to support itsclf, and to
encourage us.  It'is the cause of the khing; it concerns
his majesty in the honour of his goveinment, in the
safety of his person, in the stability of his crown. It
is the cause of the kingdomn ; it concerns not only the
peace and prosperity, but even the being of the kingdom.
We have that piercing cloquence, the cries and groans,
and tears and prayers, of all the subjects assisting us.
We have the thiee hingdoms, England and Scotland
and Ireland, in travail and agitation with us, bowing
themselves, like the hinds spoken of in Job, to cast out
thair sorrows.

* Truth and goodness, my lords—they are the beauty
of the soul; they are the protection of all created
nature ; they are the image and character of God upon
the creaturcs,  This heauty evil spirits aud evil men
have lost ; but yet there are none so wicked but they
desire to march under the show and shadow of it, though
they hate the reality.

“ This unhappy carl, now the object of your lordships
Jjustice, hath taken as much care, hath used as much
cunning, to set a face and countenance of honesty and
Jjustice upon his actions, as he hath been negligent to
observe the rules of honesty in the performance of all
these actions. My lords, it is the greatest baseness
of wickedness, that it dares not look in its own colours,
nor be seen in its natural countenance. But virtue, as
it is amiable in all respects, so the least is not this,
that it puts a nobleness, it puts a bravery upon the
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mind, and lifts it above hopes and fears, above fuvour and
displeasure. It makes it always uniform and constant
to itself.  The service commanded me and my colleagues
here, is to take off those vizards of truth and upright-
ness, which hath been sought to be put upon this
cause ; and to show you his actions and his intentions,
in their own natural blackness and deformity.

¢ My lords, hie hath put on a vizard of truth in these
words, wherein he says, © that he should be in his
defence more careful to observe truth, than to gain
advantage to himself.”  Tle says, he would enduie any
thing rather than be saved by falsehood.

It was @ noble and brave expression if it were really
true,

« My lords, he hath hkewise put the vizard of geod-
ness on his actions, when he desnes to recite his serviees
ina great many particulars, asif they were beneficial to
the commonwealth and state, whereas we shall prove
them ischievous and dangerous.

* It as left upon me, my lords, to take oft' these
vizards, and appeatances of truth and gooduess, in that
part of his answer which is the preamble; and that 1
shall do with as much faithfulness and evity as I can.

“ The first thing, my loids, that 1 shall obscrve in
the preamble, is this: ——'That  having recited all these
great and honourable offices which he hath done under
s iajesty, he as bold to affirm that he hath been
cateful and faithful in the execution of them all,

*¢ My lords, if he might be his own witness, and his
own judge, T doubt not but he would be acquitted. It
is said in the Proverbs of the adulterous woman,
¢ that she wipes her mouth,” and says, ¢ she had done
no evil.” Here is a wiping of the mouth, here is a
verbal expression of honesty.  But, my lords, the foul-
ness and unjustness will never be wiped off, neither
from his heart, nor from his actions; I mean for the
tine past—God may change him for the time to comne!”’

With the same earnest gravity, and in the same
confident and inflexible tone, Pym proceeded to observe
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upon the various parts of Strafford’s apo]ogetlcal pre-
amble.” Among otherallegations, for instance, that in all
things he had ¢ endcavoured the honour of the king.”
Iere the accuser exclaimed, “The honour of the king !
My lords, we say, it is the honour of the king that he is
the father of his people, thathe is the fountain of justice;
and it cannot stand with his honour and his justice, to
have his government stained and poiluted with tyranny
and oppression !’ Another of Strafford’s allegations was,
that by his means many good and whelesome laws had
been made since his government in Ireland. ¢ Truly,
ny lords,” said Pym, ¢ if we should consider the par-
ticulars of these laws, some of them will not be found
without great exception.  But I shall make another
answer.  Good laws, nay, the best laws, are no ad-
vantage when will is <ct above law 5 when the laws have
force to bind and restiain the subject, but no force to
rclieve and comfort him.”

Pym then poceeded thus: — “Tle says, he wasa
means of calling a parliament not Ionw after he came to
his government. My lords, ;nulunm'nlx without pur-
liamentary liberties are but a fuir and plansible way into
bondage. ‘That parliament had not the liberties of a par-
liament. Sir Pierce Crosby, for speaking against a bill
in the commnons’ house, was sequestered from the coun-
¢il table, and committed to prison. Sir John Clot-
worthy, for the same cause, was threatened that he
should lose a lease that he had. Mr. Barnewell, and
two other gentlemen, were threatened they should have
troops of horse put upon them for speaking in the house.
Proxics, by dozens, were given by some of his favourites ;
and, my lords, parliaments coming in with these cir-
cumstances, they be grievances, mischiefs, and miseries ;
no works of thanks or honour.”

Strafford had urged his having been a means to put
off mouopolies and other burdensome projects from the
subject ; upon which his accuser observed thus bit-
terly : — “¢ If he had hated the injustice of a monopoly,
or the mischief of a monopoly, he would have hated
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it in himsclf. - He himself )vo;xld have been no mo-
nopolist.  Certainly, my lprds, it was not the love of
justice, nor the commoy good, that moved him. And
if he were moved by anything else, he had his reward.
Tt may he it was because he would have no man gripe
thene in the kugdom but himself' ; his own harvest crop
waoudd have been less, if he had had sharers. Tt may be it
was beemuse monopolies hinder trade ; he had the cug-
toms, and the benefit of the customs would have been less,
When we know the particulars, we shall make a fit
and proper answer to them.  But in the meantime,
we are swie, that whatsoever was the reason, it was not
justice, ner love of tiuth, that was the reason,”
Alludivg neat to Suafford’s plea, that he had no
other commission but what his predecessors had, and
that he had exceuted that commission with all modera-
tion — the orator proceeded thus powerfully : “ For the
commission, it was no virtue of his if it were a good
commission. 1 shall <ay nothing of that. But for
the second part,—his moderation ! When you find so
many impriconed of the nobility ! so many men, some
adjudged to death, some executad without law ! when
you find so many public rapines on the state, woldiers
sent to wmake good his decrees —so many whippings
in defenee of monopolies — so many gentlenien that were
jmors, because they would not apply themselves to
give verdicts on his side, 1o be fined in the Star Cham-
her — men of quality to be disgraced, set on the piilory,
and wearing papers, and such things (as it will appear
thiough our evidence) —can you, my lords, think there
was any moderation 7 And yet truly, my lords, I can
believe that if you compare his courses with other
parts of the world ungoverned, he will be found he-
youd all tyranny and harshness; but if you compare
them with his own mind and disposition, perhaps there
wax moderation ! Habits, we say, are more perfect
than acts, becausc they bhe nearest the principle of
actions.  The habit of cruelty in himself (no doubt) ix
more perfect than any act of crurlty he hath committed ;
VOL. 111, M
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but if this be his moderation, I think all men will
pray to be delivered from it. I may truly say that
that is verified in him, ¢‘I'he mercies of the wicked
are cruel !"”

Then, after exposing at length, and with singular
precision, the fallacies respecting revenue in the an-
swers of Strafford, Pym took up one of his statements,
to the effect that many churches had been built since
his government; and went on,—* Truly, my lords,
why he should have any credit or honor it other men
builded churches, I know not; 1 am sure we hear of
no churches he hath buiit himself. If, indecd, he had
been careful to have set up good preachers, that would
have stirred up devotion 1 men, and made them
desirous of the knowledge of God, and by that means
made more churches, it had been something.  But 1
hear nothing of spiritual edification, nothing of the
knowledze of God, that by s means hatfh bheen dis-
persed m that kingdom.  Aud catainly they that |
strive not to bwld up men's souls i a spintual way
of editication, let them buld all the muterial churches
that can be they will do no good: God is not wor-
slupped with walls, but he s worshipped with hearts.”

It is necessary to hasten, however, through many
remarkable details in this speech to the memorable
words which closed it:—¢ The catl concludes, my
lords, with a desire, that he may not be charged
with errors of his understanding or judgment, being
not bred up in the law; or widh weahness, to which
human nature is subjeet.”  Truly, my lords, it would
bhe tar from us to charge him with any such mistakes !
No, wmy lords, we shall charge him with nothing but
what the law 1n every man's breast condenis,— the light
of nature, the byht of common reasom, the rules of
socicty.  Aml this will appear in all the ariicles which
my colleagues wiil offer to you.”

It has been observed n the course of this work !,
that in the speeches of Pymi alone wiil be found a

3 Life of Straffird, p. 397.
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veal vindication of all the proceedings against Strafford
up to the exaction of his life. From them alone is
indeed reflected that < flowing and existing light of
the public welfare,” which discovered to virtuous states-
men then what was requisite to be done, and without
which now our sight is dull and feeble. It appears
to me that Pym, and of all the managers Pym alone,
argued the accusation and conviction of the earl as of
the substance of eternal right, in opposition to the
technical forms which the defence assumed. 'That crisis
of danger to the public liberties had in his view already
arrived, wherein, by every precedent of great and virtu-
ous statesmanship, the question of Jusmicr reared itself
ahove the narrow limits of the law.

Hence it was that, carly on the morning of the
thirteenth day of the trial, — when the eloquence, the
dignity of demeanour, and the obvious hodily sufferings
of the noble aceused, had weighed as much in his favour
with the lords his judges, as the commanding intellect
and mournful severity of his features had prepossessed
the lady spectators on s side, — Pym rose in his place
in the house of commons, and annonncing a discovery
of the last importance respecting Strafford, presented
(o the house certain weighty reasons for closing the
proceedings against the carl by the legislative enactment
of & hill of attainder. [le then produced Vane’s famous
notes, in proof of advice from Strafford given to the
king at the council table, that he had an anny in Ire-
fand by which England might be reduced to obedience ;
and moved that the bill of attainder, which he now also
produced, should be read a first time.

Pym's motives to this sudden course are ohvious.
They are distinctly cxplained by a motion which he
submitted to the house six days after, when, on the
bringing up the report of the bLill previous to its third
reading, he prevailed with the house to pass, unani-
mously, a previous resolution, ¢ That it has been suffi-
ciently proved that Thomas earl of Strafford hath
endeavoured to subvert the ancient and fundamental

n 2
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laws of these realms of England and Ireland, and to
introduce an arbitrary and tyrannical government against
law.” 1 In the course of the proceedings of the im-
peachment, and on the discovery of Vane's notes, the
policy no less than the necessity had made itself apparent
to him, of fixing the case of Stratford on wider and
more special grounds than were fcund to be involved
in a very strict construction of the old statute of
treasons. Admitting this, however, nothing is so vain
as to argue this question with a view to our present
settlement of the laws of evidence and treason.  The
rules of cvidence, and legal constructions of statutes,
which are now clearly and witelligibly defined, were then
recognised doubttully, and frequently exceeded ; nor is
it to be denied that the people at least — accustomed as
they were to perpetual stretchings of the statute of
Edward by constructise interpretation — were unable
to attach any definite sense to ¢he ciime. 2 In Pym's
refusal even to risk any arbitrary construction of a statute
which might thereafter be tuined against the people, we
sce only a fresh evidence of his never-ceasing care of
the public freedom, which he would net consent to
endanger, even in so extraordinary an emergency, by
any possible invasion of the securiues of regular juris-
prudence.  He resolved on a bill of attainder.  Bulls of
attainder were not then unusual, were the same in
principle as the ordinary bills of pains and penalties ;
and the argument agast such a proceeding, as an act
of retrospective punishment, was thoroughly answered
in the case of Straftord by the course which Pym
adopted.  The histories do not mention the resolution 1
have just quoted, but it embodies his grand vindication.
It plainly reduced the reasoning of Strafford to this,
that though to trangress a particular law is a crime,
he who takes advantage of circumstances to overturn
the whole established laws had no legal warning of his
guilt, and therefore was no criminal.  Pym only waited

1 See Journals of 16th Aprnil, 1641,
¥ Sce Hallam's Const. Hist. vol n. p. 146 s
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till he had reason to believe that the proofs he advanced
under the fifteenth article of the impeachment did not
amount to a substantive treason under the statute, —
when it is very clear that he at once resolved upon this
course ; wisely judging it better to fix the guilt of
Strafford on higher and grander considerations!, and
to bring the treason that had been committed against the
laws and liberties of the commonwealth to the imme-
diate arbitration of what he justly termed ** the clement
and source of all laws, out of which they are derived,
-—the end of all laws, to which they are designed; and in
which they are perfected.”  VWith this view also he
insertedd the famous proviso in the bill, that the present
attainder should not be acted upon by the judges as a
precedent in determining the crime of treason.  Truly
has Mr. Godwin said ? that this illustrates, emphatically,
the clearness of his conceptions and the equality of his
temper, through the whole of these memorable pro-
ceedings. '

Nothing has been so little understood — not to say
grossly misrepresented — as the exact course of Pym
it this matter.  He did not wait till < the iimpeachment
had obviously failed " — he dild wot wait to see % the
cffect of Vane’s notes upon the lords "— he did wot at
last hurry the bill of attainder throngh the lower house
““with indecent haste.”  Clarendon’s assertions, that the
bill was not mtroduced till after Strafford’s defence was
made, and that then it was “ received with wonderful
alacrity and immediately read the first and the second
time, and so cornmitted, which was not usual in parlia-
ments,” are simply untruths. Pym introduced the
bill on the 10th of April, when it was rcad the first
time ; Vane’s notes were not read in Westminster Hall
till the 13th of April, immediately hefore Strafford’s de-~
fence ; on the day following (the 14th) the bill of at-
tainder was read a sccond time ; and the third reading

! See the-e considerations urged at greater Jength i the Life of Straf.
ford, p wo—tf .

4 Hut, of the Commonwealth, vol i. j» @2,
3 st vol 5. p. 398,
w 3
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did not pass till the 21st of April! Meanwhile Pym
and St. John had both stated to the house of lords, that
the commons did not seek * to decline their lordships”
justice in a judicial way?" by submitting the bill of
attaindef to them ; and ultimately the house of lords
did in fact vote upon each article of the bill judicially, and
pot as if they were enacting a legislative measure ; while
the judges themselves, on a solemn reference by the
lords for their opinion whether some of the articles
charged upon Suafford amounted to treason, answered
unanimously that npon all which their lordships had
voted to be proved, they considered the carl to be guilty
of that crime. 8o that, in truth, there is no reason to
suppose a failure of the impeachment, bad it been al-
lowed to proceed. Tt was Pym who first refused to
sanction that proceeding with the weight of his authority
in after-times ; and to him, and the great men who
acted with him, be awarded the praise of having thus
stamped the guilt of Straffoud as o tricason against the
people rather than the hing, and, while they guarded
with profound and sagacious care the liberty of the sub-
jeet and the strict anthority of the law, of having writ-
ten #or all futwe ages, in the death of Strafford, the
terrible lesson of a natiou’s retribution.

I now return to the last day of the trial in West-
minster Hall, where the lords still proceeded as if they
were ignorant of the bill now pending in the lower
house.  On the 13th of April, after lord Strafford had
delivered the noble and affecting burst of eloquence
with which his defence concluded, Pym rose, and, in
the language of an honest writer® who was present,
“ made, in hall an hour, to the confession of all, one
of the most cloquent, wise, frec speeches, that ever
we heard, or I think shall ever hear.”+ The specch

! Qee the Journals of those days; or the Old Parl. Hist. vol ix p 252

4 Naton's Collections, vol 1 im

" Bailhe, the principal of the Yﬂaqmw Tmiversity.

4 ¢ Phe king,” Bailie adids, * never heard a lecture of so free lunguage
agamst that hic idohzed prerogative  Some of the passares, and no more

but some, and these defaced, 1 send you in print, as they have been taken
an speaklog by some hand.”
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was indeed extraordinary. It seems, by all the ac-
counts, to have been delivered with the evident sense
that the great occasion of the speaker's life had come,
and that with him it now finally rested whether or
not the privileges so long contested, and the rights o
long misundeistood, of the gieat body of thé people,
should win at last their assured consunumation and ac-
knowledgment.

“ My lords,” he began, *“ many days have been
spent in- maintenance of the impeachment of the earl
of Strafford by the house of commons, whereby he
ctands charged with Togh treason 5 and your lordships
have heard his defenee with patience, and with as
much favouwr as justice will allow.  We have passed
throngh our evidaner ; and the result is, that it remains
claarhy proved that the canlof Stafford hath endearoured
b bos aeords, actions, and conpsels, {o subrvert the fun-
damental laus of England and Treland, and to introduce
an arbitrary and tyrannical government.

* This 15 the enveromed arrow  for which he inquired
in the beginning of his replication this day, which
hath infected all Tny blood ; this 1s that intoxicating
cup (1o use his own metaphor) which hath tainted his
Judgment, and poiconed s heart! From hence was
infused that speafical difference wlineh turned  his
speeches. his actions, his counsels mto  treacon,——not
cumulative, as he expressed it as if many misdimea-
nours could wake one treason ; but formally and es-
sentially. It is the end that doth inform actions, and
doth specificate the nature of than, making not only
criminal, but even indifferent, words and actions, to be

! In the commencement of the defence wineh had just closed, Strafford ,
obrerving upon the statement ot his accvsers, that separate articles m the
onpeachiment it he vo treason i themseves, and yet conduce to the
proot of treason, had caid —* And hence, my lords, 1 have all along watched
toseeif 1 cou'd tind that poroned arrow that should envenom all the
rest — that deanly cup of wine that should imtoxyeate a few allegped mcona
venences and misdemeanours, to run thom up to high treason - Pym's
remarks on this and other important points of the defence proses that an
general mgnagemant, and much of the expression, this great speech of s
was deliveted extempore,

v 4
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treason, when done and spoken with a treasonable
intention.

¢ That which is given to me in charge is to shew the
quality of the oftence, how heinous it is in the nature,
how mischievous in the effect of it ; which will best
appear, if it be examined by that law to which he
himself appealed, that universal, that supreme law,
Sacvs Porvrs. This the element of all laws, out of
which they are derived ; the end of all laws, to which
they are designed, and in which are they perfected. How
far it stands 1n opposition to this law, I shall endeavour
to shew; in some considerations, which I shall present
to your lordships, arising out of the evidence which
hath been opened.

“ The first is this,—it is an offence comprehending all
other offences.  Here you shall find several treasons,
murthers, rapines, oppiessions, perjuries.  The carth
hath a seminary vitue, whereby it doth produce all
herbs and plants, and other vegetables @ there is in this
erime a seminary of all evils hurtful to a state ; and if
you consider the reasons of it, it must needs be so.

“ The how s that wleek puts a difference betwiat good
and evily betwiat just and wugust.  If you tuke away the
law, all things will full into a confusion. FKeery man
will become a law to honself, which, in the depraved con-
dition of human nature, must needs produce many great
enormities.  Lust will become o lwe, and envy will be-
come a law, covetonsness and ambition will become luws ;
and what dictates, what decisions such laws will produce,
may ecasily be discerned in the late government of Ire-
land !

“ The law hath a power to prevent, to restrain, to
repair evils,  Without this, all hinds of mischief and
distempers will break in upon a state. It is the law
that doth entitle the king to the allegiance and service
of his people ; it entitles the people to the protection
and justice of the king. 1t is Ged alone who subsists
by himself ; all other things subsist in a mdtual de-
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pendence and relation. He was a wise man that said
that the king subsisted by the field that is tilled : it is
the labour of the people that supports the crown. 1f
you take away the protection of the king, the vigour and
cheerfulness of allegiance will be taken away, though
the obligation remain.

‘“'The law is the boundary, the measure, betwixt the
king’s prerogative and the people’s liberty. Whilst these
move in their own orbs, they arc a support and a
security to one another,—the prerogative a cover and
defence to the liberty of the people, and the people by
their liberty® enabled to be a foundation to the prero-
gative ; but if these bounds be so removed that they
enter into contestation and confhet, one of these mis-
chiefs must ensue,—if the prerogative of the king over-
whelm the liberty of the people, it will be turned into
tyranny ; if liberty undermine the prerogative, it will
grow nto anarchy.”

The whole compass of our language does not contain
a nobler description of law than this. It has indecd
been justly pronounced, by no partial witness ' to Pym’s
memory, to combine the splendour of one of the com-
mon-places of Cicero with the logical foree of lord
Bacon's profound meditations. It has even gieater foree,
philosophy, and beauty, when viewed in relation to the
wider appeal which, the speaker had already judged it
neeessary to make, not less to prevent the possibly undue
stretching of a statute, than to wither and destroy the
monstrous assumption of the accused—that he, for-
sooth, was a pleader for the law, while the very prin-
ciple assumed in his argument 15 that of having laboured
to overturn all law.

It will be observed, however, that nothing so strik-
ingly impresses itself upon us, in reading Rushworth’s
report ? of this extiaordinary specch, than the instant and
impressive practical application to the defence which
Strafford had just delivered, with which all the great

I Mr D'lrrach in b Cotnment iries, vol iv. p. 457 .
2 My quotatiuns are taken from it
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principles and abstract truths on which Pym must have
thought for years, now, with a stately vehemence, rushed
forth from him. This it is, as with the greatest orators,
to comprehend the whole of a subject, no matter how
overwhelming in its interests and proportions, at a sin-
gle glance ; and then, out of an armoury of words and
thoughts, collected through the untiring exertions of a
life of observation and study, to know how to send every
word and every thought to its errand, hike an arrow to
its mark, with uncniing aim. The fiist of the noble
passages which follow has rcference to what Strafford
had said in his defence respecting Ireland, £-that it was
a conquered country, and that his illegal exertions there
were to maintain the king’s absolute sovercignty,  This
was as good an argument as many that have been since
advanced, with less excuse, for subsequent oppressions
in the same quarter ; but mark with what final and un-
answerable cloquence Pym crushes every such sophisim
or pretension !

* The law is the safeguand, the custody of all private
interests.  Your honowrs, your lives, your hberties, and
estates, are all in the keeping of the law.  Without
this, every man hath a hke right to any thing; and
such is the condition into which the Irish were ought
by the earl of Strafford.  But the reason which he gave
for it hath even more mischief in it than the thing
itself.  They were a conguered nation! ‘Ihere cannot
be a word more pregnant and fiuitful in treason than
that word is.  There are few nations in the world that
have not been conquered, and no doubt but the con-
queror may give what law he pleases to those that are
conquered ; bat if the succeeding pacts and agreements
do not limit and restrain that right, what people can be
secure ? England hath been conquered, and Wales hath
been conquered, and by this reason will be in little
better case than lIreland. If the king, by the right of a
conqueror, gives laws to his people, shall uat the people,
by the same reason, be restored to the right of the con-
quered to recover their liberty if they can ®  What can
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be more hurtful, more pernicious to both, than such
prapositions as these ? And in these particulars is deter-
mined the firs* consideration.

““The second consideration is this — arbitrary power
is dangerous to the king’s person, and dangerous to his
crown. It is apt to cherish ambition, usurpation, and
oppression, in great men, and to beget sedition and dis-
content in the people ; and both these have been, and
in reason must ever be, causes of great trouble and al-
teration to princes and states.  If the histories of those
eastern countries be pursued, where princes order their
affairs according to the mschicvous principles of the
catl of Stratford, loose and absolved from all rules of
government, they will be found to be frequent in com-
bustions, full of massacies, and of the tragical ends of
proces. 1 any man shall look into their own stofles,
in the times when the laws were most negleeted, he
shall find them full of commotions, of civil distempers;
whereby the Rings that then reigned were always kept in
want and distress; the people consumed with eivil wars;
— and by such wicked counsels as these some of our
princes have been brought to such a misciable end as
no honest heart ean remember without horror, and an
carnest prayer that it may never be so again.!

““The third consderation 1 this — the subversion of
the Taws : and this aitbitrary power, as it is dangerous to
the king’s person and to his crown, so is it in other
respeets very projudicial to s majesty, in lus honour,
profit, and greatuess.  And yet these are the gildings
and paintings that are put upon such counsels, ¢ these
are for your honour — for your service; whereas in
truth they are contrary to both. But if 1 take off
this varnish, T hope they shall then appear in their own
native deformity ; and therefore 1 desire to consider
them by these rules.

1 The king was present, the reader will recollect, though not rev ognised
ak being 5o A sorecn of trelli-cwork was before hin 1t may be aupposed
that now, whilc these inemor.able words sounded through the hall, was the
moment of ** breakiug down the screen with his own hand,” as Balhe re-
cords bim to have done
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“ It cannot be for the honour of the king, that his
sacred authority should be used in the practice of injus-
tice and oppression, --- that his name should be applied
to patronize such horrid crimes, as have been represented
in evidence against the carl of Strafford; and yet how
frequently, how presumptuously, his commands, his
letters, have been vouched throughout the course of this
defence!  Your lordships have heard when the judges
do justice it is the king’s justice; and this is for his
henour, because he is the fountain of justice. But when
they do injustice, the offence is their own. Iow these
officers and ministers of the king, who are most officious
in the exercise of arbitrary power, do it commonly for
their own advantage ; and, when they are questioned
for *’t, then they fly to the king’s ‘ interest,” to his ¢ di-
reeflon ! Truly, my lords, this is a very unequal dis-
tribution for the king; that the dishonour of evil courses
should be cast upon him, and they to have the advan-
1 age : ! .

w The pr«_]udue which it bnngs to him in regard of
his profit is no less apparent, since it deprives him of
the most bheneficial and most certain revenue of his
crown ; that is, the voluntary aids and supplies of his
people.  His other revenues, consisting of  goodly
demesnes, and great manors, have by grants been
variously ahenated from the crown, and are now ex-
ceedingly diminished and impaired.  But this revenue,
it cannot be sold ; it cannot be burdened with any
pensions or annuities ; it comes entirely to the crown.
It is now almost fifteen years since his majesty had
any assistance from his people ; and these illegal ways
of the supplying the King were never pressed with more
violence and art, than theyhave been in this time:
and yet 1 way, upon very good grounds, affirm, that
in the last fifteen yems of queen Elizabeth she re-
ceived more by the bounty and affection of her subjects,
than hath come te his majesty’s coffers by all the
inordinate and rigorous courses which have been taken.
And, as those supplies were morc beneficial in the
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reccipt of them, so were they like in the use and em-
ployment of them.

 Another way of prejudice to his majesty’s profit
is this,—such arbitrary courses exhaust the people,
and disable them, when there shall be occasion, to give
such plentiful supplies as otherwise they would do. T
shall need no other proof of this than the Irish govern-
ment under my lord of Strafford, where the wealth of the
kingdom has been so consumed by those horrible exac-
tions and buidens that it is thought, the subsidies lately
granted will amount to little more than half the pro-
portion of the last subsidivs. The two former ways
wre hurtful to the king’s profit, in that respect which
they call Iuerum eessans, by diminishing his receipts ;
but there is a third yet more full of mischief, angy it
is in that respect which they call dumuceon rmvrpt«,
by increasing his disbursements.  For such inegular
and exorbitant attempts upon the liberties of the peo-
ple are apt to produce such miserable distractions and
distempers, as will put the hing and kingdoms to so
vast expenses and losses in a short tine that they will not
be recovered [in many years.  We need not go far to
seck a proof of this, — these two last years will be a
suflicient evidenee ; within which time 1 assure myself
it may be proved, that more treasure hath been wasted,
and more loss sustained by his majesty and his subjects,
than was spent by queen Elizabeth in all the war of
Tyrone, and in those many brave attempts against the
king of Spain, and the royal assistance which she gave
to France and the Low Countrics, during all her reign.,

““ Now, as for greatnesse,— this arbitrary power is
apt to hinder and impair it, not only at home, but
ibroad. A kingdom is a.socicty of men conjoined
under one government for the common good. The
world is a society of the kingdoms and states. The
king's greatness consists not only in his dominion over
his subjects at home, but in the influence which he hath
upon states abroad ; — that he should be great, even
among kings, and by his wisdom and authority be
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able so to incline aud dispose the affairs of other states
and nations, and those great events which fall out in
the- world, that they shall be fos the good of mankind,
and for the peculiar advantage of his own people. This
ie the most glorious and magnificent greatness,— to be
able to relieve distressed princes, to support his own
friends and allies, to prevent the ambitious, designs of
other kings ; and how much this kingdom hath been
impaired in this kind by the late mischievous counsels,
your lordships best know, who, at a near distance, and
with a more clear sight, do apprehend these public
and great affairs than I can do. Yet thus much 1 dare
boldly say, that if his majesty had not with great wis-
dom and goodness foisaken that way wherein the
e‘nof Strafford had put him, we should, within a
8! time, have been brought iuto that miscrable con-
dition as to have been uscless to our friends, con-
temptible to our enemies, and incapable of undertaking
any great design either at home or abroad.

* A fourth consuleration is, — that this arbitrary and
tyrannical powcer which the earl of Stratford did exer-
ese with s own person, and to which he did advise his
majesty, is inconsistent with the peace, the wealth, the
prosperity of a nation: 1t is destructive to justice, the
mother of peace ; to industry, the spring of wealth ; to
valour, which is the active virtue whereby only the
prosperity of a nation can be procured, confirmed,
and enlarged. It is not only apt to tahe away peace,
aud so intangle the nation with wars, but doth corrupt
peace, and put such a malignity into it as produceth
the effects of war.  We nced seek no other proofs of
this but the earl of Strafford’s government ; where the
Irish, both nobility and others, had as little security of
their persons or estates in this peaceable time as if the
kingdomn had been under the rage and fury of war.

“And as for industry and valour, who will take pains
for that which when he hath gotten is not his own?
or who fight for that wherein he hath no other interest
but such as is subject to the will of another? The an-
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cient encouragement to men that were to defend their
countries was this, that they were to hazard their per-
son, pro aris et focis, for their religion and for their
homes.  But by this arbitrary way which was practised
in Ireland, und counselled here, no man had any cer-
tainty, either of religion, or of his home, or of any thing
clse to be his own; and besides this, such arbitrary
courses have an ill operation upon the courage of a na-
tion, by cinbasing the hearts of the people. A servile
condition goes for the most part beget in men a slavish
temper and disposition.  Those that live so much under
the whip, and the pillory, and such servile engines as
were frequently used by the eal of Suafford, they may
have the dreps of valour —sullenness, and stubbornness,
which may make them prone to mutinies and discon-
tents 5 but those noble and gallant affections which®put
men to brave designs® and  attempts for the preserv-
ation or enlargement of a kingdom, they are hardly
capable of.  SHALL 11 BE TREASON T0 EMBASE THE
KING'S COIN, THOUGH BUT A PIECE OF 1WILVEPENCE
OR SIXPENCF P AND MUST I'T NOT NLEDS BE 11E BFPECT
OF A GREAIER TRFEASON TO  LMBASE THL SPIRIT OF
HIS SUBNCIS, AND 1O SET UP A STAMP AND CHA=
RACPIR  OF SERVITUDE UPON THEM, WHLKI BY THEY
SHALL BE DISABLLD TO O ANYUHING FOI TUL 81 RVICK
OF THE KING AND (‘yﬁ.\l.\l(i\'“'l‘)\l"lll?

“The tifth consideration is this, —that the exercise of
this athitrary povernment in times of sudden danger, by
the invasion of an enemy, will disable his majesty to
preserve humself and his subjects from that danger.
This is the only pretence by which the earl of Straflord,
and such other mischievous counscllors, would mduce
his majesty to make use of it; and if it Le unfit for
such an occasion, T know nothing that can be alloged in
maintenance of it.  When war threatens a hingdomn by
the coming of a forcign enemy, it is no tme then to dis-
content the people, to make thein weary of the present
government, and more inclinable to a change.  The
supplies which are to come in this way will be unready,
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uncertain ; there can be no assurance of themy no de-
pendence upon them, either for time or proportion.
And if some money be gotten in such a way, the dis-
tractions, divisions, distempers, which this coursc is apt
to produce, will be more prejudicial to t}Le public safety
than the supply can be advantageous to it.  Of this we
have had sufficient ( rpervience the last swmmer.,

““The sixth is,— that this crime of subverting the
laws, and introducing an arbitrary and tyrannical go-
vernment, is contrary to the pact and covenant betwixt
the king and his people. That which was spoken of
before was the legal union of allegiance and protection ;
this is a personal union, by mutual agrcement and sti-
pulation, confirmed by oath on both sides. The king
and his people are obliged to one another in the nearest
relstions.  When justice Thorp, in Edward 111.’s time,
was by the parliament condemned to death for bribery,
the reason of that judgment is given, because he had
broke the King's oath; not that had broke his own
oath, but he had brokten the king's oath, that solemn
and great obligation which is the security of the whole
kingdom. Now, if for a judge to take a small sum
in a pnivate cause was adjudged capital, how much
greater was this offence, whereby the carl of Strafford
hath broken the king’s oath in the whole course of his
government in Ireland, to the prejudice of so many of
his majesty’s subjects in theiwr lives, Iibertics, and estates,
and to the danger of all the rest!! The doctrine of
the papists, fides non est surcanda cum hereticrs, is an
ahominable doctrine ; yet that other tenet, more pecu-
siar to the jesuits, is more pernicious, whereby sub.
jeets are discharged from their oath of allegiance to
their prince whensoever the pope pleaseth.  Now, my

! This precedent, by the by, is hkely to have been that which was in
Sir R Goodwin's wind when he reterred to v Cromwells parhament
ot 1638, but 1 have aliow ed the speech to stand, which has been attnibuted
to Pym en the groand ot its contiuning a sunilar precedent , both because
ot its extraordinanly marked atyle, which, mn the absence of any known
author, aud m ~pite of strong opposing evidence, still scerns to pont to
Pym as having had a share 1n ita awthorship, and alsn, because, being a

most striking illustration of the tumes, it is yet excluded from the common
parhiamentary historics,
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Yords, this' may be gdded, to make the third no less mis-
chievous and destructive to hwihan society than either
of the rest, — that the king is not bound by that oath
which he hath taken to observe the laws of the king-
dom, but may, when he sees cause, lay taxes and bur-
thens upon them without their consent, contrary to the
laws and liberties of the kingdom. This hath been
preached and published by divers; and this is that
which hath been practised in Ircland by the carl of
Strafford in his government there, and endeavoured to
be brought into Englund by his counsel here,

 T'he seventh 1s this—it is an offence that is contrary
to the end of government. The end of government is
to prevent oppressions, to limit and restrain the exees-
sive power and violence of gicat men, to open the
passages of justice with indiflerency towards all.  This
arbitrary power is apt to induce and encourage all kinds
of insolences. Amnother end of the government is to
preserve men in their estates, to secure them in their
lives and liberties ; but it this design had taken cffect,
and could have been settled in England as it is practised
in Ireland, no man would have had more certainty in
his own than power would have allowed him.  But
these two have been spoken of bhefore ; there are two
behind more important, which have not yet been
touched.

Tt is the end of government, that virtue should be
cherished, vice supprest ; but where this arbitrary and
unlimited power is set up, a way is open not only for the
sccurity, but for the advancement and encouragement of
evil,  Such men as are apt for the execution and main-
tenance of this power are only capable of preferment ;
and others who will not be instruments of any unjust
commands, who make a conscience to do nothing against
the laws of the kingdom and liberties of the subjects,
are not only not passable for employment, but subject to
much jealousie and danger. It is the end of governa
ment, that all accidents and events, all counscls and
designy, should be improved to the public goed ; but

VOL. 1L N
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this arbitrary power is apt to dispose all to the main-
tenance of itself. The wisdom of the council-table,
the authoiity of the courts of justice, the industry of
all the officers of the crown, have been most carefully
exercised in this; the learning of our divines, the
jurisdiction of our bishops, have been moulded and
disposed to the same effect; which, though it were begun
before the carl of Strafford’s employment, yet hath been
exceedingly furthered and advanced by him. Under
this colour and pretence of maintaining the king’s power
and pretogative, many dangerous practices against the
peace and safety of the kingdom have been undertaken
and promoted. The increase of popery, aud the favours
and encouragement of papists, have been, and still are,
a greaf, gricvance and danger to the kingdom. The
invocation, in matters of religion, upon usurpations of
the clergy, the manitold burthens and taxations upon the
people, have been a great cause of our present dis-
tempers and disorders ; and yet those who have been
chief furtherers and actors of <uch mischiefs have had
their credit and authority from this, that they were
forward to mamtan this power. The earl of Strafford
had the first risc of his greatness from this ; and in his
apology and defence, as your lordships have heavd, this
hath had a main part.

“'The royal power and majesty of kings is only
glorious in the prosperity and happiness of the people.
The perfection of all things consists in the end for which
they were ordained.  God only is his own end.  All
other things have a further end heyond themselves, in
attaining whercof their own happiness consists. It the
means and the end be set in opposition to one another,
it must needs cause an inpotency and defect of both.”

These extracts carry with them their own praise.
They bélong indeed to the very highest order of
cloquence ; they embody the truths of a sound phi-
losophy with the great substantial truths of common
sense ; and mingle, with a power and purpose that are
truly masterly, the great maxims of the old English
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constitution with the real interests and general feelings
of mankind in every country and under every circum-
stance.

Pym now turned to certain special excuses and jus-
tifications which Strafford had urged in his defence. —
“ The cighth consideration is, the vanity and absurdity
of those excuses and justifications which he made for
himsell, wheieof divers particulars have been mentioned
in the coure of this defence,

“ 1. That he is a counsellor, and might not be
questioned for any thing which he advised according to
his conscience. The ground is true.  There is a liberty
belonss to counsellors, and notlung  corrupts  counsels
more than fear.  He that will have the privilege of a
counscllor, however, must heep within the just bounds
of a counsellor ¢ those matters are the only proper sub-
jeets of counsel which in their tumes and occasions may
b good or beaeticial to the king or commonwealth ; but
such treasons as these — the subversion of the laws,
violation of liberties — they can ncver be good or jus-
tifiable by any circumstancee or oceasion. Therefore his
being 2 counsellor makes his fault much more heinous,
as being committed against a greater trust, and in a way
of much mirchief and danger, lest Ins majesty’s con-
seience and judgment (upon which the whole course
and frame of his government do much depend) should
be porsoned and infected with such wicked principles
and designs. This lord Strafford hath endeavoured to
do, which by all laws, and in all times, hath m this
kingdom been reckoned a crime of a high nature.

‘2. He labours to interest your lordslups in his
cause, by alleging it may be dangerous to yoursclves
and your posterity, who by your hirth are fittest to be
near his majesty, in places of trust and of authority, if
you should he subject to be questioned for matters de-
livered in council.  ‘T'o this it is to be anwwered, that it
is hoped their lordships will rather labour to sccure
themsclves and their posterity in the exercise of their
virtues than of their vices, that so they inay, together

N 2
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with their own honour and greatness, preserve the honour
and greatness both of the king and kingdom.

3. Another excuse is this, that whatsoever he
hath spoken, was out of good intention. Sometimes,
my lords, good and evil, truth and falschood, lie so near
together, that they are hardly to be distinguished.
Matters hurtful and dangerous may be accompanied
with such circumstances as may make them appear
useful and convenient; and, in all such cases, good
intention will justify evil counsel. But where the matters
propounded «re evil in their oun nature, such as the
matters arc wherewith the earl of Strafford is charged,
— as to break a publick faith, and to subvert laws and
government, — they can never be justified by any inten-
tions, how good soever they be pretended.

“4. He allegeth it was a time of great neces-
sity and danger, when such counsels were necessary for
the preservation of the state.  Necessity hath been spoken
of before, as it relates to the cause ; now it is considered
as it relates to the person.  If there were any necessity,
it was of his own making : he, by hisevil counsel, had
brought the king into a necessity ; and by no rules of
Jjustice can be allowed to gain this advantage by his own
fault, as to make that a ground of his justification which
is a great part of his offence.

“ 5. He hath often insinuated this, that it was for his
majesty’s service, in maintenance of that sovereign
power with which he is intrusted by God for the good
of his people. The answer is this, — no doubt but
that sovereign power wherewith his majesty is intrusted
for the public good hath many glorious cffects, the
better to enable him thereunto ; but without doubt this
is none of them, that, by his own will, he may lay any
tax or hmposition upon his people without their consent
in parliament.  This hath now been five times ad-
judged by both houses, — in the case of the loans, in con-
demning commissions of the cxcise, in the resolution
upon the saving clause offered to be added to the peti-
tion of right, in the sentence against Manwaiing, and
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now against Lutell, in condemning the ship-money. And,
therefore, if the sovereign power of the king can pro-
duce no such effect as this, the allegation of it is an ag-
gravation, and no diminution, of his offence, because
thereby he doth labour to interest the king against the
just grievance and complaint of the people.

“ 6. That this counsel was propounded with divers li-
mitations and provisions, for sccuring and repairing the
liberty of the people.  This implies a contradiction — to
maintain an arbitrary and absolute power, and yet to re-
strain it with limitations and provisions; foreven those li-
mitations and provisions will be subject to the same abso-
lute power, and to be dispensed in such manner, and at
such time, as itself shall determine.  Let the giievances
and oppressions be neser s0 heavy, the subject is left
without Al remedy, but at his majesty’s own pleasure.

“ 7. He allegeth they were but words, and no cffect
followed 5 this needs no answer, but that the miscrable
distempers into which he hath brought all the three
kingdoms will be evidence sufficient that his wicked
counsels have had such mischievous effeets, within these
two or three last years, that many years' peace will
hardly repair those losses and other great mischiefs
which the commonwealth hath sustained.”

Pym now offered his concluding considerations, which,
it wil be scen, bear emphatic referenee to the new
course which he had already initiated in the house of
commons, of declaring Strafford’s treason by the justice
of a special enactinent,

“ The ninth consideration, my lords, is this, — that
if this be treason in the nature of it, it doth exceed all
other treasons in this, that in the design and endeavour
of the author it was to be a constant and permanent
treason.  Other treasons are transient, as being confined
within those particular actions and proportions where-
in they did consist ; and those being past, the treason
ccaseth. The powder treason was full of horror and
malignity, yet it is past many years since. The
murder of that magnanimous and glorious king,

N 3
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Henry 1V. of France, was a great and horrid treason,
and *so were thosc manifold attempts against queen
Elizabeth, of blessed memnory ; but they are long since
past: the detestation of them only remains in his-
tories, and in the minds of men, and will cever remain.
But this treason, if it had taken effect, was To BE A
STANDING, PERPETUAL TREASON, WHICH WOULD HAVE
BEEN IN CONTINUAL ACT ; NO1 DETERMINED WITHIN ONK
TIME Ot AGE, BUT TRANSMITTED TO POSIERITY, EVEN
FIOM ONE GENERATION TO ANOTHLI.

¢ The last consideration is this,—that as it is a crime
odious in the nature of it, so it is odious in the judg-
ment and estimation of the law. To alter the scttled
frame and constitution of government, is treason in
any state.  THE LAWS WHI REBY ALL OTHER PARTS OF
A KINGDOW ARE PRESLRVED WOULD BE VERY VAIN AND
DEFECFIVE, IF THLY HAD NOP A POWER TO SECURE AND
PRESERVE TN I':.'\L\l'l.\'!‘\."

The orator concluded with these condensed and ter-
rible words : ¢ The forfeitures inflicted for treason, by
our law, are of life, honour, and estate, even all that
can he forfeited ; and this prisoner having committed
so many treasons, although he should pay all these for-
feitures, will be still a debtor to the commonwealth.
Nothing can be more equal than that he should perish
by she justice of that law which he would have sub-
verted.  Neither will this be a new way of blood.  There
are marks enough to trace this law to the very original
of this kingdom ; and if it hath not been put in exe-
cution, as he alledgeth, these 210 years, it was not for
want of lnw, but that all that time hath not hred a man
bold enough to commit such crimes as these!”

An interesting incident now occurred, which has
already been described in this work!, but which cannot
be omitted here. Through the whole of the speech
Strafford is described to have been closely and earnestly
watching Pym ; when the latter suddenly turning, as
the above words were spoken, met the fixed and faded

V Life of Strafford, p. 398.
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eyes and haggard features of his early associate, and a
rush of feelings from other days, — so fearfully contrast.
ing the youth and friendship of the past! with the love-
poisoned hate of the present and the mortal agony in-
pending in the future, — for a moment deprived the
patriot of self-possession. * His papers he looked on,”
says Baillie, *“ but they could not help him ; so he be.
hoved to pass them.”  Ilor a moment only ! Suddenly
recovering his dignity and self-command, he told the
court that the solicitor-general, St. John, would, on a
future day, and *“ with learning and abilities much
better for that service,” argue certain points of law be-
fore them ; and solicited their lordships, for the present,
to consider the proceedings closed.

The few eventful weeks of life which still remained
to Stiaftord have already heen detailed 5 but some in-
cidents connected with the plots devised for his reseue,
not given before, may now he used in illustration of
Pym’s character.  While the all of attainder was on its
way to the lords 2, Mr. Hyde (lord Clarendon) was sent
up to that house with a message stating that the com-
mons apprehended a design for the escape of Straftord,
and requesting that the Irish army shoulll be disbanded.
Five days after this, and two days after the ill-advised
interference of the king, a furious moh of upwards of
6000 people, variously armed, thronged round $West-
minster Hall, clamoured for Strafford’s blood, and
placarded the names of those members of the commons
who, out of a house of 2631, had voted against the
attainder, as ¢ Staffordians, and betrayers of their
country.” ‘The lords instantly demanded a conference

1 The expresmon conveyed in Strafford’s look may be felt on reading 4
few of the touching words which graced his cloquent defence : — “ ‘That
1 am charged with trearon by the honourable cominons, is my greatest
gnef it pierees iny heart, though not with guilt, yet with sorrow, that o
sy grey ba rs 1 should be so misunderstood by the companions of my youth,
with whom 1 haoe formerly spent 5o much tone.”

2 On the 2hth of Apnl, 3 See Life of Strafford, p. 309

4 ¢ T'he question being then put for pasing the bill_agamst the carl, it
was earned i the affirmative by 204 aganwt 50 Mr Pym was ordered to
carry this bill to the Jorde, and to express to them ¢ that it was a bill that

highly conccrned the commonweaith in the expediting of it *”  This was
on the 21st of April. — Old Parl. Hist vol.1x. pp. 262, % .

N 4
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on the subject, and were refused. The commons were
at that moment listening, in the deepest agitation, to
Pym, whose sleepless vigilance had discovered a formi-
dable and dangerous conspiracy, and was then de-
nouncing it, in all its details, and with the names of all
its actors. He discovered to the house various desperate
intrigues and dangerous designs, both at home and
abroad (referring to France), against the parliament
and the people; and especially a plot ““ to disaffect the
ariny to the pmliament,” and bring it up from the
north, with the king’s ass-it, to overawe their proceed-
ings ; also of a design upon the Tower for lord Straf-
ford’s escape, and of an intended descent of the French
upon Portsmouth in furtherance of these machinations.
He stated further, that © persons of eminence about the
queen ” appeared to be deeply imphicated ; and moved
that his majesty be requested to shut the ports, and to
give ouders that no person attending on himself, the
queen, or the prince, should quit the kingdom without
licence of lus majesty, by the advice of parhament. !
The immediate effects of Pym’s speech were very
memorable.  The commons, who 1emained sitting on
the occasion ®ith locked doors from seven in the
morning till eight at night, drew up a * protestation,”
at last, on Pym’s motion”, *“ to defend the protestant
1 Subsequent diccoveries hive placed us in possession of the exact
course and substance of Pym’s present disclosures  ‘Fhiey are thus <hortly
summed up in the History trom Mukintosh —=** Goung, then o colonel
in the army, and Perey, brother ot the carl of Northumberland, took the
lead mi a consultaaon of otheers, held under an oaty of secrecy 1t on.
giated with sie John Suckhing, who was soun thrown aside from distrust
ot his personal courage The pirliamont was to be overowed or dissolved |
and, n short, the king rendered absolute, by the sudden march ot the
armvito London  ‘They addressed to the kmg a petition, which he ree
cewved and approved, and marked with the iitialy C. R - at senously com-
grunusm han I'his movement was combined with the escape of Stratlord.
Balfour, Licutenant ot the ‘Tower, was offered by the earl 2,000/, the
marniage of Balfour's son to his chiest daughter, and the King's warrant
for his indemmty  He received the hing’s command at the same time to
receive captawn Billingaley, one ot the consparators, with 100 piched men,
1nto the Tower  Dreading the vengeance of the house ot cominons, he
rejected the bribe, and retused obedience to the military order  The king
and queen charged Jermya, already the queen’s favounte, to reconcile the
rival pretensions of Gonng and Perey, but fajled to do »0 ; and Goring dis-
clased the plot to lord Newark, from whom, through Bedford, Say, and

Kimbolton, it reached Pym."
2 Sec the specch of Pym, as reported in Clarendon, vol. i p. 438—441,
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church, his majesty’s person and power, the privileges
of parliament, and the lawful rights and liberties of the
people ” ; which was instantly signed by every mem-
ber present (““ Edward Hyde” is the second name
attached to it), subsequently by the members of the
house of lords (the catholic peers cxceptc(l and who
were m consequence absent during Strafford’s attainder),
and then circulated, in various copies, for universal
signature throughout the kingdom.  The sensation thus
created was felt everywhere ; and the popular leaders
took advantage of it to achieve a still more memorable
measure.  Pym pointed out the nature of the dangers
that had threatened them hefore this discovery, and
asked whether they were safer now?  The king had
listened o and approved a proposal of appealing from
the house of commons to a military foree.  Were they
now secwre from stant discolution ? and, supposing
a dissolucon ar the present ¢ asis, with a term of  three
years for prerogative measures agamst the people, were
not the publie hiberties in danger of being lost for ever?
A hill to secure the Caastenee of the present parlament,
on which depended every thing, was then named, and
fervently welcomed by th house. A rabid impulse,”
observes Mr. Hallam!, * rather than any concerted re-
solution, appears to hove dictated o hardy encroachment
on the prerogative.  The bill against the dissolution of
the present parliament wihout its own consent was
resolved 1 a committee on the ith of May ?, brought
in the next day, aud sent to the lords on the 7th.” On
the Sth the bill passed.  On the same day Strafford’s
attainder passed also, and both measures were presented
to the king.

He at once signed the bill for the continuance of
parliament ; and Mr. Hallam suggests, that “ his 1cady
acquicescence in this bill, far more dangerous than any
of those at which he had hitherto denurred, can only
be ascribed to his own shame, and the queen's con-

i Const. Hist. volai. p. 135,
2 That is, two days after Pym's discovery of the army plot.
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sternation, at the discovery of the late plot.” He im-
plored for some delay, however, before signing Strafford’s
attainder. Nothing could be more vain. The same
discovery had also enmeshed him here; for it was
already obvious, into such a state had the public mind
been thrown, that had the commons even consented to
a temporary respite, it must have been in defiance of
imminent danger to the kingdom. The bill was signed
on the 9th of May ; and, on the 12th, Strafford, * the
greatest subject in power, and little inferior to any in
fortune that was at that time in any of the three king-
doms 1,” suffered on the scaffold.

Such were the instant consequences of Pym’s dis-
covery of the army plot; and others, almost cqually
remarkable, will be noticed hereafter.  Lord Clarendon
has not failed, thercfore, to assail the character of the
vigilant patriot on this point ; and, treating the real
plot as a very trifling affarr, charges Pym in his history
with having used 1t only to agitate the public mind,
and rmse terrifying tumults.  Admitting, however,
subscquently, that what was really discovered * gave
great credit gnd reputation to Mr. Pym’s vigilance and
activity,” he takes occasion to add, that at this period
“Mr. Pym had all tavern and ordinary discourses
carried to him;” which only leaves us to regret
that the treachery of such men as ““ Mr. Hyde ” should
have rendered such vigilance necessary.  Notwithstand-
ing all this, nothing is more certain, at least, than that
this same “Mr. Hyde” partook of the terrors which
Pyin excited ; since he carried up the first message to
the lords, was foremost in the affair of the © pro-
testation,” which so effectually roused the country, and,
with his friend lord Falkland, managed a sudden con-
ference with the lords respecting the bill for the con-
tinuance of parliament.? It was only the *earl of
Clarendon ” who, many y'ears after, found it convenient

V' Clarcndon.

2 See the Journals.  Colepepper, waith Falkland, Hyde, and Whitelock,
all *“ moderate men,™ were cqually warm supporters of this very * uncon.
stitutional * measure.
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to represent the conspiracy as having been exaggerated for
factious purposes ; and, notwithstanding the thorough
exposure of his falsehoods, carelessness, and disin.
genuousness by Mr. Brodie and Mr. Hallam !, he had
found a very resolute and ingenious follower in the
present day, who yet persists in saying that the only
solid mischief of the army plot was worked “by the
adroit management of P'ym, whose vigorous concep-
tious could create mighty consequences from slight
events, and on whose bold designs now revolved the
fate of an empire.” ?

It is now necessary to go back a little.  Some few
weeks hefore the death of Strafford, Pym had been
specially chosen by the commons to justify the im-
peachment and detention of Laud, on the occasion of
their delivering to the lords the articles that had been
prepared  agamst him.  The time was well selected,
in reference to measures 1especting prelacy and the star
chamber, then instantly depending ; and the speech is
not only sv remarkable in itself, but so little known,
that it claims a place in lus memoir!  The articles
having been read, Pym opened his task with a very
striking effect.

“ My lords,” he said,  there is an expression in
the Scripture, which I will not presume cither to un-
derstand or to interpret; yet, to a vulgar eye, it seems
to have an aspeet something suitable to the person and
cause before you. It is a deseripuon of the evill
spirits, wherein they are said to be © spiritual wicked-
nesses in high places.” Crimes acted by the spirituall
faculties of the soule, the will, and the understanding,
exercised about spirituall matters, concerning God’s
worship and the salvation of man, seconded with power,
authority, learning, and many other advantages, doc
make the party who commits them very suitable to

! Hust of Brit Empire, vol. in. pp 109—114., note. Const Hist vol. u.
p. 154, note.

2 Drlsraeh’s Commentaries, vol. v, p. 172.

3 1 give the extracts from a small quarto in my possession, printed for
Ralph Mabb, 1631.
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that descriptiun —sPIRITUAL WICKEDNESSES IN RIGH
PLACES.

“ These crimes, my lords, are various in their na-
ture, haynous in their qualitie, and universall in their
extent. If you examine them theologically, as they
stand in opposition to the trueth of God, they will be
found to be against the rulc of faith, against the power
of godlinesse, against the meanes of salvation. If you
examine them morally, as they stand in opposition to
the light of nature, to right reason, and the principles
of humane society, you will then perceive pride with-
out any moderation ; even such a pride as that is which
“exalts ’ itselfe ¢ above all that is called God.” Malice
without any provocation, malice against vertue, against
innocency, against pictie!  Injustice, without any meahs
of restitution ; even such injustice as doeth robbe the
present times of their possessions, the future of their
possibilities ! If they be examined, my lords, by legall
rules, m a ewill way, as they stand in opposition to the
publique good, and to the laws of the land, the accused
will be found to be a traytour against his majestie’s
crowne, an incendiary against the peace of the state,
the highest, the boldest, the most impudent oppressour,
that ever was an appressour both of king aud people.

*¢ ‘This charge, my lords, is distributed and conveyed
into fourtecne severall articles, as you have heard ; and
those articles arc onely generall : it beng the inten-
tion of the house of commons (which they have com-
manded me to declare) to make them more certaine
and particular by preparatory examinations, to be taken
with the helpe of your lordships’ house, as in the case
of my lord of Stratford. For the present, 1 shall runne
through them with a light touch, onely marking, in
each of them, some speciall points of venome, viru-
lency, and malignity.

“ The first article, my lords, doth containe his en-
deavour to introduce into this kingdome an arbitrary
power of government, without any limitations or rules
of law. This, my lords, is against the safety of the
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king’s person, the honour of his crown, and most de-
structive to his people. Those causes which are most
perfect have not onely a power to produce effects, but
to conserve and cherish them. The seminary vertue,
and the nutritive vertue in vegetables, doe produce
from the same principles. It was the defect of justice,
the restrayning of oppression and violence, that first
brought government into the world, and set up kings,
the most excellent way of government; and by the
maintenance of justice, all kindes of government receive
a sure foundation and establishment. It is this that
hath in it an ability to preserve and secure the royall
power of kings ; vea, to adorn and increase it.

* In the second article, your lordships may obscrve
absolute and unlimited power defended by preaching ;
by sermons, and other discourses, printed and published
upon that subject : and truely, my lords, it seems to be
a prodigions crime that the trueth of God, and his
holy law, should he perverted to defend the lawlessnesse
of man; that the holy and sacred function of the
ministery, which was ordained for instruction of men’s
soules in the wayes of (od, should bee so abused that
the mimsters are become trumpets of sedition, the pro-
moters and defenders of violence and oppression !

¢ In the third article, my lords, you have the judges,
who, under his majestie, are the dispensers and dis-
tributors of justice, frequently corrupted by feare and
solicitation ; you have the course of justice in the
execution of it shamefully obstructed ; and, if a willful
act of injustice in a judge bee so high a crime in the
estimate of the law as to deserve death, under what’
burthen of guilt doth this man lye, who hath heence the
cause of great numbers of such voluntary and willful
acts of injustice ?

“ In the fourth article, he will bee found, in his
owne person, to have sold justice in causes depending
before him ; and, by his wicked counsell, endeavouring
to make his majestie a merchant of the same commo-
dity: onely with this difference, that the king, by taking
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money for places of judicature, should sell it in grosse;
whereas the archbishop sold it by retaile.

“ In the fifth article, there appeares a power usurped
of making canons, and of laying obligations on the
subjects in the nature of lawes ; while this power is
abused to the making of such canons, as are in the
matter of them very pernicious, being directly contrary
to the prerogative of the king and the liberty of the
people.  In the manner of pressing of them, may be
found fraud and shuffling ; in the conclusion, violence
and constraint, men being forced by terrour and
threatening to subscribe to all : — which power, thus
wickedly gotten, has been laboured to be established
by perjury, and the injoyning such an oath for the
maintenance of it as can neither be taken mor kept
with a good conecience.

“ In the sixth article, you have the king robbed of
his supremacy; you have a papall power exercised over
his majestie’s subjecets, in their consciences and in their
persons ; you have eccledasticall jurisdiction claimed
by an incudent right, which the law declares to proceed
from the crown.  tnd herein your lordships may ob-
serve thut those who labowr, in civil matters, to set up
the king above the lawes of the hingdom, do yet, in ecele-
siastivall matters, endeavour to set up themselees ahove
the hing. 'This was first procured by the archbishop
to be extrajudicially declared by the judges, and then
to be published in a proclamation. In doing whereof
he hath made the king’s throne but a footstoole for his
owne and their pride.

“ You have, my lords, in the seventh article, religion
undeninined and subverted ; you have popery cherished
and defended ; you have all this seconded with power
and violence: by severe punishment upon those which
have opposed this mischievous intention, and by sub-
tile and eager persecution, hath the power of ecclerias-
ticall commissioners. of the starre chamber and councell
table, been made subservient to the wicked designe.

¢ My lords, you may observe, in the eighth article,
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great carc taken to get into his owne hande the power
of nominating to ecclesiastcall livings and promotions,
You have as much mischievous, as much wicked care
taken in disposing of these preferments, to the hinder-
ance and corruption of religion ; and by this méanes,
my lords, it is that the king's sacred majesty, instead
of sermons, fit for spirituall instructours, hath often
given forth invectives against his people, incourage-
ments to injustice, or to the overthrow of the lawes!
Such chaplains have beene brought, indeed, into his
owne service, as have as much as may bee laboured to
corrupt his owne household, and beene eminent examples
of corruption to others; which hath, morcover, so
farre prevailed, as that it hath exceedingly tainted the
universities, and beene generally disperst through all
the chiefe cities, the greatest townes and  auditories of
the kingdome ; the grievous coffects whereof are most
manifest o the commone house, there being divers
hundred complaints there depending against scandalous
ministers, and yet 1 beheve the hundredth part of
them not yet brought in.

“ T'Le ninth article sets out the like care to have chap-
laines of his owne, that might hee promoters of this
wiched and trayterous designe ; men of corrupt judge«
ments,  of corrupt practice, extreamely addicted to
superstition.  And to such men's cares hath beene
committed the lycensing of bookes to the presse ; by
meanes whereof many have beene published that are
full of falshood, of scandals ; such as have heene more
worthy to be burnt by the hand of the hangman in
Smithfield (as I thinke one of them was!) than to be
admitted to come into the hands of the king's people.

“ In the tenth article it will appeare how he, having
made these approaches to popery, comes now to close
and joyne more neerely with it.  Hee confederates with
priests and jesuits ; hee, by his instruments, wegotiates
with the pope at Rome?, and hath correspondence with

1 An allusion 10 one of Manwanng's bookr
4 The celebrated gfer from the svurt 1 Italy to make Laud a cardinal,
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them that he authorized from Rome here. He hath
permitted a Romune hierarchie to be yp in this
kingdom. And though he hath beene % careful that a
poore man could not goe to the neighbgur parish to heare
a sermon when he had none at home, could not have a
sermon repeated nor prayer used in his owne family,
but he was a fit subject for the high commission court ;
yet the other hath been done in all parts of the realme,
and no notice taken of it, by any ecclesiasticall judges or
courts.

¢ My lords, you may perceive preaching suppressed
in the eleventh article; divers godly and orthodox minis-
ters oppressed in their persons and estates.  You have
the king's loyall subjects banished out of the kingdome,
not as Ilimeleck, to sceke for bread in forraigne coun..
tries by rcason of the great scarcity which was in
Israel, but travelling abroad for the bread of life
because they could not bave it at home, by reason of
the spirituall famine of God's word caused by this man
and his partakers : and, by this meanes, you have had
the trade, the manufactory, the industry of many
thousands of his majesty’s subjects, carried out of the
land. It is a miserable abuse of the spirituall keyes, to
shut up the doors of heaven, and to open the gates of
hell ; to let in prophaneness, ignorance, superstition,
and errour. [ shall need say no more. These things
are evident, and abundantly known to all.

“ In the twelfth article, my lords, you have a divi-
sion endeavoured betweene this and the forraigne re-
formed churches.  Now, the church of Christ is one
body, and the members of Christ have a mutuall rela-
tion, as members of the same body. Unity with God's
true church every where is not onely the beauty, but the
strength of religion ; of which beauty and strength he

e e e e e . - p—

and hia doubts, hesitation, and final refusal, — ** because somewhat dwelt
within bim which would not suffer that, till Rame was other than it was,”
— were all recorded 10 Laud’s Diary by his own hand, and are well knowi.
Rome stll chenished, 1 those days, the project of nmorlng its communion
1 England.
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hath sought to deprive this church, by his manifold
attempts to k this union. To which purpose he
hath suppressed* the priviledges granted to the Dutch
and French churghes. Hee hath denyed them to be of
the same faith and religion with us; and many other
wayes hath he declared his malice to those churches.

*“ In the thirteenth article, as he hath sought to make
an ecelesiasticall division, or religious difference between
us and forraign nations, so he hath sought to make a
civill difterence betweene us and his majesty’s subjects
of the kingdome of Scotland. And this hee hath pro-
moted by many innovations, there prest by himselfe
and his owne authority. When they were uncapable
of such alterations, he advised his majestie to use
vioience. He hath made private and publike collee-
tions towards the maintenance of that warre ; which he
might justly call his owne warre. And with an im-
pudent boldnesse, he hath struck tallies in the ex-
chequer for divers sums of money, procured by himselfe,
pro defensione regni ; when, by his counsels, the king
was drawne to undertake, not a defensive, but an
offensive warre.

““He hath lastly, my lords, thought to secure him-
selfe and his party, by seeking to undermine parliaments;
and thereby hath laboured to bereave this kingdome of
the legistative power, which can oncly be used in par-
haments.  We should then have heen left a kingdome,
without that which, indeed, makes and constitutes a
kingdome ; and is the onely meane to preserve and
restore it from distempers and decayes. He hath
herehy endevoured to bercave us of the highest judi-
catory ; such a judicatory as is necessary and essentiall
to our government. Some cases eannot be tricd in any
inferiour . court ; as divers cases of treason, and others
concerning the prerogative of the crowne and liberty of
the people. It is the supreame judicatory to which all
difficult cases resort from other courts. Thus he hath
sought to deprive the king of the love and councell of
his people, of ‘that assietance which he might have

YOL. 1L 0
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from them ; and likewise to deprive the people of that
reliefe of grievances which they most humbly expect
from his majesty. '

“ My lords, the parliament is the cabinet, wherein
the chiefest jewels both of the crowne and kingdome
are deposited. The great prerogative of the king, and
the liberty of the people, are most effectually exercised
and maintained by parliaments. Here, my lords, you
cannot passe by this occasion of great thankes to God
and his majesty for passing the bill whereby the fre-
quent course of parliaments is established ; which, T
assure myselfe, he will by experience finde to be a
strong foundation both of his honour and of his crowne.

“ This is all, my lords, I have to say to the particu-
lars of the charge. The commons desire your lordships
that they may have the same way of examination that
they had in the case of the carle of Stratford ; that is,
to examine members of all kindes of your lordships’
house and their owne, and others, as they shall see
cause. And those examinations to be kept secret and
private, that they may with more advantage be made
use of, when the matter comes to tryall.”

Nothing is more striking in this specch than the utter
absence of any thing hke sectarian intolerance ; and no
thing, it will be admitted, after reading this and other
evidences of opinion to be adduced hercafter, has been
so much wmisunderstood as the nature and influence of
religion on the mind of this great speaker and states-
man. It will have been observed, throughout the
speech just given, that he restricts himself with singular
closeness to the political influence of Laud’s adminis-
tration ; that he chooses the plainest and most obvious
illustrations of its despotic tendency ; and that he em-
ploys no language, strong as the temptation would have
been to a man of bigoted persuasions, beyond what is
simply necessary to carry his positions distinctly home,
The leading sentiment through the whole is that of a
vigorous and practical statesman. In the exposing Laud’s
design to set up a “ Roman hierarchie” —in the show-
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ing the false claim to ‘ ecclesiastical jurisdiction,”
grounded on “ an incident right”’ which “ the lnw de-
clares to proceed from the crowne "—in the stripping
Vare the pretensions of ¢ those who labour in civill
matters to set up the king above the laws of the king-
dom, and yet in ecclesiastical matters do endeavour to
set up themselves above the king’’—we see nothing
that is not worthy of the highest order of political ca-
pacity, and indeed nothing that has not directly pro-
ceeded from it.  1tis to be supposed, in charity, that
all the elaborate accounts in the family histories of the
bigotry and intolerance of Pymn, and that all the accus-
utions against him of ¢ mysterious jargon” in the reli-
gious matters of government, are not the oftspring of
deliberate falsehood. T have found it difficult¥even to
find wany of Pym’s speeches, and others may have
found it equally difficult, or at least wconvement, to
reud them. .

Now, however, once for all, before [ proceed to
resume the active course of Pym’s life, after the death
of Strafford, let mc interpose some few remarks con-
cerning this © mysterious jargon > which we have heard
so much of, from so many various guarters, in refer-
ence to the speeches of v and the popular leaders of
the day. Its utter inapplicabiliry, practically speaking,
has been proved already by these pages ; but there is a
certain question involved in the very circumstance of
the charge having having been made at all, which bears
a relation to the subject of this memoir, too important
to be passed over in silence.

““ Mysterious jargon,” being translated, means no-
thing more than a frequent recurrence of the phyase-
ology of Scripture ; and to this, in a certain kind and
degree, Pym may very proudly plead guilty. Some-
thing beyond this, however, is to be said; not in vin-
dication of the practice, for it needs none, hut in
explanation of the influences it sprang from and of the
cause of its 80 potent and universal action at this pe-
riod, 1n the atmosphere of life and thought. This is

o 9
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never sufficiently kept in view. Every one can think
himself privileged to laugh at the too exclusive search
after parallelism in the deeds of the Hebrew worthies,
indulged Ly the people generally in Pym’s days ; but
very few have thought it worth while to go sufficiently
back to understand the original idea, or movement of the
mind, of which these are the vestiges only. The
mighty sound is gone — by the mere echo, thunder
itself seems no perilous matter.

Revert, however, to the very beginning. It is not
my province or intention here to explain, or reason on,
but sinply to state, the fact; that the fountain of in-
flucnce, of the great influence in this world, has been the
Bible — that book whose first words ! announce what
philosophers have at length agreed to be the one and
ouly truth we are capable of demonstrating, and which
one truth scems a fit object, enough to employ, and
destined to employ, lie. . In the next place, that book
is the history of a certain race; it is mcant to be the
type of a nation.  'The nature of the institutions it 1e-
cords is not within my present province to discuss ;
suffice it to say, that wheuever the general intellect of
man has grown tgo large for its mstitutions, or its ty-
rannies of habit and custom, it has gone instinctively
back to those records to renew its strength, and to take
a new course by their direction—as the enfeebled or
restless man of civilisation might compare himself from
time to time with Plato’s original type of man, to ascer-
tain his precise situation. Afterwards Christ came to
* fulfil the law;"” in other words, to give this type anew
in all its freshness.  Then the crusades followed ; the
refarmation ; the emancipation of mind, and modern
freedom of thought ;—all of which are to be held, in an
inquiry of this kind, as recurrences to the one grand
type. The graceful arts, meanwhile, constituted as they
are to benefit men, must of course rise or fall with his
dignity ; and hence a simultaneous influence on these
arts has been the effect of these recurrences. This is

b IN TUR BEGINNING, GOD CREATEBD THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH.
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not the place to pursue the inquiry in detail; but lct
the scholar, at his leisure, glance at the progress from
Dante through all the changes till Milton —from Giotto
and Ghiberti to Michael Aungelo, and down again to
Poussin ; — or advance from the most timid Palestrina
and Pergolesi, to the pure and magnificent Hcbraisin of
Handel.

Keeping all this in view,— the nature of the epoch
we are considering, and the position of the men, will
explain the rest.  An attempt appeared to be in pro-
gress to chech the impulses of the reformation, when
terrible energies sprang from the rebound, and embodied
themselves in the Eliots, the Pyms, the Iampdens, and
the Vanes; and new passions and emotions were scat-
tered abroad among the people, under the formm of the
great original type of power and expression, to check
the threatened retreat into bigoted faith and slavish
ohedience. It is not difficult to follow up to the result.
Imagine the great public mind overlaid and opposed by
a dissolute and artificial court, consecrated and made
plausible in its pretences by a literature growing out of,
and adapted to, the most servile court in the world
(that of Augustus); —sec all thoughts expressing them-
<elves in that literature ; testing themselves, their worth,
their approvedness, by it only, and yamning only in
such a channel; —and then imagine that mind recurring,
in unison with the laws I have mentioned, to the old
type — bursting forth into the primaval liberty —
plunging itself suddenly back amoug the rich treasures
of thought and fecling, disclosed in the translation of
the Bible, — the ancient manners revealed ! the lessons
of the inspired teachers taught again! the days when
all were equal contrasted, to the people, with their own !
or when, in the midst of the petty kings of Moab and
Edom, the free people of Israel, without a king, lived
majestically!—imagine all this,and nothing will be want-
ing to explain the source of the wildest fancies of the
time, or the origin of the form which many of the
thoughts of the greatest writers and orators assumed

o3
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There will be an opportunity of pursuing this into all its
relations, when treating of the life and works of Vane.
Meanwhile Pym restrained the tendency, while he guided
it no less, up to the hour of his death. In himself, in
Eliot, and in Hampden, we see the grand develop-
ment of one of those recurrences to the first idea or type;
—the beginning of that movement of mind, of that stride
in the progress of man, which had its subsequent con-
sumimation in the intellect of Vane. Pym was Vane's
first frjend ; he was his teacher, so to speak ; he intro-
duced him into public life.!

Every accession, if the term may be used, of ori-
ginahty of thought, brings with it necessarily an ac-
cession of a certain originality of style. The one is
progressive as the other, with obvious limits and re-
strictions. 'The thoughts of Pywin’s days, assimilating
themsclves in the grandness of a common object, to the
first and intensest ideas of the world, clung also round
the simple and sublime language of the earliest ages,
and indeed sought and struggled not to be disconnecterl
from the very words last used when God was before his
people in the cloud and the flame.  But, apart from this
natural consequence, where can be found such an oratorical
text-book as the Bible ?  Not, assuredly} in Greece or
Rome! DPym availed himself of it with a most ad-
mirable taste, no less than the profoundest political
purpose.  Nothing, indecd, throughout this great man’s
life is more observable, than that in which it has been
most grossly misundeistood — his invariable trcatment
of religion as an clement of political government. Let
it always be recollected that, to him, a true political
goverument was religion. IHis was that great capacity
in which bad government and good faith, or good
government and bigoted faith, could not co-exist. To
be free in thought and in act ; to secure responsibility
in government, and security in the public liberties; was,
with him, to set up the true religion in its purity. It
was with Pym the practice first began, in these days, of

1 Straftord Papers, vol. i,
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prosecuting the public measures on the Sdbbath itself
in certain crises!; and no doubt with a view to its
profound result on the minds of the people, that, in
thus using the very day they were most urgent to free
from the desecration of the court, they made, as it were,
their business Heaven's own; and “standing in the
great hand of God,” had become once again his minis-
ters, .

All this it was which produced Milton also ; whose
life and works are a deliberate looking forth into the
world and into paradise, and a final choice of the' latter,
His thoughts ever aspired upwards and upwards to the
Hebrew theocracy, beyond ““insolent Greece and haughty
Rome,” and “ all that they have left us” In his
Paradise Regained, indeed, he has chosen to condense
the whole argument in one glorious and triumphant
passage.  After biinging forward — irresistibly, to all
antagonists but onc, and that onc, himself — the position
that

Al knowledge 18 not couch’din Moses' law,

T'he Pentatench, or what the prophets wrote

The Gentiles also know, and write, and teach

‘1o admiration, el by nature’s hght,

And with the Gentites much thon must converse —

— after going to the very heart of the argument, and
fortfying it by an eulogium on Athens which makes
cven the greatest work of Sophocles, written professedly
to flatter Colonus, his native dpuoc, wholly tame in
the comparison, — he  calmly and for ever sets the
question at rest in that magnificent reply of the Saviour,
the conclusion of which is indeed the true “ device ™ of
the Pyms and Vanes.

Their Orators thou then extoll’st, as those
The top of eloquence, Statists indeed,

And lovers of their country, as may scem
But herein to our Proruess far beneath,

As men divinely taught, and better teaching
T'he sohd rules of eivil government,

In their majestic unaffected style,
"Lhan all the oratory of Greece and Rome.

In them 14 plainest taught, and easiest learnt,
‘What makes a nation happy, and kecps it so!

' He dud this on the occasion of the discovery of Waller's plot, as will be
seen shortly. .
o 4
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After the desth of Strafford, public affairs advanced to
eriste hpidly.” The gradual disclosures made under
X . s . b
& comrittee appointed to investigate the recent aml
. . - . . . . A\
sti)l eqptinuing conspiracies against the parliamént.gnd
) . . oy .
people, served to keep the public mind excitéd” and-
s e . » e -~ .
vigilant ; special measures were taken for the security .
+
of Portsmouth ; the queen’s confessor and other. Roman'
catholic attendants were dismissed ; and her mother,
Mary de Medici, who had sought shelter in England
from the power of Richelicu, was requested (“the
. . . . . »
rather, for the quicting of the jealousies in the hearts
of his majesty’s well-affeeted subjects, occasioned by
some ill instruments about the queen’s person”) to leave
the kingdom. Upon this, Henrietta herself expressed
a wish and an intention to leave England, her health
requiring her, she said, to take the waters of Spa.
That this was not her rcal purpose, however, was more
than suspected by the popular leaders; and Pym con-
ducted certain negotiations on the subject which ended
in her majesty’s declining the journcy. It was supposed,
and subsequently rendered alimost certain, that Hen-.
rietta's motive was to have sought foreign aid against the
parliament.!

Bills had passed, meanwhile, for the abolition of the
court of star chamber, the high commis<ion, the court
of York, the court of the Welsh marches; and other
hornble engines of the administration of Strafford and

1 See Rushworth, vol v p 349, 330 ; and Parhamentary History  The
message of the cominons after her mesty's comphance with tl en request,
and her answer, are charactenistic ** 'hat because we understand, by sir
‘Theodore Maytrne, that the chiet cause of her majesty's saichness ind dise
tewpers proceed trom some discontent of her mmd, the house of commons
have thought good te declare, ¢ that it any thing within the power of par-
hament iy give her majesty contentinent, they are so tender ot her
health, both in due respect to his most exccllent majesty and hersclf, that
they will be ready to turther her satistaction i all things, so tar as may
stand with that pubhic duty to which they are obhiged ' Anawer  “Igne
many thinhs to both houses of parhament, tor their great care of my
health, and their affction to me, hoping 1 shall see the effect of it I'rulv,
nothing but my health could have made me to resolve of this Journey;
and, if 1 thought 1 «ould serve the hing and this hingdom with the hazard
of my hfe, I would do it. And I hope vou will believe that I have so much
interest in the good of this hingdom, that 1 shall never wish any thing to
the prejudice of it.  You will pardon the imperfectness ot my Evghsh, |

had vather spoken 1n any other langunge,; but I thought this would be most
acceptable.”
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[ 2]
Lavid ; apd a subsidy bill was sent with ‘th‘ef%lto‘tke
king to receive thé royal assent. The subsidy Bij} ‘re-
edived it at once, while no notice was taken @i the
others.  Charles still madly clung to his old eccléMasti-
cal government, and could not, without heavy pang$
.surrender the terrors of the star-chamber.  But it fared
with this, as with every thing else.  'While murmurs
were not distantly heard throughout the city, and
while the commons were in hard and secret debate with
.clored doors, — the monarch, suddenly alarmed, hur-
ried down to the house.of lords, and summoning the
commons, and rebuking them for their distrust, gave his
assent to both the bills, It was the sad misfortune of
this prince to banish every semblance of grace from his
coneessions.  In cach and all he never failed to leave a
drop of bitterness that was enough to poison the whole.
His conduct on the present occasion, betiaying what his
hope and his will still was, had the effect of driving in
the current against church government and the prelacy
more strongly and violently than ever.  The “ root and
*hranch ™ petition was revived in the house of comnons,
The rise and present influence of the republican
party in that house, will he deseribad in the life of
Vane. It is ouly necessary to ticat of these rehgious
quertions, in which they now especially busicd them
selves, in so far as they strikingly illustrate the political
course of Pym, which was, in reality, as decided here,
as it was in every other dispute where good government
Jay on one side and tyranny on the other. It might
serve Clarendon’s purpose to secure the authoity of
Pym in favour of his darling cpiscopacy ; but why
have mdlern writers, without his cause to sustain,
adopted his errors and misrepresentations ? 1

! Lord Nugent says, in bis Memorials of Ifampden, that “ Pym was but
a famt supporter of the hill to restrain the hshops from voting , aud that,
on the turther measures for abolishing episcopacy, he was openly opposcd
to Hampden, Vane, Fiennes,” &c¢  “This, as will be shown prewcutly, isan
utterly groundless assertion, 10 80 far as the exintence of epcopacy wds (ver
brought 1n question Mr former reterence to this subject (p 15%) wasn
relation to the opinions held by Py on the eccless stical constitution of
Englany, a» ¢ human mstitution,
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«A voe. passed to the effect that the bishops should
not sij in perliament, and the grounds of the vote were
eothfhithicatel in a conference to the lords. Their
lordsliips at once resolved the contrary of this vote ; not
i‘:‘ much love for the bishops, but with no little alarm
for themselves. The commons, on this, lost no time
in changing their resolution to a bill, which disabled the
bishops and clergy from temporal functions. On the
third reading, in the upper house!, the bishops’ votes
were restored, and the comnmons, after two conferences,
refused to receive the ‘“amended ” bill. A memorable
result followed. A bolder measure was projected ; and
a bill for the utter abolishing and taking away of arch-
bishops, bishops, deaus, archdeacons, and their officers,
out of the church of England, was drawn up by Saint
John, and at once introduced. It was read twice on
the day of its introduction?, and went into committee
on the 11th of June, fifteen days after.

Now mark what Clarendon says on this subject.
After observing that on its first introduction ‘“ the re-
jecting it was earnestly urged by very many,” and re-
peating some of the remarks to this cffect, the *“his-
torian” thus proceeds : — *“ The bill was at last read, and
no question being to be put upon the first reading,
was leid by, and not called upon in a long time after.?
When every body expected that nothing should be men-
tioued in the house but the dispatch of the tieaty of the
pacification, they called in a morning “ for the bill’ (that
had so long before been brought in by sir Edward
Dering +) * for the extirpation of episcopacy,” and gave

1 On this, as on every other matter cannected with this bil® Clarendon
15 guilty of the most wiltul, or the most grossly waccurate, error,  fle says

on this, that *“ the lords could not he prevailed with so wach as to commut
the bl but at the second reading utterly cast it out.”

4 See Journals of May, Indl, and an adnurabje remark in Godwin's
History of the Commonwealth, vol 1 p. 61,

3 Vol p 418

4 The onlv just remark 1 can find in Clarendon about the whale of this
matter, relates to this weak and silly gentleman, to whase hands the i
was 1injudiciously committed, and who will be heard of soon 1n a very dif.
ferent character. Clarendon ohserves, that the popular party * prevailed
with sir Edward Dering, a man very opposite to all theie designs (but a
man of levity and vamty, easily Hattered by being ded), to pre-
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it a second reading ; and resolved ‘that it should be
committed to a cowmmittee of the house, and that it
should be proceeded upon the next morning.” 1t was a
very long debate the next morning, after the speaker
had left the chair, who should be in the chair for the
committee ; they who wished well to the bill having
resolved to put Mr. Hyde into the chair, that he might
not give them trouble by frequent speaking, and so too
much obstruet the expediting the bill.” In conclusion
Mr. Hyde was commanded to the chair ; they who were
enemies to the bill being divided in opinion ; many be-
lieving that he would obstruct the bill more in that place
than if he remained at liberty, and they found it to be
true. . . The chairman perplexed them verymuch ! ; for
besides that at the end of his report every day to the
house, before the house put the question for the con-
currence in the votes, he always enlarged himself against
every one of them, and so spent them muceh time ; when
they were in the heat and passion of the debate, ke often
ensnared them in a question 2 ;—so that when he reported
to the house the work of the day, ke did frequently report
two or three votes directly contrary to each other. . . After
near twenty days spent in that manner, they found
themselves very little advanced towards a conclusion,
and that they must review all that they had done ; and
the hing being resolved to begin his journey for Scot-
land, they were forced to discontinue therr beloved bill,
and let it rest.”” !

Such and so despicable is the self-sketched character
of the loyal and religious Clarendon ! Setting aside his
plain falschoods in these memorable extracts, what mean
and pitiful pettifogger of the law would not feel shame
to be set down as a party to the tricks which are here

sent it to the house; which he did from the gallery, with the two verses in
Ovid, the apphestion whereof was his greatest motive .
* Cundta prius tentanda, sed uninedicabnle vulnus
Ense recrdendum cst, ne pars simcera trabatur * - Vol i p 416,

} These words are introduced for the first ttme in the recent Oxford
cdition

1 Thesc also are yestored for the first time.

3 Vol 1. p. 484
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unblushingly, and indeed with a self-satisfied chuckle,
described ! And what is the worth of the testimony of
such a writer on any disputed matter ? not to speak of
the present, wherein he lent himself to such despicable
meanness.

Another cxtract, from Clarendon’s own life, completes
the picture he has left of himself at this period.” ¢ When
Mr. Hyde sat in the chair, in the grand committee of
the house for the extirpation of episcopacy, all that
party made great court to him, and the house heeping
those disorderly hours, and seldom rising till after four
of the clock in the afternoon, they frequently importuned
him to dine with them at Mr. Pyn's lodgings, which
was at sir Richard Manly’s house, in a little court behind
Westminster Hall, where he and Mr. Hampden, sir A.
Hazlerigg, and two or three more, upon « stock kept «
table, where they transacted much business, and invited
thither those of whose conversation they had any hope.”
Except in the lively illustration it affords of the party
system of the time, this statement is quite as little worth
credit as the others, and indeed carries internal evidence
of misrepresentation.  The same writer, in his history,
could say that Pym took no interest in the progress of
the anti-episcopacy measure !  The truth was, that if
he was interested in anything more than that at this
particular time, it was in the evident trimming and
shufiling of “ Mr., Hyde” himself.

Meanwhile, before turning to consider the latter, let
me exhibit the feeling of Pym respecting these questions
in an unequivocal shape. When, for various reasons,
this church bill was temporarily suspended, Pym was
the author of a very resolute and decisive measure.
Some months before, in the midst of all the threatening
aspects of the time, the bishops had exhibited their
gross love of tyranny, and their still grosser folly, in
enacting a serics of canons in convocation, which im-
posed oaths, introduced innovations, and set aside the
laws of the land. Pym now pointed out the propriety
of impeaching the thirteen prelates who had been most
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active in framing the canons. I will extract the result
of this motion from its place in the journals.

“* Mr. Pym declared from the house of commons, that
there is nothing of greater importance to the safety and
good of the kingdom, than that this high court of par-
liament, which is the fountain of justicg and govern-
ment, should be kept pure and uncorrupted free from
partiality and bye respects. This will not only add
lustre and reputation, but strength and authority, to all
‘our actions. Herein, he said, your lordships arc specially
interested, as you are a third estate by inheritance and
birthright ; so the commons are publicly interested by
representation of the whole body of the commons of
this kingdom, whose lives, fortuncs, and liberties, are
deposited under the custody and trust of the parliament.

“ He said, the commons have commanded him and
his colleague, Mr. Solicitor General, to present to your
lordships two propositions, which they thought very
neeessary to be observed and put in execution at this
time. First, that the thirteen bishops, which stand
accused before your lordships for making the late pre-
tended canons and constitutions, may be exeluded from
their votes in parliament.  Secondly, that all the bishops
may be suspended from their votes npon that bill, entitled,
An Act to disable all Persons in Holy Orders to exercise
any Jurisdiction or Authority Temporal.

*“ The first of these was committed to his charge, and
he said he would support it with three reasons: —
First. That the thirteen bishops have broken that trust
to which every member of parliament is obliged ; which
trust is to maintain, 1. The prerogative of the king.—
2. The privilege of parliaments. — 3. T'he property of
the subject. — 4. The peace of the kingdom. These
weie the jewels, he said, that are deposed under the
trust of parliament ; and this trust thesc prelates had
broken, not by one transient act, but by setting up ca-
nons in nature of laws to bind the kingdom for ever.

“ That the canons are of this nature, appearcd by the
votes of both houses ; and that they were all partics to
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the making thereof, appeared by the acts of that synod.
The book itself the commons cannot tender to your
lordships, because they sent for it, but he that hath the
book in custody was out of town ; but a member of their
own house, upon view of it, is ready to depose, that
their names were entered among those that did subscribe
to it, '

“ Wherefore the house of commons desire your lord-
ships, in the first place, to consider, whether they that
take to themselves a legislative power, destructive to par-
liaments, be fit to cxercise that power of making laws,
lwhich only helongs to the parliament.

¢ Secondly. Whether it be safe for the commonwealth,
that they should be trusted with making laws, who, as
much as in them lay, have endeavoured to deprive the
subject of those good laws which are already made.

¢ A third reason is this, — T'hat they stand accused of
crimes very heinous ; that is, of =edition, and of sub-
version of the laws of the kingdom. This will easily
appear in the nature of the canons themselves, as also
by the votes to which your lordships and the commons
have already agreed.  Standing so accused, is it fit that
they should have the exercise of so great a thing as the
continuing of their votes and places in parliament ?*

And, though it occurred some few months after
this time, I will here present also Pym’s speech at a
conference with the lords, on delivering a charge against
lord Digby (recently raised to their lordships’ house),
since it has immediate rclation to the same question, is
sufficiently explanatory of itself, and is a still more dis-
tinct and forcible expression, than any which has vet
been given, of the grounds of Pym's opposition to the
temporal power and authority of bishops: —

* My lords, the knights, citizens, and burgesses of
the house of commons, now assembled in parliament,
have commanded me to present to your lordships this
information, which they have reccived against the right
honourable George lord Digby, of such dangerous con-
sequence, that, if not prevented, evil and troublesome



JOHN PYM. 207

events may ensue, to the great hazarding the peace of
this kingdom, and the great hinderance of the happy
proceedings of this parliament.

“ My lords, 1 humbly crave your patience to declare
to your lordships what I am commanded concerning the
said information, which is, that he, the said lord
Digby, should give forth report, upon reading the late
petition and protestation of the twelve bishops, ¢ that the
present parliament was a forced one; and that the acts,
votes, and laws that should be cuacted therein, without
the votes and assents of the hishops, are void and of
none effect, and not binding to the subject.

“ My lords, this report is of great danger to the state,
if proved against the said lord, in these three respects,
as 1, under your lordships’ favour, conceive.  First, it
is a great breach of the rights and privileges of par.
liament ; secondly, it intrencheth much on the preroga-
tive of the king, and abridges his royal power ; thirdly,
it is the first step to bring into this state an arbitrary
and tyrannical form of government.

My lords, it is a breach of the privileges of par-
liament, for these reacons. It is against the votes of
parliamentary proceedings, which ought to be reserved
and unquestionable during the free sitting thereof. It
is against the late act of parliament, in that casc made
and provided, for not adjourning or abrupt breaking up
of the same.  This act, my lords, vax freely voted by
both houses ; fieely and willingly passed Oy his majesty,
without any force or compulsory means used by any, or
private working of any of the members of either house to
induce lis magesty to do the same : nay, the act was voted
as well by the said lord as the rest of this honourable
house. This report, thercfore, of his must nceds be
against his knowledge and former free consent in passing
that act. Besides, my lords, one privilege of parliament,
and that one of the greatest, is to accuse and frecly
proceed to the punishment of delinquents that have
caused the troubles in this state, both in church and
commonwealth.  Lord Dighy’s report is against this



208 BRITISH STATESMEN. .

privilege, since it opposeth altogether our proceedings
against'the hishops, accused as the greatest delinquengs:
both in church and state. For, my lords, if the par-
Jiament is forced in the absence of the bishops, how
may then the parliament proceed lawf’ully against them?
If the bishops sit and have their votes, although delin-
quents, in parliament, how can we proceed, I beseech
you, against their votes? Then, my lords, fo ‘Yedress
the grievances of the commonwealth, is a privilege of
parligment.  This report is against this privilege. How,
I pray you, my lords, can our grievances be redressed,
when the oppressions, injustice, and vexatious troubling
of his majesty’s loyal subjects, by the bishops, may not
be called in question, nor the misdoers therein prosecuted
and punished for the same?  Lastly, my lords, under
this head, the report is against divers acts of parliament
of this kingdom, that have been made without the voice
of bishops in parliament, as is on record in the parlia-
mentary rolls.  And thus, under favour, 1 have shewn
you how this report is against the privileges of par-
liament.

¢ Next, my lords, this report intrencheth on the royal
power and prerogative of the king, and that in two
respects. It intrencheth on his royal prerogative in
making and enacting laws by parliament, it 1esting only
in his power to pass or refuse the votes of parliament.
My lords, the king of this realm has the greatest prero-
gative (to require the counsel and assistance of the whole
state upon any oceasion whatsoever when it pleaseth himn)
of any princein the world, excepttheking of France. And,
under favour, iy lords, I conceive a parliament cannot ®
be termed forced, when it is freely called, and willingly ~
continued by the king. I conceive, my lords, a forced
parliament is, when, against the free consent of a king
and his lords, and without lawful calling by writ, men
assemble themsclves, and by force of arms sit in council
and enact laws not tending to the welfare of the king-
dom. The parliament holden in the fourteenth year of
the reign of Edward II. was a forced parliament ; the
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barons coming thither with horse and arms, and com-
Pelling the king to pass what they thought proper to have
éndcted.  Morcover, my lords, this report intrencheth
on the royal poweg of the king in making of laws ; for,
as hefore B have touched, parliaments have, without
bishops, made and enacted laws, By this supposition,
my lords, that laws made without bishops are void,
bishops, Be they never so vile and disaffected to the
tranquillity and sccurity of the state, yet must have votes
in rectifving and setting in order such things as are
amiss in the same — amiss as well by their own procuring
as others; a “rectifving’ not then likely to take any
wood effect.  Nay, my lords, it is too apparent they have
heen the greatest opposers of our proceedings in this par-
Liament, and the ehicfest cause why no wmore is done.

“ 'Thirdly and lastly, my lords, this report is the first
step to bring m an arbitrary and tyrannical form of
government ;  and that, under favour, for these reasons.
Free parliaments are the securest and safest government
that ever could be found for this nation; and that in
respect of the power and  wisdom thereof. It is
upholden, defended, and preserved by the whole body
of the kingdom ; therefore powerful : the members
thereof are men clected, one out of ten thousand, by the
whole state ; therefore esteemed wise.  Then to oppose
the proceedings thereof, to deny the government thereof,
is to change the same ; and, if changed to another form
(none being so secure, so powerful, and so wise), it
must needs be arbitrary, and so tyrannical. Also, my
lords, if no laws can be binding to the subject, but such
‘as are voted and assented to by the bishops, then none
can be erpected but such as are destructive lo the state ;
their affections being altogether arverted from free
parliamentary proceedings, and their designs only ugitated
Jor the opposing the government thereof : and we cannot
but daily fear the utter confusion of the same thereby.

¢ Now, my lords, having, to my weak ability, fulfilled
the command of the house of commons, in speaking
something on this information, I am to dcsite your

VOL. 111, P
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lordships, in their name, that the said George lord
Di[';by may answer the said information, or otherwise
be proceeded against as the parliament shall think fit.”

I have remarked that Pym had already seen reason
to suspect the secession of ““ Mr. Hyde” from the popu-
lar cause. Thatecelebrated person could never have
seemed very sccure to the sagacious mind of the leader
of the party, and he had given forth no unequivocal
signs of his feeling and desires, on the already noticed
disagreement between the two houses, on the bill to
restrain bishops’ votes. Beside him, also, were a party
of weak, though probably well intentioned men, whom
his influence controlled. The danger to the cause would
obviously be great, if at this moment, and before the
bulwaiks so recently obtained for the preservation of the
public liberties had been firmly placed, such a desertion
as Hyde could efivet from the ranks of the popular
members, should be suddenly exhibited to the people.
Nothing had been more apparent througheut all the con-
cessions wrested from Charles, than that they had odly
been yielded, subject to a good occasion for reclaiming
them. Straftord could not be raised from the dead, and
therefore, only, the concession in his case had been
harder thou in the rest. With a certain samblance of o
popular ministry, backed by all the arts of Hyde, and
the pretences of half popular measures, the king had yet
the power to strike a heavy blow for the old prerogative,
Moreover, the houte of lords were not to be 1elied on ;
and, there was too much reason to fear, in various
quarters of the country, some still undiscovered sectiong
of the army-plot.  Chailes himself was evidently reco-’
vering confidence ; while, to save the bishops, the uni-
versities were moving heaven and earth,!’  The course
which was, under such circumstances, proposed by Pym,
with a view to avert these dangers, has no puallel for
vigour and capacity, no less than a most decisive bold-
ness, even in the 1ecords of his life.

Charles had warning of it before he departed for Scot-

) May’s History of the Parliament.
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land. Doctor Hacket tells us, in his life of archbishop
Williams, that “ the bishop, coming to the king, be-
sought his majesty, that for his sake he would put off
his Scotch jowney to another scason. ¢ Sir,’ says he,
‘1 would 1t were not true that I shall tell you: some
of the commaons are preparing a declaration to make the
actions of your government odious. If you gallop to
Scotland, they will post as fast, to draw up this biting
remonstrance.  Sur not till you have mitigated the
wrand contrivers with some preferments” < But is this
ercdible ¥ 7 says the kg, “Judge you of that, sir,’ says
the bishop, “ when a servant of Pyw’s (in whose mas-
ter's howse @'l this is mowlded ) came to me, to know
of me in what tetms 1 was contented to Teave mine own
case 1 the st chamber exhibited among other irregu-
Luities 2 and T had much ado to keep my name, and
what concerns me, out of these quotations ; but 1 eon-
trived that of the fulow, and a promise to do me more
service, to know all they have in contrivance, with a
few sweethreads that T ogave him out of my purse.
Yet nothing was heeded.””!

Charles’s purpose in this journey was narrowly and
Jealously watehed by the pattiots. Many and various
reasons had been publicly assigned for it, but the real
intention — the double attempts at negotiation with the
dishanded officers on the horders, with the covenanters,
an | with those who had supplied to lord Strafford the
forged letter by which RSavile strove to implicate Pym
and Hampden in treasonous purposes — all this was
k +pt carefully in the back ground.  One course remained
under these circumstances, and was at once adopted.
C nmnissivners. were deputed, nominally, to treat with
the Scots concerning the satisfaction of the treaty, but
redly to thwart and check the king's negotiation with
the covenanters, and to report upon them to the
parliament. Charles went to Scotland ; and at the same
time a commitice, openly appointed by the votes of hoth
houses, — and  consisting of lords Bedford and Howard

V ILdcket's Scr.ma Rescrata, part 0. p. 163,
» 2
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of Escricke, of Hampden, Fiennes, sir Philip Stapleton,
and sir William Armyne, — openly followed him.
Soon after his departure, the two houses, having
respectively appointed committees to sit and act during
the recess, and entrusted them with extraordinary
powers!, adjourned over from the 9th of September to
the 20th of October. Pym was appointed chairman of
the committee of the house of commons.

Ilis fame and influence at this period were un-
bounded. 1 think Mr. Pym was at this time,” says
lord Clarendon, *“ the most popular man, and the most
able to do hurt, that hath lived in anytime.” His
name was in the mouths of all, whether the residents
of palaces or of the ‘“huts where poor men lie.”” Every
nook and corner of the kingdom was pervaded with his
influence and renown ; and the fiercest hate, or the most
unbounded love, were equally his great reward, :

It is difficult to ascertain, except on the doubtful
authority of his enemies, what his private habits were
at this time. It is certain, however, that they were
not of the rigid or puritanic sort; any more than his
opinions were those of the puritans. The quaint doctor
1lacket describes him, in his peculiar style, as “ homo
ex arguli, et luto fuctus cpicurao, as Tully said of
Piso — that is, in christian English, a painted se-
pulchre, a belly-god” 2; and the royalist songs, while
they charge him in still plainer terms with having been
warmly devoted to Bacchus and Ceres, have left us to
conclude that in other matters his habits were by no
means constrained.® It is not my duty here to enlarge
on a point of this kind, which I have already perhaps
sufficiently adverted to4, nor would a mention of such
statements, drawn as they are from the political lam-
poons of the time, have been worth giving at all, were
it not that graver authorities have seemed to bear them

1 See'the instructions, Old Parl Hist. vol ix. p 5
2 Scrimia Reserata, pn;t 2 p. 150, 15 Il P 57 .

3 See some extracts n-um a ruxloun satire of the time, in appendix B,
4 Lafe of Strafford, p. 28
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out. With such authority, even fugitive ballads,
poignant with the bitterness of the hour so long passed
away, are not among the despicable materials of history ;
and to me, as illustrations of the fugitive aspects of
character, catching, as they recede for ever, the glanc-
ing poiuts of personal mauners, they have scemed most
valuable. What remains to be said rests on the au-
thority of sir Philip Warwick, a ‘“grave writer,”
though a royalist, as even Mr. Godwin admits; and
certainly a very honourable man.

The famous Lucy Percy, countess of Carlisle, now a
beautiful dowager of about forty, had been for some
vears *“ entirely devoted” to Strafford ; when, upon the
death of her favourite, she suddenly transferred her
affections to Pym ; and from this time, it is certain —
the countiss still preserving appearances at court — the
interior of Whitehall was always better known to the
patriot, than that of the house of commons to the king.

. The character of such 2 woman nceds some explan-
ation. Warburton calls her the “ Erymnisn” of her
time, but without just authority. Her passions were
certainly not extreme.  The reader who is startled at
the apparent contradictions of her life, has not read
rightly sir Toby Mathew's description of her character.!
« She is of too high a mind and dignity, not only to
seck, but almost to wish, the friendship of any creature;
they whom she is pleased to choose, are such as are of
the most eminent condition, both for power and employ-
ments; not with any design towards her own particular,
either of advantage or cur'os'ty ; but her nature values
JSortunate persons . . . She prefers the conversation of
men to that of women ; not but she can talk on the
fashions with her female friends, but she is too soon
sensible that she can set them as she wills; that pre-
eminence shortens all equality. She converses with
those who are most distinguished for their conversational
powers. . . Of love freely will she discourse ; listen to
all its faults, and mark all its power. . . She cannot

I See Mathtw's Letters, or the mm; to Fenton's edition of Waller.

3
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erself love in earnest, but she will play with love . . .
and will take a deep interest for persons of condition and
celebrity.”

What wonder, then, if, on the fall of Strafford, and
the sudden and most brilliant rise of Pym’s fame, we
find the grave sir Philip Warwick playing the part
of the scandalous chronicle, and announcing that
“ master Pym” had succeeded to the situation of the
earl of Strafford in the affections of my lady Carlisle ?1
How much of politics there may have been in Pym’s
love, or how much love in his politics, the reader must
determine.  As the fact has been stated, it is presented
to him, with a commentary, from sir Toby Mathew,
which seems to render it by no means improbable, on
the part of the lady at least. The wonder remains of
how “ master Pym” could find leisure, in the midst of
his wonderful and unwearied public labours, for such
affairs of practical gallantry as this, and others charged
upon him. For the imputation of Hacket, it may
remain as he has made it. “ Voluptuous and wise
withal,” the great patriot may have been ; and, un-
doubtedly, the portly and well-dressed person, repre-
sented in the various engravings circulated at this
periodl, as the *“ truc effigies of the burgess for Tavis-
tocke ;" the open and intelligent face, so resolute and
yet so quiet ; the long hair flung negligently back
from the lofty and deep-thoughted forehead ; the full
moustaches upon the upper lip, and the neat arrange-
ment of the peaked beard and dress below ; present al-
together such a picture as may be willingly received of
Pym, — neither inconsistent with the extraordinary in-
tellect which every onc conceded to him, nor bidding
absolute defiance to the royalist slanders.

Of Pym's movements during this short recess of
parliament, and generally before the king's return from
Scotland, I have been fortunate in obtaining somewhat

1 See sir P. Warwick's Memoirs, p. 204, ¥
3 Several may be seen in the collection at the British Museum : that by
Edward Bower 1s the best, and I allude to it in the text,
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curious intelligence (not noticed sufficiently by the his-
tories) in the correspondence of Evelyn. Sir Edward
Nicholas, who succeeded Windebanke in the office of
secretary of state, had it left to him in charge by the
king, before his departure, to furnish diligent inform-
ation of what was going on in London ; and the letters
:n which this was done, noted and answered in the
margin by Charles and posted back to the writer,
ultimately fell into Evelyn’s hands. These shall now
b: used in illustration of some striking aud disputed
historical passages, and of some certain personal
details, .

The day after the adjournment, Nicholas wrote to
Charles a long account of a consoling hope he had, that
there were decided differences to be now expected be-
tween the two houses ; upon which the king remarks,
that he is “not much sorric for it.” ! In another letter,
urder date of the 27th of September, mention is made
to Charles of a certain paper, the contents of which are
net named, but which he says the lady Carlisle had given
to"the queen, saying, ““she had it from the lord Muande-
alle.”  Taken in connection with this, the following is
very curious : ‘“ I heate,” continues Nicholas,  there
are diverse weetings at Chelsey att y© lo. Mandeville-
Louse and clsewhere, Iy Pym and others, to consult what
is best to be done at their next meeting in parlisment.”
Whereupon is this remark by the king : ‘It were not
amiss that some of my servants met lykwise to counter-
mynd their plots, to w'ch end speake w'th my wyfe, and
receive her directions.” ®

This lord Mandeville is better known by the title of
his barony, Kimbolton, in right of which he was a
about this period called up to the house of lords. He
now lived at Chelsea, and Pym had taken lodgings near

! Evclyn’s Memolrs, vol. Li. part 2. p. 18. quarto ed. 1819, In thetwo follow-
ing letters, there are some curious particulars respecting the crown jewels,
‘with wjunctions 1o l:eculhr secrecy, which are not a little sigmificant of the
king's purpo~es at this time P, 2]1—43 .

2 In a subsequent letter, Nicholas teils the king, that he had communi-
cated respecting all this with her iaajestie, bui that she * saith, that cannot
be done 1n your majestie’s absence.” Charles answers : ** | confess, not so
;el\ ;abut yet’so much us may do much good: therefore, be dihgent in it.”

. oh
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him, The meetings alluded to in the above extracts,
the presence of lady Carlisle, the temper of the king,
and His anxiety for a “plot” of his own,. and the
graphic touch with which his majesty’s note concludes,
are worth rescuing from the secret rgcords of the tite;
In none of the correspondences do Henrietta’s intrigues,
and the king's subjection !, appear more manifest, than
in this of sir Kdward Nicholas. My next extracts will
prove her distinet participation, and also that of the king,
in Goring’s army plot.

In this plot sir John Berkeley, afterwards governcr
of Exeter, and captain O’Necale, were deeply impli-
cated. *  Under date of the 29th of Septemmber, Nicholas
writes to the king : ““ Yesterday at Oatlands I under-
stood that sir Jo. Berkely and capt. ('Neale were
come over, and that they had been the day before privatdy
at Weybridge : I was bould then to deliver my opinien
to the queene, that 1 did believe, if they continued in
England, they would be arrested [by Pym]. Her
majesty seemed (when I tould it her) to appchend me
lesse, and will, I believe, take order that notwe may %
given to them of y* danger.”  In a letter of the 5th of
October, he adds :  ““I'he commons committee met, anl
had before them sir Jo. Berkeley and capt. O’Neale, who
were (as I heare) yesterday apprehended by the servant
of the serjeant att arms.”’s  llere the king remarks —
I hope some day they may repent their severitie ;” and
at the close of the letter, Nicholas having told him of
the jocund cheerfulness of Pym and his friends, Charles
subjoins, “ I believe, Lefore all be done, that they will not

1 See a curious marginal note by Charles, at p. 22.
* 3 Sce May's History.

3 Pym's own report of this affur, delivered on the reassembling of par-
llament, differs from this.  He sald:—* Next there came o me, 0 my
J tm at Chelsea, siv John Berkeley and serjeant major (’Neal; who
said they heard they were accused, and had rashly withdrawn themselves ;
but, upon better consideration, they were returned to submit to the pleasure
of the house. I thought it my duty to make some privy-counsellor ac-
quainted therewith : whereupon I went to my lord illmot with them,
who undertook they should attend the committec the next mtting; which
threy did accordingly: and in pursuance of the order and warrant of the
house for the apprehending of them, they were both attached by the
serjeant's deputy. So the house may be pleased to send for them, and to do
therein as they see cause.” Parl Hist. vol. x. p. 5.
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have such great cause of joy.”  Again:— Nicholas
having written in his next letter, *Mr. Pym reports
that the earl of Arguile is chancellor of that kindom
(Scotlandl) ; Charles affixes to the passage these sig-
nificant words: @ You may sce by this that all his
designes hit not ; and I hope, before all be done, that he
shall miss of more.”” And in the dispatch following this,
the secretary having implored the immediate return of
the king, saying, that ““if your majestic doe not hasten
to be here some dayes before ye next meeting in par-
liament, I doubt there will be few that will dare to
appearc here to oppose y* party that now swayeth ;”
Charles answered :  * Though 1 cannot return so soon
as 1 could wishe, yet T am confident that yor will finde
there was necessitie for it, and I hope that manie will
misse of their ends.”

No one, in the slightest degree acquainted with the
character of Charles, and with the peculiar intrigues he
was at this very period carrying on in Scotland, will
hesitate to attach suflicient mecaning to these covert
threats against Pym and the popular leaders. There
had never been a time in which greater danger threat-
cned the people’s cause than now ; never was there a
time—Ilooking at the daily defections within the house of
the commons, at the falling-off of the lords without, at
the rotten condition of the army, and the notorious and
well-proved perfidy of the king— wherein a greater
necessity existed for some grand appeal to the people,
not simply to save the freedom of parliament, but even
the lives of its most illustrious members ; not simply to
secure the permanence of those provisions which had
been achieved for the public liberty, but even to ward
off the substitution of a naked despotism. Pym and
Hampden acted with a perfect knowledge of these
things, then, far beyond our imperfect surmise now.

Parliament reassembled, after the recess, on the day
to which it stood adjourned, the 20th of October. In
an able and lucid statement !, Pym reported the pro«

! See Parl. Hist. vol. x. p. 1—6.
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ceedings of the committee during the recess. While
yet engaged upon this duty, new: arrived in London of
that celebrated occurrence at Edinburgh which is well
known in history by the name of the * Incident.”
Through all the mystery which yet gnwraps this affair,
one thing is not denied ; that Charles received from
Montrose his project of assassination, and, having re-
ceived it, continued Montrose in his service and con-
fidence. Montrose had indeed established a lasting
hold upon Charles’s favour, by the proposition he
coupled with his scheme of assassination — to cut off the
English leaders by the milder, but not less certain, course
of law, on evidence of a ‘ treasonable correspondence”
with the Scottish army. The king’s every thought’ now
bore upon the latter scheme: he had entered Scotland
with a view to conciliate the covenanters, in the vain
hope of effecting it in that way ; failing of this, he con-
certed with Montrose to trample upon the covenant,
only with a view to the same end. Pym, Hampden,
and the rest struck down, the world of despotism would
be once again before him, where to choose !

But with the news of the “incident,” letters from
Hampden, still in Edinburgh with the committee, were
placed in Pym’s hands. Their contents may be sur-
mised from the fact that Pym instantly proposed and
conducted a conference with the lords, ‘¢ concerning the
security of the kingdom and parliament! ;”’ denounced
again a branch conspiracy in London ; and demanded
that all the military posts of the city should be occupied
with a strong force. 'This was at once acceded to, and,
besides this, the Westminster train-bands were brought
up to guard the houses of parliament by night as well
as day.?

Secretary Nicholas, deeply alarmed, wrote to the
king, “ It is thought that this business will be declared
to be a greater plot against the kingdome and par-
liam® in Eng: #nd Scotl: than hath been discovered

1 Sec Rushworth, vol. iv p. 300.
2 Rushworth, vol, iv. p. 302,
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at all.  There have beene some well-affected par-
liament-men here with me this morning, to know
whether I had any relac’on of that business; but finding
1 had none, they seemed much troubled, as mot knowing
what to say to it To this the king answers with
cautious reserve, In a subsequent letter Nicholas men-
tions the sudden introduction of another bill for abolish~
ing the temporal functions of the bishops, accompanying
it with a remark, that ““itis said to be against ye antient
order of p’liam' to bring in a bill againe y¢ same ses-
sions that it was rejected ;”” whercupon the king eagerly
seizes this objection, and orders Nicholas to * bid his
servants make as much use of it as may be.” 1}

They did so, and were foiled by Pym. His great
object at this time was to weaken the powers of mischief
in the upper house; and finding that his impeachment
against the thirteen bishops on the ground of their
share in the rccent canons must be quashed, on some
points of informality (the lords had already admitted
their demurrer), he counselled the re-introduction of
the first bill against the bishops, as a temporary com-
promise for a great ultimate gain. I will describe the
result in Clarendon’s words, as recently restored?:
“Mr. Pym and his party found that they were so far
from having gotten credit by their angry bill against
the church for the extirpation of bishops, that they had
lost ground in the attempt ; and therefore they scemed
to decline any farther thought of such a violent proceed-
ing, and to have more moderate inclinations ; — and so,
one morning, they brought in and desired to have a bill
read for the taking away the votes of the bishops out
of the house of peers, no otherwise differing from the
former, than it was shorter. It was opposed by many,
that it should be received or read ; for it was a known
rule of the house, that a bill rejected could not be
brought again into the house during the same session,
which was an order that had never been known to be

1 Evelyn, vol ii. part 2. p. 45.
2 Oxford cd. of 1826, vo? u. p. 75, 76., note
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violated : which Mr. Pym confessed ; but said, ° that
our orders were not like the luws of the Medes and Per-
sians, not to be altered, but that they were in our own
power ; and that the receiving this bill, since it was in
our power, was very necessary, and would quiet
the minds of many, who, it may be, would be con-
tented with the passing this bill, who would otherwise
be importunate for more violent remedies ; and that
there was rcason to believe, that the lords, who had
rejected the former bill, were very sorry for it, and
would give this a better reception : and if they did not,
it would meet with the same fate the other had done,
and we should have the satisfaction of having dis-
charged our own consciences.” The content many men
had, to see the former violence declined, and more mo-
derate counsels pursued, prevailed so far, that the bill
was reccived, and read; and the same reasons, with
some subsequent actions and accidents, prevailed after-
wards for the passing it in the house of commons,
though it reccived a greater opposition than it had done
formerly.  And the lord Faulkland then concurring
with his friend Mr. Hyde in the opposing it, Mr.
Hampden ! said, that he was sorry to find a noble lord
had changed his opinion, since the time the last bill to
this purpose had passed the house ; for he then thought
it a good bill, but now he thought this an ill one. To
which the lord Faulkland presently replied, that he
had been persuaded at that time, by that worthy gentle~
man, to belicve many things, which he had since found
to be untrue ; and therefore he had changed his opinion
in many particulars, as well as to things as persons.”
Very true and candid was this, but not very startling,
since Pym and Hampden knew it well already ; and
“ Mr. Hyde” had taken good care that, by this time,
the king should know it teo. ¢ I may not forbeare to
let your matie know,” wrote sir Edward Nicholas, under
date of the 20th of October, ‘“ that the lo. Falkland,
s* Jo. Strangwishe [Strangeways], Mr. Waller, Mr. Ed.
t Hampden had returned from Scotland some few days before.
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Hyde, and Mr. Holborne Lave lately stood as cham-
pions in maintenance of your prerogative, whereof y*
mat* shall doe well ¢o take some notice (as yor matic shall
thinke best) for their encouragement”” The king an-
swered, eagerly and earnestly, ‘I command you to
doe it in my name, telling them that I will doe it myselfe
at my returne.”  From the date of this correspondence,
at least, thesec men were retained on behalf of Charles.
But Pym watched them more and meore narrowly as
the great struggle drew nigh.

News of the Irish rebellion and massacre now burst
upon London. Following so closely upon the Scottish
““ incident,” and couplud with the evidence of still more
striking cireumstances against the hing, this shocking
event increased to a fearful degree the prevailing excite-
ment.  The cold and laconic remark of Charles to sir
Edward Nicholas, respecting it, has not been noticed.
“ T hope,” he merely wrote, “ T hope this ill newes of
Ircland may hinder some of theas follies in England.”!

The * follics,” and their authors, only moved more
resolutely forward. A petition had been in agitation for
some time in the lower house, “to be presented” (I
quote sir Edward Nicholas’s description) ‘“ to yo©
mat'¢, to receave the parliament’s approbation of such
officers, councillors, &e. as yor majte shall choose, for
better prevenc'on of the great and many mischiefs that
may befall y¢ commonwealthe, by y© choice of ill coun.
cillors, officers, amb'dors, and ministers of state.” No-
thing could exceed the king's alarm at this proposed
measure, or the earnestness of his commands, that it
should by some means or other be ““stopp'd.” Hyde
and Falkland, as may naturally be supposed, with their
present prospects, opposed it bitterly, step by step ; but
Pym and Hampden actively urged it on. At last,
on the 10th of November, according to the lords’ jour-
nals, Pym appeared, at the head of the commons, in con-
ference with the upper house, and proceeded to explain
to their lordships the several steps, as they are there

1 Evelyn, part 2. vol u. p. 43,
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called, by which evil counsels had wrought such danger
to the kingdom, and demanded remedy so loudly.

“ First. 'That the dangers which come to the state
by ill counsels are the most pernicious of all others.
Since it is wusual to compare politick bodies with
natural — the natural body is in danger divers ways:
cither by outward violence, that may be foresecn or
prevented ; or clse, by less appearing maladies, such as
grow upon the body by distempers of the air,
immoderate exercise, or dict; and when the causes of
the discase are thus clear, the remedy is easily applied ;
but disvases which procecd from the inward parts or
the more noble parts, — it is a hard thing to apply a
cure to such diseascs. 11l counscls are of that nature ;
for the mischicfs that come by evil counsel corrupt the
vital parts, and overthrow the public govermment.

¢ Secondly. That there have been lately, and <till are,
ill counsels in this kingdom, and about the kigee  That
there have been lately, you wall not doubt, when the
main course of the govesnment hath been so eniployed,
as popery therchby hath been maintained, the laws
subverted, and no distinetion kept between justice and
injustice ; and that there are ill counsels stll) is
apparent by the courses taken to advance mischicvous
designs : his majesty’s wisdom and goodness kept them
from his heart, tho’ they were not kept out of his
courts, So nost principal and mischievous designs
have been practised by such as had near access unto his
majesty, tho’ not to his heait, and the apologists and
promoters of ill counsels are still preferied.”

The singular and grave caution of these distinctions,
is not the least remarkable characteristic of Pym. No
man could so thoroughly keep within the nice bounds of
parliamentary phrase, while urging the bitterest things.

¢ Thirdly. The ill counsels of this time are in their
own nature more mischievous and more dangerous than
the ill counsels of former times: former counsels have
been to please kings in their vices, from which our
King is free; and somectimes for racking of the
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prerogative. If it had gone no further, it had brought
many miseries, but not ruin and destruction. But the
ill counsels of this time are destructive to religion and
laws, by altering them both ; and therefore more mis-
chievous in their own nature than those of former times.

« Fourthly. That these ill counsels have procceded
from a spirit and inclination to popery ; and have had
a dependence on popery; andall of them tend to it.
The religion of the papists is a religion incompatible
with any other veligion ; destructive to all others, and
not enduring any thing that opposeth it. Whosoever
doth withstand their religion, if they have power, they
bring them to ruin.  There are other religions that are
not right, but not so destructive as popery ; for the prin-
ciples of popery are destructive of all states and persons
that oppose 1t.  With the progress of this mischicvous
system of evil counsel they provide connsellors, fit instru-
ments and organs, that may execute their own designs ;
and so tmn all counsels to their own ends, You find
now, in Ircland, that those designs, that have been upon
all the three kingdoms, do end in a war for the main-
tenance of popery in Ireland.  They would do the like
here if they were able ; so intent are they to turn all to
their own advantage,

““ I'ifthly. ‘I'hat unless these ill counsels be changed,
it is impossible that any assistance, aid, or advice, that
the parhament can take to reform, will he effectual 5 for
the public orders and laws are but dead, if not put in
exccution,  ‘Those that are the ministers of state put
things into action ; but if acted by evil men, and while
these counsels are on foot, we can expect no good. It is
hke a disease that turns nutritives into poison.

¢« Kixthly. 'That this is the most proper time to desire
of his majesty the alteration and change of the evil
counsellors, because the commonwealth is brought into
distemper by them, and so exhausted that we cin endure
no longer.  Another reason why we cannot admit of
them is, to shew our love and fidelity to th king in
great and extraordinary contributions and aids.  When



224 DRITISIF STATESMEN.

God doth em;?loy his servants, he doth give some promise
to rouse up their spirits ; and we have reason now to
expect the king's grace in grcat abundance. This is the
time wherein the subjects are to save the kingdom of
Ireland, with the hazard of their lives and fortunes ; and
therefore expect it from his majesty in a more large and
bountiful manner than at other times. This is a time of
great agitation and action, when other states being ready,
by preparation, to annoy us, ill and false ccunsels at home
may quickly bring us to ruin. As we have weakness at
home, so we ought to discern the actions abroad, where
great provisions are made ; and a carelessness and im-
providence herein, when our neighbours are so provided,
and have great fleets at sea, will open a way to sudden
ruin and destruction, before we can be prepared; and
therefore it is now the fittest time to move the king.

“ Scventhly and lastly. That this alteration of counsels
will bring great advantages to the king in his own designs.
In all our actions, our prayers to God should be, that his
name may be glonfied; so our petitions to his majesty
should bring honour, profit, and advantage to him, by a
discouragement to the rebels ; a great part of their con-
fidence restin;{ in the evil counsels at home, as by the
eximinations appeareth. It will be a great encourage-
ment to the king's good subjects at home, who hazard
their lives, and give aid and contribution, to have things
governed for the public good. It will make men afraid
to prefer servants to the king that are ill counsellors,
when they shall come to the examination of the par-
liament ; for many times scrvants are preferred to
princes for the advantage of foreign states. This will
put an answer into the king's mouth against all impor-
tunities, that he is to prefer none, but such as will be
approved of by parliament. Those that are honourable
and most ingenuous are aptest to be troubled in this
kind, and not to deny : therefore the king may answer,
¢ He hath promised his parliament not to admit of any,
but by advice of parliament.” This will silence them
all.  These are domestick advantages ; but it will also
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make us fitter to enter into union and treaty with ‘foreign
nations and states, and to be made partakers of the
strength and assistance of others; it will fortify us
against the desigus of foreign princes. There hath been
one common counsel at Rome and in Spain, to reduce us
to popery ; if good counsel at home, we shall be the
better prepared to preserve peace and union, and better
respect from Ireland. It will also make us fit for any
noble design abroad.”

Secretary Nicholas, after describing to the king the
effect of this grave and condensed statement, adds :—
“ Yor mat® may perceave of what cxtrcame necessitie
and importance yor mah¢’® speedy returne is, web I be-
seech yr mac by all meanes to hasten.”” Its effect in
other quarters was like to have proved of immediate
personal danger to Pym. Some few days after, he
entered the house with an open letter in his hand, and
told the speaker that he had just received a letter from
a porter at the door of the house, and that, upon the
opening of it, a covering which had come from a plague
wound ! dropped out of it, and that the letter itself con-
tained many menaces, and much railing against him.
The porter, being examined, said, * a gentleman on
horseback, in a grey coat, gave him twelve pence for
the speedy delivery of it.” ¢ Whatever the matter was,”
observes Nalson, ¢ it made a mighty noise both in the
house and out of the house, in the city and country ;
for Mr. Pym was then one of the greatest idols of the
faction. All the art imaginable was used to find out
the author of this dangerous attempt to infect Mr. Pym
with the plague, but to no purpose." In a curious
pamphlet published four days after Pym’s death, and
called ““ A short View of his Life and Actions2,” I find
a literal copy of this letter, superscribed “To my ho-
noured friend John Pym, esquire,” and in-written
thus : —¢ Master Pym, do not think that a guard of
men can protect you, if you persist in your courses and

1 The plague still ling>red in various places in ard abeut London,

2 See No 133, of Riag’s Pamphlets, Brit. Mus,

VL, IIL Q
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wicked designes. I have sent a paper messenger to
you, and if this do not touch your heart, a dagger shall,
80 soon as I am recovered of my plague. In the mean
time, you may be forborn, because no better man may
be indangered for you. Repent, traitour.” In the
same pamphlet it is said, that soon after this occurrence
a gentleman, * mistaken for Mr. Pym,” was stabbed in
Westminster Hall, by a ruffian who escaped ; so that
it is probable the amiable letter-writer kept his word !

Nor was this all. Sir Edward Nicholas, in the same
letter which details the above attempts to the king, adds,
that ““on Monday last, in ye evening, another as des-
perate and dangerous a conspiracy against Mr. Pym
was discovered by a poor zealous taylor.”” And by
other conspiracies besides these against his life !, were
the public virtues and services of this great person
acknowledged and sought to be repaid. A series of
harassing suits were commenced against him, with a
view to deprive him, if possible, of his parliamentary
privilege, till at last, so eagerly werd they followed, the
house itself thought fit to interfere, and protect him
by a special order.?

It was a vain persuasion that by such mecans as
these the spirit of Pym could be broken or subducd. Tt
rose to its dutics with greater resolvedness ; and in a
subsequent  conference with the lords, who still held
back from any thing like willing co-opration, he sud-
denly threw out a very plain, and very memorable
warning, which produced a decp impression at the time,
and had, no doubt, the practical effect its author in-
tended ; since, while it brought the divisions that now,
under the management of Hyde and his fricnds, dis-

! Clarendon alludes to them with his usual want of ingenuvtisness,
¢ Men bemg thus disquicted , and knowwng httle, and so doubting much ;
cvery day med to them to produce a new discovery, of some new treason
and plot agamst the hingdom.  One day, *a letter from bevond seas, ot
great forces prepared (o anvade England ;" another, of some attempt
upon the hite ot Mr, Pym.” Vol.ii p 24

1t was this day ordered, that Mr F'ym bemng sued for tythe wood, shall
have the priviledge of parhament,;and that Lewis Lushford and others, the
solicitor and attorney on the other side, be hereby enjoyned to forbear to
prosecute, or further to proceed in that suit, or any other that concerns the
sid Mr. Pym.™  (Nabson's Colfectsons, vol. u. p. $93)
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tracted the commons themselves, to what might be called
the extreme point of difference ; it settled also the terms
of the struggle, and the conditions of the victory, in
the great party contest now instantly impending. When
a great fight is to be fought for great results, it is better
to take up position upon an extreme ground of certain
and defined principle, than on the half covered way of
policy. Py recommended the upper house to consider
that ¢ the commons were the representative body of the
whole kingdom, while their lordships were but as
particular persons, and present in parliament in a
particular capacity.”! The trimmers shrank from his
side at this ; but the tritnmners were held of little value
by Pym and Hampden.

On the 22d of November their great measwe was pre-
sented to the house by Pym*“—their finalappeal to the na-
tion on hehalf of liberty against despotisn—the Grand
Remonstiance on the state of the kingdom. It was a
‘ severely elaborate ” 1eview of Charles’s misgovernment
in church and state, from the commencement of his
reign ; it summed up all the grievances under which
the people had suffered in language of great energy and
power ; and it pointed out the redress already achiceved,
and what sull remained to be done.  Great sccurities for
the people were yet to be struggled for ; and the patriots,
in dirccting ther present appeal emphatically to the
people, exereised a wise and just policy of enlighteniug
them, and guiding them to the future, by severe reference
and warning to the past. By other means their object
must have failed of accomplishment. They did net
sciuple to declare, frankly, ¢ that without a scasonable
care to disappoint some councils still entertained, all the
gaod acts which they had obtained were in danger of
being lost.”  And stronger and plainer than this was
* 1 Nalson's Collections, vol n p 712,

2 Clarendon’s History, vol 1. p t0b —restored text. Ilis weords, though
they convey a misrepresentation, are striking :—* On Monday, the £24 of
Novembier the hing being within two mles of Londonj, Mr P ym brought
in the remonstrance, which was read , kaving no direction to the hing, or

mention of the house of peers, dbut being a plain declaration from the house
of comnions o the people.” .
Q2
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their allusion to the lords ; that they had no hope of
settling the kingdom’s distractions, for want of a con-
currence on the part of the upper Rouse.

“ What can we the commons do,” said the words
of the remonstrance itself, ‘¢ without the conjunction
of the house of lords? And what conjurrction can we
expect there, where the bishops and recusant lords are so
numerous and prevalent, that they are able to cross and
interrupt our best endeavours for reformation? They
have alrcady hindred the proccedings of divers good bills,
passed in the commons’ house, concerning the reformation
of sundry great abuses and corruptions both in church
and state.” One passage, memoiable for its effcet upon
thie people, will illustrate the tone and purpose of the
statement of grievances. Referring to the dissolution of
the third parliament, the remonstrants proceed : — < The
privileges of parliament broken, by imprisoning divers
members of the house, detaining them close prisoners
for many months together, without the liberty of using
books, pen, ink, or paper ; denying them all the com-
forts of life, all means of preservation of health, not
permitting their wives to come unto them, even in time
of the irsickness; and, for the compleating of that cruelty,
after years spent in such miserable durance, depriving
them of the necessary means of spiritual consolation,
not suffering them to go abroad to cnjoy God's ordi-
nances, in God’s house, or God’s ministers to come to
them, to administer comfort unto them in their private
chambers; and, to keep them still in this oppresscd
condition, not admitting them to be bailed according to
law, yet vexing them with informations in inferior
courts ; sentencing and fining some of them for matters
done in parliament, and extorting the payments of those
fines from them ; enforcing others to put in security for
good behaviour, before they could be released. ‘The
imprisonment of the rest, who refused to be bound, still
continued (which might have been perpetual, if necessity
had not, the last year, brought another parliament to
relieve them), of whom one (sir John Eliot) dicd by
the cruelly and harshness of his imprisonment, which
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would admit of no relaxation, notwithstanding the im-
minent danger of his life did sufficiently appear by the
decluration of his physician ; and his release, or at
least his refreshment, was sought by many humble pe-
titions. AND HIS BLOOD STILL CRIES FOR VENGEANCE!
or repentance of those ministers of state, who at once
obstructed the course both of his majesty’s justice and
merey ! The document closed with a general petition
that the bishops should be deprived of their votes,
and that none should be entrusted with the public
affairs whom the parliament might not approve of.

A violent and Jong debate arose on its introduction,
The house had commenced its sitting at eight p’clock
in the morning; at twelve at noon the dcbate com-
menced ; at twelve at midnight the remounstrance was
carried by a majority of cleven. Hampden then openly
disclosed the purpose of the remonstrants by moving
that the remonstrance should be printed. Hyde op-
posed this with a counter motion ; denied the right of
the house of commons to print any thing without the
concurrence of the peers !, (!) and asserted for himself
the rizht of protesting against the vote of the majority.
In this he was joined by several members, and a des-
perate cffort was made to enter a formal protest of the
minority against the decision of the house.  The con-
flict of voices and of passions beeame tremendous, and
bloodshed, sir Philip Warwick says, was like to have
ensued.  “ We Lad catched at each other’s locks, and
sheathed our swords in cach other's bowels, had not the
sagacity and great calmness of Mr. Ifampden, by a short
speech, prevented it, and led us to defer our angry debate
until the next worning.”  Meanwhile, at about two
o'clock, ITampden’s motion for the printing had heen
carried; and now, at three in the morning, the house
adjourned.

Clarendon shall tell what occurred on the meeting of
the following day. It may serve to explain onc of the

"Hist. val w. p 43 The word *“nescr,” 1s replaced 1 this edition for the
substituted “ seldom.”

Q3



230 BRITISH STATESMEN.

reasons of his personal, no less than public, hatred of the
memory of Pym. “ About three of the clock, when the
house met, Mr. Pym lamented the disorder of the
night before, which, he said, might probably have en-
gaged the house in blood, and had proceeded principally
from the offering a protestation, which had been never
before offered in that house, and was a transgression
that ought to be severely eramined, that mischief might
not result hercafter from that precedent. And there-
fore proposed, that the house would the next morning
enter upon that examination ; and in the incantime,
men might recollect themselves, and they, who used to
take notes, might perusc their memorials ; that the per-
sons who were the chief causers of the disorder might
he named, and defend themsclves the best they could’;’
and with this resolution the house rose ; the vexation
of the night before heing very visible in the looks and
countenance of many.” !

. During this stormy and eventful scene the king was on
his way from Scotland. He arrived on the 25th of
November, “brooding in seeret over his purposed ven-
geance on the popular leaders.”?  His first act was to
reward the deserters from the people.  He made Falk-
land sceretary, and Colepepper chancellor of the exche-
quer, while Hyde proposed to waive office for himself
at present, on the ground that ‘¢ his serviees would be
more useful without it,” or, in other words, that he had
not yet lost the hope of sceretly betraying the cause.
Charles’s next step was to remove the guards, which,
since the Scoteh incident and the Trish rebellion, had
protected both houses.  The commons strongly ob-
Jjeeted, and the king answered that his presence was a
sufficient protection !

On the Ist of December the grand remonstrance was
presented to him at Hampton court. He cvaded an
immediate answer, and promised to send one. The
commons at once published the remonstrance, ¢ con-

1 History, vol 1. p 45, 46.
2 Ihstory fromn Macintosh, vol v p. 283
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trary,” says Whitelocke!, ‘ to the king’s desire, and
before his answer made to it.”” In a few days, how-
ever, an answer, secretly drawn up by Hyde?, was
made public in the name of Charles. Every thing was
rushing to a erisis.

A bill now depended in the lower house for raising
soldiers by impressment.  Charles suddenly intimated
that he should pass it only with an express saving of
his prerogative, and added, that he was ¢ little behold-
ing to him, whoever at this time began this dispute.”
Pym at once proceeded to the house of lords, at the
head of a conference, and proposed the following reso-
lutions : —*¢ It is our opinion, that the privileges of
parliament are hroken, 1. By his majesty’s taking no-
tice of the bill for pressing, it being in agitation in both
houses, and not agreed on. 2. In that his majesty
should propound a limitation and provisional clause to
be added to the bill, before it was presented to him by
the consent of both houses. 3. In that his majesty did
express his displeasure against some persons, for matters
moved or debated in parliament, during the debate and
preparation of that bill. 1. That a declaratory pro-
testation be entered into, by both houses, for the claim
of these privileges and liberties ; and that a petitionary
remonstrance be drawn up and presented to his majesty,
about them.” A ¢ humble petition” was immediately
presented, embodying the stern request, that < he (the
king) should take notice that the privilege of parliament
was broken, and to desire him that it may not be done so
any more hereafter.” Charles made an ““ample apology.”

The remonstrance meauwhile was doing its work
among the people, anid the popular discontents against
the bishops were loudly heard.?  Upon this Williams,
“ Mcemonals, p 48

2 Convult the restored test of the Thetory,

Y Clarcndon says, that the temporal peers had hecome equally objeets of
popular adinm Amd he proceeds to sav, but without any authority of the
veports or journals to bear hinn out, * Hercupon the lords sent to the
house ot coinmons, and many memhers ot that house complamed, * that
they could not come with safety to the house ; and that some of them had

Leen assaulted, and vervall entreated, by those that (rowded about that
door® But this conference could not be procured , the debate being still

Q 4
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who had recently made his peace with Charles, and
succeeded to the archbishopric ot York, commifted thas
act, which, considered as a rashness, was suth a strangé.
departure from his character ; but, viewed as a first
step to the king's cherished purpose of revoking all that
had been done in the past year, on the ground that the
patliament had not been free, was 1n perfect keeping
with the huge intrigue of his life. He drew up a de-
claration, and prevailed with eleven other prelates to
join hum in it, to the effect that the bishops could no
longer, without danger to their lives, attend their duty
in parthament, and that they therefore protested against
the validity of any votes or resolutions of the house of
lords during their absence. 'This was delivered by the
lord keeper, and heard with extreme resentment.  The
lords treated it as a breach of privilcge, and commumni-
cated with the commons ; when the latter, after a de-
bate with closed doors, impeachcd the twelve bishops of
tigh treason.  On the 30th of Dcumlxr they ap-
péared as culprits on thaun hnees at the bar of the upper
house. Ten were committed to the tower, and two, on
the score of age and. infirmity, to the usha of the blaci
rods
Thus closed 1641, the most eventful year of the
Eoghsh lustory, and upon the first day of 161.2 blood
was sed. A dissolute royahist officer diew his sword at
Westminster, and, mventing 8 term which atterwards
becathe very famous, thieatened death to “ the round-
Yeads who bawled agamst the hishops.”  Colonel Luns-
ford, too, who had been appomted to the tower by
* Charles, in defiance of the wishes of the commons, drew
his sword upon the populace ; several of his friends
followed s example ; and some of the citizens were
wounded, while one, sir Richard Wiseman, was hilled.

. 4 e e e -

it oft to some other ime, atter sevcral speeches had been made in justi

}Cition of them ind commendation of their affections  somc Saying,
¢ they must not discourage their triends, this being 4 time they must mahe
we f:,f all friends, Mr Pvin himselt saving, * God torbud the house ot
Lo ns should procecd, in any way, to dishcarten people to obtan tnelr
ustd@ures 1p such a way * " Hustory ot the Rebellion, vol &t p. &
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- The next scene took place in the house of commons.
.The question of a guard was again debated, with halberts
in the house for their defence. Pym had presented to
the lords the following condensed and most significant
statement of reasons for the protection claimed.  The
great number of disorderly, suspicious, and desperate
persons, especially of the Irish nation, lurking in ob.
scure allies and victualling-houses, in the suburbs, and
other places near London and Westminster.  The
Jjealousy conceived upon discovery of the design in Scot-
land, for the surprising of the persons of divers nobility
and members of the parliament there ; which had been
spoken of here, some few days before it broke out, not
without some whispering intimatwon, that the like was
intended ugainst divers persons of both houses ; which
found the more credit, by reason of the former attemnpts
of bringing up the army, to disturb and inforce this
parliament.  The conspiracy in Ircland, managed with
so much seerecy, that, but for the happy discovery at
Dublin, 1t hait been executed in all parts of the kinge
dom, upon one and the same day, or sooneafter ;+and
that some of the chicf conspirators did profess, that the
lihe course was intended in Lngland and Seoflapd o
which bemyg found m some degree true in §eotland,
seemed the more probable to be likewise designed for
England.  Divers advertisements beyond the sea, which
came over about the sane time, < ‘T'hat there should be a
great alteration of religion in England in a few days ;
and that the ueeks of both the parliaments should -be,
broken.”  Pivers examinations of dangerous speeches
of some of the popish and discontented party in this
kingdom.  The secret meetings and consultations of
the papists, in several parts: their frequent devotions;,
for the prosperity of some great design in hand. These
several considerations do move the parliaingnt to desire a
guard ; which for the most part should be under the
command of the carl of Essex: and they do conceive
that there is just causc to apprehend, that there is Some
wicked and mischievous practice, to interrupt the peaced
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able proceedings of the parliament, still in hand: for
preventing whereof, it is fit the guard should be con-
tinued under the same command, or such other as they
should choose: but, to have it under the command
of any other, not chosen by themselves, they can by
no means consent to ; and will rather run any hazard,
than admit of a precedent so dangerous, both to this
and future parliaments. And they humbly leave it to
his majesty, to consider, whether it will not be fit, to
suffer his high court of parliament to enjoy that
privilege of providing for their own safety, which was
never denied other inferior courts: and that he will
be pleased graciously to believe, that they cannot think
themselves safe under any guard, of which they shall
not be assured, that it will be as faithful in defending
his majesty’s safety as their own ; whereof they shall
always be more careful than of their own.”  And now
Pym rose to add additional reasons, drawn from the
recent practices and menaces of the English ¢“ ma-
lignant party.”

The howse of commons was still in dehate — the
3d of January, 1642 — when Herbert, the attorney
gencral, appeared at the clerks’ table of the house of
lords, and said, that “ the king had commanded him
to tell their lordships that great and treasonable designs
and practices against him and the state had come to his
majestie’s knowledge ; for which the king had given him
command to accuse, and he did aceuse, the lord Kim-
bolton, Mr. Pym, Mr. ITampden, Mr. ollis, sir Arthur
Hazelrigge,~and Mr. Strode, of high treason.” e then
read the articles, which sufficiently indicate how the blow
would have been followed up, in case it had succeeded
thus far,

They were couched in these words : — ¢ First. That
they have traitorously endeavoured to subvert the funda-
mental laws and government of this kingdom, and de-
prive the Kking of his regal power, and place in the
subjects an arbitrary and tyrannical power. Second.
That they have traitorously endeavoured, by many foul
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aspersions upon his majesty and his government, to
alienate the affections of his people, and to make his
majesty odious to them. Third. That they have en-
deavoured to draw his majesty’s late army to dis-
obedience to his majesty’s commands, and to side
with them in their traiterous designs. Fourth. That
they have traiterously invited and encouraged a foreign
power to invade his majesty’s kingdom of England.
Fifth. That they have traiterously endeavoured to sub-
vert the rights and very being of parliaments. Sixth.
That for the completing of their dangerous projects
they have endeavoured, as far as in them lay, by force
and terror, to compel the parliament tg join with them
in their traitorous designs ; and to that end, have actually
raised and countenanced tumults against the king and
parliament.  Seventh. That they have traitorously con-
spired to levy, and actually have levied, war against the
king.” Herbert added a desire on the part of his
majesty, « First. That a select committee, under a com-
mand of sccrecy, may be appointed to take the ex-
amination of such witnesses as the hing will produce in
this business, as formerly hath been done in cases of
like nature, according to the justice of this hnuge,
Second. Liberty to add and alter if there should he cause.
Third. That their lordships would take care for the
securing of the persons, as in justice there should be
cause.”

Had this monstrous attempt of tyranny ended here,
it would have stood a lasting cvidence of the perfidy
and folly of the king. The oldest rights of the subject
were insolently violated by it. The attorney general
had not a shadow of right to impeach Pym or IHamp-
den, any more than the house of lords had the right
to try them.  The only mode of legal trial, upon such
a suit preferred by the king, was by a petty jury on a
bill found by a grand jury. But thus far we have only
seen the beginning of the end!

The lower house were told of the attempt against
them by a message from the lords; and in the same
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moment heard that persons were sealing up the trunks,
Papers, and lodgings of the accused members. They
sent the speaker’s warrant on the instant, to break the
seals and apprehend the persons by whom they were
put on; ordered at the same time that any members
upon whom similar seizures were attempted should
stand upon their defence ; and finally desired an imme-
diate conference with the lords, as parties interested no
less than themselves.

Mr. Francis, serjeant at arms, having been mean-
while admitted without his mace, delivered the follow-
ing message to the house : —*“ I am commanded by the
king’s majesty, my master, upon my allegiance, that I
should come and repair to the house of commons, where
Mr. Speaker is; and there to require of Mr. Speaker
five gentlemen, members of the house of commons, and
that these gentlemen being delivered, I am commanded
to arrest them, in his majesty’s name, of high treason.
Their names are, Mr. Pym, Mr. Hampden, Mr. Hollis,
sir A. Hazlerig, and Mr. William Strode.” The house
sent a deputation to the king in reply, saying, that the
matter was too serious to be decided without consider-
ation, but that the accused would be ready to answer
any legal charge. Pym and Hampden were present at
the moment, and the speaker, in the name of the house,
formally requested them to attend, with the other three
members, on the moruing of the following day.!

The scene must now change, carly on the morning
of the 4th of January, to the king’s apartments at
Whitehall ; for a page of the sceret history of this me-
morahle cvent has recently been opened to us.

The project of scizing the accused members in per-
son, from within the walls of the house, was, probably,
Charles’s own, but had certainly been canvassed ear-
nestly with the queen till late on the preceding night.
From a curious manuseript account, left by sir W. Coke

~ 1 Journals of the Commons. In the afternoon of the 4th, there is a me-
morandum entered, ** that all the five mewmbers, aforementioncd, did appear
1n the house, according tv yes.erday's injunction.”
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of Norfolk, to Mr. Anchetil Grey, it would then appear
that the king, apprehensive of the hazard of the attempt
that had been agreed on at night, went the next morn-
ing to the queen’s apartment, and finding Carlisle with
her majesty, he retired with the latter into her closet, and
there discoursed with her about the consequence of the
design, urged many reasons against it, and expressed a
resolution not to put it into execution ; upon which
the queen could no longer contain, but broke into these
angry and passionate words: —* Allez ! poltron ! go,
pull these rogues out by the ears, ou ne me revoyez ja=
mais!” 1 The king left the room. Madame de Motte-
ville supplies the sequel in describing the queen, while
waiting with violent impatience, rejoined by lady Car-
lisle. ‘< She was impatiently,” says that celebrated
gossip and waiting-woman, ‘¢ awaiting news from the
house ; at length, thinking that the hour was past, and
the stroke made or missed, she said to lady Carlisle,
¢ Rejoice ! for 1 hope that the king is now master in his
states, and such and such are in custody.” Lady Car-
lisle immediately sent intelligence to Mr. Pym, where it
arrived in time. The queen owned her indiscretion,
with great penitence, to her husb and,who_forgave her.”?

Pym, Hampden, and the other members, were in
their places in the house of commons very carly on the
4th of January ; and as soon as prayers were said,
Pym had risen, and addressed the speaker on the
articles of impeachment presented against him’ the
day before by the king’s attorney.  The clearness, force,
and beauty of his speech will be felt by all.  *“ What,”
we may say with Eschines, “ what if we had heard
him!”

¢ Mr. Speaker, these articles of high treason, ex-
hibited by his majesty against me, and the other
gentlemen in the accusation charged with the same

1 Sir Arthur Hazelng himeelf, in an account he gave of this affur, in
Cromwell's parhament of 1658, uses these words in part.  His account 1
loose, but fair corroborating cvidence on the whole. Sce some extracts
trom his speech i Appendix D,

4 Margure, p. 429,
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crime, are of great consequence and much damage to
the state. The articles in themselves, if proved, are,
according to the laws of the land, high treason.

“ First. 7o endeavour to subvert the fundamental
laws of the land, is, by this present parliament, in the earl
of Strafford’s cuse, adjudged high treason. Secondly, to
¢ndeavour to introduce into this kingdom an arbitrary
and tyrannical form of government, is likewise voted
high treason.  Thirdly, to raise an army to compel the
parliament to make and enact laws, without their free
votes and willing proceedings in the same, is high
treason.  Fourthly, to invite a foreign force to invade
this land, to favour our designs agitated against the king
and state, is high treason. Fiithly, to animate and
cncourage riotous assemblics and tumults about the
parliament, to compel the king to assent to votes of the
house, is trcason,  Sixthly, to cast aspersions upon his
majesty and his government, to alienate the affections
of his people, and to make his majesty odious unto them,
is treason.  Seventhly, to cendeavour to draw  his
majesty'’s army into disobedience, and to side with us in
our designs, if against the king, is treason.

I desire, Mr. Speaker, the favour of this house to
clear mysclf, concerning this charge. I shall ouly
parallel  and similize wy actions, since the sitting
of this parliament, with these articles.

¢ First, Mr. Speaker, If to vote with the parliament,

as a member of the house, wherein all our votes ought
to be free (it being one of the greatest privileges thercof
to have our dcbates, disputes, and arguments in the
same unquestionable), be to cndeavour to subvert the
fundamental laws; then I am guilty of the first
article.
+ ¢ Secondly. Ifto agree and consent with the whole
state of the kingdom, by vote, to ordain and make laws
for the good government of his majesty’s subjects, in
peace and dutiful obedience to their lawful sovereign, be
to introduce an arbitrary and tyrannical form of
government in the state ; then am I guilty of this
article.
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¢ Thirdly. If to consent, by vote with theparliament,
to raise a guard, or train’d band, to secure and defend
the persons of the members thereof, being invironed and
beset with many dangers in the absence of the king ;
and, by vote with the hopse, in willing obedience to the
royal command of his majesty, at his return, be actually
to levy arms against the king ; then am I guilty of this
article.

“ Fourthly. 1If to join with the parliament of Eng-
land, by free vote, to crave brotherly assistance from
Scotland (kingdoms both under obedicuce to one
sovereign, both his loyal subjects) to suppress the
rebellion in Ireland, which lies gasping cvery day in
danger to be lost from his majdsty’s subjection, Le to
invite and encowrage a forcign power to invade this
kingdom ; then am 1 guilty of high treason.

 [ifthly.  If to agrec with the greatest and wisest
council of state, to suppress unlawful tumults and
riotous assemblics ; to agree with the house, by vote, to
all orders, cdicts, and declarations for their repelling, be
to rarse and countenance them in their unlawful actions ;
then am I guilty of this article.

s Sixthly.  1f, by free vote, to join with the parlia-
ment in publishing of a remounstrance ; in setting forth
declarations agamst delinquents in the state®; against in-
cendiaries between  his  majesty and his kingdom ;
against 11l counsellors which labour to avert his majesty’s
affection from parliament ; against those ill-affected
bishops that have innovated our religion — oppressed
painful, learned, and godly mimsters, with vexatious
suits and molestations in their unjust courts — by cruel
sentences of pillory and cutting oft their ears — by great
fines, banishnents, and perpetual imprisenments : — if
this, Mr. Speaker, be to cast aspersions upon his majesty
and his government, and to alienate the hearts of his
loyal subjects, good protestants and well affected in
religion, from their due obedience to his royal mnajesty ;
then am I guilty also of this article.

¢ Seventhly, If to consent, by vote with the parlia-
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ment, to put forth proclamations, or to send declarations
to his majesty’s army, to animate and encourage the
same to his loyal obedience ; to give so many subsidies,
and raise so many great sums of money, willingly, for
%their keeping on foot to servg his majesty upon his
royal command, on any occasion ; to apprehend and
attack, as delinquents, such persons in the same as are
disaffected both to his sacred person, his crown and
dignity ; to his wise and great counsel of parliament ;
to the true and orthodox doctrine of the church of
England, and the true religion, grounded on the doc-
trine of Christ himself, and establisked and confirmed
by many acts of parliament in the reigns of king Henry
VIII., king Edward VI., queen Elizabeth, and king
James, of blessed memory : — if this, Mr. Speaker, be
to draw his majesty's army into disobedience, and siding
with us in our designs; then am 1 guilty of this
article.

“ Now, Mr. 8peaker, having given you a touch con-
cerning these articles ; comparing them with my actions
ever since 1 had the honour to sit in this house as a
member thereof ; I humbly crave your consideration
and favourable judgment of them, not doubting —
they being weighed in the even scales of your wisdom —
I shall be found innocent and clear from these crimes
laid to my charge.”

Nor, in the triumph of this masterly self-vindication,
did Pym forget the higher duty which then waited upon
his position as leader of the house — upon his virtue —
and on his never-quailing courage.  As the members ex-
pected him to resume his seat, he gravely and earnestly,
amid loud cheering from various quarters, added these
words : —

¢ Mr. Speaker, I humbly crave your further patience,
to speak somewhat concerning the exhibiting of this
charge ; which is to offer to your consideration these
questions, viz. First, whether to exhibit articles of
high treason by his majesty’s own hands in this house,
agrees with the rights and privileges thereof 2 Secondly,
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whether for a guard armed to come into the parliament
to accuse any of the members thereof, be not a breach
of the privilege of parliament ? Thirdly, whether any
of the members of parliament, being so accused, may
be committed upon such accusation, without the whole
consent ? - Fourthly, whether a parliament hath not
privilege to bail any member so accused ?  Fifthly
and lastly, whether, if any of the members of parlia-
men so charged, and by the house discharged, without
release from lis inajesty, may still sit in the housc as
members of the same ?

“ And thus, Mr. Speaker, I humbly crave pardon for
my presumption in so far troubling this honourable
house, dediving their favourable consideration of all my
actions ; and that 1 may have such trial as o this wise
council shall scem meet ; — chearfylly submitting myself
and actions to the righteous judgment of the same.”

T'he restof the accused members afterwards rose suc-
cessively, and refuted the alleged charges against them-
selves.  The dinner hour's adjournment then  took
place; and the house had scarcely resumed when,
between three and four o'clock, Pym reecived lady
Carlisle’s mtelligence, and at onee stated it to the house.
The tive members were requested to withdraw, to avoid
the bloodshed whieh 1t was felt would be the necessary
consequence of their remaining ; and atter some difhi-
culty they did so.  ‘TI'hen the house, having ordered Mr.
Speaker to keep his seat, with the mace lying before
him, awaited in awful silence the approach of their
strange and unwelcome visitor.!

A loud knock threw open the door; a rush as of
many armed men was heard ; and above it the voice of
Chatles, commanding “ upon their lives not to come

>

in.”2  He entered the moment after, accompanied only

! Thie «ibsequent entry on the Journals is simply this —““Jan 4,p m
The hing came nto the house of commons and took Mr Speaker’s
char

«“

sntiemen, Tan sorrv to have this occasion to come unto you, ¥ * » 0
“ Reso'ved, upon the question, that the house shall adjourn atselt till toa
morrow one of the clock ™
2 Verney's peneil notes,

VOIL. 111, R
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by his nephew, the prince palatine ; and as he advanced
up to the chair — uncovering himself, and the members
standing up uncovered — he darted a look * on the
right hand, near the bar of the house, where Mr. Pym
used to sit; but not seeing him there (knowing him
well), went up to the chair.”!  This the speaker yielded
to him, but he continued standing on the step. Again
his eye glanced round — searchihg once more for the
portly person of the popular leader. The multitude of
faces that met his own, and the sullen and awful silence
that prevailed, confused him. He spoke at last, but in
a subdued tone, and with an abruptness which made
more evident than usual the painful defect in his
cnunciation.  He assured them hastily, ¢ that no king
that cver was in England should be more careful of
their privileges; but in case of treason, he held that no
person hath a privilege.” He took * this occasion
again to confirin, that whatever he had done in favour
and for the good of his subjects he would maintain.”
Then again, *“ he called Mr. Pym by name.” > — Nonc
answered.  He asked the speaker if he was in the house.
Lenthall, inspired by the greatness of the occasion,
knecled, and desired him to excuse his answer, for “ in
this place I have neither cyes to see nor tongue to speak,
but as the house is pleased to direct me, whose servant
[ am.” ¢ The birds then are flown!” said Charles,
passionately ; aad, abruptly insisting that the accused
members must be sent to him, or ““ he must take his
own course,” left the place where he stood, ¢ pulling oft
his hat till he came to the door.”? A low and ominous
murmur of ¢ privilege! privilege !” sounded in his
ears as he retired.  His hired and tumultuous bands of
bravoes, who, while he was in the house, had been
waiting in the lobby for “ the word,” cocking their
pistols, and crying  Fall on,”* now followed him

! Rushwoith,

1 4 Verney's penail notes  Hallam, vol i, p. 172 7 Ibud.

4 The tellowing passage 1s taken from the subscquent * declaration ”’ of
the commons. * It dud fully appear, that many soldiers, papists and others,
10 the number of about 500, camne with his maj. on Tuesday the 4th instant,
to the said house of commons, armed with swards, pistols, and other
weapons , and divers of them pressed to the door of the said house, hruss
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shoutine to Whitehall; from whence he issued a
proclamation, in the course of that night, directing that
the potts shquld be stopped, and that no person should,
at his peril, venture to harbour the accused members.

During the whole of this extraordinary and unparal-
leled scene, one person only sat quiet and unmoved.
This was Rushworth, the celcbrated historical collector,
then aseistant clerk to the commons. I will here sub-
join the account which he has left, since it is remark-
able for many reasons ; and not least for containing the
very words that were spoken by Charles and Lenthall,
aud which the indefatigable clerk coolly wrote down as
they broke upon the terrible silence.  'T'he closing para-
wraph cariies us, too, a step beyond the sketeh given
above ; which is taken, it should be added, in the points
of difference or addition to Rusworth, from the peneil
notes of ~ir Ralph Verney, who was also in the house at
the time. :

“When the five accused members came this day,
after dimner, into the house, they were no sooner sat in
their places, but the house was informed by one captain
Langrish, lately an officer in arms in France, that he
came {rom among the officers and soldiers at Whitehall ;

awas the door keepers, and placed themiselves between the «<nd door and
the ordinary attendants of s 1oay holding up their swords, and some
holding up their pstols, ready cached, near the sind door, and saving, *1
am a good markeman; 1 can et right, T warrant vou ,: and they not suf-
termg the sad door, accordmg to the custom of parliament, to be shut ;
but sud, *they would have the door open, and, 1f any opposition were
aganst themn, they made no question, bur they should mahe therr party
wood , and that they would mamtam thewr party @' And, when several
members of the house of commons were coming mto the house, their at-
tendants ¢estring that room might be made for themn, some of the sd
soldiers answered, * A pox of God contound;them ,’ and others said, ¢ A
pox tike the house of commons, let them come, and be hanged , what
1 do s here with the house of commons '* And some of the smd soldiers
id hkewise violently assault, and by torce disarm, some of the attendants
and ~ervants of the members of the house of coramons, warting n the
rooms next the said house and, upon the king's return out of the sand
house, many*of them, by oaths and otherwise, cxprersed much discontent,
that ~om¢ nembers of the sad house, for whom they came, were net
there. and others of themn said, * When comes the word ** and no word
being given, at s majesty's coming out, they cnied, * Alane, a lane!”
Afterwards, some of them, being demanded, “ what they.thought;the said
company intended to have done,’ snswered, * that, questioless, i the
posture thev were set.at the word had heen given, they should have fallen
upon the house of comons *”

n2 ',
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and, understanding by them that his majesty was
coming with a guard of military men, commanders and
soldiers, to the house of cominons, he passed by them,
with some difficulty, to get to the house before them,
and sent in word how near the said officers and soldiers
were come. VWhercupon, a certain member of the
house ! having also private intimation from the countess
of Carlisle, sister to the carl of Northumberland, that
endeavours would be used this day to apprehend the five
members, the house required the five members to de-
part the house forthwith, to the end to avoid combus-
tion in the house, if the said soldiers should use vio-
lence to pull any of them out. To which command of
the house four of the said members yielded ready
obedience ; bat “Mr. Strode was obstinate, till sir Wal-
ter Earle (his antient acquaintance) pulled him out by
force ; the king being at that time cntering into the
new palace-yard, in Westminster.  And as his majesty
came through Westminster hall, the commanders, re-
formadoes, &c., that attended him, made a lane on both
sides the hall through which his majesty passed, and
came up the stairs to the house of commons, and stood
before the guard of pensioners and halberteers, who
also attended the king’s person; and the door of the
house of commons being  thrown open, his majesty en-
tered the house, and as he passed up towards the chair,
he cast his eye on the right hand, near the bar of the
house, where Mr. Pym used to =it ; but his majesty,
not seeing him there (knowing him well), went up to
the chair, and said, * By your leave, Mr. Speaker, 1
must borrow your chair alittle.” Whereupon the speaker
came out of the chair, and his majesty stepp’d up
into it.  After he had staid in the chair awhile, he cast
his eye upon the members as they stood up uncovered,
but could not discern any of the five members to be
there ; nor, indeed, were they easy to be discerned, had

! There sccwns g sort of delicacy here mmplied, as 1f the™ assistant
rk\rklmd not caré to announce publily Pym's connection with Lady
Carhsle.
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they been there, among so many bare faces all standing
up together.

“ Then his majesty made this speech. ¢ Gentlemeh,
1 am sorry for this occasion of coming unto you. Yes-
terday I sent a serjeant at arms upon a very important
occasion, to apprehend some that, by my command,
were accused of high treason ; whereunto 1 did expect
obedicence, and not a message. And I must declare unto
you here, that albeit no king that ever was in England
shall be more careful of your privileges, to maintain
them to the uttermost of his power, than I shall he;
yet vou must know that in cases of treason no person
hath a privilege.  And therefore T am come to know if
any of these persons that were accused are here.  For
1 must tell you, gentlemen, that so long as these persons
that I have accused, for no slight erime, but for treason,
arc here, T cannot expeet that this house will be in the
right way that I do heartily wish it.  "Therefore T am
come to tell you, that I must have them wheresoever 1
find them.—Well, since I see all the birds are fown,
I do expeet from you that you will send them unto me
as soon as they return hither.  But I assure you, on
the word of a king, I never did intend any foree, but
shall proceed against them in a legal and fair way,
for I never meant any other.——And now, since I see 1
cannot do what 1 came for, I think this no unfit occa-
sion to repeat what I have said formerly, that whatso-
ever I have done in favour and to the good of my
subjects, I do mean to maintain it. T will trouble vou
no wore bhut tell you, I do expect, as soon as they come
to the house, you will send them to me ; otherwise I
must take my own course to find them.’

“ When the king was looking about the house, the
speaker standing below by the chair, his majesty asked
him whether any of these persons were in the house?
whether he saw any of them? and where they were ®
To which the speaker, falling on his knee, thus an-
swered :—¢ May it please your majesty, -1 have ncither

R 3
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eyes to see nor tongue to speak in this place, but as the
house is pleased to direct mr, whose servant I am here ;
and humbly beg your majesty’s paidon that I cannot
give any other answer than this to what your majesty
is pleased to demand of me.

“ The king, having concluded his speech, went out
of the house again ; which was in great disorder, and
many members cried out aloud, so as he might hear
them, Privilege! privilege! and forthwith adjourned
till the next day at one o’clock.

*“ The sume evening his majesty sent James Max-
well, usher of the housc of peers, to the house of com-
mons, to require Mr. Rushworth, the clerk assistant,
whom his majesty had obscrved to take his speech in
characters, at tHe table in the house, to come to his
majesty ; and when Maxwell brought him to the
king, his majesty commanded him to give him a copy
of his speech in the house. Mr. Rushworth humbly
besought his majesty (hoping for an excuse) to call to
mind how Mr. Francis Nevil, a Yorkshire member of
the house of commons, was committed to the tower, for
telling his majesty what words were spoken in the house
by Mr. Henry Bellasis, son to the lord Fauconberg ; to
whom his majesty smartly replied, < I do not ask you
to tell me what was said by any member of the house,
but what I said myself: " whereuponthe 1cadily gave obe-
dience to his majesty’s command, and in his majesty’s
presence, in the room called the jewel-house, he tran-
serib’d his majesty’s speech out of his characters, his
wajesty staying in the room all the while, and then
and there presented the same to the king; which his
majesty was pleased to command to be sent speedily
to the press, and the next morning it came forth in
print.”"!

Pym, Hampden, Hollis, Hazelrig, and Stroude had
taken refuge in Coleman-street, in the city. The city. it
has been well observed, was at this timne the fastness of
public liberty, and “a place of at lcast as much import-

! Rushworth's Collections, vol. iv. p. §77, 478.
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ance as Paris during the French revolution.!” Instead of
being, as now, a huge collection of immense warchouses
and counting-houses, frequented by clerks and traders dur-
ing the day, and left almost deserted during night, it was
then ‘¢ closely inhabited by 300,000 persons, to whom
it was a place of constant residence,” and who had as
complete a civil and military organisation as if it had been
an independent republic. 'The troops they afterwards
furnished turned the tide of many an action at the open-
ing of the civil war.  The municipal offices were filled
by the mostopulent and respectablemerchants of the king-
dom, and “ the pomp of the magistracy of the capital was
second only to that which surrounded the person of the
sovercign.,”  Finally, the numbers, the intelligence, the
wealth of the citizens, the democratic form of their local
government, that had cducated them to notions of
liberty, and their vicinity to the court and to the parlia-
ment, made them *“ one of the most formidable hodies
in the kingdom.”

Into the city Charles proceeded on the following
morning, in search of the five members.  He was re-
ceived with marked signs of discontent. The multitude
cried aloud, ““ Privileges of parliament ! privileges of
parliament ! and one of them, more zealous than the
rest, Hung into the window of his carriage a papér, on
which was wnitten the famous words of the ten tribes,
when they forsook the foolish and wantonly tyrannical
Rehoboam — ¢ T'o your tents, () Israel ! Meanwhile
the houses, the purses, the pikes of the citizens, were
freely placed at the command of the commons.  They
kept themselves all mght in arms; and on the following
day all signs of business wvere suspended, the shops
closed, and the streets thronged. A committee had been
appointed to sit in the city, for investigating the out-
rage ; a deputation of the common council welcomed its
members ; several of the halls of the companies (then
formidable clans) were offered for its sittings ; guards

1 See a buthant article on lord Nugent's Memonals ot Hampden, in the
Edinburgh Review.
R 4
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were furnished in abundance ; and the sheriffs watched
over the safety of Pym and his friends, and conducted
thetn to and from the committee with every mark of
honour.
* Nor was this all. While four thousand Buckingham-
thire men rode up from their county to watch over the
safety of Hampden, an immense body of the common
people assembled to “ defend Mr. Pym.”  From a cu-
rious pamphlet, to which reference has already been
made !, T find that a petition and defence of Pym was
ou this occasion drawn up by these faithful and strong
friends, and meant for presentation to the king. Whether
it was cver so presented, 1 cannot ascertain ; but some
extracts, which have not yet found a place in any re-
cord of the time, are appropriate and interesting.
Waiving any allusion to the other members accused,
the petitioners confine themselves to the alleged guilt of
Pym. “Wee doc unanimously suppose,” they say,
¢ that your majesty hath been either misinformed, or
else suggested by some malicious persons who are ill
aftected to the said Mr. Pym; the man we have ex-
perimentally found to be a chief pillar of religion ; who,
when the pure sanctitie thercof had sunck too low into
the vault of heresie in the late turbulent times, and when
it almost languished in so disastrous a manner, was the
chiefest supporter thercof, and did alwayes study with
careful vigilancie to erect, and clevate the same.” Again,
adverting to the first aticle, “that Mr. Pym hath
traiterously endeavoured to subvert the fundamentall
lawes and government of England,” the following re-
mark is made : — “ this seemes contrary, in regard that
hee solely did alwayes oppose any man, whom hee either
found or could suspect guilty of the same crime, and
hath laboured rather to ratific and confirme the funda-
mentall lawes, than either subvert or confound the same.
For in his diurnall speeches in the parliament was
alwayes specified his reall intent, in the institution, and

1 See p 128 of the present volunre, note, *“ The commons’ petition to
the kg



JOHX PYM. . 249

not diminution or subversion of any law, which was
not detrimentall to the safety and prosperity of this
kingdome.” The allegations in the fourth and fifth
articles arc answered thus : — It is declared, that he
hath traytorously invited and incouraged a forreine
power to invade his majestic’s kingdome of England.
To this your petitioners dare boldly say, that this nefa-
rious invitation and incouragement of a forreine power
was never undertooke by him; for he hath bin very
vigilant to preserve and defend this kingdome, in as
great fortification as possibly might be, to the florishing
prosperity of this whole realme.  And, therefore, he
hath oftentimes expressed his affection towards the safety
of this nation, and of stronger forces that should be
raised, to heep out any forreine enemy or power, least
peradventure, they steale upon us vnawares. In the
fifth article he is impeached thus: — That hee hath
traytorously indeavoured to subvert the rights and very
being of parliaments.  To this wee may answer with
great facility, — HHee was the cluefe canse that this par-
liament vas assembled, and it scems very incongruous
that he should subvert the same.  Morcover, he is the
sole man that stands for the antient rights and liberties
of the parliaments, and it scemes a stupendious thing
that hece should confound the same. In this respect your
petitioners dare speak with confidence, that there was
not one man in the parhament house who did stand
more strongly for the rights of parhament than Mr. Pym
did.”

What need to pursue this subject farther? The
house of commons, having declared the king's < warlike
entrance” a gross breach of privilege, and his procla-
mation of the five members as traitors a “ false, scan-
dalous, and illegal paper,” completed their open defiance
of Charles by adjourning till the 11th of January, and
ordering the accused members on that day to attend in
their places at Westminster, and resume their public
dutics.  Charles sought to effect a compromisc ; oftered
a “free pardon ;” and said he found now ¢ good causc
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wholly to desert any prosecution ; ”— but it was too
late. The resolute determination of the commons, the
proceedings which werc afterwards taken to darc the ut-
most investigation ; and, finally, the punishment of the
king’s attorney, belong to hiscory.

The 11th of January was a brilliant day, and the
thames appeared covered with boats, and its bridges and
banks crowded with spectators. Armed vessels, and
barges manned by sailors and carrying ordnance with
matches lighted, attended the embarkation of the sheriffs,
with a portion of the city guard. Two brilliant lines of
flags and colours ranged themselves from London bridge
to Westminster hall ; and through these, Pym and
Hampden and their friends, in a vessel manned by
sailors who had volunteered their services, returned to
the seene of their dangers and glories. A further division
of the train-bhands of the city had mcanwhile marched
up the Strand, attended by vast crowds of shouting
people, for the purpose of guarding the avenues to the
house of commons; and as the patriots landed, the
enthusiastic applauses of the multitude, outringing the
clattering  discharges of ordnance, followed them in
their passage to the lobby. Pym rose immediately
after taking his old seat, and fervently thanked the citi-
zens of London,  Hampden, IToilis, Hazlerig, and
Stroude stood uncovered while Pyin spoke.  In con-
clusion the sheriffs were thanked by an unanimous vote
of the house, and orders given that a guard, sclected
from the train-bands of the city, < should attend daily
to watch over the safety of the parliament.”

Late on the night before this public triumph, the
king, his queen, and their children, left London and
procecded to Hampton Court.  When Charles returned
again, he returned a prisoner.

The crisis had now arrived, and the last appeal alone
was waited for.  Clarendon says that Pym and Hamp-
den returned to their places in parliament, altered and
fiercer men.  Fiercer they probably were; but they
were not altered.  The times had changed, not they.
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Their hopes of any intermediate reconciliation were
now for ever blasted; and it was clear that no mutual
terms could be held again until one of the partics had
thoroughly subdued the other.

"The commons pursued their measures with singular
energy.  Major-general Skippon was placed, with a
sufficient guard, over the Tower; and a memorable
order was at once issued, that lord Newport, master-
general of the ordnance, and sir John Byron, licutenant
of the Tower, should suffer no remnoval of ordnance or
ammunition © without the king’s authority signified by
both houses of parliament.”  Goring was sent to hold
Portsmouth under the same authority, and sir John
Hotham to ITull.  The king remained irresolute and
inactive meanwhile.

The commons wanted moncy beyond all things, and
now negotiated a loan with the city. The authorities, by
petition, declined Jending, except upon certain condi-
tions, which they delivered in the form of twelve specific
grievances to be at once rediessed.  These conditions
are supposed to have heen the supgestion of Pym.  The
commons instantly desired a conference with the lords
respecting this London petition, and divers others of 2
similar character from the counties of Middlesex, Essex,
and IHertford,  Pym anaged the conference, and the
specch he delivered there ic a masterpiece of cloquence ;
solid, concise, and vigorous, nervous and simple. It
may remain, with the language itself, an cverlasting
evidence of the wisdom and courage of the orator.

“ My lords, I am commanded by the knights, citizens,
and burgesscs, asseinbled for the commons in parlia-
ment, to present to your lordships divers petitions,
which they have received from several parts, concerning
the state of the kingdom ; — whercunto they are chiefly
moved by that constant affection which they have
always expressed, of maintaining a firm union and good
correspondence  with  your lordships ; wherein  they
have ever found much advantage and contentment, but
never held it more important and necessary than at this
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time, when the wisdom and resolution of parliament
have as many great dangers and difficulties to pass
through as ever heretofore.

“ We are united in the public trust, which is derived
from the commonwealth, in the common duty and
obligation whercby God doth bind us to the discharge
of that trust; — and the commons desire to impart
to your lordships whatsoever information or intelligence,
whatsocver cncouragement or assistance, they have re-
ceived from those several counties which they repre-
sent ; that eo likewise we may be united in the same
intentions and endeavours of improving all to the
service of hie majesty, and the common good of the
kingdom.

¢“ The petitions which I am directed to communicate
to your lordships arc four: fiom London, Middlesex,
Essex, and Hertfordshire.  We have reccived many
more, but it would take up too much time and be too
great a trouble to peruse all; and in these four you
may perceive the effect and sense of all.  First, 1 am
to desire your lordships to hear them read ; and then 1
shall pursue my instructions in propounding some ob-
servations out of them.”

“ These petitions,” the rcport continues, “ being
read by four several members of the house, Mr. 'ym
resumed his discourse.

““ My lords, in these four petitions you may hear the
voice, or rather the cry, of all England ; and you cannot
wonder if the urgency, the extremity of the condition
wherein we are, do produce some earnestness and vehe-
mency of expression more than ordinary. The agony,
terror, and perplexity in which the kingdom labours, are
universal ; all parts are affected with them ; and therefore
in these you may observe the groans and miserable
complaints of all.

“ Divers reasons may be given why those diseases
which are cpidemical are more dangerous than others.
First, The cause of such diseases is universal and su-
pernal, and not from an evil constitution. or evil diet,



JOUN PYM. 53

or any other accident ; such causes, therefore, work with
more vigour and efficacy than those which are particular
and inferior. Secondly, In such diseases there is a
communicative quality, whereby the malignity of them
is multiplied and cnforced. ‘Thirdly, They have a
converting, transforming power, that turns other diseases
and ill affections of men’s bodics into their own nature.

““Tirst, The common and epidemical disease, wherein
this commonwealth now lies grasping, hath a superior
and universal cause from the cvil counsels and designs
of those who, under his majesty, bear the greatest sway
in government. Secondly, It hath a contagious and
infectious quality, wheieby it is diffused and dispersed
thro” all parts of the kingdom. Thirdly, It is apt to
take in the discontents, evil affections, and designs of
particular persons, to increase and fortify itself,

1 shall take occasion, from several branches of those
petitions which your lordships bave heard, to observe:
First, The varicty of dangers to wHich this kingdom is
now subject. Secondly, The manifold distempers which
are the cause of those dangers. Thirdly, The multi-
plicity of those cvil influences which are the causes of
those distempers.

“The first danger is from cnemies abroad.  This
may seem a causeless and mupertinent observation at
this tune, sceing we are in peace with all natious about
us.  But, my lords, you may be pleased Lo consider that
the sufity of the kingdom ought not to depend upon the
will and dosposition of  our neighbours, but upon our
own strength and provision.  Betwixt states there are
often sudden changes from peace to war, according to
oceasion and advantage.  All the states of Christendom
are now armed, and we have no reason to belicve but
that those of greatest power have an evil cye upon us,
in respecet of our religion.  And if their private differences
should be composed, how dangerously, how speedily,
might those great armies, and other preparations now
ready, be applied to some enterprise and attempt against
us! If there were no other cause, this were suthcient
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to make us stand upon our guard. But there are di-
vers more especial symptoms of dangers of this kind.

“We may perceive, by several advertisements from
abroad, that they did foresee our dangers many months
before they broke out. They could foretell the time
and manner of them ; which is a clear evidence they
held intelligence with those who were the contrivers
and workers of the present troubles,

“We have, in truth, many dangerous traitors and
fugitives now in other parts, “who can discover the
weakness and distemper of the kingdom, who hold in-
telligence with the ill-affected party here ; and, by all
cunning and subtle practices, cndeavour to incite and
provoke other princes against us.

*“Some of the ministers of our ncighbour princes,
my lords, may be justly suspected to have had a yet
more immediate hand and operation in the insurrce-
tion and rebellion in Ircland; many of the com.
manders, and most of the soldiers, levied for the
service of Spain, are now joined with the rebels therc ;
and those Irish friars, which were employed by the
Spanish ambassador for the making of those levies,
are known to have been the chief incendiaries of this
rebellion, and are still very active in the prosecution
and encouragemeng of it.  The rebels have, morcover,
a ready and speedy supply from some of our neigh-
bours. T'wo conroys of munition and arms we are
certainly informed of : — one from Dunkirk, the other
from Nantes in Brittany; and certainly those that
are so forward to cnable others to hurt us, will not
forbear to hurt us themselves, as soon as they shall
have means and opportunity to do it.

“ Another danger is from the papists and ill-affected
party at home. The papists here are actuated by the
same principles with those in Ircland. Many of the
most active of them have lately, indeed, been! there,
which argues an intercourse and communication of
councils. They have still store of arms and muni-
tion at their disposing, notwithstanding all our endea-
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vours to disarm them ; they have a free resort to the
city and to the court; they want no opportunity to
consult together ; they haye the same or greater en-
couragements, from above and from about them , than
ever, in respect of the example and success of the
rebels in Ireland, and the great confusions and divisions
which, by their cunning and subtle practices, are raised
and fomented amongst ourselves at home.

“ A third danger ig ,of tumults and insurrections
of the meaner sort of ple, by reason of their ill vent
of cloth and other manufactures, whereby great multi-
tudes are set on work, who live for the most part on
their daily gettings, and will, in a very short time, be
brought to great extremity, if not employed. Nothing
is more sharp and pressing than neeessity and want ;
what they cannot buy they wiil take ; from them the
like necessity will quickly be derived to the farmers and
husbandmen ; and so grow higher, and involve all in
an equality of misery and distress, 1f it be not instantly
prevented ! And, at %ﬁs time, such tumults will be morce
dangerous, because the kingdom is full of disbanded
soldiers and officgrs, who will be ready to head and to
animate the multitude to commit violence with inore
strength. arid advantage ; and if they once grow into a
body, it will be much more difticult te 1educe them into
order again, because necessity and want, which are the
causer of this disturbance, will still increase as the
cffects increase.

< A fourth danger is from the rcbelq in Ireland, not
ouly in respect of that kingdoin, but in respect of this.
They have seized upon the body of that kingdom al-
ready ; they abound in men of very able persons ; they
increase in armsgand munition ; they have great hopcs
of supplies from abroad and of encouragement here,
and are sure of good entertainment from the popish
party ; so that they begin to speak already there of
transporting themselves hither, and making this king-
dom the seat of the war.

¢ The distemper, my lords, which hath produced these
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dal.l'gen, 18 yarious gnd gxeeeding violent.  Wliensoever

n'itn;e is hindered in Rer operhtions and facul-

ties, distempers will nele Tyllow! Thhe obatruc-

tions, my lords, which ve .brot@ht us into this

distemper are very many,yso that wé cennot wouder at

the strength and malignity of it. Some ofs the chiefest
of these obstructions 1 shall endeavour to remembet.

‘ First. The obstruction of reformation in-matters
of religion. No grievances uge sharper that those that
press npon the tender consce of men ! sand there
was never church or state afflicted with more grievances
of this kind than we have been. And thgugh they are,
by the wisdom of this parliament, partly eased and di-
minished, yet many still remain; and a< long &s the
bishops and the corrupt part of the clergy continue in
their power, there will be little hope of freedom, cither
from the sense of those which continue, ar the fear of
those u-l:in(z are removed.  And of this obstruttiow, my
lords, I must clear the commons.  We are in no part
guilty of it. Some good bifls have gassed us, gndothers
are in preparation, which might ﬁave been passed be-
fore this, if we had not found such ? success i.n'*yaur
lordships’ House.  Whatsocver mischacf this obsts uction
shall produce, we are free from it: we may hdve ayr part
of the misery, we cag have no part e theguiltor dishonour,

¢ Secondly. An obstruction in trade. ‘It is trade
that brings food and nourishment to the kingdom. It
is that which prescrges and increases the stock df #he
whole, and distributes a convenient portion of mante-
nance to every part of*it; therefore, such an #hstruc-
tion as this must needs be dangerous ; tie treedom of
trade being so necessary, the benefitsso important, that
it gives life, strength, and beauty to tl*‘ whole body of
the commonwealth. But I must protest the house of
commons hath given no cause to this obstruction; we
have eased trade of many burdens and heavy tdkes,
which are taken off; we have freed it from many hard
restfainty, by patents and monopolies; we have been,
willing_to part with our own privileges, to give it'en-
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couragement ; we bave' soughb to put the mexchants inp

»

security and conﬁdence, ct of the tower of Lon.

don, ghat so they roight*pe invited to bring in their
bullion to the ntikt, as heretofore they have done ; and
we ate N0 way gmlty of the troubles, the fears- and
pubhédangers which make men withdraw their atocks,
and leep their money by them, to be ready for such
suddew exigencies, as in these great distractions we have
too inweh cause to expeet
“ Thixdly. The obdtruction in the relief of Ireland.

It mus$ needs be accounted a great shame and dishonour
to this kingdom, that our neighbours have shewed them-
selves more forward to supply the rebels, than we have
been to relieve our distressed brethren and fellow-subjects.
But 1 must declare we are altogether innocent of any
neglect hergin.  As soon as the first news of the rebel-
Jion came over, we undertook the war, not by way of
supply and aid, as in former rebellions the subjects have
used to do ; but we undertook the whole charge of it,

and we suffered vot twenty- -four hours to pass hefore we
agreed to a great levy of money and men, to be cmployed
against the nbdu., even in a larger proportion than the
lords, Juxtlres, and council there did desire ; ; and,

from time to time, we have done all for the furtherance
tbercof, though in the midst of many distractions and
diversions. But the want of commissions for levying
of wen, for issuing arms, and divers other impedi-
ments, have been the causes of thag obstruction : and I
wish we had not only found impediments to ourselves ;
we have found also cncouragements to them. Many of
the chief commanders, now at the head of the rebels,
safter we had, with-your lordships’ concurrence, stop’t
.the ports agams't. all 1rish papists, have been suffered to

'Pass by his majesty’s 1mmedute warrant, much to the

Miscouragement of the lords justices and the council
there ; and this procured, as we believe, by some evil
;instruments too near his royal person, without his ma-
Jem/ s knowledge and intention,
¢ Fourthly. The obstruction in prosecution of, delin-~
VOL. Ik
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quents. Many we have already brought up to your
lordships, divers others we have been discouraged to
transmit, such difficult proceedings have we met with-
all, such terrors and discountenance have been cast
upon ourselves and our witnesses. My lords, those who
have shewed themselves the friends and patrons of de-
linquents, have found it the most ready way to prefer-
ment! Yea, his majesty’s own hand hath been obtained,
and his majesty’s ships employed, for the transporting
of divers of those who have fled from the justice of par-
liament ! N M

“ Fifthly. A general obstruction and interruption of
the proceedings in parliament, by those manifold designs
of violence which, thro’ God’s mercy, we have escaped ;
by the great and frequent breaches of privilege ; by the
subtle endeavours to raise parties in our house, and
jealousies betwixt the two houses.

“Sixthly. The obstruction in providing for the defence
of the kingdom, that we might be enabled to resist a fo-
reign enemy, or to suppress all civil insurrections. What
a pressing necessity there is of this — the exceeding
great decays in the navy, in the forts, in the power of
ordering the militia of the kingdom, and means of fur-
nishing them with munition — are sufficient evidences,
known to none better than your lordships. And what
endeavours we have used to remove them, but hitherto
without that success and concurrence which we cxpected,
and where the stop hath been, and upon what good
grounds we may claim our own innocency and faithful-
ness, we desire no other witnesses but yoursclves.

“ Lastly, I come to the evil influences which have
caused this distemper ; and I shall content myself with
menticning those which are most important. 1. I shall
remember the evil counsels about the king, whereof we
have often complained. Diseases of the brain are most
dangerous, because fiom thence sense and motion are
derived to the whole body. The malignity of evil coun-
sels will quickly be infused into all parts of the state.
None can doubt but we have exceedingly laboured under
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most dangerous and mischievous counsels. 'This evil
influence hath been the cause of the preparation of war
with Scotland — of the procuring a rebellion in Ire.
land —of corrupting religion — suppressing the liberty
of this kingdoin —and of many fearful and horrid
attempts to the subverting the very being of parliaments,
which was the only hopeful means of opposing and pre-
venting all the rest.  The last, indeed, doth appear to
be a most predominant evil of the time; whercat we
need not wonder, when we consider how counsellors
Lave been preferred and prepared. gAnd 1 appeal to
vour lordships’ own consciences, whether the giving and
countenancing of evil counsel hath not been ahmost the
only way to favour and advancement. 2. The dis-
couragement of good counsel.  Divers honest and ap-
proved counscllors have been put from their places,
others so discountenauced, as that the way of favour
hath been shut against them, and that of darger and
destruction only open to them. 3. The great power
that an interested and factious party hath in the parlia-
ment, by the continuance of the votes of the bishops
and popish lords in your lordships’ house ; and the
taking in of others, both out of the house of commons,
and otherwise, to increase their strength, 4. The fo-
menting and cherishing of a malignant party throughout
the whole kingdom. 5. The manifold jealousies hetwixt
the king, his parliament, and good subjects ; whereby
his protection and favour hath, in a great measure, heen
withbeld from them ; and their inclination and resolu-
tion to serve and assist him, hath been very much hin-
dered and interrupted.”

The force and boldness of all this were equal to the
great cincrgencies of the hour; and as the orator pro-
cecded, we may suppost him more than repaid hy the
cxpression of proud and affectionate admiration that
rested on the countenances of Hampden and Ficnnes,
who were sitting by his side.  His closing passages were
simple and noble in the extreme. They condensed into
a few words all the ominous warnings which, through-

8 2
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out his great task, he had addressed to the upper house ;
and the inspiration of a memorable lesson, announced
not less for the present than as a precedent and ex-
ample for remoter times, was stamped upon them,

““We have often suffered under the misinterpretation
of good actions, and false imputation of evil ones which
we never intended ; so that we may justly purge our-
selves from all guilt of being authors of this jealousie
and misunderstanding. “3e have been, and are still,
ready to serve his majesty with our lives and fortunes,
with as much chearfulness and earnestness of affection
as ever any subjeets were 5 and we doubt not but our
proceedings will so manifest this, that we shall be as
clear in the appichension of the world, as we are in the
testimony of our own consciences.

“ I amn now come to a conclusion. I have nothing
to propound to your lordships by way of request or de-
sire frofm the house of commons. I doubt not but your
Jjudgments will tell you what is to be done.  Your con-
sciences, your lionowrs, your interests, will eall upon you
for the doing of it. T'he commons will be glad to have
your concurrence and help in saving of the kingdom ;
but, if they fail of it, it shall not discourage them in
doing their duty. And whether the hingdom be lost
or saved (1 hope, through God’s blessing, it will be
saved 1), they shall be sorry 1mar Tng srony o ToIS
PRESENT PARLIAMENT SHOLLD TELL POSTERITY THAT,
IN §0 GREAT A DANGLER AND EXTREMITY, THE HOUSE OF
COMMONS SHOULD BE ENFORCED TO SAVE THE KINGDOM
aLonk, and that the peers should have no part in the
lonour of the preservation of it, having so great an
interest in the good success of those endeavours in re-
spect of their great estates and high degrees of nobility.

** My lords, consider what the present necessities and
dangers of the commonwealth require, what the com-
mons have rcason to expect, to what endeavours and
counsels the concurrent desires of all the people do invite
you! So that, applying vourselves to the preservation
of the Mng and kingdom, I may be bold to assure you,
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in the name of all the commons of England, that you
shall be bravely seconded !”

The first effect of this speech, which was enthusiasti
cally hailed by the commons !, was in the passing of the
bill for taking away the bishops’ vote, with three dis-
sentient voices only.  The hing refused his assent to it,
but subsequently yielded ; and in this gave great offegee
to his party. Tt may be supposed, however, that some
subsequent explanation was gtisfactory to them, since
the following notable disclosure has escaped from lord
Clarendon’s pen: ** I have some cause to believe that
the argument, which was unanswerable, for the rejecting
ihat bill, was applied for the confirmingit ; an opinion
that the violence and foree used in pmcuun it, ren-
dered it absolutely invalid and void, made the confirma-
tion of it less considered, as not bemg of stiength o
make that act good which was in itself null; and 1
doubt this logic had an mflucnee upon acts of no less
moment than these”  There 1s scarcely an act in the
life of Charles 1. that does not bear the stain of some
such perfidy.  Wheie were the leaders of the English
people now to lean, 1 not upon their own strength, the
wisdom of their long and hard expericnce, and the con-
fidenee of the people who trusted themn ? :

The second great effeet of Pym's speech was exhibited
by the kg Inmself.  IHe wrote to the speaker and
complamed of it ; more espectally of that passage which
stated several of the Insh rebels to have passed the
ports by his majesty’s immediate warrant.”  The
commons vindicated the speech, and the king replied
it was again defended more strongly sull; and the many
conferences andsdeclarations that passed, served to widen

1 ¢ The®oregomg speech of Mr Pymme®s was ao agreeable to the com-
mous, that the same dav they ordered, *that Mr, Speaher, in the name of
the house, shall give thanks unto Mr Pymimne for Jus so well pertormeng
the rervace he was employed an, by the commands of this house, at this
conference  And it was turther ordered, that Mr Pymme be dewred to

ut the speech be made at this couference imto writing, and to dehver it
nto the house, to the end that it mav be printed * “I'mis was done aceord-
mgly " Parlmmen(arv History  ‘The copy i the text s taken from a
large paper vu{r) of this authortzed version now an passession, * printed for
John Bothiwell," 1631, -

% 3
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the breach-between the parliament and the king.! The
tributes which it had meanwhile brought pouring in, of
faith and affection to the parliament, most materially
strengthened the cause. 2

The king now directed all his resources, whether
of force or stratagem, to the acquisition of the two
gweat magazines of the kingdom, Hull and the Tower.
His various attempts, and their thorough defeat, are told
in all the histories. Theg@result was, that Charles pro-
claimed Hotham a traitor by sound of trumpet, and
sent two angry messages to the house demanding
reparation for the repulse he had met with. “ If,” he
added, ““ we are brought into a condition so much worse
than any of our subjects, that whilst you all enjoy your

1 Charles’s pertinacity about this speech was curious. Whenever, for
gome weeka after, the commons sent him any message, his remark would be,
‘I must tell you, that 1 rather expected a vindication for the wmputation
laid on me 1n Mr. Pyin's speech 5 and as the war approached more nearly,
his reference to it grew less respectful - —*¢ Concerning Pym™ speech , you
will have founil by what the lotd Compton and Mr Baynton brought fromn
us I answer to that message they brought to us, that, as yet, we rest
nothing satisfied in that particular,”

2 Even the London rwemen, wives of tradesmen, became nfected with
the popular enthusiasm, and sent 1n a long petition of affection to the

ouse of commons, and prayers that they would redress all grievances
Butler s suppesed to have alluded to this in his couplet —

“ The oyster-women lock’d their tish up,
And trudged away to cry ‘no bishop”* —

and the satire was allowable enough. The Journals of the house state,
however, that “ this petition was presented by Mrs Anne Stagg, @ geutle-
woman and brewer's wife, and wmany others with her of ke rank and
quality , and that, after some time spent i reading of 1t, the house sent
themn an answer by Mr Pym, which was pertormed in this manner.
Mr Pyvin came to the commouns door, and called tor the'women, and ») ake
uuto them i these words —* Good women, your petition, with the
reasons, hath been read in the house, and 1s thankfully accepted of, and s
come n a seasonable time  You shall, God willing, receive trom us all
the satistaction which we ean possibly give to your just and lawtul desires
We intreat you, therefore, to repair to your houses, and turn your pctilion
whech you have delivered here, tnto prayers at home for us; for we have
been, are, and shall be, to our utinost power, ready to rehieve you, your
husbands, and children, and to perfonn the trust committed unto us,
towards God, our King and country, as becometh faithfl chnstians and loyal
subjects.’ ™ This speech 13 no bad evidence of Pym’s popular and easy
address, Nothing coulid have been more happily turned 'l shoyld add, alw,
from the journals of the same peniod, another kind of testimony to the pre-
sent mfinence of Pym. ** Intormation bemng given to the lords, that
Edw Sawdetord, a ta?'lur. of London, had saul, *that the carl of Essex
was a traitor; that all the parhament were trators ; that the earl of War.
wick was a trautor, and he wished his heart n his boots ; and that he cur ed
the parliament, and wished Mr Pym (calling hem king Pym) and sir John
1lotham both hanged,® the said Edw Sandeford wa-s brought to the bar,
and asked what he had to alledge 1in his defence ; but not heing able to dis.
prove thei{unge, he and the witnesses agamnst hnn were ordered to with-
draw, sharp of k was t him.”
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privileges, and may not have your possessions disturbed
or your titles questioned, we only may be spoiled,
thrown out of our towns, and our goods taken from us,
‘tis time to examine how we have lost those privileges,
and to try all possible ways, by the help of God, the
law of the land, and the affection of all our good sub-
jeets, to recover them, and to vindicate ourself from
those injuries; and if we shall miscarry herein, we
shall be the first prince in this kingdom that hath done
so — having no other end but to defend the true
protestant profession, the law of the land, and the
liberty of the subject. And God so deal with us as we
continue in those resolutions.” And in a subsequent
more elahorate paper, drawn forth by an order of the
commons justifying Iotham, and “suppressing” the
forees the king had raised against Hull, Charles writes —
or rather ““ Mr. Hyde " writes for him: “ We are not
unwilling to join issue with them in this way, and to let
all the world know how nccessary, just, and lawful all
our proceedings have been in this point; and that the
defence of these proceedings is the defence of the law
of the land, of the liberty and property of the subject ;
and that by the same rule of justice, which is now
offered to us, all the private interest and title of all our
good subjects to all their lands and goods, are confounded
and destroyed.  Mr. Pym himself tells you, in his
speech against the earl of Strafford (published by the
order of the house of commons), * The law is the safe-
guard, the custody of all private interests ; your honours,
your lives, your liberties, and cstates, are all in the
keeping of the law: without this, every man hath a
like right to any thing. And we would fain be an-
swered, What title any subject of our kingdom hath
to his house or land, that we have not to our town of
Hull?  Or what right hath he to his money, plate, or
jewels, that we have not to our magazine or munition
there ? If we had ever such a title, we would know
when we lost it. . . We conclude with Mr. Pym’s own
words : ¢ If the prerogative of the king overyhelm the
s 4
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liberty of the people, it will be turned to’tyranny: if
liberty underwnine the prerogative, it will. grow into
anarchy :* And so we say into confusion.”

Now mark the answer of the commons, in perhaps
the boldest and most remarkable state document of the
time. The hand of Pym may be traced in every line
of it. 'The commencement of the extract which follows
is indeed almost literally copied from one of his finest
speeches.  ** If,” say the commons of England to their
king, ‘“ if we have done more than ever our ancestors
have done, we have suffered more than ever they have
suflered ; and yet, in point of modesty and duty, we
shall not yield to the best of former times; and we
shall put this in issue. Whether the highest and most
unwarrantable proceedings of any of his majesty’s
predecessors do not fall short of, and much below,
what hath been done to us this pathament : and on the
other side, whether, if we should make the highest pre-
cedents of other parliaments our patterns, there would
be cause to complain of ¢ want of modesty and duty in
us ;" when we have not so much as suffered such things
to enter into our thoughts, which all the world knows
they have put in action ? Another charge which is
laid very high upon us (and which were indeed a very
great crime if we were found guilty thereof) is, ¢ that, by
avowing this act of sir J. Hotham, we do, in conse-
quence, confound and destroy the title and interest of
all his majesty’s good subjects to their lands and goods ;
and that upon this ground, that his majesty hath the
same title to his own town of Iull, which any of his
subjects have to their houses or lands ; and the same to
his magazine or munition there, that any man hath to
his money, plate, or jewels; and therefore that they
ought not to have been disposed of without or against
his consent, no more than the house, land, money, plate,
or jewels, of any subject ought to be, without or against
his will." — Here that is (aid down for a principle, which
would indeed pull up the very foundation of the liberty,
property, und interest, of every subject in particular, and
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of all the subjects in general ; if we should admit it for
a truth, ‘ that his majesty hath the same right and title
to his towns and magazine (bought with the public
monics, as we conceive that at Hull to have been) that
every particular man hath to his house, lands, and
goods ;" for his majesty’s towns are no more his own
than his kengdom is his own ; awd his kingdom is no
more las own, than his people are his own ; and if the
king had a property in all his towns, what would
become of the subjects’ property in their houses therein ?
and if he had a property in his kingdom, what would be-
come of the subjeets’ property in their lands throughout
the Mingdom # or of their hiberues, if his majesty had
the sae nght in their persons, that every subject hath
in their lands or goods? and what would become of all
the  subjeets’ interest in the town and forts of the
kingdow, and in the kingdom itscelf, if his majesty
might sell, or give them away, or dispose of them at his
pleasure, as a particular man tray do with his lands and
with his goods # "T'his erroncous maxim, being infused
into princes, that their kingdoms we their oun, and that
they may do with them what they widl (as of their kingdoms
were for them, and wot they for thewr kingdoms), is the
root af all the subjects’ wmisery, and of all the wading
of their just yiyghts and hherties. Whereas, indeed, they
are only entrusted with their kingdoms, and with their
towns, and with therr people, and with the public
treasure of the commonwealth and whatsoever is hought
therewith. By the known law of this kingdom, the very
Jjewels of the crown are not the king's proper goods, but
are only intrusted to him for the use and ornament
thereof ;5 as the towns, forts, treasure, magazine, offices,
anl people of the kingdom, and the whole kingdom
itsclf, are intrusted unto him for the good and safety
and hest advantage thereof : and as this trust is for the
use of the kingdom, so ought it to be managed by the
advice of the houses of parliament, whom the kingdom
hath trusted for that purpose; it being their duty to
see it be discharged according to the conditioh and true
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intent thereof ; and as much as in them lies\, by all
possible means to prevent the contrary; which if it
hath been their chief care and only aim in the disposing
of the town and magazine of Hull in such manner as
they have done, they hope it will appear clearly to all
the world, that they have discharged their own trust,
and not invaded that of his majesty’s ; much less his
property, which, in this case, they could not do.”

A second answer was returned by the king, more
weak and more elaborate than the first, and a vigor-
ous remonstrance, recommended in an earnest and
forcible speech by Pym 1, was forwarded to Charles.
It opened with these words: *“ We, your majesty’s
most humble and loyal subjects, the lords and commons
of this present parliament assembled, do hereby call
God, this kingdom, and the whole world to witness,
that we have, ever since ovur first meeting in this
present parliament, with fidelity to your majesty and
the state, with much patience and constancy, in respect
of the great affronts and interruptions, the pernicious
plots and ettempts, wherewith we have been euncoun-
tercd, distracted, and opposed, cmployed our counsels
and endeavours to maintain God's true religion, the
honour and rights of your crown, the peace and safety
of your royal person and your kingdoms, and the just
liberties of your people; that so we might ease them
of their great gricvances, and prevent the fears and
dangers, yea, the imminent ruin and destruction, which
have been contrived and fostered, not only in your
court, but even very near your own person ; and how-
ever our liberties have been invaded, wmany of our
lives*endangered, and such attempts made upon us as
might have subverted the very being of parliament, yet
have we so kept ourselves within the bounds of modesty
and duty, that we have given no just occasion of your
majesty’'s absence at this time.” In reference to a
complaint in the king’s last paper, the following re-
mark is made: ““ And whereas his majesty saith, < He

1 See this speech 1n Cobbett’s Par). Hist. vol. ii. p. 1162.
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could wish that his own immediate actions, which he
avows on his own honour, might not be so roughly
censured under that common style of evil counsellors:*
we could also heartily wish, we had not cause to make
that style so common ; but how often and undutifully
soever these wicked counsellors fix their dishonour upon
the king, by making his majesty the author of those
evil actions which are the effects of their own evil
counsels, we, his majesty’s loyal and dutiful subjects,
can use no other style, according to that maxim in the
law, ¢ The king can do no wrong :’ but if any ill be-
committed in matter of state, the council must answer
for it; if in matters of justice, the judges.”

Every step in this paper war now brought the com-
batants nearcr and nearer to a more real and a more
fatal field. The great question on which all clse de-
pended was at Iast in vehement agitation — the command
of the militia of the kingdom.  The very condition of
the parties between whom the discussion arowe, pre-
cluded from the first the possibility of agrecment.
Some idea of the labour and research which Pym, not-
withstanding, devoted to this memorable question, will
be gathered from a curious docnment in the appendix
of this volume!, and which is highly characteristic of
the man.

The disposal of the militia, however, cannot be argued,
in the present case, on abstract grounds ; though Pym has
made out the most forcible case, even in that view, which
has been yet attempted.  'The parliament had been un-
deubtedly forced into a position to make the demand
they did 2, when, as a ground of trust, they required that
the king should place the army and navy under the com-
mand of officers possessing the confidence of both houscs.
On refusal of this, he was asked whether, for a tine,

1 Appendix C

2 kven lord Clarendon admits, on the passing of the militia ordinance,
that *“ when this il had been, with much ado, accepted, aund first read,
there were few men who nnagmed 1t would ever receive farther coun-
tennce, but now ‘there were few, who did notibelieve it to be a very ne-

cewsary provision for the peace ahd safety of the Kingdom. so great an
mmpression had the late proceedings made upon them.”
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the militia ‘mizht not be granted? * No, by God!”
his sacred majesty, according to Rushworth !, swore ;
¢ Not for an hour! You have asked that of me in this
was never asked of any king, and with which I will
not trust my wife and children.”

On a subsequent motion by Pym, the commons
unanimously passed their ordinance for disposing the
militia, and sent it up to the lords. Meanwhile they
again memorialised his majesty, who, in return, va-
poured upon them thus: —¢ We will propose no more
particulars to you, having no luck to please, or to be
understood by you. Take your own time for what con-
cerns our particular ; but be sure you have an early,
speedy care of the public ; that is, of the only rule that
preserves the public, the law of the land : preserve the
dignity and reverence due to that. It was well said in
a speech made by a private person (it was Mr. Pym’s
speech against the carl of Strafford, and formerly quoted
by us)—¢ The law is that which puts a difference be-
twint good and evil, betwixt just and unjnst.  If yon
take away the law, all things will fall into a confusion ;
every man will hecome a law unto himself, which, in
the depraved condition of human nature, must needs
produce many great enormities.  Lust will become a
law, and envy will become a law ; covetousness and
ambition will become laws; and what dictates, what
decisions such laws will produce, may ecasily be dis-
cerned.”  Bo said that gentleman, and much more, very
well, in defence of the law, and against arbitrary power.
It is worth lookiug over and considering ; and if the
most zealous defence of the true protestant profession,
and the most resolved protection of the law, be the most
necessary duty of a prince, we cannot believe this mi-
serable distance and misunderstanding can be long con-
tinued between us ; we have often and earnestly declared
them to be the chicfest desires of our soul, and tHe end
and rule of all our actions.” And again, in one of his
subsequent productions, he returncd to the same strain.

1 Vol v, p 533,
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““ We remembered them long ago, and we cannot do
it too often, of that excellent speech of Mr. Pym’s—
The law is that which puts a difference,” &e.  And
Mr. Hallam can say of these tedious and evasive docu.
ments, that they excel the manly, eam?st, and straight-
forward productions of the popular leaders !

The next motion of the commons ¢ shook Charles’s
throne and title to the centre.”!  After obtaining, by a
masterly strohe of vigorous policy, possession of the
fleet, they passed the three following resolutions : —
1. That it appears that the king, seduced by wicked
counsel, intends to make war against the parliament,
who, in all their consultations and actions, have pro-
posed no other end unto themselves but the care of his
kingdoms and the performance of all duty and loyalty
to his person. 2. That whensoever the hing maketh
war upon the parliament, it is a breach of the trust re-
posed i him by his people, contrary to his oath, and
tending to the dissolution of his government. 3. That
whosoever shall serve or assist him in such wars, arc
traitors by the fundamental laws of this kingdom, and
have been so adjudged by two acts of pailizanent, and
ought to suffer as traitors.”

The king now, i his turn, denounced the militia
ordinance as illegal, and hegan to 1ssue his commissions
of arrny.  On the 12th of July the commons voted the
raising of an army, to he commanded in chief by the
carl of Essex.  Some days after, a proclamation from
the king declared Essex a traitor.

At this point a temporary pause may he made,
for the purpose of introduvcing a specch by Pym2, of a
style very different from any that has yet been given,
but conceived and expressed in exactly that sort of
exquisite gravity of humour, which such a subject was
likely to call forth from such a speaker. On the pub-
lication of the militia ordinance, sir Edward Dering, —

t 1 History from Macintosh, vol. v. p 204,
2 ‘This sprech appears anonymously in the conmon parhamentary his-
tones , but in the Journals it 15 given'to Pym.
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whose fantastic vanity, before adverted to, had already
separated him from the popular party and banished
him from the house, —bethought himself of a new pro-
Jject for notoriety ; and, ““ albeit a justice of the peace,”
presented himself with some equally dignified friends
as candidates to serve oh the grand jury of the county
of Kent (which he had before represented in the com-
mons) ; which being allowed, he wheedled all the jurors
into his purpose ; or, in the words of the charge pre-
ferred against him, having drawn up the heads of a
strong petition against the militia ordinance and the
house of commons, he “did tender the said heads to
the said grand jury ; and did then and there wickedly
and unlawfully persuade, labour, and solicit the rest of
the grand jury to agrec to the same ; and have them
drawn into a petition to the parliament, to be presented
by the said grand jury to the judge of the said assizes
and the rest of the bench there, to be by them as-
sented to and approved of ; and did then and there
wickedly conjure the said grand jury to sccrecy, and
not to discover any thing touching the said petition, till
it should be by them agreed upon and presented as
aforesaid ; falsely persuading them that they were
thereunto bound by their oath.” Some of the jury
consented ; some refused ; but sir Edward persisted,
ultimately managed to present his petition to the judges,
and was proposing to do a vast deal more, when  Mr.
Pym” interfered, lodged an information against him,
and supported it, before the house of lords, in the
following admirable speech of grave satirical humour.

“ Your lordships see by this that hath been read unto
you, that nondum recentis Ilii futum stetit ; that, not-
withstanding the many strange and variable attempts
against the parliament, and their wonderful and mira-
culous preservations, yet mischief is so fruitful and
generative as to produce a new brood of serpents, which
are continually hissing, maligning, and practising against
the pious and noble endeavours of both houses, and
against the peace, prosperity, and happiness of this
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afflicted kingdom. If the evil and seducing spirit which
doth animate those designs were asked from whence he
comes, doubtless his answer would be, ¢ from compassing
the earth,” having removed his scene into many several
parts, and found so many friends and patrons of his
audacious achievements, amongst whom this gentleman,
sir Kdward Dering, is one ; a man of mark and emi-
nency ; of wit, learning, and zeal, at least in shew and
appearance ; and yet all these miserably shipwreck'd
upon the shelves and sands of the Kentish shore! The
thing itself appears to your lordships to be a manifest
breach of the rules of law, justice, and religion ; and
yet, under the cloak of all three, a fast must be pro-
claimed to take away Nuaboth and his vineyard! The
yeomanry of Kent, herctofore in great esteem, is now
become vile and contemptible ; an extraoidinary grand
Jjury must be prepared of knights, gentlemen, and jus-
tices of the peace, for some extraordinary service—what
it is your lordships have heard. 'They must descend
from their places on the bench, and from themselves
too, not to serve their country (for that were no dis-
paragement), but to serve their own unworthy, ambi-
tious, and seditious ends.

© This gentleman, aringleader, late a member of the
house of connnons, the gand jury of the whole king-
dom (and there so highly esteeming of his wisdom),
is contented now to descend so low as to become
one of the common jury of the county. Such is the
meanness and pusillanimity of high thoughts, as, for
compassing of their own ends, to stoop to any condition,
how low soever it may be !

“ Having set the cards, however, he plays the game
very foully. e leads his fcllows out of the way,
and makes them, like ill hunters, instead of following
the chase, at the quest of one ill mouth to fall upon
a flock of sheep! Their duty was to have inquired,
diligently, of the matters given them in charge. Surely
this was out of the charge, because the judge had told
them it was out of his commission. And yet they



(2 BRITISH STATESMEN.

leave other matters, which they were charged with,
as accidents and trifles; and insist upon this, which
they had nothing to do with, as the principal business.

““ He obtrudes on them, also, be it observed, divers
monstrous and seditious heads ; and, by sinister sug-
gestions, labours, and sohcitations, which ought not
to be used to a jury ; and, by a kind of violence offered
them, secks to cnforce them to a consent, contrary
to their own reason, judgment, and consciences, when
they refused, opposed, and protested against it. Fail-
ing of this,

“ Flectere si nmequeam superos, acherontn moveho !
instead of inquiring upon the statute of witcheraft and
conjuration, he useth his conjurations and enchantments
upon them, to conjure them to secrecy ; falsely per-
suading them that they will be bound unto it by their
oath.  When all this would not serve, he then applies
himself to the beneh ; and, by the enchantments and
conjurations used there, prevails so far as to have it
there voted and assented to, by such as were present ;
and, to give the more strength and countenance to it,
wants not the aid and concurrence of some appearing
reverend divines, and of civilians also; and sticks
not to affirm, that he can have 40,000 persons to
attend the petition! proclaims a meeting at Blachheath,
a place fatal and ominous for actions of this naturc!
and all this under colour of a petition ; being, in truth,
a challenge, an adjuration, and a scandal upon the
parliament ; and purporting nothing else but a des-
perate design to put not only Kent, but, for aught is
known, all Christendom into combustion, carrying sails
full swollen with spite, arrogancy, and sedition.

““The particular instances 1 forbear to trouble your
lordships with, because you will find some of them
upon perusal of the petition. Many arguments might
be usedsin aggravation of them, from the eminency of
the power of the person, and the arrogancy of his mind;
from the acrimony of his spirit, and from the topping
place of Kent, which former ages have found obnoxious



JOUN PYM. 273

oo these infelicitiés ! ;' which this gentleman, so well
read in story, should have been mindful of in these
troublesome times! But all these, and other circum-
stances, 1 leave to your lordships’ noble and judicious
considcration ;  desiring, amongst other motives, that
your lordships will be pleased to reflect upon the acts
of your own justice in a case of like mature ; which,
being tirst begun here, near at hand, might have spread
the Hame and contagion over all England, had not the
great wisdom and justice of both houses in due time
prevented at.

I shall add no moie at this time, but what T have
rcad of a people in Afiiea, who sent a challenge to the
wind ; whereupon, at the mecting, the wind blew down
mountains upon them and overwhelmed them. I hope
those bold and msolent adventurers, who have presumed
to send a challenge or defiance to the great houses, shall
find a lihe stioke of therr wonted power and justice ;
and that they shall meet with such a wind as will blow
down their high theughts upon themselves, return their
votes ito thewr own bosoms, and their mischicvous designs
upon thair own heads !

“ Ml which T am warranted; in the name of the
house of connnons; and of all the commons of England,
to desire of your lordships ; and that you will be pleased
to make this gentleman, the prmapal auvihor of this
foul act, a spectacle and pattern of exemplary justice to
present and future times.”

On the 29nd of August, Charles 1. ereeted his
standard at Nottingham.  The day was stomy and
tempestuous, says Clarendon, and the king appeared
more melanchohie than he used to he. “ The standard
itself was blown down, the same night it had been
set up, by a very strong and umuly wind, and ecould
not be tixed again in a day or two, till the tempest was
allayed.”  Essex was in the field almost cqualfy soon;

1 Pym here mahes allusion to what has been commemorated so nobly by

our great poet Werdiworth, in b sonnet beginning — “ Vanguard of
Liberty, ve men ot Kent! !

YOL. 111, T
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and the green-coat regiments of Hampden, the London ¢
red-coats of Hollis, the purple of lord Brook, the blue
of lord Say, were soon seen gathering over the English
fields. Sir William Waller, the firm friend of the par-
liament, wrote to his “ noble friend” sir Ralph Hopton,
entirely devoted to the king, in these words: My
affections to you are so unchangeable, that hostility
itself cannot violate my friendship to your person ; but
I must be true to the cause wherein I serve. The old
Jimitation of usque ad aras holds still. . . . The great
God, who is the searcher of my heart, knows with what
reluctance T go upon this service, and with what perfect
hatred I look upon a war without an enemy. But I
look upon it as opus Domini, and that is enough to
silence all passion in me. The God of peace in his
good time send us peace, and in the meantime fit us to
receive it! We are both on the stage, and we must act
the parts that are assigned us in this tragedy. Let us
do it in a way of honour, and without personal animosi-
ties.”” It stands on record, to the immortal honour of
the English character, that in this noble and affecting
spirit, with very rare exceptions, our great civil war was
to the last fought out on both sides.

None of its details, however, belong to this memoir.
To P’ym was entrusted the momentous duty of watching
over, and conducting, the affairs of parliament and the
executive, while the majority of his friends were absent
in the war. 'lhe cxecutive power had been vested in
what was styled a “ committee of safety,” comprising
five peers— kssex, Northumberland, Pembroke, Holland,
aud Say ; and ten commoners —Pym, Hampden, Hollis,
Marten, Fiennes, Pierrepoint, Glyn, sir Williain Waller,
sir Philip Stapleton, and sir John Meyrick. But all
its most arduous duties fell upon Pym,and to their per-
formauce, with his old and unwearied energy, he entirely
devoted gwhat was left of his great and useful life.

With a view to that solemnity which was thought
befitting the capital of a country through which civil
war now raged, one of the first acts of the houses was the
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.issue of an order that, during the present period of ca.
lamity, ¢ when humiliation and prayer better became
the state of public affairs than mirth and levity,” all
public stage-plays should ceuse and be forborne. There
is something grand in this, with which the liveliest and
most liberal imagination amongst us now need not fail
to sympathise. The players, however, were not dis-
comfited. Scorning plain prose, they sent up a rhymed
petition to the houses, and then followed the army of the
king. From the petition itself a line or two may serve—

A * * We vow
Not to act anything you disallow.
We will not dare at your strange votes to jeer,
Or personate hang Pym with his state fleer 1

“ King” Pym was a favourite and scarcely objectionable
term of royalist reproach, against one who reigned with
absolute power over the affections of the great inass
of the English people.

As the players went out, pamphlets and newspapers,
a new, and many may think a somewhat less exception-
able, series of ¢ abstract and brief chronicles of the
time,” came in.  Now, < News from IHull,” ¢ Truths
from York,” and ¢ Warranted Tidings from Ireland,”
coursed the country side ; now, the “ Scots’ Dove”
assaulted and tore to picces the ¢ Parliament Kite” or
the < Sceret Owl ;" and the ¢ Weekly Discoverer ”
suddenly found himself < The Discoverer stript naked.”
The prinapal 1cgular newspapers, however, were, on
the side of the parhament, the Mercurius Britannicus,
written by the famous Marchamont Needham, or “ foul-
mouthed Ned,” as his polite opponents styled him ;
and, on the king's side, the Mercurius Aulicus, pub-
lished under the classic auspices of Oxford, and written,

1

1 hng P'vm has been personated at last, however, or if not personated,
at least delmeated, by Mr Browning, with mfinite force, expression, and
beauty, m the recent tragedy of *Stratford * RBut the oflences against
Pym at this tane were not all so harinless as that alluded to m the
text 1 copy trom the Old Parl Hist vol i p 266 Two were ticd
this duy at the lords' har, one of them, Mr Windebunk, for ~ayWyg, *that
Mr Pym had takhen a bnbe of 30/ situng m the char i kasta term
that he had as many sugar loaves given for bribes, as he had sold for
Gor 700/ That before he was a parhament man he was waorth little, but

he had now cozened the hing of asinuch money as he had bhought agond cstate,,
and giren W0,0000 of the kang & moncy tothe nar rage of lus daughter .

T 2
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as Needham used to say, ° by Birkenhead the scribe
(afterwards sir Johuj, secretary Nicholas the informer,
George Digby the contriver,” and that very reverend
divine, doctor Peter Heylin.  The wars of these rival
journalists were carricd on without much scruple on
cither side, though the court, undoubtedly, carried off
the palm for indecency ; and they served to disseminate,
in every possible shape, the fiercest hate and malice. I
have examined them all (I believe), with the utmost
care, and shall be able to illustrate the remaining part
of my subject with an occasional extract.

The exertions which Pym found requisite to maintain
the interest and honour of parliament at this time, are
almost incredible ; and as the chequered fortunes of the
parliameutarian army darkened into positive losses, the
difficulties of his position were only less extraordinary
than the resources they called forth from him. ¢ From
three of the clock iu the morning to the evening, and
from evening to midnight,” says an unimpcachable wit=
ness, Dr. Marshall [, who stood by his side, he laboured
in the serviee of the commonweaith.  Now on the ficld
of action, consulting with Iampden ; now in the tent
of Eesex, strengthening his failing purpose ; again at
Westininster ; and then among the London eitizens :
— it was P’ym, and Pym alene, who held at this awful
crisis the Irame of the exccutive together.

And,what in this was probably the most extraovdinary,
Lis influence sustained atself in defiance of all the violent
changes and affections of the short-sighted multitude.
In the opening months of the war, for instanee, a ne-
gotiation with the king was opened, and became highly
unpopular.  Pym achnowledged its propricty, however,
and, with some of the committee, presented himself at
the Guiddhall, and thus addressed the authorities” : —

*“ My lord mayor aud gentlemen, Tand my colleagues
arc here to represent to you (to you of this famous city

U Funeral Sermon, p o

2 This <peech 1s not in Rushworth, 1 copy fiom an edition printed
® fou Peter Cole ™
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of London, who will make it much more famous by these
noble affections, which you have shewed still to the
public good, and by yielding so much aid and so much
encouragement as you have done to the parliament in
maintaining it !) the state of both houses, and the reasons
and motives upon which they did desire peace ; motives,
indecd, that have wrought with us from the beginning
of this war to this time; for we should never have
stepped one step towards war, if we might have had,
or hoped for, such a peace as might have sceured religion
and liberty, and the pubhc good of the kingdom. But
truly jll counsel did exclude us from such hope.

“ We now conceive that the king, having seen the
courage of his subjects, having seen the danger of his
own person, and so much blood shed about him, will be
more tiactable to good conditions of peace, than he would
have been before ; and that is the reason why we do
think fit to try him, once more, after this battle that
hath been lately fought, before it come to  another
battle. .

““1t is true, that this may seem a resolution contrary
to that which was opened to you within these few days;
but you will conceive, that all great councils are subject
to alter their resolutions, according as matters alter, and
as the apprehensions of matters alter; for if things
appear more clear and hopeful to them at one time than
another, it is no dishonour for them to vary according
to their appearance, judgments, and best rea<ons, so long
as they do it with affections to the best purpose, which
you may rest assured the parliament hath done. And
though we desire peace very much, yet a peace to betray
rcligion, or to betray our libertics, we shall always
estecm worse than war ; therefore we shall put it to a
very quick issue, if the king receive the petition, to
make such propositions as you may see.

* First, whether you shall be secured in your re-
ligion ; in your religion with a hope of reformation ;
such a reformation as may maintain the power of religion,
and the purity of religion, as well as the name of

T 3
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religion, for we shall not be contented with the name,
nor without a reformation that shall maintain the power
of it. Next, we shall pursue the maintenance of our
liberties, liberties that may not only be in laws and
statutes, but libcrtics that may be in practice and in ex-
ecution ; and to take such course, that you may have the
effects of them in truth ; for to have printed liberties,
and not to have liberties in truth and reality, is but to
mock the kingdom : and I hope we shall take care for
that in the sccond place. Thirdly, we shall take care
to maintain the dignity and the honour of parliament,
for that is what will be a lasting security to you in your
liberty and religion.  'We shall take care, in the fourth
place, to answer the affections of the city of London,
that we will not consent to anything that chall be pre-
Jjudicial to them. We will preserve them in the highest
degree of honour, that ever this city of London was in ;
and truly it is now in the highest degree of honour that
ever it was, for you have carried yourselves in such a
regard to the public, as never any of your predecessors
did before ; and therefore we shall, in a peace, be as
carcful of you as of oursclves: and you may be assured
of this, that if we have not this peace, our lives, our
pains, our estates, they shall all join with you in main-
taining that with the sword, which we can not get in
an humble way by petition. And this, I again say, we
shall bring to a quick issue.

¢ 'I'herefore I'shallonly move you, as 1 am commanded
to do from the parliament, that you will not think there
is any fainting on our parts ; that we are more cold or
less affectionate to any of these good ends than heretofore
we have been ; but that we would compass them with
morc securc advantage. For if you can get these by
peace, you will have great advantages by it: you will
hinder foreign invasions from beyond the seas; you will
quickly be able to master the rebels in Ireland ; you
will quickly be able to suppress the papists that begin to
rise in England ; — then you shall have a perpetual
security, that they shall never be able to hurt you more.
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Therefore, if we can have such.a peace without further
hazard and blood-shedding, we shall praise God, and
esteem it as a great blessing. But if not, pray lay not
down the same spirits, for we have the same hearts, and
multitudes of spirits, and the kingdom inclinable to us.
Where the king has been, many, to save their estates
and lives, have shewed themselves but men ; for it was
not to be thought that single counties should maintain
themsclves against an army ; — but they have hearts as
they had theretofore ; and no doubt but they will join
with us, with more alacrity, when they see we have de-
sired peace by all the ways we could, and cannot have it.

““ We shall, by this means, satisfy our own consciences;
we shall satisfy many wmembers of parliament, that
desired it might be put on this way ; we shall satisfy
many of the kingdom too, that have held themselves
indiffercunt ; but when they sce there is no hope of
peace, m such a way, without blood, certainly they will
stand to us for religion and liberty, which must be
destroyed 1if we cannot secure them without war.,
Therefore, 1 shall commend to you, that you would not
let fall any part of your contributions, for it is that
which must maintain the army; nor entertain ill
apprehensions of the parliament ; but go on so as you
have done.  The end of all, 1 hope, will be such that
God may have all the glory, and you all the comfort !”

Two little months after, however, when war, again
less successfully resumed, was not so popular, he pre-
sented himself in the same place, and requested from
the same authorities a further assessment of supply upon
the citizens.

¢ My lord mayor and gentlemen,” he said, ¢ we come
not to tell your lordship and these worthy citizens only
our wants and dangers, but we come to speak the thanks
of the parliament to you, for that which you have
already done; for that you have shewed so much
aftection to the public, and that it hath produced so good
effects throughout the whole kingdom. Now you have
jndeed an army raised, most out of this city, able to

Té
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defend (with God's Hegsing) the religlon nd libesty of .
the kingdom, if itymay he upheld! And we come not-
only to give you thElks for that which you have-done,
but to stir you up to join with us in giving thapks to-
God that hath given such a blessing to our endeavodys,
that when, by letters sent into all parts almost, owr .
enemies did presume beforehand to triumph in the’
ruin and plundering of this city, God prevented it, and
hath kept you safe ; kept your houses, your walls, your
subutbs, safe from that that was intended against you!
And now, truly, as we have sought for this blessing by
fasting and by prayer, so it is fit that we should testify
our thanhsgiving for it ; and this is a necessary part of
our cerrand which we are sentabout.  And that we may
be serviceable to Giod’s providence still, as he hath
stirred up your hearts to do so much already, so that he
would stir you up still to continue to do that which is
fit to be done for the future ; and that you will do it in
such a way as may be most pleasing to yoursclves.

“ We come not hither, that, by any consent here in
public, you should bind yourselves in particular ; but
we comne to let you know the dangers of the kingdom,
with the sense the parliament hath of it, and of the city
especially ; that you may not lose that which hath heen
already done, but that you may go on still chearfully
to do the full work. And we come to tell you that the
parliament doth intend the burden shall not lie upon
you that are well affected and come in voluntarily ; but
that they have thought upon a way, and have bhegun it
already, and I hope, within two or three days at the
most, it shall be published to you, that all that are in-
disposed shall be forced to do that, which, out of rcadi-
ness and chearfulnesse to the public good, they will not
do of themselves. Neither limit we it to the city and
suburbs ; but we are in a course to draw in all the
counties of the kingdom, that as the burden is universal,
so the aid may be universal. These arg the thoughts of
the parliament. .

“ If it please God to bless your forces that are al-
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ready saised and continued, ‘we hope yqu shall not only
see peace again in the kingdom, ag sedurity for your
religion, but sec that the burden shall lie upon those
who have been the engines and actors of the mischiefs
and troubles that are come upon us. They shall then
. recompense the charges you have been at already !

“ This is the intention of the parliament.  Only for
the present do somewhat! EKvery man, as God shall
enable him, do somewhat ! Thus we may meet the pre-
sent necessities, and prevent the dangers that require @
present subsistence, and present supply of the army ;
without which, what is it will follow, but the danger of
the city, the ruin of the countries about, the stopping
up of the river, which is almost taken fiom you, and
the loss of the sea coasts! You cannot hase better
hearts than you have ; God hath enabled many of you
with purses ; I hope it will be so readily disposed, that
we shall have a full joy in the recompence of it, and of
the retnibution.  This let us all pray to God to bring to
pass.”

A supply followed this speech, which is an exquisite
specimen of thowe * wonderful popular arts’ which
Clarendon ascribes to Pym. It would, indeed, be diffi-
cult to imagine any thing better adapted to the occasion
— s0 foreible, yet worded with such vice subtlety, as the
passages which have just been quoted.  Mceanwhile the
king., heated with his imagined successes, addressed a
paper to the city of London, in the highest style of a
conqueror.  Their recent actions he represented herein
as outrages of so tremendous a nature, that they called
down the immediate vangeance of God, unless the city
would purge itself of guilt, by delivering up to him
their pretended lord mayor, and other leaders, whom he
had particularly marked as traitors in his proclam-
ations ;' he graciously offered pardon to the rest, and
added that he would give them the honour of his pre-
sence, when they should put themselves in a proper

Jposture to receive him ; with a warning, that whosoever
1 Thesc were Ven, Foulke, and Manwaring.
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should henceforward contribute, by the payment of ton-
nage and poundage, or any other tax, on what pretence
of authority soever, to the maintenance of the army
under the earl of Essex, must expect the severest pu-
nishment the law couid inflict. He concluded with an
express command, that this his manifesto should be read
out publicly in the city of London. This command, at
least, was obeyed. 'The parliament was communicated
with, and a committec of both houses were present when
it was read.

¢ Methinks I see him ” says Mr. Godwin, in reference
to this period, ‘“ methinks I see Charles, in his principal
entrance into London, surrounded by all his minidhs
and myrmidons, his horse’s hoofs wet with his country’s
blood.”

But this was not to be while Pym lived. The king’s
manifesto was read, and a decp silence followed —
when ¢ Mr. Pym, that worthy member of the house of
commons and patriot of his country,” as Peter Cole
styles him in his cdition of the speech, rose and coms
mented, claborately but with singular force and clearness,
on the various allegations of Charles.  He acknowledged
the generous and magnanimous conduct of the city, and
their steady adherence to the principles of liberty : he
avowed, that all those actions with which they had been
reproached by the king had been done in obelience to
the commands of parliament: he vindicated those com.-.
mands, and shewed that the king's answer was a libel,
stuffed with scandalous, injurious aspersions on the two
respectable bodies of parliament and city r as to the king’s
assertion, that he was driven by tamults out of the city,
Pym remembered the company of the king’s going the
day after his attempt to seize the members into the city,
without a guard; and his residing divers days at
Whitehall, Hampton-court, and Windsor, without any
attempt which could give him apprehension of fear. On
Charles’saccusation against the two houses, of destroying
the property of the subject, by taking away the twentieth
part by an arbitrary power, Pym observed, that there
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was little reason for this objection on his majesty's
behalf, when it was well known, that from the subjects
who were within the powcr of his army he did take the
full yearly value of their lands, and in some cases more ;
that not only particular houses, but whole towns, had
been plundered by command and design ; and that by
proclamations men were declared to forfeit all their
estates, because they would not obey arbitrary com-
mands. To the king’s declaration, that he expected to be
kept from tumults and aftronts, 'y observed, that his
majesty’s expressions, in his answer, tending to the
making a division in the city, and to the raising a party
which might make disturbances in the orderly govern-
ment now cstablished in it, would be more prejudicial
to his quiet abode in London than any thing which had
ever been acted by the houses of parliament, or the
present governors of the city.  In conclusion, as to the
threatening part of the matter, Pym added, with a stern
indifference, that the danger arising fiom these ill
councils which influenced the king, could not be kept
off but by the power of arms; and that the lords and
commons were so far from being frighted by his
menaces, that they had just declared farther contribution
towards the maintenance of the army ; that they hoped
for the continuance of the good aftections of the city ;
and indeed desired that they would add at once some
farther contributions towards the support of the forces
which were now in existence for all their safetics.

The effect of this speechis strikingly described by
the reporter. < At the end of every period the ap-
plause was o great, that he was fuin to rest till silence
was again made ; and, at last (the company ready to
be dissolved), after some pause and consultation with
the committee of lords and commons then present, si-
lence being made, he closed all with the words tollow-~
ing : ¢ Worthy citizens, you have understood the sense
of both houses of parliament, concerning iy lord
mayor here, and those worthy members of your city,
that are demanded ; you have heard the parliament de-
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clare, that they will protect them in that which they
have done by direction of both houses ; and they expect
that you should express it yourselves likewise, that if
any violence be offered to them, you will secure and defend
them with your uttermost force ; and you shall always
find, that this protection of the parliament shall not
only extend to these, but to all others that have done
any thing by their command.” Which words were no
sooner uttered, but the citizens, with one joint harmony
of minds and voices, gave such an acclamation as would
have drowned all the former, if they had been then
breathing ; which, after a long continuance, resolved
itself into this more articulate and distinct voice, ¢ We
will live and die with them! We will live and die
with them " and the like. So that,” concludes Mr. Pe-
ter Coles, ““in the managing of this day’s work, God
was so pleased to manifest himself) that the well-af-
fected went away not strengthened only, but 1ejoicing ;
and the malignants (as they have been called), some
convinced, others silenced, many ashamed ; — it fully
appearing  how little power they had to answer their
desires of doing mischicf. — Instead of dividing the
city, the city were more excecedingly united ; instcad
of a dissipation, thousands were unexpectedly brought,
as it were, into an unthought of association, to live and
die in the defence of those zealous and honourable as-
sertors of their peace and liberties, all which we may sum
up in that triumph of the man of God: €In the thing
whercin they dealt proudly, God was above them.””

Proud indeed was Pym’s bearing through these great
extreinities of the cause, which, however, now threatened
to deepen daily.  Sir William Waller suffered a serious
check from his old friend sir Ralph Hopton, and was
subsequently completely routed by Wilmot. Excter
and Bristol at about the same time surrendered to the
king. The London people began to murmur, and the
danger was imminent indeed.

Again Pym saved the commonwealth. The formid-
able conspiracy against the parliament, and the life of
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Pym, its principal member, known by the name of
Waller's plot, was now discovered by the unwearied
and unwinking vigilance of the patriot, and the feel-
ing produced by its disclosure reanimated the sympa-
thies of the people. The plot had been got up by
Edmund Waller the poet, in concert with two associates,
named Challoner and Tomkms.  The object was to
seize the persons of Pym and the leading members of
the commons, and deliver up the city to the king.
The proceedings were nearly ripe, when, says Claren-
don, “ a servant of Mr. Tomkins, who had often cur-
sorily overheard his master and Mr. Waller discourse
of the argument, placed lnmsclf behmd a hanging, at
a time they were together ;—and  there, whilst ceither
of them discoursed the lauguage and opinion of' the
company they kept, overheard cnough to make him
believe his information and  discovery would  make
him weleome to those whom ke thought coneerned ;
and ~o went to Mr. Pym, and acquainted hon with all
he had hicard.  The tme when Mr. Pym was made
acquanted with it is not known ; but the circum-
stances of the publishing it were such as filled al
men with apprehensions. It was on Wednesday  the
thirty-first oft May, their solemn fast day, when, being
all at thew sermon, m St Marzaret’s Chureh at West-
minster, according to their custom, a letter or message
is brought privately to Mi. Pym, who thercupon, with
some of the most active members, vise from their seats ;
and, after a little wlhispering together, 1emove out of
the church, ‘This conld not but exceedingly afteet
those who stayed  bebind,  Iimediately  they  sent
guards to all the prisons, as Lambeth house, Ely house,
and such places, where their mahznants were in cus-
tody, with dircetions ¢ to search the prisoners,” and
some other places which they thought fit should he
suspected.  After the sermons were ended, the houses
met ; and were only told, ¢ that letters were 1 ter-
cepted gomng to the king and the court at Oxford, that
expressed sume notable couspiracy in hand, to deliver
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up the parliament and the city into the hands of the
cavaliers ; and that the time for the execution of it
drew very near.’” Hereupon a committee was ap-
pointed ¢ to examine all persons they thought fit,
and to apprehend some nominated at that time.” And
the same night, the committee apprehended Mr. Waller
and Mr, Tomkins ; and, the next day, such others as
they thought fic.” !

The utmost available use was made of this dis-
covery by Pym, and the most striking was the in-
troduction of a vow against this or any similar design,
which, though nominally optional, served all the pur-
poses of a test. Tomkins and Challoner were tried and
executed ; and died acknowledging the justice of their
punishment.  Waller had disclosed so much, that on
the payment of a fine of 10,0004 and a year’s im-
prisonment, he was suffered to carry his ignominy to
France. The whole course and management of the
plot, and its diccovery, were enlarged on in the city
with Pymw’s usual adroitness and popular power, and a
copy of the claborate spcech he delivered at the Guild-
hall, < corrected by his own hand,” will be found in
the appendix.2

Still the king’s successes continued, and still the
inadequacy and slackness of Essex became more and
more apparcnt. A proclamation appeared fron Charles
promising free pardon to all, with some few excep-
tions *, on the laying down of arms. The exceptions
included Pym and Hampden, as principal traitors.

1 Hist vol iv.p 64, 67. In No 112 of King’s Pamphlets, part 14 p

18 a preposterous account of this plot, nldlmg that it was merely a * cum-
mission 1ssued by Charles agamst traitors,”” and that certain members of
the house ot commons, assuming thems(lves to be the traitors, having
found m whose hands the commission was, “on Wednesday, May the 3lst.

when the rest of their body were at church to observe the fast, some fitty
of them wentinto the house ot commons, and delegated the whote power of
the house to master Py, master Glvn, Mr. St John, sir Harry Vane the
younger, and mir Gilbert Gerard \vhn. raistng the tramed bands, seized
upan such persons as they thought were likely to cross thewr purposes, and
filled the town with all the nowse and clamour betore remembered,” &«
Ke, 'l he only effeet of this 1s to imphicate the hing more deeply in the
treachery

2 Appendix A,
9 see Parl, Hist. vol, xu. p 511, 312.
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Some of the moderate presbyterians! in the house
showed signs of wincing. The answer of Pym was
one of the boldest and most decisive measures yet
adopted. He carried up an impeachment against the
queen 2, which Hollis has commemorated in his me-
moirs as the first great victory gained by the independ.-
ents over the presbyterians, It is clear to me that
the great patriot resorted to this as a stroke of im-
mediate policy alone, and without any view to serious
measures against Henrietta. (I am equally certain that,
had Pym survived, poor feeble Laud would not have
died upon the scaffold.) Any hope of compromise with
the house of commans, as a body, after the queen’s
impeachment, was utterly hopeless.

The abuses poured out from Oxford upon Pym,
were commensurate with these services to the *“ good old
cause.” ““Mercurius Aulicus” of March the 8th, 1643,
observes : — ¢ It was carried from London, by letters
of the 2d of March, that in the house of commons, the
day before, there had been a great adoe about his ma-
jestie's proclamation, prohibiting the association pro-

I By the aud of this very party, Py was foiled more than onee in a mode.
rate and generous policy as to the conduct ot the war  From one of the
newspapers of a few months before, for instance, 1 take the following —* Jt
was advertized from London, that upon Wednesday, May 17, ot the res
commendation ot the carle of Essex, a motion was made m the house of
commons, that the countes-e of Iivers might have her coach-horses re-
stored, whiel had betore beene taken trom her by rome of the horse-tahers
tor the two houses ot parhament, which, though 1t was a very casie cour.
tesie, considering that she had been rifled by thea s themselves con-
forsed to the value ot #0,000/ . and that it sas proposed by Master P'ym
(no meane man I hope , would by 30 means passe ™

4 A message beng sent up from the lower house, to desire the lords to
sitawlnle, tor they had a matter ot groat nnportanee to commumeate to
them , ~oun” after came up Mr Pym to acquant then Jordships  that
the commons had disc harged thar consaicnces by the following vote which
they had passed  —*‘Lhat the queen had levied war agansi the parha-
ment and kingdom,” and having discharged thewr conseienees, they think
1t fit to discharge ther duty too, and said, he was commanded by the
house of commons assembled 1 parbament; 1 the name of themselves,
and of all the commons of England, to accuce and smpeach, and he did
accordingly now accuse and impeach, Henriettn Maria, queen ot England,
of high treason  And they duslr(‘* their Jordships to ssue forth pro.
(lamations to summon her to appear betore them, and recene a trial and
due sentence tor the same 1t s observable that these votes were carried
m the house of commons nem ecom. The queen had just hetore met the
hing at Ldge THil, with a reinforcement of LG foot, 50 troaps of horse
and drigoons, And 51X preces ol cannon, besides great store ol other war-
Iike ammumtion, which mnade the house of commons s0 cxasperated against
her ' — Parl. Hist, voloxat p. 465,




7288 BRITISH STATESMEN.

Jjegted and agreed upon by them ¢ between the counties
of Kent, Surrqy, Su-sex, and Hampshire ; which was
inveighed against with all possible acrimony by Mr.
Rym, whos spake against it no less than seven times,
and that with so much violence and passion that he
was faine to take breath.”  Some passages follow that
may not with propriety be quoted, concerning the
¢ hums and plaudites ”” bestowed upon ¢ this Mr. Pym.”
The same respectable journal of a few wecks later, after
describing the shift to which the commons had been
put for want of money, and a warrant circulated by
lady Waller to arrest the deserters from her husband’s
army, proceeds thus: — “This warrant a gentleman
of good credit saw this weck, which you must suppose
was drawn up at the honourable she-committee, which
is cver full of feares and sadnessc lest that yood fut
man, master Jolow Pym, shonld lose his vote. by qoing
to master Hamprden wpon some earnest  businesse.”
e tells us,” 1cjoins Needham to this in the - Mer-
curius Britannicus,” ¢ he tells us of our she-committee
again.  Aulicus, let our Jadies alone, they love not to
be handled like yours at Oxford.” Pym’s change of
residence has the honour of meuntion 1 a succeeding
“Aulicus ”: — ¢ It is significde in the same letters,
that the committee for disposing of delinquents” estates,
have appointed the carl of Derby's house in West-
minster to be a dwelling for Mr. Pym, with especial
dircetion that he be not too modest or reserved in the
use thereof ; and that others of the houses and house-
hold staffe about the tower are hike to be disposed, by
the same authoritic (to whose share, think you, will
Whitehall fall in this distribution )" On the other
hand, an opposition journal states a very handsome
tribute to the patriot, as paid by the court at Oxford :
—** Its credibly affirmed that the cavaliers do usually
drink this wicked and blasphemous health, viz.—* 1. A
hecalth to his majestie, by whom we live, move, and
have our being. 22, A health to the confusien of Pym,
! By Hampden and Pym. Sce Lafe of 1lampden, post, p. 551.
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his God, and his gospel.”” One extract more from the
Oxford court journal : — “ From Londén we ar¢ certi-
fied, that one master Carleton hath so frequently feasted
the worthy members, one whereof was nfaster Pym
(who, the world knowes, is a man of quick dispatch),
that they have eaten the said Carleton into a pretty
broken fortune. and rendered him fit to be a new
common councilman; but to make him whole again,
the worthies have preferred him to a captaine’s place
in his excellencie's aniny, where, if he thrive apace, he
may rise to be as high as Manwaring or Ven, at least
as great as the carle of Essex.”

Nor was this the only kind of attack now made upon
the patriot.  Clarendon holdly aftirms;, ¢ that his
power of doing shiewd turns was extraordinary, and
no less in deing good offices for particular persons ;
and that he did preserve many from censure, who were
under the severe displeasure of the houses, and looked
upon as awninent delinquents ; and the quality of many
of them made it believed, that he had sold that pro-
tection for valuable considerations.”® This latter de-
duction may be supposed to rest on the same authority
to which lord Clarendon has confessed himself indebted
for other slanders against the patriot — that of ¢ an
obscure person or two.” 1 The incident, without
the deduction, would have better deserved mention, as
an evidence of 'ym's generosity and himdness. But
the wonder would have beeny if such a forward and
emnent person as Pym, in times of such exasperation,
had escaped these fiercest slanders. They passed unnoticed
by himieelf 5 but the commons themselves interfered at
last.  When sir John Hothain, for instance, hiought to
the bar of the house for desertion to the king, was asked,
< W hether he knew of any members of that house, or of
the lords, that had conveyed any ticasure beyond seas ?
1le answered, he knew of none, if he were to die that
instant.  And being again asked, whether he knew
that Mr. Pym had conveyed any treasure i like

1 See the text restored in Clarendon, vol 1 p 493,
YOL. 111, u
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manner ; with some astonishment he asked, — if that
question was asked him in earnest ? protested he knew
nothing of it, and that he had never reported any such
thing.” I will quote the sequel of this, as it is given
in the Parliamentary History.! ¢ In the course of
these examinations, the reader may observe, that Mr.
Pym is mentioned as charged with some indirect prac-
tices. To do justice to that great man, on the same
day, Sir Kdward Bainton, a member of the house of
commons was sent for, charged with saying, that
the Lord Say and Mr. Pym had betrayed the ‘west and
north ; and being demanded, whether he had spoke
those words charged upon him, answered : — he did not
speak them as they were there laid down, Being then
demanded what he had spoken to that purpose; an-
swered, that he had learned, since he had sat here, that
he ought not to speak anything here that reflected to
the prejudice of another member; and therefore de-
sired to be excused, unless he were enjoined and
commanded. Whereupon, he was enjoined to speak
the whole truth; and then he said, that he did not
say that Mr. Pym had betrayed the west, but that he
had betrayed his county ; which he did, by being a
means of detaining him in prison, who only was able to
maintain and preserve that county, till the said county
was quite lost, notwithstanding many orders made for
his bringing up. As for betraying the north, he knew
nothing more of that than he had heard in the house,
which sounded bad enough ; viz., that the offer of the
lord Savile and sir William Savile, to deliver up to
the parliament’s forces York, and that whole county, if
they might not be prejudiced in their persons and
estates, was prevented : adding, that he had heard it
said and affirmed, with solemn and deep oaths and
protestations, that the lord Cottington had treated with
his majesty for the pardon of the lord Say and Mr. Pym ;~
and that if they had had the preferments they expected,
we had not been brough to the condition we now are
in. Being demanded from whom he heard this, an-
3 Parl. Hiet. vol. xu. p 379,
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swered, it was from the lord Grandison’s brother,
lieutenant~-colonel Brett, and serjeant-major Juques,
all officers in the king's army, and prisoners with him at
Gloucester. Mr. Pym, in answer to the charge, pro-
tested solemnly, that he never had intercourse with
the lord Cottington, by onc means or other, since
difference between the king and parliament. That he
never received but two messages from him since this
parliament began ; the one was by sir Arthur Ingram,
long before he dicd ; the other by sir Benjamin Rud-
yard. Upon the whole, the commons voted the charge
laid upon Mr. Pym by sir Edward Bainton, to he
false and scandalous ; and that the said sir Edward
should be forthwith sent to the Tower, there to remain
a prisoner during the pleasure of the house.”
Increasing in malignity, however, Pyw's slanderers
now fixed upon his religious faith and personal relation
to the king, and levelled such monstrous charges
against him in regard to both, that he thought it neees-
sary at last to issue a “ declaration and vindication, ”’
which will be found at length in the Appendix.! In
this, with great modesty of language and feeling, he
compares his fate with that of © the orator and patriot
of his country, Cicero.” ¢ I will not,”” he says, ¢ be
50 arrogant as to parallel myself to that worthy ; yet
my case, if we may compare lesser things with great,
hath to his a very near resemblance ; the reason I am
so much maligned and reproached by ill-affected persons
being, because | have been forward in advancing the
affairs of the kingdom, and have been taken notice of
for that forwardness ; they, out of their malice, con-
verting that to a vice, which, without boast he it spoken,
1 esteem my greatest virtue.” He concluded with
affirming his continued attachment to a fonn of limited
and constitutional monarchy in England. Such a mo-
narchy?, had his life and that of Ilampden been spared,
1 Appendix E
2 Shortly before the death of Pym, the elector palatine sent letters to

the parhiament, declarivg his satisfaction with the covenant, and besnoaning
the conduct of his brother, prince Rupert, i fighting against the legis-

u 2
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would, in all probability, have resulted from the war;
and the settlement of its conditions, and of the true
extent of the power and authority of the people, would
doubtless have put to shame the feeble and uncertain
settlement of 1688. But this hope was already vain.

News of Hampden’s death had reached London, and
Pym felt himself sinking under a gradual and wearing
illness. His labours had overtasked his strength. Still
he appeared in the house of commons, however, and
had still one of the greatest achievements of his life to
perform.}

Sanguine hopes prevailed at Oxford that the way to
London was open at last. Waller was routed in the
west, and the strong places were in Charles’s hands.
Gainsborough was re-captured, and Hull in imminent
danger. The queen joined the king with a reinforce-
ment, and London was without an army or fortifications
for its defence.  But Pym was there ! The Mercurius
Aulicus had heard of his illness, however, and took
occasion to throw out the following significant hint : —
“ We are heare very glad to heare that the French
ambassadour is most certainly arrived, and doth now
reside at Sommerset House ; the king and queen doe
both desire that he may be the happy meancs to settle
peace in this kingdome, and that Pym, if he be sicke,
for so we arc certifide by letters, may live to sec the

lative bodv  This very constitutiomal allegiance obtaned, ¢ entually,
for the clector, a pension from the parhament more than equiva-
ient to that which he had been accastomed to recene from the hing.
The clector huneelf arrived in ngland just after Pym’'s decease  Isit
possible that something more than this grant, trustrated by the patnot’s
death, had been seeretly m amtation, and that Pyvm bad onginally con.
templated the mtroduction of this electoral prince as the founder of a new
1oval dynasty, 1f 1t became necessary to depose Charles T %

I In a recent compilation, entitled ** Memoirs ot Sclden,” Pym receives
casual mention, at this period, as having simgular wmfuence  * Mr.
Baillie,” savs the compler, “ gives this instance of the populanty of
Mr Pym,n 1643, On Wednesday, Mr Pym was carried from his house
to Westminster, on the shoulders of the chief men in the lower house, all
the house gomng m procession hefore mm**"  Peor Mr Baulhe httie
thought the use his deseription of the patriot's funeral would be put to!
It was, alas! the dead bady of Pym thus carried by his old friends to
ts last resting place, in testumony of their aftectionate respect.



JOHN PYAM. 205

king againe, and, by asking God forgivenesse, may die
in his bed ; a mercy which he does not deserve.” This
perfidious suggestion availed nothing. Pym was not
yet so ill, but that he retained his intellect, and, with
that, his power ; and now he used them both, with a
last and memorable effect, against the king.

Essex, despairing, or willing to compromise, wrote to
the house of lords !, advising accommodation. A
petition was voted accordingly, and was taken into con-
sideration by the commons after a vehement struggle ;
but uitimately, by the nnparallcled efforts of Pym and
St. John, a majority of two was obtained against it.
All the pulpits of London were brought into requi-
sition, and the people wrought to the last pitch of po-
litical and religious enthusiasm.  Yet the danger of the
defenceless state of the capital 1emained unprovided
against, and the discontent of Essex himself threatened
the worst of dangers.  Then it was that Pym nobly
discharged himselt of his last duty to the commonwcalth,
and, oppressed with illness as he was, presented himself
with St. John, at the tent of Essex, and there. as
Clarendon says 2, by *“ his power and dexterity, wholly

L]

1 Many of the lowds, originally left in the executive, were now sighing
wnce more for the court, and several unseemly «xlubitions had ab .y
tahen place between them and the more resolute wembers ot the come
mons  The following 14 from o curions panphict of the time —* 'he
comimittee tor the bouse of commons, which came frow Oxford, made a
celation to the house of his myesty's answer, which was much com.
tnended and ey tolled by all e e meng amt thought to be hoth tall and
satistactornie, but that upon the other side it was o farre trom pleasing the
engged maligrant party, that raaster Martyn saud expressiv ytogt was
rather to he scorned than siswere b and tinally, that at a conference the
came day betwint the howses, for giving some answer to e majeshie's
messages, 10 the pamnted Chamber, thie Caele of Northunberland, standing
by the fire, ashed master Martsn whom he found therey why he hrake
open certan letters which were sent to lam to Oxtord tor such a sauey
trick had been put upon hin', and findnig httle reason toratan s reply,
pave hi a bastiado with lus cane, and a Wow with s fist, whereupon
Martyn, gettig near hun, Cght ban hy the collar of his doubilet, or, az
some say, by s Gemge, which oceasioned divers ot the standers by to
draw thoir swords, amongst whom, the carl of Pembroke 1s sad to be one,
and uaster Pyt anather  And gt was certitied, with all, that the quar-
re!l 12 a0 much resented, that the commaons have voted 1t 1o be a breach of
their privilege, and the tords of theirs ™

2 «Mr Pym,” he olerves, ** always opposed all overtures of peace and
accommodation , and when the earl of Essex wac disposed, the last summer,
hy those lords, to an inclination towards a treaty, as s betore remetnbr rod,
Mr Pym's power and dextenty wholly ehnged him, and wrought hin to
that temper, which he afterwards swerved not trom.  He was wondertully

v 3
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changed him, and wrought him to that temper which
he afterwards swerved not from.” In other words, he
assured Essex of the support and confidence of the
house, opened his eyes to the king’s particular resent-
ments and personal character, and confirmed him in his
duty. It has been truly said, in reference to this self-
possessed sagacity and courage, that * men actuated by
either extreme of violent temper or vulgar prudence,
would have removed from the command a general whom
they had reason to distrust.” Pym’s nobler policy held
together the army without a flaw, and, from that hour,
the tide of fortune gradually turned.

He did not live to sce this, but the wise conscious-
ness of what he had done was consolation sufficient for
such a mind. The hand of death was now upon him.
Some disgraceful riots broke out at this time, in consc-
quence of the wants and deprivations incident to the
war ; and, according to Rushworth, a great multitude of
the wives of substantial citizens, assisted by a large body
of men in women’s clothes, came to the house of com-
mons with a petition for peace, and blocked up the door
for two hours. “ Give us the traitor Pym!” they
cried, ¢ that we iflay tear him in pieces ! Give us the
dog ’ym !" but a troop of horse dispersed them.  The
traitor or the patriot I'ym,—the words may be proba-
bly thought synenymous here, — was then lying on his
death-bed.

The house of commons, anxious to give their great
leader one proof of confidence more, had conferred on
him, in November, the all-important office of lieu-
tenant-general of the ordnance of the kingdom ; but
from this moment he sank rapidly.  With gloating ex-
pectation, his death was waited for by the royalists.
“ From London we hear that Pym is crawling to his
grave as fast as he can,” writes I'revor to the marquess

solicitous for the Scots commg to their ascistance, though his indisposition
of boddy wis a0 great, that it nught well have made another impression upon
s mind.” — History, vol.wv. p. $0, H1.
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of Ormonde, in a letter dated from Oxford in December. !
A yet more striking evidence of this feeling is supplied
in the following extract from the Parliament Scout,
published some days before : — ¢ We have given the
enemy a great and notable defeat this wcek, if our news
hold true ; for whereas they have for many weeks ex-
pected the death of master Pym, and horses have stood
ready in severall stables, and almost eaten out their
heads, for those that were to go with the news to Oxford,
and had promise of great reward and knighthood that
brought it first, now he is like to recover, and to sit in
the house of commons again, to facilitate business
there, and see an end of the miseries of England ; and
this will trouble the other party more, by far, that heis
mending, than the rout that sir William Waller gave
to sir Ralph Hopton on Tuesday last.”

Very vain was this hope, for on the 8th of De-
cember, 1643, Pym diced at Derby House. An account
of the Jast moments of his sickness has been left by
one * who knew him intimately through life, and at-
tended his death-bed.  From that we learn that he
maintained the same “ evenness of spirit which he had
in the time of his health ; professing to myself that it
was to him a most indifferent thing to live or die: if he
Iised, he would do what service he could ; if he died,
he should go to that God whom he had served, and
who would carry on his work by some others ;:—and to
others he sad, that if Iis life and death were put into
a balance, he would not willingly cast in one dram to
turn the balance cither way.  This was his temper all
the time of his sickness.” The same interesting me-
morial tells us that *“such of his family or friends who
endeavoured to be near him, (lest he should faint away
in his weakness), have overhcard him impbrtunately
pray for the king's majesty and his posterity, for the
parliament and the public cause ; for himself begging
nothing. And a little before his;n(l, hating recorered

Carte's Letters, vol. 1. p 20.
3 Dr. Marshall, sn his funeral sermon, 1644,

v 4
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out of @ swound, seeing his friends weeping around him
he cheerfully told themn, ¢ he had looked death in the
JSuce, and knew, and therefore feared not, the worst it
could do, assuring them that his heart was filled with
more comfoit and joy which he felt from God, than his
tongue was able to utter ;’ and (whilst a reverend
minister was at prayer with him) he quictly slept with
his God.” After reading this calm and affecting account
of the last moments of this immortal advocate of civil and
religious freedomn, no one will fecl disposed to deny the
Jjustness of that prophecy, in which the good and ami-
able Baxter has indulged intranslating Pyin into heaven :
— < Surely” (I quote from the « Saint’s Everlasting
Re<t ” of that good man), € swely Py is now a meni-
ber of a more knowing, unerring, well-ordered, 1ight-
aiming, self-denying, unanimous, honourable, triumph.
ant senate, than that from whence he was taken !”

On the news of Pym’s deathl] cay the authors of the
Parliamentary History,  the house of commons showed
a respect to his memory that is without precedent in
the whole course ot these inquiries.  For we find, in
the journals, ¢ that a committee, there named, was
appointed to consider of the estate of Mr. Pym, de-
ceased, and to ofter what they thk fit to be done in
consideration of 1t to the house ; likewise, to tuke care
to prepare a monument for him, at the charge of the
commonwealth.” It was also ordered, “that the bady of
Mr. Pym be interred in Westminster Abbey, without
any charge for breaking open the ground there; and
that the speaker, with the whole house, do accompany
his body to the interment.’” 2

' Welcome news, of course, at Oxford 1 extract from The Kingdome's
Weelly Post, * with bis packet ot bettors publishing his message to the aty
and country2'—* Itis every where remarkably observed concernibg the
taking of Alton the particulary whercof are suff v commund to the hng.
dome already, our Post not using to relate what hath been printed betore that
the vory same day that there was a greal feast at Oxpord, and greal pre-
pasations made for boncfivis that wght, which waes done coordgly
The reason was, por that they heard that master Pon wrasdiad , andat was
observed that many c.ual‘lﬂ at Oxtond drank that day the confusien of
the roundheads, and particufirly wir Willlam Waller

* Parl Ihst. vol xi p 4ol "From the ** Kingdom's Weckly Intelh.
gencer,” 1 take the tollowing : —** ‘T'he parhament so highly honours the
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On the 15th of December, what remained of the
great patriot  was buried,” says Clarendon!, “ with
wonderful pomp and magnificenee, in that place where
the bones of our English kiiigs and princes are com-
mitted to their rest.” The body, followed by Charles
and Alexander Pymi, was carried from Derby House to
Waestminster Abbey on the shoulders of the ten chief
gentlemen of the house of commons, in the deepest
mourning : -— Denzil Hollis, sir Arthur Hazlerig, sir
Henry Vane the younger, Oliver Saint John, Strode, sir
Gilbert Gerard, sie John Clotworthy, sir Nevil Poole, sir
John Wray,and Mr. Knightley ; “and was accompanied ”
(says the authonity I quote, the < Perfect Diurnall * of the
following week), “ by both houses of lurds and com-
mons in parhament, all in mourning, by the assembly of
divines, by many other gentlemen of quality, and with
two heralds of armes before the corpse bearing his
crest.  His funeral sermon was made by Mr. Marshall,
who tooke his text out of the 7th of Micah, part of the
first and sccond verses, in these words: ¢ Woe is me,
for the good man hath periched out of the carth.””

A few extracts trom this noble and affecting ser-
mon may fitly close this attempt to do tardy justice
to the Ife and memory of Pym.?

raemars ot waster Py that they have ordered amoouument to be erected
Drhe bty at Westminstrr, whiore he s to e antened, and the house of
comninons Fave appomnted thetiselves to accompany the corpse to the grave,
so ghly o they value and estecne the menits wnd desery s of %o gond,
s oncdlont apatnet, and commnonwealth’s man They have also taken
order i regard moaster Fyin hath not onely spent s hife i the service
of the hingaome, hat o<t his eatate, that a specral? care be tahen tor o
subastence for WS shns, who are hewnse m the seretee of the parbament
and dongdume , 3t hemg o thing vers considerable and ran srhable, that
e fatier s care was 5o totally tahen up tor the good ot the publique, that
L cven neglected a nec esvary care to provide for his ehildren ™

P 1mas here sulyomn one’or two points from this writcr's character of
[y “Fhe man part of it has afready been nohiced 1o these pages 4 No
man had 1ore to auswer for the nuseries ot the hingdom, or hiad his hand
or head deeper i their contrivance  And yet, | bebeve, they grew much
higher, cven i hicbife, than he desgned | Besides the exaét knowledge
ot the toring and crders of parhament, which few men had, he had a
very comnels and grave way of expressing himself, with great volulbality of
wards, natural and proper, and umderstood temper and atlections ot
the hingdon as well as any man , and had ol ved the errors and mis-
tihesin government ; and hnew well how to make them appear greater
than they were  He seemed to all men to have the greatest imBuence upon
the house of commons of any man; and, in truth, 1 think he way the mioat
popular man, and the most able to do hurt, that hath hved i any time,”

% A volume might be filled with the various characters of the patriot
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“ Our parliament is weakened,” said this eloquent
and earnest preacher, ““our armies wasted, our treasure
exhausted, our enemiesgincreased ; and of those few able
hearts, heads, and hands, who abode faithfull to this great
cause and worke in hand, it might even stab us to the
very heart to thinke how many of them the Lord hath
even snatcht away, in the middest of their worke, and
our greatest need ! That excellent spirited lord, the
lord Brooke ; that rare man, master John Hamp-
den; that true-hearted Nathaniel, master Arthuy
Goodwin (pardon me, I beseech you, though 1 men-
tion them amongst these friends, who cannot thinke of
them without bitternesse) — ¢ How are these mighty
men fallen in the midst of the battell, and the

with which the various publications now, and for many wecks after, teemed
1 will ouly quote, as a specunen, an ** Llegie " which gppeared *an decp
mourning ** n the Mercurius Britannicus,

“ No ) mmature nor sullen fate
Iud his ynmortall soule translate,
e passed gram ly bence, even
Hept s old pace, trom carth to heaven!
He bad a soule tid always stand
Open tor businesse, hike his hande.
He took n s0 much, 1 could call
Hium more than mdividuall,
And 5o much businesse wated by,
Would scarcely give hum leave to die
He kuew the bounde, and esery thing
Betwixt the people and the hing,
e could the just proportions draw
Betwixt prero:ative and law
e hived a ptnot here so late,
He knew each svllable ot state,
That had our charters all becae gone,
Inhim we had the m ceer y one
He durst be good, and at that time
When mnocenee was halt @ erime
He had seene death betore he wert,
Once had it as a token sent
He surteited on state atfairs,
Dv'd on a pleurisie of caires, N
Nor doth he now his mourners lache,
We have tew »oules but go i blacke,
And for his rake have now put on
A solemne meditation,
‘Feares are too narrow dropps for hum,
And privatggighes, too strait for I'ying
Nowe can cMpleately Pym lament,
But somcthing ke a partiament !
The publsche sorrow of a atate
Is but a gricfe commensurate
e must enacted passtons have
And laws for weeping at his grave.”
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weapons of warre perished! the beauty of our Israel
is slaine in the high places! ... And now we meet
to lament the fall of this choice and excellent man,
in whose death the Almighty testifies against us, and
even fills us with gall and wormwood. 1 know you
come hither to mourn ; so fully prepared for it, that
although 1 am but a dull oratour to move passion, I
may serve well enough to draw ont those tears, where-
with your hearts and eyes are so big and full. There is
no necd to call for the ¢ mourning women, that they
may come ; and for cunning women, that they may
take up a wailing, to helpe your eyes to run downe
with teares, and your eye-lids to gush out with waters;’
the very looking down upon this beere, and the naming
of the man whose corpes are here placed, and a very
hittle speech of his worth, and our miserable losse, is
enough to make this assembly, like Rachel, not only
to lift up a voice of mourning, but even to refuse to be
comforted . . .. I am called to speake of a man so eminent
and excellent, so wise and gracious, so good and usefull,
whose works so praise hun in every gate, that if |
should altogether hold my tongue, the cluldren and
babes (1 had almost said, the stones) would speak :
upon whose heise could I scatter the swectest flowers,
the highest expressions of 1hetoricke and eloquence,
vou would thimke I fell short of his worth ; you would
say, this very name, Jonn Pyvw, expresseth more then
all my words could doe. Should I say of him, as they
of Titus, that he was ¢amor ct delicie generis hu-
mam ;" should I say of his death, as once the Sicilians
upon the Grecians' departure, ¢ Totum ver peritt ex anto
Sialiano ;" should 1 say, he was not onely as onc of
David’s thirtic worthies, but one of the three, one of
the first thiee, even the first and chiefe of them, the
Tachmonite who sate in the seat: should I say, our
whole land groancth at his death, as the carth at the
fall of a great mountaine, I might do it without cnvie
in this asscmbly.”

“ 1 shall forbeare,” doctor Marshall continued,
“to speake any thing of his family, education, na-
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turall endowments; his cleare understanding, quick
apprehension, singular dexteritie in dispatch of busi-
ness ; his other morall eminences, in his justice, pa-
tience, temperance, sobriety, chastity, liberality, hos-
pitality ; his extreme humanity, affability, curtesie,
cheerfulnesse of spirit in every condition; and (as a
just reward and sweet just fruit of all these) the high
and deare esteeme and respect which hee had purchased
in the hearts of all men of every ranke, who were
acquainted with him ; such onely excepted, of whom to
bee loved and well reported, is scarce compatible with
true vertue.  All men, who knew him, either lov'd or
hated him in extremity : such as were good, extremely
delighted in him, as taken in a sweet captivity with his
matchiesse worth ; the bad as much hated him, out of
their antipathy againstit. . . His excellent, useful
spirit was accompanicd with three admirable properties,
wherein he excelled all that ever I knew, and most
that ever 1 read oll First, such singlenesse of heart,
that no by-respect could any whit sway him ; no re-
speet of any friend: he regarded them in their due
place, but he knew uncither brother, kinsinan, nor friend,
superior nor inferior, when they stood in the way to
hinder his pursuit of the publike good: ¢inagis amica
respublica :” and he used to say, € Such a one is my cn-
tire friend, to whom I am much obliged; but T must
not pay my private debts out of the publike stock.’
Yca, no self.respect, no private ends of his owne or
family, were in any degree regarded, but himselt and
his were wholly swallowed up in the care of the publike
safety ; insomuch that when friends have often put him
in mind of his family and postetity, and prest him, that
although he regarded not himself, yet he ought to
provide that it might be well with his family (a thing
which they thought he might ecasily procure), his or-
dinary answer was, ‘ if it went well with the publike,
his fawmily was well enough.’  Secondly, such constancy
and resolution, that no feare of danger, or hope of
reward, could at any time so wmuch as unsettle him.
Ilow often was his life in danger? What a world of
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threats and menaces have bin sent him from time to
time? Yet 1 challenge the man that ever saw him shaken
by any of them, or thereby diverted from, or retarded in,
his right way of advancing the publike good. Nor could
the offers of the greatest promotions (which England
could afford) in any way be a block in his way : in
that he was as anosher Moses (th'only man whom God
went about to bribe), who desired that hee and lus
might never swim, if the cause of God and his people
did ever sinke: his spirit was not so low, as to let the
whole world prevaile with him so far as to hinder his
work, much lesse to be his wages.  Thirdly, such vn-
weariablenesse, that from thiecof theclock in the morning
to the evening, and from evenimng to midnight, this was
his constant employment (cxcept only the time of his
drawing mgh to God), to be some way or other helpfull
towards the publihe good ; burning out his candle to
give hght to others. Who knows not all this to bec
true, who knew this man’s converstaion ? Not onely
since the timne of this parliament, but for many yeers
together, hath he beene a great pillar to uphold our
sinking frame ; a master workman, labouring to re-
paire our 1umous house ; and under the weight of this
worhe hath the Lord permitted this rare workman to be
overthrown,”

Allusion was now made to one of the rovalist fa-
bricavons!, which had assailed the gieat statesman’s
wemory, and which 1« worth xtracting, since it re-
mains treasured up in the pages of Clarendon : —
* It may bee some of you expect I should confute
the calumnie« and reproaches which that gencration of
men who envied his life, doe already begin to spread
and <ct up m hibels concerning his dcath : as that hec
died raving, crying out against that cause wherein he
had beene so great an instrument ; charging him to dic

! See Clarendon, vol.iv . 43h. An official statement, signed by the
fawous sir Lhemdore Mayerne, subsequently appcared, and will be tound in
Appendix U, Whitelock savs, afte a singular imstake as to the date of

the death, **at was behieved that the multitude of his husmess and cares
wd s breek his spint and bealth, that it brought his death
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of that loathsome disease, which that accursed Balsack,
in his booke of sianders against Mr. Calvin, charged
him to dye of. But I forbeare to spend time needlesly,
to wipe off those reproaches, which I know none of
you believe. And this will satisfy the world against
such slanders ; that no lesse than eight doctors of phy-
sick, of unsuspected integrity, apd some of them
strangers to him (if not of different religion from him),
purposely requested to be present at the opening of his
body ; and well neere a thousand people, first and last,
who came, many of them out of curiosity, and werc
freely permitted to sec his corpse, can and doe abun-
dantly testifie the falschood and foulnesse of this re-
port.”

“ Verily,” concluded this fearless and virtuous
divine ‘“ when I consider how God hath followed
us with breach upon breach, taken away all those
worthy men I before mentioned, and all the other
thihgs wherein the Lord hath brought us low ; and
now this great blow, to follow all the rest, I am ready
to call for such a mourning as that of Iadadrimon in
the valley of Megiddon.  But mistake me not! I do not
meane that you should mourne for him, you his deare
children ; you right honourable lords and commons,
who esteeme him little lesse then a father ; I mean not
that you should mourne for him! his worke is done,
his warfare is accomplished ; he is delivered from sin
and sorrow, and from all the evils which we may
feare are comming upon our selves: hee hath received
at the Lord’s haund a plentifull reward for all his la-
bours. I bescech you, let not any of you have one
sad thought touching him. Nor, would T have you
mourne out of any such apprchension as the enemies
have, and for which they rejoice ; as if our cause were
not good; or wee should lose it for want of hands and
heads to carry it on: No, No, DELOVED, THIS CAUSE
MUST PROSPER ; AND ALTHOUGH WE WERE ALL DEAD,
OUR  ARMIES OVERTHROWN, AND EVEN OUR PARLIA-
MENTS DISSOLVED, THIS CAUSE MUST PREVAIL.”
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Alexander Pym diced some short time after his father,
but Charles survived him many years; and on the
restoration, though he had continued in the ranks of the
parliamentarian army, was created a baronet. 1t may
be added that, on an investigation by the committee of
the House of Commons appointed to inquire into the
patriot’s estate, it was found necessary, not only to votc
10,000 for the settlement of the debts it was dis-
covered to be involved in, but also to pension this son,
Charles, upon the parliament.  No precedent existed
for such votes as these, but the House justly decided
that »o specially eminent a case was not likely to have
occurred before.  In these proceedings, at least, the lie
was peremptorily given to those slanders on the patriot’s
public virtue, which had represented him, some years
before his death, privately amassing the public m%ﬁcy
for his own pecuhar ends.

Sinee the early sheets of this memoir went to press,
some information respecting the family and cstate of the
Pyms has been kindly communicated to me by a gentle-
man who was recently connected with their native
county of Somersetshire, and whose interest in the sub-
jeet of these researches 1s another testimony to his dis-
tingwished zeal in the public cause.  Mr. Leader tells
me that the estate of the Pyms must, originally, have been
very extensive, but that, of the old mansion house, a
lurge porch, with a pointed gothic doorway aud gothice
pinnacles, is all that remains to attest its splendour or
picturesquencss,  In addition to their estate of Bry-
more, which the family held, in direct issue, from the
reign of Henry 111, to that of Charles 11., my in-
formant acquaints me, on the authority of the present
owner of Brymore (the hon. Mr. Bouverie, lord
Radnor’s brother), that they held also the estate of
Woollavington 1n the same county, which is still occa-
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sionally called ¢ Woollavington Pym.” From a patent
of baronctcy now in Mr. Bouverie’s possession, it would
appear, moreover, that Charles I’ym’s dignity was first
conferred upon him in 1658 by Richard Cromwell,
immediately upon the death of Oliver, and received
subsequent confirmation from Charles 11.

The following detailed account of the family of the
Pyms is kinlly furnished to me by Mr. Leader, from
Collinson’s Iistory of Somersetshire, under the title of
the < Hundred of Cannington :” —

““ On the west side of this parish is an ancient estate
called Brymore, formerly part of the loidship of Rad-
way ahove mentioned, and held from thence by the
service of the tenth part of a knight's fee.  Geffrey dé
Bramora held it in the beginning of the reign of Ienry
111, ; soon after which it was possessed by QOdo, son of
Durand de Derleigh, who conveyed the same to William
Fitchet, and he to Elias Pym.

& This Ehas Pym was father of several children,
William, John, and Roger, his eldest son and heir, who
possessed this estate 27 Edward 1.

““ The cldest son and successor of this Roger was of
his own name, and hore on his seal a shltiie between
four quatrefoils. He died 23 Edward 1II., and was<
succeeded by  Elias his brother; after whose death,
without children, the inheritance devolved to Philip the
third son, who, 50 Edward I1I1., being then parson of
Kentisbury, in Devonshire, conveyed all his right heremn
to Philip Pym, son of Henry his brother, and to the
heirs of the said Philip.

“ Philip Pym was dead before 1 Henry IV. Hehad
two sons by his first wife Emmota, daughter and coheir
of Alexander de Camelis, whose names were Roger and
William ; by his second wife he had also a son called
Elias, to whom he gave several estates in Dulverton and
Brumpton- Regis.

“ Roger P’ym, the eldest son, mariied Joan, daughter
and coheir of John Trivet, of Sidbury in Devonshire,
a younger branch of the family of Trivet of Durborough.
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This Roger was possessed of Brymore from the 1st year
of Henry 1V. to 18 Henry V1., in which last year he
was succeeded by Philip, his eldest son. The coat of
this Philip was a bull’s head within a wreath. He was
living 16 Edward 1V., and had two sons, Roger, his
successor, and Philip.

Roger Pym married Joan, daughter and heir of John
Gilbert, of Wollavington, by Alianor, daughter and
coheir of William Doddisham. e was living the last
year of Edward 1V., at which time he made over all
his estate lying at Brymore, Wollavington, and other
places, to his son Alexander.

“ Which Alexander mariied Thomasine, daughter of
Williain Stainings, esq., and died 8 Henry VIIL He
was succeeded by Reginald Pym, his cldest son, who,
by Mary. daughter of Thomas Dabridgecourt, was
father of Erasmus Pym, and grandfather of the fammous
John Pyin, esq., member for the borough of Favistock.
+ ¢ This John, by Anna, daughter of Johu Ilookgy,
esq.. was father of several ehildren 5 the eldest of whom,
Charles, was, on the restoration, made a baronet, and
was succeeded in his honour and estates by a son of his
own name ; who dying without issue, the estate fell to
lus sister Mary, the wife of sir Thomas Hales, bart.,
progemitor of the present sir Phalip Hales, hart.”

This was at the close of the last century  Rinee that
penod, the estate of Brymore has passed, by will, from
Miss Hales, the last descendant of the Pyms, to Mr.
Bouicrie, its present possessor.

VOL. 11I. X
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JOHN HAMPDEN.
1594—1643.

An outline of the life of Hampden is all that will now
be required for the purposes of this work. So little, after
the most extensive researches, is known of the man,
that all may, unfortunately, be very briefly told: his
history is written in the great public actions he forwarded
through life, and in the assertion and defence of which
he died ; and these have already been minutely recorded,
in the foregoing memoir of the dearest and most inti-
mate of his friends, and the most eminent of his great
fellow.labourers. Such are the only, though the suf-
ficient, rccords that permanently attest the wondcrful
influence of his character ; for, of all the speeches he
delivered in the house of commons only one remains,
and even its authenticity is more than dgubtful.

John Hampden was born in London !, in 1504 ; ten
years after the arth of Pym. The family may be tiaced
i an unbioken line fiom the Saxon times. Lt reccived
from Edward the Confessor the grant of the estate and
residence in Buekinghamshire, from which the name is
derived, and which in Deomsday Book are entered as in
the possession of Baldwyn de Hampden.  Escaping from
the rapacity of the Norman princes, and strengthoned by
rich and powerful alhances, it continued in direct male
succession, and inereased m influence and wealth, Noble
says, in his € Memons  of the Protectoral 1ouse
of Cromwell 2, with which, as well as with the old
ancestors of Jord Say and Sele, the family of the Hamp-
dens were allied, that few were so opulent in the four.

U This rests n the authonty of Wood, who ascertamned 1t 1 disputably

by reterence to the matriculation buoky at Oxtord,
? Yol pout,
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teenth century as this family, but that one of them was
then obliged to forfeit to the crown the three valuable
manors of Tring, Wing, and Ivengo, for a blow given
to the Black Prince in a dispute at tennis ; and that by
this only he escaped without losing his hand. A rude
couplet, still remembered in that part of the kingdom,
sustains the tradition : —

* Tring, Wing, and Tvengo, did go
Lor striking the black prince a blow.”

This story, indeed, has not been suffered to pass
without many doubts ; but whether true or not, it has
served no mean purpose in giving a name to one of the
noblest works of romantic fiction in these latter times.
Sir Walter Scott possessed himself of the tradition, as
of every other, and the shape he received it in will be
thought a corroboration of it, when compared with the
versions of Noble and Lysons : —

Tr.ng, Wing, and Ivanhoe

1o striking o' a hlow

Hunpden did torego

And glad he could escape po!
—Be the story true or false, however, no doubt the pro-
perty of the Hampdens at this period was very exten-
sive.  They were not only rich and flomishing in their
own county, but cnjosed considerable possessions in
Essex, Berhshire, and Oxfordshire.  In Buckingham.
shire, lluy were Jords of Great and Little Hanpden,
Stoke Mandeville, Kimble, Prostwood, Dunten, Hog-
gestone, and Hartwell, and had lands in many other
parishes. They appear to have been distingmshed in
chivalry ; they were often entrusted with civil authority,
and represented their native county in several parlia-
ments.  We find, in the rolls of parliament, that some
lands were escheated from the family on account of their
adberence to the party of Henry VI, and that they
were excepted from the general act of rectitution in the
Ist Edward TV, Edmund Hampden was one of the
esquires of the body, and privy counscllor, to [lemy VI
And, in the suceeeding reign, we find < sir John Hamp.
den of the ILIL” appointd, with others, ) attend

x 2
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upon the English queen at the interview of the sove-
reigns in the Field of Cloth of Gold. It is to his
daughter, Sibel Hamupden, who was nurse to the Prince
of Wales, afterwards Edward VI,, and ancestress to
William Penn, of Pennsylvania, that the monument is
raised in Hampton ehurch, Middlesex, which records so
many virtues and s®much wisdom.! During the reign
of Elizabeth, Grifilh Hampden, having served as high
sheriff of the county of Buckingham, represented it in
the rarliament of 1585. By him the queen was re-
ceived with great magnificence at his mansion at Hamp-
den, which he had in part rcbuilt and much enlarged.
An cxtensive avenue was cul for her passage through
the woods to_the house ; and a part of that opening,
Jord Nugent says, is still to be scen on the brow of the
Chilterns from maay niles around, and retains the name
of ““ 'The Queen’s Gap,” in commermoration of that visit.
Ilis eldest son, Williain, who sneceeded him in 1501,
was member, in 1393, for East Looce, then a consider-
able borongh.  He married Elizabeth, second daughter
of sir Henry Cromwell, of Ilinchinbrooke in Tunting-
donshire, and aunt to the protector, and died in 1597,
leaving two song, Johu and Richard, the latter of whom,
in after times, resided at Emmington in Oxfordshire.

T'he fact of London having been the birth-place of the
patriot has been disputed, but apparently witheut 1eason.
11e was 1eported to have been horn at the manor house,
long in the possession of his family, at Hoggestone, in
the hundred of Cottlesloe, in Buckinghamshite ;—it was
only so said, because the people of that county adored his
name.  Succeeding to his father’s estate in his infancy,
Hampden remained for some years under the care of
Richard Bouchier, master of the free grammar school
at Thame in Oxfordshire.?  In 1609, he was entered

! See a copy in Noble's Cromwell, vol 1. p 64, This s an extract *—

To coutte ahe called was, to toster up a hng,

Whose helpig hand long lingering sutes to speedie end did bring.

‘Twoo Queenes that seeptre bore, gave creadst to the Dame

Full many yeres in cowrte she dwelte, without disgrace or Llame
Query — Do these lingering sutes in any way allude to the royalquarrels of

her ancestor
3 Anthony Wood.
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as a commoner at Magdalen college, Oxford, where his
attainments gained him reputation, and he was chosen,
with others, among whom was Laud, then master of St,
John’s, to write the Oxford gratulations on the marriage
of the elector palatine with the princess Elizabeth.! In
1613 he entered the Inner Temple, as a student of law.
And now, whether, at this youthful period, he had been
induced, from his cheerful habits and fascinating man-
ners, to enter into the dissipations of the age, and had
begun the life of * great plewsure and Jicence,” which
Clarendon -, not. as it seems, unjustly, has charged upon
hus carlier years, we have no means of knowing ; but it
is certain that he never, at any peried of his hfe, aban-
doned intellectual exertion, or neglecte® the literary *
labours to which his taste always inclined lnm.  Accord-
ingly, at the Inner Temple, he did not fail to make
considerable progress m his new study ; and we find the
courtier, s Philip Warwich, bearing testimony to his
< great hnowledge, both of scholarshup and law.” Nor
does the next circumestance of his life, to which our at-
tention is directed, indicate any taste on his part for
“licence " of the more abandoned sort. Ile was married
in the chureh of Pyrton, in Oxfordshire ¢, 1619, to kli-
zabeth, only daughter of Edmund Symeon, ¢y, lord
of that manor and estate. To this lady he was ten-
derly attached, and often, after her carly death, paid
sorrowful and affectionate tribute to her virtues, talents,
and aftection.

Hampden entered the house of commons the follow-
<1 ¢ These verses,” says lord Nugent, ““published at Oxford, ol ina
volnme entitled * Lusu - Palatim,’ contam httle worth remark, unless it
be the last three hnes —

¢ Ut surgat inde proles,

Cuarnulla terra, nilla
Gens, sit parem datura ™ —

Remarkable when 1t 16 ranembcred that from this marriage Rupert was
born, who led the troops at Chalgrove, by whom Hampden was slain; but
abso that fromat sprang the sucecsmon to which stands limited the guardian.
sh p ot the free wonarchy of England ™

2 Hiat sol av p il

3 Regster of Pyrton, Jugg 24, 1619 He died on the anmiversary of
that day.

x 3
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ing year ; having taken his seat for the borough of
Grampound on the meeting of James’s parliament of
1620. He attached himself at once to the popular
party, though certain of his friends were desirous that
he should seek other means of advancement. His
mother was very urgent with him to look to adding a
peerage to the dignity of his family. < If ever,” says
this lady, in a characteristic letter preserved in the
British Museum,—“ If ever my sonn will seek for his
honor, tell him nowe to come ; for heare is multitudes
of lords a makinge — Vicount Mandvile, lo. Thresorer,
vicount Dunbar, which was sr. Ha. Constable, vicount
Faulkland, which was sr. Harry Carew. These two
*last of Scotlai® ; of Ireland divers, the deputy a vicount,
and one Mr. Fitzwilliams a barron of Ingland, Mr. Vil.
lers a vicount, and sr. Will. Fielding a barron. . .
I am ambitious of my sonn’s honor, which 1 wish were
nowe conferred upon hime, that he might not come
after so many new creations.” But this counsel was
pot followed. The discovery is due to lord Nugent!,
and it is in all respects very grateful. It throws a
steady light on Hampden's early character, and is a
comfort and a guide to our understanding in following
his after-exertions. Ilere was no personal vanity ; no
private interest ; no boundless ambition ; no reckless
or unsatisfied desires. e always saw a nobler dignity
than was to be won in James I.'s prescnce chamber;
and that, and immortality, he achieved together.

In considering the character of Hampden, it will not
appear strange that for many years he made no con-
siderable figure in parliament. In disposition he was
unobtrusive ; of “rare temper and modesty,” to use
the words of Clarendon ; whilst his wonderful energy
of mind was under exact discipline. He saw that the
leading members of the opposition were sufficient to
their present task, and cared not to thrust himself un-

1 1 shall have frequent occasion to refer to Jord Nugent’s recent and in-
teresting ** Memorials of Htmpden * lt h Ich to be N.'rm(ed however,
that with every ad d not have suc.
cecded in eomunint:n; mte
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necessarily forward. Recording his votes for freedom
always, he waited a fitting opportunity for greater per-
sonal exertions. But as he was resolved wisely not to
anticipate the call of the occasion, so he prepared him-
self not to disobey it. In the retirement of his yet pri-
vate life, he earnestly investigated the great political
questions of the time. It is interesting to be able to
add, that lord Nugent has seen a curious manuscript
-olume of parliamentary cases and other papers, at Mr.
Russell's, at Chequer's court, in which, he says, there is
abundant evidence of the pains which Hampden took to
fortify himself in the science of precedent and privilege.
A great part of that volume is filled with extracts from
what are called < Mr. Hampden’s notes.” We may
imagine the cffect produced on his mind by such
studies ; nor do we wonder to hear from Clarendon,
that at this period ¢ he retived 1o a more reserved and
melancholy suciety ;” whilst we feel to love himn the more
for it, when the historian adds, that he yet preserved
his own natural cheerfulness and vivacity, aud, above
all, a flowing courtesy to all men.

In the first parliament of Charles, however, he was
by no means idle. He made himself a prominent
member of the famous Glanville committee, already
referred to. ¢ The cases of the three Buckinghamshire
horoughs,” says lord Nugent, < there is little reason to
doubt, were in reality drawn up and put forward by
Hampden, although ostensibly managed by Hakewell
This is all the more probable from its appearing, from
Humpden's correspondence b, that Hakewill had before
been frequently emnployed by him to conduct suits and
arbitrations for him, respec ing his property in that
county.” In consequence of these pctitions, Noy and
Selden were ordered to make search in the record, and
the committee reported that all four had the right,
and ought to be admitted accordingly ; furthermore
declaring it to be * the ancient privilege and power

- L]

1 This correspond lo‘rd Nugent does not adduce. Why v It would
have been an i g add ceven Lo his g ‘‘ Memonals,”

x 4
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of the commons in parliament to gxamine ‘the ‘valis
dity of elections and returns cancerning flis' house
and assembly ;” in opposition to the ferm#y deeision
of James, that they should be judged in chancery.
‘Whether Iakewill was aware or not of the full extent
of the object for which he was working does not
appear. It scems, at all events, probable, that the
greater number of the opposite party were not; and
that those who were, did not at the beginning think
it prudent to give the alarm. King James, how-
ever, had shrewdness cnough to detect the tendency
of this measure ; and accordingly, notice thereof
being given to him, he stated his unwillingness to
have the number of the burgesses increased, ¢ de-
claring,” says Glanville, ¢ he was troubled with too
great a number abieady, and commanded his then
solicitor, sir Robert Heath, being of the house of
commons, to oppose it what he might; and most of
the courticrs then of the house, understanding the king’s
inclination, did their utmost endeavours to cross it.”
The report, nevertheless, was, in the end, confirmed by
the house.  ** Whereupon,” says Glanville, © a warrant
under the speaker’s hand was made to the elerk of the
crown in the chancery, for the making of such a writ,
which was issued out accordingly.  And therefore
were elected and returned to serve in the same parliament,
for Amersham, Mr. Hakewill and Mr. John Crew ; for
Wendover, Mr. John Hampden, who heareth the charge,
and sir Alexander Denton ; for Marlow, Mr, H. Burlace
and Mr. Cotton.”

On the dissolution of Charles's second parliament,
Hampden resolutely refused the loan; and on being
asked why he would not contribute to the king’s
necessities, startled the querist with these memorable
words : — ¢ That he could be content to lend, as well
as others, but feared to draw upon himself that curse in
magna charta which should be read twice a year against
those who infringe if.”! The privy council, not being

- 1 Rushworth, vol 1. p. 428., &c.
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satisfled with hig.own recognizance to appear at the
board, although angwergble with a landed property
nearly the .largest possessed by any commoner of
England, committed him to a close and rigorous
imprisonment in the gate-house. Being again brought
before the council, and persisting in his first refusal, he
was sent into private detention in Hampshire.

His sufferings had now made him prominently
known ; and in the celebrated third parliament, to which
he was returned as member for the boroagh of Wen-
dover, he achieved the entire confidence of the popular
party, and took part in the preparation of the petition
of right.

* From this time forwaird,” lord Nugent says, truly,
* searcely was a bill prepared, or an inquiry begun,
upon any subject, however remotely or incidentally
affecting any one of the three great matters at issue —
privileae, 1chgion, or the supplies, but he was thought
fit to be associated with St John, Selden, Coke, and
Pym, on the commuttee.”  On the 21st of Maich, a few
days after the meeting of parhament, he was placed
upon the committee, on ** an act to restrain the sending
away persotrs to be popishly bred beyond seas ;*" and,
on the 28th, on one *“ to examine the warnants for bil-
leting soldiers, or levying money, in the county of
Surrey.”  On the Sd of Apil he was on the committee
on i ll *“ to regulate the pressing men as ambassadors,
or on other foreign service, 80 as to promote the good
of the people as well as the service of the state ;” and,
during the course of the same month, he was cngaged
in others, “for the better continuance of peace and
unity in the church and commonwealth ;” “ on the
foundation of the charterhouse ;” on acts against ““ scan-
dalous and unworthy ministers ;” concerning ¢ suh-
scription, or against procuring judicial appointments for
money or other rewards ;” and “ on the presentments
of recusants made by the knights of the several shires,”
On the 10th of May he was put upon the committee
““ on the case of the Turkey merchants,” whosc goods
were dctained till they should pay the tonnage and
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poundage ; and, afterwards, on the committees for * re~
dressing the neglect of preaching and catechising 3~
“ on the petitions of Burgesse and Sparke,” who had
been persecuted by the bishop of Durham ; ¢ to search
for records and precedents ; ”* ““ to consider the two com-
missfons for compounding with recusants;” and * for
explaining a branch of the statute 3d of James. On
the 13th of June, he closed for the season h:s laborious
share in this sort of business with two committees ; the
one ‘“ to take the certificates of the trinity-house mer-
chants for the loss of ships, and the other ‘ to meet
that afternoon on the exchequer business.”

On the re-assembling of this parliament after the
prorogation, and when the disgraceful invasion of reli-
gion and property, committed in the interval by Laud
and Charles, had inflamed the passions of the leading
members in regard to both these questions, Hampden’s
exertions became absorbed in the committees that
were appointed to discuss them, His name is to be
found on the committees for preparing bills for en-
larging the hberty of ¢ hearing the word of God;”
and ““ against bribery, and procuring places for money
and other rewards;” and on the comnmittee to pre-
pare a bill to explain the statute 3d James “ con=
cerning the appropriation of vicarages.” He was also
put upon committees ““ to view the entries of the clerk’s
book, and to search the entry of the petition of right ;
and “ to examine a person who had petitioned the king
with articles against Dr. Williams, bishop of Lincoln,
the heeper ; ” and again, ¢ concerning the differences
in the several impressions of the thirty-nine articles.”
Again, “ to examine the matter and the information in
the star chamber ;” and ‘‘ concerning the particulars
of sir Joseph Eppesley, and all others where commis.
sioners are drawn to answer before the lords ;" and
“¢ to scarch the course and precedents in the exchequer
concerning the injunction against merchants’ goods de-
tained for the non-payment of duties;” and, lastly,
“ to prevent corruption in the presentation and collation
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to benefices, headships, fellowships, and scholarships, in
colleges.”

Hampden took no part in the stormy scene of the
day of the dissolution — that “most gloomy, sad, and
dismal day for England,” as sir Symonds d’Ewes has
termed it, ‘“ that had happened for five hundred years "’
—and therefore escaped the fierce vengeance under which
Eliot perished. Before that brave and virtuous man
entered his prison, he committed his two sons to Hamp-
den’s care.

Upon this circumstance I have already remarked
in the memoir of Eliot. It is enough to add here, that,
besides in the thought of that great person’s sufferings
having served the cause that was dearer to him than
happiness or life, the sorrow with which we contem-
plate them has some redemption, in the delightful view
which they have been the means of handing down to
us of the character of Hampden, and his generous and
gentle feeling.  We find in him, at this trying period,
nothing wanting in the qualitics that command respect
and love for their amiable and exalted nature, He
appears to us the guardian of the two young Eliots,
turning his great mind anxiously to their improvement
— leaving nothing undone for their welfare — and dis-
cloring, throughout his correcpondence with their father,
a fine fancy ; a heart of honour full, as of gentleness ;
of true wisdom and scholarship, as of kindness and in-
trepidity.  This 1t was which made Hampden a pa-
triot — his love for all men and for all good and praccful
things.  In looking at his life, these letters are of the
last importance ; the feelings they disclose enable us to
judge his latter years by a true test, and to discover the
secret of his bold endeavours then — the end to which
he looked in all his patriotic toils and enjoyments —
unbounded love and gentleness to mankind.

These letters, then, I will here present to the reader,
as they have been copied ! from the manuscripts in lord

! With one exception, the fifth letter, which i to be found in the British
Museum, and therefore appears never to have reached Eliot.
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Eliot’s possession. They follow in the order of their
dates, and refer, occasionally, to circumstances which
have been already explained in this work.!

The first alludes to Eliot's younger son, and to the
passages of the ¢ Monarchy of Man,” forwarded for
Hampden’s perusal,

“ Sir,—If my affections could be so dull as to
give way to a sleepy excuse of a letter; yet this
bearer, our common friend, had power to awaken
them, and command it: to the public experience of
whose worth in doing, I can now adde my private of his
patience in suffering the miseryes of a rough hewn en-
tertainment, to be tolerated by the addition of your
sonncs company ; of whome if ever you live to see a
fruite answerable to the promise of the present blossoms,
it will he a blessing of that weight as will turne the
scale against all worldly afflictions, and denominate your
life happy.

T returne your papers with many thankes, which T
have transeribed, not readd ; the discourse, therefore,
upon the subject must be reserved to another season ;
when [ may, with better opportunity and freedome, com-
municate my thoughts to you, my friend. Till then,
with my salutations of all your soctety, and prayers for
your health, I rest,

“ Your ever assured friend and servaht,
‘ Joun Hamrpes.

“ Hampden, January 4th.”

The son here alluded to was Hampden's favourite.
The character of the elder son, whose college nots are
touched on with so indulgently slight a hand in the
next letter, has been described - betore,

¢ 8ir,—1I hope you will receave yor sonnes both safe,
and that God will direct you to dispose of them as they
may be trained up for his service and to yor comfort.
Some words T have had wth yor younger sonne, and
given him a taste of those apprehensions he is like to

} Lafe of Thot, p. 105—121, 3 Itud, p. 108,
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find wt" you; weh T tell him future obedience to yor
pleasure, rather than justification of past passages, must
remove. Ie professeth faire ; and y¢ ingenuity of his
nature doth it without words; but you know virtuous
actions flow not infallibly fro. the flexiblest dispositions :
there’s ownly a fit subiect for admonition and govern-
ment to worke on, especially that web is paternall, T
confesse my shallownesse to resolve, and therefore un-
willingnesse to say any thing concerning his course ;
yet will I not give over the consideration ; because I
much desire to see yt spiritt rightly managed.  But, for
yor elder, T thinke you may with secwity returne him
in conucnient time, for certainly there was nothing to
admiister from a plott, and in another action yt con-
cerned himselfe, web hie’ll tell you of, he receaved good
satistaction of the vice-chaneellor’s faire carriage to-
wards hune. T scarched my study this morming for
4 hoole to send you ot u like subject to yt of y© papers
1 had of you, but find it not. .\s soone as I recouer
it, Il recommend 1t to yo' view.  When you haue
fimshed x' other part, I pray thinke mee as worthy of
y* sight of it as y* former 5 and in both together I
betray my waaknesse to my fiiend by declaring my
cenee of theme “That T did <eras an cxquisite nosegay,
composeld of curious flowers, bound  together with as
tine a Illrl:‘. But I must i the end expect hony fro.
my trond™ Somewhat out of thow floners digosted,
made Ins owne, and givinge atrue taste of s owne
sweetnesse, though for that 1 shall awaite a fitter time
and place. The Lord sanctify unto you y' sowre-
nesse of yo© present estate, and y© comforts of yor pos-
terity.
““ Yor ever y* same asrured frend,
*“Jo. Hamenen,
« April 4th, 1631.”

The dclicacy and beauty of the criticism at the
close of this letter could scarcely be surpassed.  Eliot,
in answer to the letter, proposes to send his younger
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son, Richard, to the Netherlands, to learn the art of
war in the company of sir Horace Vere. This he
thinks will be the best mode of employing to a good
purpose his quick and vivacious humour. He states,
also, his elder son’s desire to go to France, but his own
wish that he should remain at Oxford till he should
have obtained his ““ licence ** or degree at that university.
Hampden replies in an animated strain. Most beautiful
and touching is his closing allusion to their mutual
friendship. Well did his after life “improve’’ and
approve the “ noble purchas ” of Eliot’s affection !

“8ir,— 1 am so perfectly acquainted with your cleare
insight into the dispositions of men, and ability to fitt
them with courses suitable, that, had you bestowed
sonnes of mine as you have done yof owne, iudgment
durst hardly have called 1t into question ; especially
when, in laying the design, you have prevented ye ob-
jections to be made against it.  For if Mr. Rich. Eliot
will, in the intermissions of action, adde study to prac-
tise, and adorn that lively spiritt with flowers of con-
templation, he'll raise our expectations of another St
Edw. Veere, that had this character, € All summer in
the field, all winter in lus study ;” in whose fall fame
makes this kingdome a great looser : and, having taken
this resolution from counsaile, with y¢ highest wisdome,
(as 1 doubt not you haue), 1 hope and pgye y¢ same
power will crown it with a blessing answerable to our
wish.

“The way you take with my other friend, declares
you to he none of y* be of Kxcter’s converts, of whose
minde neither am I superstitionsly ; but, had my opinion
bine asked, 1 should (as vulgar conceipts use to), haue
shewed my power rather to raice obiections than to an-
swer them. A temper between Fraunce and Oxford
might have taken away his scruple, with more advan-
tage to his years—to visit Cambridge as a free man for
variety and delight, and there entertain himselfe till
y¢ next spring, when univensity studyes and peace had
bine better scttled than I learn it is.  For, although he
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be one of those that, if his age were looked for in no
other booke but that of the minde, would be found no
ward if you should dy to-morrow ; yet "tis a great ha-
zard, meethinkes, to see so sweete a disposition guarded
with no more, amongst a people whereof many make it
their religion to be superstitious in impiety, and their
behaviour to be affected in ill manners. But God, who
ownly knows y¢ periods of life, and opportunitics to
come, hath designed hime (I hope) for his owne service
betime, and stirred up yor providence to husband hime
so early for great aftaires. Then shall hee be sure to finde
hime in Fraunce, that Abraham did in Sichem, and
Joseph in Egipt, under whose wing alone is perfect
safety.

Concerning that lord, who is now reported to be
as decpe in repentance as he was profound in sinne,
the papers, &e., 1 shall take leave fro. your favour, and
my streight of time, to be silent, il the neat weeke,
when 1 hope for the happinesse to kisse your hands, and
present you with my most humble thankes for yor let-
ters, w'l contirm y* observation I have made in the
progresse of affections @ that it is easicr much to winne
upon mgenuous natures than to mente it This, they
tell mee, I have done of your's: and I account it a
noble purchas, web to improve with the best services
you can cgmmand, and I pertorme, shall be y© care of

* Your affectionate friend and servant,
“ Jo. Hameorn,

“ Hampden, May 11th, 1651,

“ Present my serviees to Mr. Long, Mr. Valentine,
&e.

* Do not thinke by what I say, vt I am fully satis-
fied of your younger sonnes course intended, for 1 bave
a crotchett out of y© ordinary way, w't I had acquainted
you w' if I had spokon w' you before he had gone,
but ame almost ashamed to connnunicate.”

The mention of the “lord ™ in this letter, refers
Merven ‘Fouchet, the infamous lord Audley, of whose
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removal from the Tower, and trial and sentence, Eliot
had spoken in & previous letter.

The next letter is from Hampden to one of the sons,
his “ young friends.” It is to Richard, his favourite,
who had been, for a time only, admitted to live with his
father in the Tower : —

¢ Sir, — I receaved yor commaunds by y¢ hands of
Mr. Wian, and was glad to know by them that another’s
word had power to commaund yor faith in my readinesse
to obey you, wth mine, it seems, had not. If you yet
Jack an experience, 1 wish you had put mee upon ye
test of a worke more difficult and important, yt yor
opinion niight be changed into beliefe. ‘That man you
wrote for [ will unfainedly icceave into my good
opinion, and declare it really when he shall have
occasion to putt me to y© proofe. I cannot trouble you
with many words this time.  Make good use of the
hooke you shall receave fro mee, and of yor time.
Be sure you shall render a strict account of both to

¢ Yorever assured fuend and sernant,

“ Jo. Hampnrx.

¢ Precent my serviee to Mr. Long. I would faine
heare ot his health.

« Hampden, June 8th, 1631.”

All the remaining letters are to Eliot.  This which
follow » is merely an apology for not writing; but how
gracefully it is worded !

“Noble sir,—"Tis well for me thatletters cannot blush,
else you would easily reade me gmlty. I ame ashamed
of so long a silence, and know not how to excuse it; for
as nothing but businesse can speake for mee, of web
kinde I have many advocates, so can I not tell how to
call any businesse greater than holding an aftectionate
correspondence with so excellent a friend. My only
confidence iv, 1 pleade at a barr of love, where absolu-
tions are much more frequent than censures.  Sure I
am that conscience of neglect doth not accuse mc;
though evidence of fact doth. 1 would add more, but
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y* entertainment of a stranger friend calls upon me, and
one other anevitable occasion , hold mee ekcused, there.
fore, deare friend , and if you vouchsafe mee a letter,
lett mee beg of you to teach me some thrift of time,
that 1 may 1mploy more 1n your service, who will ever be
“ Your faithful scrvant ind affectionate trend,
¢ Jo, Havwrbrn,

*“Commend my «serviee to yt soldier, if not gone to
his colours

“ Hampden, March 21° )

The sweet ind navous stvle of the next whichas a
erittiasmn on the ¢ Monuchy ot M, ’ allustiates the
Iiterary tastc d skill of Hampden —

St — You shall rccwve y booke T promused, by
this boua s mmmcdite hmd, for yt other pipars 1
prc ume to tihe v hittde wd but v httle respite 1
hue lo ke tupon vErire prece ownly with a supcriandl
view s oat fust sight to tike y© aspoct md proportion
my  wholo, fta, with a mmc acemate yc to tahe
out y lmeunants of cvary part Iware rashnesee
mee therctore 1o discover any dgment before T have
Jound to ke one This 1T discanc that tis as
comploate monr g of 3 pattane 1 can be drawne by
hnes 1 hvddy chioactar of v luge mmde the subncet,
mcthed md oxpresacns ovallent an Phomogannall and,
to <av tuth (swecte hoert)  somewhat (secodmg my
comendations My words cmnot render than to the
htc  vet (to show my ngenmty rather thi wtt)
would not a Ieesse moddl have given a full rpreeanta
tion of that subict” not by dnnmution, but by
contraction, of parts? I dearc to learn, I dare not
say  Lhe varntions upon cich particular ««cm many ,
all, I confesse  exadlent  “The fountunc was full, y*
channddl narrow , yt mnay be yt causc, or that the

Thilctter o allressel T nyhonnerel nddewrefreni r 1 hn
Ihottathy bdgrgmthe I owr T eyt whhave v 1 fra the
BrtshM con Ib dtc cmst wet v anebvous errrf e
lhcs 1ler rctrred t a8 | octard 1hict, of whomn he speaks m the
nontletter as faanng Fim t) have goac

YOL 111 Y
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author imitated Virgill, who made more verses by many
than he intenled to write. To extract a iust number,
had 1 seen all his, I could easily have bidd him make
fewer ; but if hee had badd mee tell which he should
have spared, I had bine apposed. So say I of these
expressions ; and that to satisfy you, not myselfe, but
that, by obeying you in a command so contrary to my
own disposition, you may measure how large a power
you have ouer ’
¢ Jo. HamppEN.

¢ Hampden, Junc 29th, 1631.

““ Recomend my seruice to Mr. Long, and if 8¢ Ol
Luke be in towne, expresse my affection to him in these
words ; ye first part of y© papers you had by ye hands
of B. Valentine long since. If you heare of yor sonnes,
or can send to y™, let me know.”

The present of a small buck {romn the seat at ITampden
accompanied this next very graceful note. By the post-
script it appears that John Eliot, the elder son, had been
permitted to go to France as he desired.

¢ Deare Sir, — 1 reccaucd a letter from you the last
weeke, for weh T owe you ten, to countervaile those lines
by excesse in number that I cannot equall in weight.
But tiine is not mine now, nor hath bine since that
came to my hands: in your favour, therefore, hold mee
excused. This bearer is appointed to present you wih
a buck out of my paddock, weh must be a small one to
hold proportion with y¢ place and soyle it was bred in.
Shortly 1 hope (if 1 do well to hope) to sec you ; yet
durst 1 not prolong ye expectation of yor papers. You
have concerning them layde comaundes npon mee
beyond wny ability to give you satisfaction in ; but, if
my apology will not serve when wce meete, 1 will not
decline y© scruice to y¢ betraying of my owne ignorance,
which yet I hope yor love will couer.

“ Yor ever assured friend and seruant,
“ Jo. HavppEN.
« Hampden, July 27.
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“I am heartily glad to learne my friend is well in
Fraunce. Captaine Waller hath bine in these parts,
who I have seene, but could not entertaine ; to my shame
and sorrow I speake it.”

The next refers to the emigration schemes! in which
the patriots of the time took so great an interest.

! An mgenious attempt has been made by Mr ‘Towill Rutt, to show that
Hampden had mterested himself so taran the * new world ™ as actually, in
the recess between James's last two parliaments, to visit 1t in person  But
Hampden had recently marned, and, sx nomention 18 made ot Mrs, Hamp.
den in the record of the visit, does Mr Rutt think the patriot had tired so
soon of her socqiety 2 “I'he attempt 1s too ingenious, however, to be passed
altogether, and, therefore, | present it to the reader from the pages of the
Exammer journal where 1t appeared some vears sinee —** o a work
printed at * Boston, N E 176, entitled, A Chionological History of New
kngiand, by Thomas Prmce, M. 4, at ‘I. 129, from * Winslow'’s Rela-
tion,” one of the earhiest * printed tracts,” 1 hnd the follow g narative: —
1623 March o News comes to Plunouth that Masassoit s hike to die, and
that a Dutch shnp 5 ariven ashore, before iy honse, so high, that she
could not be got off, tll the tide’s increase, Upon whieh the governor sends
Mr Pdward Wanslow,and Mr John Hampden, agentieman ot London, with
Hobomak, to visit and help hun, and speak with the Duteh ‘The first
mght we lodge at Namashet ) nest day, at one, come to aterry, i Corbine
tant’s country, and, three miles turther, to Mattapuyst his dwdlling-place
(though he be no fiiend to usy, but hind hun gone to Pakanokik, about five
or wix nnles oft - Late wathin ght, we get tinther, whenee the Duteh had
departed, find Masassort extreme low, s sight gone, his teeth fixed,
having swallowed nothing tor two days, but using means, he surpriningly
revives,  \We stat and help him two mghts and two Aavs At the end ot
the latter, tahing our leave, he expresses his great thankfdness We come
and lodge with Corlat mit, a1 Mattapuyst, who wonders that we, being two,
should be so venturous  Noxt day, on our journey, Hobomak telly us, that
at ks conmnge aw 1y, Masassoit prvately charged im to toll Me Winslow
thire was a plot of the Massachusuks Fhat mght we Jodge at Namanket ;
the next get home ' T dward Winsdow, one of the fathers of New England,
first apperrs, 1020 Dee o, among Cton of their prisapal men,” whowm
they *send out i thar shallop, to areulate the bay,” i scareh of a landing
place 'p 70 . Hutchmson Hit Mas 1 187 ¥ », ¢ he was a gentleman
of the best tamly ot any ot the Plimouth planters, his father being a person
ot some figure at Droitwich, m Worcestershure * “Lhe following entry in
the Cloanologual Hodory 'po Vv nay hix, with great ‘xrnlmlnhlv, . the
absenee of any information on the subject, the date o Lun}nu-n‘u return
to Loglandt = 1o05, Sept 10 This day the Ann sails for London, being
Taden with dap-boards, and all the beaver and other tuts we have, with
whom we sena Mr Wanelow, to mform how things are, and procure what we
want * Falward Window printed his * Aecount of N F to Sept 10, duning
this viat to Lonaon, whence he retarned in Y024 After governorships of
Phimouth, and missions to Lngland, he settled there in 164, as agent for
the colony  In lund he was appanted by the Protector one of * three com.
msaronets to supenintend and direct the operations of Penu and Venables ,*
and ‘died on board the fioet, n the \k('hl Indies,’ aged 6, leaving a
“name’ that i New England will never be torgotten® Such was the
assovtate of John Hampden  Of the other dramatis persona , -~ Masassoit
was a ‘ great Sagamore,’ who, *an 1621," had visited the governor, when,
Satter salutations, the governor kissing his hand, and the khing hsssing him,
they agree on a laague ot friendship,” whieh * lasted to 16575 Hobomak

was ‘a chief captan of Masassoit s," and Cortntant ‘a petts sachemn *
Dr Holmes, of Cambridge, M E, v lus Amerscan Annals (1808, siys

Y 2
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““ Noble sir,— T hope this letter is conveyed to you
by so safe a hand y* yors will be ye first y* shall open it ;
or, if not, yet, since you inioy, as much as without con-
tradiction you may, y' liberty of a prison, it shall be no
offence to wish you to make y* best use on’t, and yt God
may find you as much his, now you inioy ye benefitt of
sccondary helpes, as you found hime yors while, by de-
privation of all others, you were cast upon his imme-
diate support. This is all T have, or am willing, to say;
but yt y* paper of considerations concerning y¢ plant-
ation might be very safely conueyed to mee by this hand,
and, after transcribing, shoald be as safely returned, if
you vouchsafe to send it mee. 1 beseech you present
my seruice to Mr. Valentine, and Mr. Long my coun-
tryman, if with you, and let me be honored with the
style of

“Yor faithful friecnd and seruant,
© Jo. Haxepes.”

The last letter contains a noble compliment to the
genius of Eliot.

“8ir, —In the end of my travailes, I meate y¢
messengers of yor love, w'b bring mee a most gratefull
wellcome,  Yof intentions outfly mine, that thought to
have prevented yor®, and convince mee of my disability
to keepe pace with you or the times. My implonnent of
late in interrogatory with like affaires, hath deprived
mee of leisure to compliment ; and ye¢ frame of dis-
positions is able to iustle the estyle of a letter.  You
were farre enough above iy emulation before ; but,
breathing now the same ayre wth an ambassador, you are
out of all ayme. 1 believe well of his negociation for

(1. 183, ** Mr Hampden wintered (1623 with the Phimouth colonists, and
desired much to see the country, and 1s supposed by Dr Belhnapp (Brog
i 220 to be the same who atterwards distinguished hinselt by his oppo-
sition to the arbitrary demands of Charles T' From these catly ansociations
Humpden would, probably, be foremost, m 1638, to promate that well-
known project of emigration which Charles, so tatally for hinself, inter-
rupted by his prerogative It appears, w the Partiamentary Histor y, that
from Feb 1621 2 to Feb 1623-4, Hampden's senatonal duties must have
been entirely suspended.  Thus, there would be abundant lesure for the
wisit to America.”
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y* large testimony you have given of his parts; and 1
believe ye king of Sweden’s sword will be y¢ best of his
topicks to persuade a peace. 'Tis a powerfull one nowe,
if I hearc aright; fame giving Tilly a late defeate in
Saxony wth 20,000 losse; the truth whereof will
facilitate of worke ; the Spaniard’s curtesy being knowne
to be no lesse then willingly to render that which he
cannot hold.  The notion of these effeets interrupts not
of quictt, though y¢ reasons by weh they are gouerned do
transcend of pitch.  Yor apprehensions, yt aseend a
region above those clouds wh shadow us, are fitt to
pieree such heights ; and o™ to receave such notions as
deseend from thence ; which while you are pleased to
impart, you make the demonstrations of yo' favour to
become y* rich possessions of
“ Yo' ever fathful friend and servant,
S Joo Haweos,

** Present iy seruice to Mr. Long.
“ Hampden, October 3.

“ God, I thanke him, hath made me father of another
sonne.”

The melancholy progress of the public affairs during
this correspondence, and after st had been closed by the
death of the tlustrious prisoner !, Tes heen amply de-
serthed. Inoretirement, at his estate in Buckmgham-
shine, Hampden continued to improve the hiterary tastes
and acquirements an which he already  oxeclled so
hizhly, and,itis said, while theensis of affans approached
more nearly, began to prepare himself for the last ex-
tiemity they threatened,  Dawvila’s history of the civil
wars of France became his manval ; bis vode seeun, as
sir Philip Warwick calls it ; as though inthe study of
that <ad story of strife and bloodshed, he already saw

U Ehiot and Hampden, it s worth adding, had clanged portrats lome
tune before, and both these portraits are now i the possesaion o the Fhot
faunly  That ot Hawgaden, the only orginal i eximtence, and a pentrait
af noble expression, has deon eograved for this werk by the courte ous peer-
misson 6f the carl of St Gennaime A close and oo nest ok at the
cngrarmg, whieh 15 crqasitely Jadhful, witl furnish an crquent déscriplon
of the face of Hampden.

vy 3
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the parallel which Fngland was to afford so soon. The
bitterness of spirit with which he thought of these
things may have been greatly increased by the death of
his wife I, which happened at about this time. At last,
however, he abandoned his retirement, dismissed the
thought of a solitary and secluded life, and hecame one
of the acknowledged leaders of the people. He imitated
in this the great and virtuous Coligny, described in his
favourite work.

In the autumn of 1635, ship-money writs were sent
into Buckinghamshire. Many gentlemen of that county
refused to pay, and among then Hampden. Accordingly,
on the 25th of January, 1635-6, new sheriffs having
been in the interval appointed, a writ was issued,
dirccted  To sir Peter Temple, baronet, late high
sheriff, and Heneage Proby, esq., now appointed high
sheriff for the county of Bucks,” directing the one to
deliver, and the other to receive, the original warrant,
as well as all accompte and rctuins concerning the levy
of the former year.  This return was accordingly made
by the assessors of the different parishes ; and, among
others where payment had been delayed, a return by those
of the parish of Great Kimble, a village at the foot of
the Chiltern hills, round whiel the principal property of
John Hampden lay, and in the immediate neighbourhood
of his house. The return contains the names of those
who, with him, had tendered their refusal to the con-
stables and assessors, together with an account of the
sums charged upon each person.  Among the names of
the protestors, it is to be observed that the constables
and assessors had the courage to return their own;
and at the head of the list stands that of John Hamp-
den, “as a passport,” lord Nugent justly says, ¢ for the
rest to an honourable memory, so long as the love of

' She hies burnied an the chaneel of great Hampden church, where an
epmitaph oa a plamn black stone records hor ments, and her hushand < aflee-
tionate regrets  See Memorials by lord Nugent, vol 1 p 06 She left
Hamplen three sous, John, Richard, anu Wilhain, and six daughters
Ehsabeth, the eldest of these, mained Richard Kmghtley, son of the

triend of Pyvin_and Hamwpden | and the second, Anne, was atterwards
watried to sie Robert P've, or Berkshie
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liberty shall retain a place in the hearts of the British
nation.”

This protest, however, was not thought sufficient, by
the then rampant tyranny of Charles, to excuse sir Peter
Temple for his default of arrcars. He was summoned
before the council table : ill health prevented his in-
stant attendance ; and an officer was at once sent to
hold him in close custody at his own residence at Stowe.
Lord Nugent found one of his letters written under
these circumstances, among the manuseripts there, It
is worth quoting, as an illustration of the occasion and
the time : —

* Peare Mother,—- In haste T write to you. I,
haumg my handes full, cannot write to you with my
owne hindes, T haning byne latelye ill at London, and
takeing physicke,  Yet must 1 leane the meanes of my
health to doe the hige sernjee. 1 was sente for on the
30th of June, by a meseenger, to attend the Kinge on
Sundaye the Sd of July, ahout the shippe moneye ;
wherein T am blamed for the sherriffe’s actions that nowe
is, and am compelled w' a messenger, nowe wayting on
me, with all the distresses and imprisonemngs that maye
be imposed on the countrye.  But the sheinfte muste
answere what is done by me in the future tyme, I am
to attende the hinge at Theobalde's, on the 17th daye of
July, to giue an accompte to him what T haue done in
the sermee, and, as he likes my procecdinges, I am to
continue 1 the messenger’s hande, or be releassed, or
worsse. My lIvfe 15 nothing but toyle, and hath byne
for manye yeares, to the commaonwealth, and nowe to
the kinge.  The change is somethinge amended for the
pressent, bat yet released of nelther. Not soe much
tyme as to doe my dutye to my deere parentes, nor to
sende to them.  Yett T hoped that they wolde haue
sente for a bucke, or what Stowe wolde afforde, before
thys tyme.  But, seeinge they will not, T will spare
myselfe soe much tyme as to pressente nowe unto them
one by thys bearer.

¢« Although I amn debarred from father, mother, wife,

v 4
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and chilldren, and state — though some of them farre
absente— wyth thys I pressente my dutye, wyth these
unhappye lynes, and remayne, :
*“ Yor sonne, that loues and honoures
my father and you,
“ Perer TEMPLE.
“ Stowe, thys 8th of July, 1636.
““T'o his deere mother, the Iady Hester Temple, at
Dorsett, theis pressente.”

The history of Iampden's immortal trial, in which,
for many days, though in the midst of public dangers
and disquiet, the fundamental laws of our country were
contested without reproach or passion, has been suffi-
ciently glanced at in these pages. < The judgment,”
says Clarendon, ““proved of more advantage and credit
to the gentleman condemncd, than to the king's service.”
Then indeed Hampden ¢ became the argument of all
tongues, vvery man inquiring who and what he was,
that durst at his own charge support the liberty and
property of the kingdom, and rescue his country, as he
thought, from being made a prey to the court.” ! Even
courticrs and crown lawyers spoke respectfully of him ;
for, adds Clarendon, *“his carriage thiroughout that
agitation was with that rare temper and modesty, that
they who watched him narrowly to find some advantage
against his person, to make him less resolute in his
cause, were compelled to give him a just testimony.”
The court continued, after the trial, to levy the hated
tax more recklessly than ever, but it soon became the
recklessness of despair,

The third parliament was summoned, and Hampden
— whose share in the immediate causes which led to
that memorable event has been described in the mewmoir
of Pym — having returned from London to his native
seat, was solicited, by the grateful men of Buckingham-
shire, to become their representative. In this character,
and with all the new influence it gave bim, he soon

! Clarcndon.
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again left Hampden, never, except at rare intervals
of some few hours’ duration, to return to it again,
‘ His mansion,” says lord Nugent, “still remains.
It stands away from both the principal roads which
pass through Buckinghamshire, at the back of that
chalky range of the Chilterns which bounds, on one side,
the vale of Aylesbury. The scenery which immediately
surrounds it, from its seclusion little known, is of sin-
gular beauty; opening upon a ridge which commands
a very extensive view over several counties, and diver-
sified by dells, cloathed with a natural growth of box,
Jjuniper, and beech.! 'What has once been the abode of
such a man can never but be interesting from the asso-
ciations which belong to it.  But, even forgetting these,
no one, surely, who has heat or taste for the chavm of
high breezy Inlls, and green glades enclosed within the
shadowy stillness of ancient woods, and avenues leading
to a house on whose walls the remains of the different
styles ot architeeture, from the carly Norman to the
Tudor, are still partly traced through the deformmg in-
novations of the eighteenth century,—no one, surely,
can visit the residence of Hampden, and not do justice
to the love which its master bore 1t, and to that stronger
feelmeg which could lead him from such a retirement to
the tols and perils to which, thenceforth, he entirely
devoted hinselfl”

Hampden has left no record of his eloquenee behind
himn, but its influence is stamped immortally on Claren-
don's account of hun at this momentous period, < Mr.
Hampden,” says the noble historian, describing the lead-

! The woode of Hampden termnnate to the north upon the bare brow of
alotty nll called Green Haly, on the side of which s cat, i the chalk, the
forin ot a cross, which 1 seen from all the country round — “Lhis monu-
ment, ot 4 very remaote anbiquity, s known by the nune of the Winte
Lear Cross, and 15 supposed by Mr Waine 1na”learned letter to Browne
Wallis on the subject of Saxon antiginties) to have been designed m com.
menoration ol a victory ganed by Edward, hing of the West Saxons, over
the Danes, carly m the tenth century, It appery, however, with more
probatnhts, to have been intended as a ruemonal of the last battie of Hene
gist and Horsa with the Britons, which way fought over the extensive
plam ot Risborough and Saumderton, when, on thi height, and on the
‘Hmllnu ridge which adgoins it, the Saxon princes planted ther victorious
standards to recal their troops from the pursuit,
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ing members of this parliament, ¢ was 2 man, it may be,
of the most discerning spint, and of the greatest address
and insinuation to bring any thing to pass which he de-
sired, of any man of that time, and who laid the design
deepest. He was a gentleman of a good extraction
and a fair fortune, who, from a life of great pleasure
and licence, had on a sudden retired to extraordinary
sobriety and strictness, and yet retained his usual cheer-
fulness and affability ; which, together with the opinion
of his wisdom and justice, and the courage he had
showced in opposing the ship-money, raised his reput-
ation to a very great height, not only in Buckingham-
shire, where he lived, but generally throughout the
kingdom. He was not a man of many words, and
rarcly begun the discourse, or made the first entrance
upon any business that was assumed ; but a very
weighty speaker, and after he had heard a full debate,
and observed how the house was like to be inchined,
took up the argument, and shortly, and clearly, and
craftily so stated it, that he commonly conducted it to
the conclusion he desired 5 and if he found he eould not
do that, he never was without the dexterity to givert
the debate to another time, and to prevent the deter-
mining any thing in the negative which might prove
inconvenient in the future.  He made so great a show
of civility, and modesty, and humility, and always of
mistrusting his own judgment, and of esteeming his
with whom he conferred for the present, that he seemed
to have no opinions or resolutions but such as he con-
tracted from the information and instruction he received
upon the discourses of others, whom he had a wonder-
ful art of governing and leading into his principles and
inclinations, whilst they belicved that he wholly de-
pended upon their counsel and advice.  No man had
cver a greater power over himself, or was less the man that
he seemed to be ; which shortly after appeared to every
body, when he cared less to heep on the mask.” The
chaiacter of Clarendon himself is too well known to
render any moditication of this language necessary, The
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circumstances which explain the colour he always
strives to give to the profound policy of the popular
leaders, have had abundant illustration in these pages.
It is enough now to show that that policy is, even thus,
confirmed by him; and that upon him, equally with the
men of their own party, the genius of its gicat authors
impressed itself —the more deeply, perhaps, that it was
so obstinately resisted.

To the business aftairs of this parliament Hampden
applied himself with his accustomed zeal.  On the
16th, three days after its mecting, he was on a com-
mittee to examine all  questions relating to election
returns, and other privileges; and, on the 17th, on
one to report upon the state of the journals and re-
cords.  On the 18th, on one concerning the violation
of privilege, at the close of the last parliament ; and,
on the 20th, on another to prepare an address to the
King, praying © that the hike infiingement of their liber-
ties might not be practised in future, to their prejudice
and his own.”  On the 21st he was on the committee
appointed to inquire into the effeet of the commission
lately granted to convocation ; and, on the 221, on two
others — one upon the case of Smart, a prebendary of
Durham, who had petinoned, as a prisoner, against
Bishop Netle 5 and the other to prepare the heads of a
conference with the lords concermng the petiions from
the conntry.  On the 254 he was on one to expedite the
mattcr of this conference, by stating the raasons for
postponing the supphes until effectual means  should
have been taken to prevent innovations in religion, to
secure the property of the subject, and the privileges of
patliament 5 and to prepare an answer on these heads
to the king. On the 2 tth he was manager of that con-
ference 5 on the 25th he reported it to the house ; and,
on the Ist of May, we find him reporting a second con-
ference, touching some matters which had occurred in
the first.

The disgrace of Williains has been alluded to:
the wily prelate had long been striving to regain hus po-
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sition by petitions to the king ; or, by a summons before
parliament, to make an effort for it that way. Sentence,
however, interrupted his schemes at last, suspending him
from all his offices and dignities, and imposing upon
him a fine of 10,000Z, and imprisonment during the
king’s pleasure.

Finding the lords not disposed to assert with spirit
the question of privilege in his behalf, he endeavoured
to engage Iampden, during this session, to make his
cascone of parliamentary grievance. With this view,
it may be supposed, he affected his old patriotic arts to
engage the patriot’s sympathy. Be this as it may,
amony the manuscripts at Lambeth, is'a sheet of notes
in his hand-writing, under the title of ¢ Remembrances
to Mr. Hampden,” dated April 27th, to which the an-
swer is found appended. The style of cold civility in
which Hampden declines this business, was that of & man
who already suspected that the public virtue of the bishop
was wavering, and that he was pieparing to embark
again in the course of court favour, mto which, on his
enlargement and clevation to the archbishoprick of York,
he soon relapsed.  Hampden's answer was as fol-
lows : —

“ My lord,—T should be very ready to serve you
in any thing I conceaved good for you and fitt for mee ;
but in your ldp’s present commands 1 doubt that to
make overture of yo' iutentions, and be prevented by «a
suddaine conclusion of ye parll; wh many feare, may
render yor condition worse than nowe it is.  To begin
m o° house is not y* right place ; the most important
businesses of the king and king? are press’d on with
such expedition yt any of a more particular nature
will be but unwellcome, and hardly prosecuted w'h
effect ; besides that there is at this instant a tender-
nesse betweene ye lords and us about priviledge ; and
for my owne unfittnesse, I neede nfention no more but
my disability to carry through a businesse of this nature,
though yr Ir may casily conceave another incompetency
in my person. In these regards I humbly desire yor
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Ir to excuse mee, and thereby to lay a newe obligation
upon mce of being,  Your 1905 most humble servant,
“Jo. Hampprn, !
‘“ Westmr, Apr. 29, 1640.”

In the long parliament, Hampden again sat for Buck-
inghamshire.  His exertions in the great interval of
excitement before it met, have been already detailed. He
had married again during the preseni year, and now his
wife joined him, with his family, in London, and the
establishinent at Hainpden was bioken up.  The lady's
name was Letitia Vachell, the daughter of a gentleman
of Coley, near Reading.  She survived Hampden very
many years, during which she again resided on her hus-
band’s old estate.

Hampden discharged himself of his dutics at this the
final crisis of the Euglish hiberties and laws, as hecame
the virtue and courage of his character. e who had been
formerly, though ever pursuing the strictest line of duty,
yielding and gentle, was now stern and resolute 5 (he
who had kept within the letter of precedents while yet
serving the cause in his private capacity, now found
*¢ the eyes of all inen fixed upon him as their Patrie Pu-
ter, and the pilot that must steer the vessel through
the tempests and rocks which threatened it What
wonder that, with such responsibility, his views be-
came larger and more extended?  What wonder if,
from a wmceek bearing, as Jord Clarendon tells us, < his
nature and carriage scemed mueh fiereer than before 2 7
Thrust from the legitimate ground of warfare on which
he would willingly have taken issue, he rose, by his
resources of mind and heart, and shifting from the nar-
rower grounds of precedent and privilege, fell back on
the great rights of mankind, out of which, and for
which, all laws arise. It is useless to deny that Hamp-
den had then become (as Clarendon terms him), a
“ root and branch man.”  All his subsequent acts prove
it. He had taken higher ground, and would no longer
be contented with lopping off the branches, but was re-

1 Nugent's Memorals, vol. i. p. 297.
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solved to lay the axe to the root, of the tree of corrup-
tion. Why does lord Nugent shrink from contem-
plating his character in this view ? It would have helped
him to conclusions more just, and to reflections more
beneficial, than those¢ which disfigure the latter portion
of the first volume of lus ¢ Memorials,” where he speaks
of ¢ the memory of Hampden not being stained by any
appearance of his having been concerned in Strafford’s
attainder.”  If his name does not appear in the pro-
ceedings, neither does that of Oliver Cromwell: but
what will the noble author of the *“ Memonals™ infer
from that? That Cromweli opposed the attainder?
Is it even pretended that Hampden opposed it? By no
means ' We are simply told by lord Nugent, that,
*“ being only doubtful as a matter of precedent, but
clear to him in respect of the guilt of the accused per-
son,” and knowing that, if 1t did not pass, *“all law but
that of the sceptie and the sword was at an end,” he —
did what ? — he «tood by with all us lofty thoughts of
the thousands of families whose quarrel he had em-
braced, awd left the burden of the deed neeessary for
thewr happiness to his gicat fellow-labourer Pym, that
he might himself escape the odium of having departed
from a strct letter of precedent, and might appear
graceful to an aristocratie posterity ! And lord Nugent
thinks he is adorning the memory of Hampden while
striving to inflict thus stain upon it, and talks of the in-
© 4 Bt why then, it s ashed, of Hamnpden disapprosed of the precedent
of a bl ot att under, ghd he not make bead agamst it as mantully 4 he
had betore supportod the impaachmont - Planly, because s case doubt=
tul to hum only ava matter of precedont, but (dear to himoan respect of the
gt ot the acousad person, i a case i which the aceused person, in his
wostimation, deserved death, and o which alf faw but that ot the sceptre
and the sword w cat an emcd it he bad e«emed i, when all the ordiary
protecion of law to the «ubject throughout the country wis suspended,
anmd suspendad munis by the counsdds ot Stratford Inlnw“, Hampden was
not preparad to heroe dly tanolate the bberties of Iogland an crder to
save the hite ot him who would have destroyed them Hampden probably
considered the bl which took away Strattord's hite and indedd it mustin
farrness he ~o consudored  as a rovolutionary act undertakon 1or the detence
of the commonwealthh  Lhat i bis consaence he believed it to be an act
ot substantial justice to the person arcamned, no man has any nght to
conchute 1 moremver i er, that there 1s not more ground for taputing 4
participation ain that measure to him than to lord Clarendon, and not near
gomuch ax to lord Falkland ** Nwgent's Memorials of Hoonpden, vol 1.

pp 579, 3 lord Clarendon supported the measure, and so, most cer-
tamly, did Lord Falkland.
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justice which has been done to the great patriot on this
point, by Clarendon and others.  Why, if it be indeed
true that he retired from the division on the attainder
hefore the question was put, no doubt he had adinirable
reasons for doing so, and rested meanwhile on the
sutety of its passing; for even lord Nugent does not
pretend to say that he had not its success much at heart.
Why then blame Clarendon # - For it seems to me that
what Clarendon says (in one of his passages of covert
and talely colowred meaning) of Hampden's character
so far tears out lond Nugent, and that they both con-
spire in this instanee to reflect no additional honour on
the patriot. ¢ Tle begot many opinions and motions,”
siys that historian, ** the educanon whercof he com-
mtted to other men ;<o far disguising s own designs,
that he seemed seldom o wish more than was con-
cluded ; and momany gross conclustons, which would
hereafter contiibute to dosigns not yet set on foot, when
he found thewm sufficiently backed by majonty of voiees,
he wauld watlhetraw himself before the question, that  he
weight scene ol lo consent to so neeel vosdide wnreason-
able m'.\.\.n !

But this 18 merely another of lord Clarendon’s dex-
terous attempts to mslead, and it s to be regratted that
ainond to the ** good cause” should in any way coun-
tenance 1t What s lord Nugent's authority for his
opron that Hampden shrunk from the side of Pym
dunimg the progress of Straffond’s attainder ¢ T will
quote the entire passage of the © Memorials.” ¢ Falk-
land, it appears clearly from sir Ralph Verney's notes,
on the Tath of Apnl, spoke in answer 1o Dighy and in
favour of the bill ; Hampden never. And on the 16th,

Thave sentoned to reprint these remarks on thy great orror, as 1 can.
crve it to e, b bord Nugant's book, trom a povesdical for which they were
wrtten at the tune of sts publication L have ceon no roason to alteoe my
opiean during the last £\ scars, and Tagaim use the sane « Apresmion of
i, because it bocame the subect of ronark anid quotation ih g subpequent
controversy betwenn Mr Southey and Jord Nugont, asd T wonld not e sup-
necdd to have erds atolen ang prescat opunon from the © profcsor of the

wpoad thigh achiool, " sa often reterred to thare | have had no reanon
hitherto to avord avewing mysclf as that ** lnp and-thgh prolussor.”,
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N
while Hampden was on one committee to prepare heads
for a conference “ concerning their lordships’, resolution
to hear counsel in matter of law, and to desire that their
lordships would use all expedition to give an end to this
tryal as much as in justice may be,” Falkland was on
another which was appointed to prepare heads for a con-
ference ¢ concerning the further proceedings,” on the
report of which committee it was that the bill was
passed. In debate, Hampden never alluded to the pro-
ceeding by bill but once. On the 16th of April, when
it was discussed, pending the attainder, whether the
commeons should continue to hear the earl’s counsel at
the bar of the lords, or proceed with the bill, St. John,
having said that € being possessed of a bill, they had
made themselves judges, and being so, it were a dishonour
to hear counsel any where but at their own bar ;’ and
Colepepper having said, ¢ if we reply to lord Stuafford’s
counscl before the lords, we prejudice our cause in taking
away the power of declaring treason,’ Iampden, accord-
ing to sir Ralph Verney's notes, in opposition to his
fellow managers, urged that they should proceed, not by
bill, but by trial at the lords’ bar. ¢ The bill now de-
pending doth not tie us to goe by bill. Our counsel hath
been heard ; ergo, in justice we must heare his.  Noe
more prejudice to goe to heare matter of law, than to
heare counsel to matter of fact.””  Now the latter words
do not bear out the previous statement of them. It has
been  justly observed!, that there is good reason to
question whether, in this discussion, it was considered
as an alternative to hear the earl’s counsel at the lords’
bar or proceed with the bill, for by the result of that
day’s debate it appears, that both were done, the com-
mittee answering, ‘“after some deliberation with the
house, that since the lords had so resolved, they would
not deny it to be there present, and to hear what his
counsel could say for him; but to reply any more in
public they neither could nor would, because of the bill
already past ; only if the lords should take any scruple
1 Quarterly Review, vol. xlvi. p. 501,
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in the matter of law, they would be ready to give them
satisfaction by a private conference.” So that Hampden's
opinion, it appears, prevailed, and the bill nevertheless
proceeded. It has not been discovered that on any other
occasion he alluded to the bill ; and it is obvious that
there is no ground here for such a charge as that of
Jord Nugent, or such a mere party statement as lord
Clarendon's.

Very certain and unequivocal indeed must be the
evidence that should so impugn Hampden’s memory.
Sufficient has been said in the progress of this work to
prove that no one of that age —not even Pym himself —
looked at the great question of resistance to tyranny
on larger or more extended grounds, or in a more phi-
losophic spirit. It was Hampden who first dared to
anticipate a broader field of warfare than the floor of
the house of comumons, and to prepare himself for a
more real strupgle ;. and, constantly in  communion
with his friend and cousin, Oliver Cromwell, it was
Hampden who advised with him  great projects  of
freedom ; whose penetrating spirit first pointed to that
remarhable person, as likely to become, “in case of a
breach with the king, the greatest man in England ;”
and whose virtue, at all times equal to his intellect
and courage, would most surely, had not death stepped
in, have prevented cven Cromwell’s traitorous usurp-
ation on the English commonwealth,

Hampden’s course in this parliament was given,
while the great questions of Pym’s life were detailed.
Hampden was second to Pym alone, and to the aid of
every thing which the wisdom and vigilance of that
great statesman planned, he bronught an influence of
almost irresistible power. Ilc was, as I have shown, an
especially earnest promoter of the grand remonstrence,
and of the anti-episcopal measures. 1In regard to the
latter, it may be important here to use, as an illustration
of his real opinions, ¢cven one of the most artful and dis-
ingenuous statements of Clarendon. Describing the first
debate on the bill for taking away the bishops’ votes, and

YOL. 1IL z
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mentioning lord Falkland’s support of it, < Mr. Hyde,”
in the dignity of the historian Clarendon, observes :—
¢ The house was so marvellously delighted to see the
two inscparable friends [Falkland and Hyde] divided
in so important a point, that they could not contain
from a kind of rejoicing ; and the more, because they saw
Mr. Hyde was much surprized with the contradiction ;
as in truth he was, having never discovered the least
inclination in the other towards such a compliance ;
and therefore they entertained an imagination and hope
that they might work the lord Faulkland to a farther
concurrence with them. But they quickly found
themselves disappointed, and that, as there was not
the least interruption of close friendship between the
other two ; so, when the same argument came again
into debate, about six months after, the lord Falkland
changed his opinion, and gave them all the opposition
he could: nor was he reserved in acknowledging,
¢ that he had been deceived, and by whom,” and con-
fessed to his friends, with whom he would deal freely,
¢ that Mr. Hampden had assured him, that if that bill
might pass, there would be nothing more attempted to
the prejudice of the church:’ which he thought, as
the world then went, would be no ill composition.”’
And why had that bill ceased to be a ““good compo-
sition?”  Because it was refused by the house of lords,
when first presented there. 1t was the old story of the
Sybil and her leaves; and though two hundred years have
passed, that story is again in the courseof rehearsal. No
one should have known better than Clarendon the great
truth which the very distinction he himself has marked
between the early and later years of Hampden so strik-
ingly illustrates — that justice deferred, and rights
withheld, will always enhance the price at which
safety and peace must, in the end, be purchased.
Hampden's mission to Scotland to overlook and
check the king, is already before the reader; and I
now approach the only speech which remains upon re-
! Hist. vol 1. p. 413, 414,
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cord with his name attached to it. It purports to
have been spoken on the memorable morning already
so fully described, after the impeachment of the five
members; among whom Hampden’s eminence and
boldness had of course placed him. I quote it, with-
out abridgment, from a small quarto pamphlet of the
time.

¢ Mr. SPEAKER,—1t is a true saying of the wise man,
¢That all things happen alike to all men, as well to the
good man as to the bad.” There is no state or condition
whatsoever, either of prosperity or adversity, but all
sorts of men are sharers in the same: no man can be dis-
cerned truly by the outward appearance, whether he be
a good subject either to his God, his prince, or his
country, until he be tried by the touchstone of loyalty.
Give me leave, 1 beseech you, to parallel the lives of
either sort, that we may in some measure discern truth
from falschood ; and in speaking 1 shall similize their
lives.

“I. In religion towards God. II. In loyalty
and due subjection to their sovereign, in their affection
towards the safety of their country.

« 1. Concerning religion, 'T'he best means to dis-
cern between the true and falee religion, is, by search-
ing the racred writings of the Old and New Testament;;
which is of itself pure, indited by the Spint of God,
and written by holy men, unspotted in their lives and
conversations : and by this sacred word may we prove
whiether our rehigion be of God or no; and by look-
ing in this glass, we may discern whether we are in the
right way or no.

“And looking into the same, 1 find by this
truth of God, that there is but one God, one Christ,
one faith, one religion, which is the gospel of Christ,
and the doctrine of the prophets and apostles.

“In these two Testaments is contained all things
necessary to salvation ; if that our religion doth hang
upon this doctrine, and no other secondary means, then
it is true ; to which comes nearest the protestant reli-

22
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gion, which we profess, as I really and verily believe;
and consequently that religion which joineth with this
doctrine of Christ and his apostles, the traditions and
inventions of men, prayers to the Virgin Mary, angels,
saints, that are used in the exercise of their religion,
strange and superstitious worshipping, cringing, bow-
ing, creeping to the altar, using pictures, dirges, and
such like, cannot be true, but erroneous, nay, devilish :
and all this is used and maintained in the church of
Rome, as necessary as the Scripture to salvation ; there-
fore is a false and erroneous church, both in doctrine
and discipline, and all other sects and schisms, that
lean not only on the Seripture, though never so con-
trary to the church of Rome, is a false worshipping of
God, and not the true religion. And thus much con-
cerning religion, to discern the truth and falsehood
thereof.

“1I. 1 come now, Mr. Speaker, to the second
thing intimated unto you, which was how to discern, in
a state, between good subjects and bad, by their loyalty
and due subjection to their lawful sovercign ; in which
1 shall, under favour, observe two things.

 (1.) Lawful subjection to a king in his own person,
and the commands, edicts, and proclamations of the
prince and his privy council.

“(2.) Lawful obedience to the laws, statutes, and
ordinances made, enacted by the king and the lords,
with the free consent of his great council of state as-
sembled in parliament.

¢ For the first. To deny a willing and dutiful
obedience to a lawful sovereign and bis privy council
(for as Camden truly saith, the commands of the lords,
privy councillors, and the edicts of the prince, is all one,
Jor they are inseparable, the one never without the
other), either to defend his royal person and kingdoms
against the enemies of the same, either public or private;
or to defend the ancient privileges and prerogatives of
the king, pertaining and belonging of right to his
royal crown, ard the maintenance of his honour and
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dignity ; or to defend and maintain true religion, estab-
lished in the land, according to the truth of Ged, is one
sign of an evil and bad subject.

“ Secondly. To yield obedience to the commands
of a king, if against the true religion, against the an-
cient and fundamental laws of the land, is another sign
of an ill subject.

“Thirdly. To resist the lawful power of the king,
to raise insurrection against the king, admit him adverse
in his religion, to conspire against his sacred person, or
any ways to rebel, though commanding things against
our consciences in exercising religion, or against the
rights and privileges of the subject, is an absolute sign
of a disaffected and traitorous subject.

* And now having given the signs of discerning cvil
and disloyal subjects, I «hall only give you, in a word
or two, the signs of discerning which are loyal and good
subjects, only by turning these three signs already
showed on the contrary side.

“(1.) He that willingly and cheerfully endeavoureth
himselt to obey his sovercign’s commands for the de-
fence of his own person and kingdoms, for the defence
of true religion, for the defence of the laws of his
country, is a loyal and good subject.

*(2.) To deny obedience to a king commanding
any thing against God's truc worship and religion,
against the ancient and fundamental laws of the land,
in endeavouring to perform the same, is & good subject.

““ (3.) Not to resist the lawful and royal power
of the king, to raise sedition or insurrection against his
person ; or to set division between the king and his
good subjects, by rebellion, although commanding things
against conscience in the exercise of religion, or against
the rights and privileges of the subject ; but patiently
for the same to undergo his prince’s displeasure, whe-
ther it be to his imprisonment, confiscation of goods,
banishment, or any other punishment whatsoever, with-
out murmuring, grudging, or reviling against his
sovereign or his proceedings, but submitting willingly

Q
zZ o



342 BRITISH STATBSMEN.

and cheerfully. himself and his cause to Almighty God,
is the only sign of an obedient and loyal subject.

‘T eome now to the second means to know the dif-
ference between a good subject and a bad, by their
obedience to the laws, statutes, and ordinances made by
the king with"the whole consent of his parliament. And
in this I observe a twofold subjection : in the particular
members thercof dissenting from the general votes of
the whole parliament ; and, secondly, the whole state
of the kingdom to a full parliament.

“ First. I confess, if any particular member of a par-
liament, although his judgment and vote be contrary,
do not willingly submit to the rest, he is an ill subject
to the king and country.

*“ Secondly. To resist the ordinances of the whole
state of the kingdom, cither by stirring up a dislike in
the hearts of his majesty’s subjects of the proceedings
of parliament; to endeavour, by levying of arms, to com-
pel the king and parliament to make such laws as seem
best to them ; to deny the power, authority, and pri-
vileges of parliament ; to cast aspersions upon the same
and proceedings, thereby inducing the king to think ill
of the same, and to be incensed against the same ; to
procure the untimely dissolution and breaking offof the
parliament before all things be settled by the same, for
the safety and tranquillity both of king and state, is an
apparent sign of a traitorous and disloyal subject against
his king and country.

*“ And thus having troubled your patience, in showing
the difference between true protestants and false subjects
and traitors, in a state or kingdom, and the means how
to discern them, I humbly desire my actions may be
compared with cither, both as T am a subject, protest-
ant, and native in this country, and as I am a member
of this present and happy patliament ; and as I shall
be found guilty upon these articles exhibited against
myself and the other gentlemen, either a bad or a good
subject to my gracious sovereign and native country, to
receive such sentence upon the same as by this honour-
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able house shall be conceived to agree with law and
justice.”

Mr. Southey thinks! that this speech inculeates the
* doctrine of passive obedicnce,” and lord Nugent thinks
it a very constitutional speech. It is a matter of sur.
prise that so cminent a writer as Mr. Southey, and an
intellect so acute, should think it likely, or even pos-
sible, for such a man as he thinks Hampden to have
been (the fiercest of rebels and the most insincere),
placed in the circumstances under which the above is
saud to have been spoken, to deliver himself of such a
“ doctrine.”  What advantage was to be gained by it—
or rather, what advantage was not to be lost?  On the
other hand, lord Nugent has been wanting in candour,
and, taking the argument as he was content to rest it,
must be said to have heen worsted by his more expe-
rienced opponent.?

It occurred to neither of the disputants that the
passazes i dispute may have been garbled or incorrectly
reported.  Of this there cannot be a single doubt.  The
only writer who copies the speech is doctor Nalson,
whose slavish propensitics are well known, and whose
* collections ™ were published by Charles 11’8 «pecial
command ; yet even he cautiously introduces it thus,
© 1 tind among the pronts of that time.”  ‘The editors
of the old parhamentary history, though with a strong
royahist tendency, were more honest ; and they have re.
fused to admit the speech in its present state into their
work, on the express ground that it *“ was judged, hy
some learned gentlemen, to be surreptitious.” # The
outline is likely to have been correct enough, and pro-
bably it was this that furnished the interpolator with
the hint on which he worked.

The Buckinghamshire petition has been mentioned.
It was brought up to London, seven days after the

I Quarterly Review, before referred to,

2 1 refir at present to certain pamphlets whith followed the appearance
of areview of the “ Memonals ™ in the Quarterly ; and in which, I think,
to almost cvery other advantage, Mr. Southey uﬂled the cimnent one of

temper
3 Parl. Hist. vol. x p 169.
z 4
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attempt upon Hampden and Pym, by uvas of 400
freeholders, who had ridden up from théir m&z; gach
with a copy of the recent protestation of, {he’ céluthoms
in his hat, to show their devotedness to the pkr]mmtnt N
and to Hampden, their beloved representative. . They
complained of the ¢ very being of parliaments endangered
by a desperate and unexampled breach of privilege ;"™
and concluded, ‘“in respect of that latter attempt upon
the honourable house of commons, we are now come to
ofter our service to that end, and resolved in their just
defence to live and die.”” Subsequently & deputation of
these bold brave men carried a petition in defence of
Hampden to the king himself. A great effect was pro-
duced by the timely demonstration. !

The war began, and Hampden was one of the first in-
the field. He hastened to Buckinghamshire, and ¢ under
the woody brows of his own beauteous Chilterns,” pub-
lished the ordinance to marshal the militia of his native
county. IHe was received with enthusiasm. The only
persons who fell from his side, were some members of
his own family. This is ever one of the greatest
miseries of civil war, terrible as it is for every kind of
mlscry In a curious pamphlet of the day, a ‘¢ Dis-
covery of Mysteries,”” 1 find the following hiving and
mournful picture of England in her present extremity :

U [Tence the rovalist falsehoods respecting it have been numerous. They
are all cinbodied 1n one of the pohitical lamyoons of the day.
* Ind I for this my county bring
‘To help their kmght agamst their king,
And raise the first sedition 2
‘Though I the business did decline,
Yet 1 conceived the whole design,
And seot them their petition ™
1n the samc g spirit Hampden's visits to land are construed.
hd 1 for this bring in the Scot ?
(For 'tis no secret now) the plot
‘Was Say’s and mine together.
Ihd I for this return agan,
And rpend a winter there in van?
I went more to nvite them hither,

Though more our money than our cause
Their brotherly asmstance draws,
y labour was not lost ;
At my return I brought you thence
Necessity, their strong pretence,
And this shall quit the cost.
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—% A most imnatural war, the son against the father,
and’ the father against the son: the earl of Warwicke
ﬁghte “for the parhament and my lord Rich, his son,
is with the Xing : the earle of Dover is with the king,
and’ my lord ochford his son, is with the parliament:
so one brother against anodwr, as the carle of Northum.
Jberland with the parliament, and his brother with the
king ! the earle of Bedford with the parliament, and
his brother with the king: master Perpoint with the
. parliament, and the carle of Newark with the king:
Devereux Farmer with the parliament, and his brother,

. Thomas Farmer, together with his brother-in-law, my
lord Cockain, with the king, and the like : and of cosens
without nnmber, the onc part with the king, and the
other with the parliament: and if they do this in sub-
tlety, to preserve their ¢state, 1 say it is a wicked policie
to undoe the kingdome, which all wise men should
consider.,”  This is indeed a fearful realisation of the
pocet’s faney !

But Hampden himself was the first, in this great hour,
to throw aside every relation rave those in which he stood
to his country ; and upon the issue of the contest which
had now arrived, he cheerfully ventured all.  He spared
neither purse nor person. e subseribed 20007 to the
wants of the parliament, and accepted the commission
of a colonel. A passage from onc of doctor Heylin's
articles, however, published, in the Mercurius Aulicus
on his death, conveys a feeling of the time which was
entertained on both sides. ¢ Tt was advertized this
day, that on the death of Mr. Hampden, whom the
lower house had joyned as a coadjutor with the earle of
Esser, or rather glaced as a superintendant over him, to
gire them an account of his proceedings, they had made
choice of sir Ilenry Vane the younger, to attend that
service, who, having had a good part of his breeding
under the holy ministers of New England, was thought
to be provided of sufficient zeale, not only to inflame
his excellencie’s cold affections, but to kindle a more
fiery spirit of rebellion in his wavering souldiers.”  Be
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his position what it might, it is certain that he had not
been many days in the field, before he showed himself
a thorough master of the military duties, and * per-
formed them on all occasions most punctually,” ! The
regiment of infantry with which he enteréd the war, was
soon considered to be one of the best in the service of
the parliament.

““ The raising of troops,” says lord Nugent, “ and the
garrisoning and fortifying of towns, proceeded with rapid-
ity. The new levies were formed into regiments and
brigades. Sir Thomas Fairfax, who had been sent down
to assi3. sir John Hotham, began, but with small success,
to collect a force which was destined to make head against
the marquis of Newecastle in the north. On sir William
Waller, who had the command at Exeter, devolved a
like charge in the west, where sir Ralph Hopton, Slan-
ning, and Grenvil, occupied the greater part of the coun-
try, and some of the small sca-ports, for the king. Lord
Brook in Warwickshire, lord Say and his sons in North-
amptonshire, the carl of Bedford in Bedfordshire, lord
Kimbolton and Cromwell in Huntingdon and Cambridge-
shire; and lord Wharton, Arthur Goodwyn, Mr. West,
Mr. Bulstrode, Mr. Tirrell, and Mr. Richard Grenvil
the high sheriff, in Buckinghamshire ; Skippon and
Hollis and Stapleton in Middlesex ; and the sheriffs of
Essex, Surrey, and Berkshire, in their respective counties ;
formed the militia reinforcements for the army, which
was placed under the chief direction of the earl of
Essex. This became soon the main army of the par-
liament ; and, in the course of less than a month after
the raising of the king’s standard, the parliamentarian
force throughout England amountedgto about 25,000
men. The whole was at the disposal of the committee
of publick safety. The divisions were generally placed
under the command of such of the chiefs as had served
in the wars of Gustavus Adolphus; and a few French
and German enginecrs were engaged to superintend the
fortifications and the drilling of the artillery. The

1 Clarendon.
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brigades aud single regiments were raised and led by
such of the noblemen and country gentlemen as were
found combining with their local influence, activity,
courage, and genius enough for military affairs, to be
entrusted with commands. The regiments of infantry,
as their clothing became more complete, assumed the
colours of their respective leaders, — generally such as
had been worn by the serving men of the families.
Hollis’s were the London red-coats ; Jord Brook's the
purple; Hampden's the green.coats ; lord Say’s and
lord Mandeville's the blue. T'he orange, which had long
been the colour of lord Essex’s household, and now that
of lus hody-guard, was worn in a scarf over the armour
of all the officers of the parliament army, as the distin-
guishing symbol of their cause.  Each regiment also
carried a small standard, or cornet, with, on one side,
the deviee and motto of its colonel, and, on the other,
the watchword of the parliament —— ** God with us.”
The carl of Esex’s bore the inscription, * Cave,
adsuin,” words not well chosen, as, in the course of the
wars, they sometimes atforded occasion for jest among
the cavaliers, when his regiment chanced to be scen in
retreat, or engaged in levying contributions, or in some
such other duties which were distasteful to the parts of
the country over which it was moving, and which thus
gave asomewhat whimsical air to the warnmg.”!  Some
of these mottos were better chosen, and better justified.
In the third year of the war, the second son of the earl
of Leicester, Algernon Sidney, inscribed s standard
with the words, ** Sanctus amor patrie dat aninoum ;"
and the motto whigh was borne at the head of Hampden’s
regiment resolutely indicated its great leader’s course,
 Vestigia nulla retrorsum.”

It appears, from the returns of lord Essex’s army,
that soon after the outbreak of the war, it must have
consisted of, in the whole, ncarly 15,000 infantry and
4500 horse. Of the former there were twenty regi-
ments, The lord general’s body-guard, and the regi-

1 1 have found several of these jests an the Mercurius Aulicus.
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ments of the earl of Peterborough, the earl of Stamford,
viscount Say, viscount Rochford, viscount St. John, lord
Kimbolton, lord Brook, lord Roberts, lord Wharton,
John Hampden, Denzil Hollis, sir John Meyrick, sir
Henry Cholmely, sir William Constable, sir William
Fairfax, Charles Essex, Thomas Grantham, Thomas
Ballard, and William Bamfield.  The cavalry were in
seventy-five troops. These were all raised, as were
many of the infantry regiments, at the charge of their
commanders. They were the lord general's life-guard
of gentlemen, and the troops of the earls of Bedford,
Peterborough, and Stamford, viscounts Say, St. John,
and Fielding, lords Brook, Wharton, Willoughby of
Parham, Hastings, Grey of Groby, sir William Bal-
four, sir William Waller, sir Arthur Hazelrigge, sir
Walter Erle, sir Faithful Fortescue, Nathauiel, Francis,
and John Fienncs, Oliver Cromwell, Valentine Waugh-
ton, Henry Ireton, Arthur Goodwyn, John Dalbier,
Adrian Scroope, Thomas Ilatcher, John Hotham, sir
Robert Pye, sir William Wray, sir John Saunders,
John Alured, Edwyn Sandys, John and Thomas Ham-
mond, Alexander Pym, Anthony and Henry Mildmay,
James and Thomas Temple, Arthur Evelyn, Robert
Vivers, Hercules Langrishe, William DPretty, James
Sheffield, John Gunter, Robert and Francis Dowett,
John Bird, Mathew Draper, Henry Dimwmocke, Horatio
Carey, John Neale, Edward Ayscough, John and Fran-
cis Thompson, Edward Keighley, Alexander Douglas,
Thomas Lydcott, John Fleming, Richard Grenvil,
Thomas Tyrill, John Hale, William Balfour, George
Austin, Edward Wingate, Edward Bayntun, Charles
Chichester, Walter Long, Edward West, William An-
selm, Robert Kirle, and Simon Rudgeley. Sir John
Meyrick was, according to the military phrase then in
use, serjeant-major-general of this army, the earl of
Peterborough general of the ordnance, and the earl of
Bedford of the horse.

It was not 50 easy to equip the men as to raise them.
Matchlocks, pikes, and pole-axes supplied, howerver,
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the greater number of the infantry ; and the cavalry
were altogether hetter provided. The steel cap and
gorget, the back and breast plates, the tassets de-
scending to the knees, the long sword, carbine, and
pistols — and, occasionally, the long lances — presented
an unobjectionable setting out. The completeness of
the defences of Ilazelrigge’s regiment won them the
name of the “lobsters ; ”’ and that of ““ironsides ” has
been immortally appropriated by Cromwell’s men.
Hampden's first muster of his levies was made on
the fatal ficld of Chalgrove, where he afterwards re-
ceived his death wound.  While engaged on this his
arliest military duty, he illustrated the promptness and
decision of his character.  On hearing that some of the
king’s commissioners of array were in the neighbour-
hoad, he suddenly, without dissolving the meeting,
withdiew a small detachment from it, surprised the
commissioners, and sent them prisoners to London.
The king had found himeelf, meanwhile, at the
head of about 10,000 foot, 1500 dragoons, and 2000
ordinary horse.  On first raising bis standard at Not-
tingham he had but a ““ rapged array ' of followers ;
but, baving gone back to York, and traversed Derby-
shire, Leiccstershire, and Nottinghaishire, commanding
the attendance of the trained bands, levying forced
loans, and gathering to his “array ” all the lowest and
most dependent classes of the community, he found
himsclf, on halting at Shrewsbury, in possession of the
force 1 have named. Tt has never been denied that, as
opposed to the great bulk of Charles’s army, that of the
parliament was infinitely more ‘“ substantial 7 and in-
telligent, — consisting of almost all the inferior gentry,
frecholders, yeomen, and the sober and wealthy in-
habitants of towns; in a word, of men who had hest
reason to know the value of those rights of liberty and
property for which they now prepared to shed their
bloed. On the other hand, Charles had the church,
or rather those still surviving influences which con-
stituted its power before Pym and Hampden had rased
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the power itself to the dust; he had all the Roman
catholic party; he had the universities also; and, on
either wing, as it were, of his army, he held a ma-
jority of the nobility and the old gentry of England.
Many of the latter, indeed almost all, had joined him
from no other feeling than that subtle and delicate
sense of honour which the term loyalty implies, and
out of the indescribable instinct of which — misplaced
surely towards any but an absolute sovereign — they
argucd, that while their voices were their own in the
great parliamentary struggle for the liberties and laws,
their swords were the king's alone. “I am much
unsatisfied with the proceedings here,” wrote lord
Robert Spencer to his wife from the king’s camp, in
the first months of the war; ““nor is there wanting
daily handsome occasion to retire, were it not for grin-
aing honour. For let occasion be never so handsome,
unless a man were resolved to fight on the parliament
side, it will be said, without doubt, that a man is
afraid to fight. If there could be an expedient found
to solve the punctilio of hononr, I would not continue
here an hour.” The writer's scruples were speedily
solved, for he fell fighting under the royal standard.
To the same class of agonising doubts, notwithstanding
all the protesting eloquence of Clarendon, belong those
shrill and sad accents wherewith Falkland so often in-
geminated the word peace, peace! He was not less
weary of the times than of the position in which he
found himsclf, and he had his passionate prayer of
being ““soon out of” them both. So, too, with sir
Edmund Verney, the first standard-bearer to Charles.
He disapproved of the cause in which he had engaged,
as Clarendon confesses; but ““he had eaten of the
king's bread,” and honour bound him to the service.
He fell in the first battle.

But if < honour " was the bond of this section of the
king's party, the faster and firmer bond of liberty held
together the army of the parliament — massing, in one
compact array, all the substantial yeomanry, the mer-
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chants, the men of the towns, and a very large and
formidable minority of the peerage and landed gentry
of England. No doubts or scruples attended upon this
cause. It gave a common and elevated object to the
sympathies of all. It gave ‘“life in death” to all the
owners of it, and sufferers for it.

The civil war had now fairly begun, and much blood
was shed in occasional skirmishes on both sides. Hamp-
den was in Northamptonshire with a small brigade of
infantry and some guns, accompanied by his fellow-
representative for Buckinghamshire, Arthur Goodwyn,
and his regiment of cavalry. News reached him that
lord Brook, who had been threatened with a sicge in
his own castle, was suddenly very close pressed in War-
wickshire, and he instantly hastened to his aid.  Mean-
while the gailant Brook, after a noble and  high-spirited
triumph !, had begun a march on Northamptonshire,
and Hampden's brigade met him at Southam. A litde
army was thus formed — acting as the right wing to
Essex —and the first strong division ogenly in action.
Lord Say, lord Grey, Denzil Holles, and Cholinley,
were in command along with Brook and Hampden.

In the middle of the night, the foree of lord North-
ampton, much more considerable in mumbers, approached
within two miles of Southam, and the drums beat to
atms.  * Upon hearing whereof, the soldiers, possessed
with joy that their enemies, the cavaliers, were so near,
gave a great shout, flinging up their hats and clattering
their arms till the town rang again ; and, casting aside
all desire of meat and lodgings provided for them, went
immediately into the field adjoining to the town, ready
for battle, where they continued till the morning.”?
The enemy appeared at daybreak on the Dunsmore
roxl and lanes adjoining. At cight o'clock the fight
began. Hampden, who had taken post with his brigade
on some rising ground, charged first ; and, after a hot

! See Nugent's Memoriale, vol. ii p 224. A most interesting pasage.
24 A truc and perfect relution,” &c. quoted in lord Nugent s Memonals,
vol.u p 28,
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skirmish, the royal troops gave way, and were pursued
to the river. This was the first serious skirmish of the
war, and Hampden was the first to charge in it.
Essex’s movements were, meanwhile, wavering and
compromising ; and irrevocable mischief might have
been done, cven thug early, to the cause, but for the
wonderful energy of Hampden and lord Brook. The
eloquence of the latter nobleman’s addresses to his sol-
diers pierced through the mailed bosoms of the dullest
among the troops, and inspired them with an ever lively
enthusiasm.  ““If the nobility and bravery of the
cause,” he told some raw rcinforcements in the hall of
his noble old fortress at Warwick, “ be not sufficient
to animate cowards, and make even the meanest
8pirits courageous, I know not what possibly can stir
up mortal men to put on undaunted resolutions.”
These young troops marched to the assistance of the
main army at Northampton, and were the bravest there!
Hampden's activity and unwearied energy were sur-
prisinz : now, at the head quarters of Essex; now
leading his brigade in the general advance upon Wor-
cester ; mow present at the committce of public safety
in London; again, in a few days at Aylesbury, near
which, supported by Denzil Holles, he gave sharp fight
to a detachiment of the enemy, repulsed and pursued
them to Oxford, and then rejoined Essex. In every
action or skirmish, Hampden, perhaps too boldly, ex-
posed his person with such a daring intrepidity as,
among thousands of men, raised him to a conspicuous
mark above them all.
_ The first great pitched battle now approached. On
« bright and cold morning, the 23d of October 1642,
ahe king of England found himself, for the first time,
opposite the thick and dark masses of the armny of the
parliament of England. Ile was on the brow of a hill,
and separated from his enemy by a plain, called the
“ Vale of the Red Horse,” at Keynton-field, or Edge-
hill, in Warwickshire. He addressed his officers in
- his-tent eloquently and bravelv ;: — ¢ 1¢ this day shine
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”»

prosperous unto us,” said he, * we shall all be happy
in a glorious victory. Your king is both your cause,
your quarrel, and your captain. The foe is in sight.
Now show yourselves no malignant partics, but with
your swords declare what courage and fidelity is within
you. I have written and declared that I intended
always to mamtain and defend the protestant religion,
the righte and privileges of parliament, and the liberty
of the sabject ; and now I must prove my words by
the convineing argument of the sword.  Let Heaven
show his power by this day’s victory. to declare me
just, and as a lawful, so a loving, hing to my suhjects.
The best encouragement 1 can pive youn is this, that,
come fife or death, your king will bear you company,
and ever heep thic fie ld, this place, and this day’s ser-
vice i s maatetul remembranee.” He then rode
along the lmes, clad in steel armour, and wearing a
black velvet mantle over it, on which glittered his
brilliant star and george.  Never did Charles 1. seem
50 respeetable as whon about to <hed the blood of the
bravest and most conscrentious of his suhjects,

Old lord Lindsey, his general-in-chief, disgusted
with the overbeaning incolenee of prinee Rupert, acted
as though only noinmal commander, and put bimself
at the head of his regiment, with thus fervent prayer,
¢ Oh, Lord ! thou knowest how busy T must be this
day. It I forget Thee, do not thou forget me.  March
on. boys " When old major-general Shippon, some
days after, was in a similar position, he uscd language
ta the troops of the parliament, which was as homely,
and proved mare eftietive. — * Come, my hoys, my
brave boys, let us pray heartily, aud fight heartily, I
will run the same fortunes and hazards with you,
Rewember the cause is for God, and for the defence of
yourselves, your wives, and children.  Come, my
honest, brave hoys, pray heartily, and fight lunrt;ly,
and God will bless us,

The armies had confronted each otlier — 10,000 on
the side of the commons, and 12,000 ‘en that of the

VOL. NI AA
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king — from ten o’clock in the morning ; but the fight
did not begin till two. ‘T'he royalists would not leave
their position. The parliamentarians were the first to
advance ; and the enemy then gallantly descending into
the plain, the battle soon hotly raged on both sides.
In the front, with each a pike in his hand, Essex and
Lindsey fought with heroic gallantry. Suddenly prince
Rupert made a desperate and impetuous charge, and
broke the left wing of the parliamentarians, who jiinme-
diately fled.  The braver regiments of the right wing
and centre held their ground, charged gallantly in
return, and took several of the king's guns.  Rupert
meanwhile pushed on after the fugitives with his cha-
racterisue love of plunder, even as far as Keynton
itself, a distance of three miles; when two regiments,
led by Hampden, were scen hastening across the en-
closures to support the mangled squadrous of flying
horse.  He had left Suatford-on-Avon the might be-
fore, and pushed on with Grantham’s regument, his
own geen coats, and five guns, which the men had
dragged with difticuley through the deep roads.  He
formed instantly, and, opening fire on Rupert, ohlized
him to turn m great confusion.  Hampden could not
follow.

The king's army were sorely pressed at the time of
Rupert's re-arrival among them 5 and, mght closing m,
both parties left the ticld,  Lord Lindsey had failen
covered with wounds,  Sir Edmund Verney was aleo
slain, and the 10val standard was taken and re-taken,
On the side of the parhament two colonels, Charles
Essex and lord St John, penished ; and the entne num.
ber of men left dead upon the field are <aid to have
been about 5000, Chailes Pym behwed most gal-
lantly. A parliamentary soldier, dying of his wounds,
declared that his decpest grief was having received his
death from the hand of his brother. He had recog-
nised him among the royal troops, and turned aside ;
but not in time to avoid the fatal carabine, which was
impetuously discharged from the hand that had never
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before been raised but in aftection.! Both sides elaimed
the victory.

Hampden joined Essex early on the following morn.
ing, and implored him carnestly to press forward, foree
the king's position, reheve Banbury, and throw himeelf
at once on the contested hine of the 1oad to the capital.
Essen was timid and decisive s he marched, in pre-
furence, on Coventry 5 winle the kg, taking Banbury
s way without resistance, marched to Oxtord,
where he halted,

The next mosvement of Eowex, after considerable
slugaichiness, was upon Noithampton ;. Hampden and
Arthwr Goodwyn leading the advaneed gnand. Lord
Nuovont hus produced alctter which during the mareh
Haupdon wiote trom Notthamptn to the heatenants of
Buckimghashire o encouraze them . -

* Toomy noble Niends, colonel Bulstrode,  captan
Gremvil, captarn Tyrell, captan West, or any of
than,

Gontlewon - - The army 1y now at Notthampton,
movine overy day nearer to youn I you dishamd not,

wenay he a mntwal saceour 1o cach other 5 but b you

I8

disporees vou ke yourselves and your eountry a prey.
Y cu shall Bear dady from your seovant,
* Notthampton, Oet, o1 < Joas HauepeN,

S wrcte this encloeed Jetter yedterday, and thought
it would have come 10 vou then, but the meossenger
had oceason to sty tdl thes wmormng. We canuot be
ready to wareh tll to-worrow 3 aned then, 1 believe, we
shidl Todosire you wil e pleaced 1o <«oud to me azain
as soon s you can, to the anny, that we may hnow
what preture vou are iy and then yvou will hear which
way we goo You <hall do e a favour to catify me
what you hear of the hing’s forces ; for 1 hchieve your

D Isracli s Commentares, vol v p 357
AAY
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intelligence is better from Oxford and those parts than
ours can he,
“ Your humble servant,
“ Joun Hamrpen.

¢ Northampten, Nov. 1. 1642.”

Brentford, meanwhile, was occupied by Hollis’s regi~
ment only. A numerous force of cavalry, with some
pieces of artillery, under the command of Rupert, un-
expectedly fell upon them.  KEssex was in the house of
lords when the roaring of the cannon reached him.
He mounted horse instantly, and rode to the scene of
action, where he found the regiments of Hampden and
lord Brook already to the rescue, and the 10yalists
retiring, after having done some serious mischief.
Five times had Hampden and Brooke charged the
strects to open passage for retreat to Hollis's brave and
sufferii g men, and fve times were repulsed by over-
whelming numbers and with great carnage.

A remtorcement arrived on the following morning.
Hampden proposed then to march 3000 men to Houns-
low, and cut off the king's retieat on Oxford, while
Eswx and the main armv attacked him in front.  Ths
was agiced to; but he had not proceeded a mile on his
gallant cirand, when he was overtahen by counter
orders.  Here was another great error.  Hampden was
obliged to direct his march to Reading.  Clarendon
hims If admits, * Theie had been, in the sceret com-
mittee for the canying on the war, forming those
designs, and administening to the expenses thereof, a
long debate, with great difference of opinion, whether
they should not march direetly with their army to he-
sicge Oxford, where the king and the court was, rather
than Reading ; and, it they had taken that resolution,
a8 Mr. Hampdon, and all they who dexived still to strike
at the root, very earnestly insisted upon, without doubt
they had put the hing's affairs into great confusion.
For, hesides that the town was not tolerably fortified,
nor the garrison well provided for, the court, and mul-
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titude of nobility, and ladies, and gentry, with which
it was inhabited, bore any kind of alarum very ill.””!

These words of Clarendon, ¢ strike at the root,” ex-
plain the cause of these unhappy differences. Kssex
remained unimpeached in honour, but he never was for
« striking at the root.””  He had not, like Hampden,
when he drew his sword cast away the scabbard. He
never saw himself near to a great victory that he did
not tremble ; in defeat and disaster alone he stood ereet
and gallantly,

Hampden, mortified and sorrowful, sat down with
his forces before Reading.  Some few short months
before he had brought home a bride from that pleasant
town ! This very fact, coupled with a knowledgre that
the majonty of the inhabitants were really well affected
to the ciuse, probably guided him in his course of only
firing & few shots into the town, though commanding a
view of almost every street.  Colonel Lewis Kirke, the
father of the intamous hirke, commanded the royal-
ist garnison there; and colonel Urrie, so soon after
a renegade, seconded Hampden with a small body of
cavalry.  Kirke attempted several sallies, and was re-
pubsed with loss; and at daybreak, on the third morn-
wngr, Hampden and Urrie. judgig the garrison fatigued
and dispirited, detennned to - attempt the walls by
asault.  Accordimgly, advancmg silently from  the
trenches with 400 picked men, Hampden, in the grey
twihizht of the morming, passed the outer and second
ditch, and, mountug the rampart, threw hinself into
the northernmost bastion. A desperate resistance was
made, and ternible slaugiiter accompamed 1. “Then
Hampden, callimg forward the resaves, placed Limself
at the head of asecond attach, and agam, with fresh men
struge 'mg up the walls 1enewed the fight on the breast
of the main work.  Kirke, upon this, drew out the
whole garnison, and the ¢ conflict came to push of
pike,” chief to chicf, each at the head of his puty, and
cach cheering his men by desperate achievement. Hamp-

' (larendon’s History of the Rebulion, vol. v p. 39, %),
AA 3
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den, however, overpowereid by force, must have retired,
when Urrie, who had detached himself to the right,
pushed bhetween the cavaliers and the town. 'The fire
from the inhabitants at once ceased; and, after four
hours’ terrible struggle, and 400 men of the garrison
left dead in the place, Kirke abandoned the defence
and escaped to Oxford. Hampden remained master of
Reading, of many stores, much baggage, and a large
number of prisoners.!

And so closed the first year of the war, — brilliant
successes, on a comparatively small scale, by Hampden
— great opportunities lost by Essex! The king might
be said to be victor ; because he ought to have been,
and was not, vanquished.

Mecanwhile, Hampden had become more than ever
dear to the popular party, and hateful to the court at
Oxford. ‘The filth of the ** Mercurius Aulicus,” poured
out upon him by its religious editors, testitied to both
feelings.  About this tme T find the following in that
loyal publication : —*“ Tt is advertized by some who have
been curious in the observation, that Mr. Hampden, one of
the five members <o much talhed of, hath had many great
misfortunes sinee the beginning of these present troubles,
whercof he hath beene « principall mover ; particalarly
that he hath buried siee that time two of his daugh-
ters, one gandcehild which he had by a daughter mar-
rield to sir Robert Pye the younger, lis owne eldest
sonne aud heir ; there beng two only sonnes surviving,
whereof the one is said to be a cripple, and the other a
lunaticke ; — of which whatever use may be made by
others, ‘tis not untit but that the party whom it most
concerns would lay it close unto s heart, and make
such wse thereot” as the sad case invites him t0.” 2

' Lord Nugent's Memorials, vol 0 p 38 Kingdom’s Wedhlv Intelh-
gencer

2 Mcrcuriua Aubicusy, 1T th week  The same brutal wniter obwerved, on
the news ot the patriot s early death = ¢ Saturday, June 2+ L his day
we were aovertized that inaster John Hampden the prinapal member ot
the tive' was dead of those wounids he recerved on Sunday last 1t o, the
reader may remandber, that o the Dt weehe of this * Mercurnius,” we

told the world what ture w srnmg master Hampden * had recenved since
the begimnmg ot tms rebedbion (wnereof he war a chiete mcendiaty;, how
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Anything more horrible than such an attack as this
(supposing it true) could scarcely be conceived. It
was a gross falsehood, with only so much truth as to
give bitter pain to its illustrious object. He had in-
deed lost his eldest sen, and his favourite and beloved
daughter Mrs. Knightley, e was seldom known to
smile afterwards.

Nothing, however — not even such sorrows — could
quench his indomitable activity., He was now almost
daily on the road between the advanced posts of the
army and London, and was frequently uble to discharge,
in the same day, his double duties at the army and with
Pym in the public committee.  The poet Denham,
then m the king’s <erviee, thus deseribed it, at this time,
in onc of the lampoons from which I have already
quoted 1 —

* Have 1w often passed between
Winaror and Westinester uhacen,
And did mvacit aivide,
To heep his oxneellenca m awe,

A gove the parthament )
ot they knew none besude ?

Fortunately for Denham and his party, this was not
altogether true, Hampden was not able to  keep Ins
exceltence inawe”  His exceellency's timdity sull
forced o into every kind of error ; and so mani ost,
especially to the royaliste, was the superiority of Hamp-
den, that they attemptod, with daring artfulnes, to sow
di~<ensaons an the troops of the enemy by plam state-
ments of a rivaby for the paliamentarian command.
1 find the following in the “ Mcreurius Aulicus ;" —
“ At was this day reported exceedingly  confidently,
by come who came fon London lately, how 1t way
noised in the city, that the carle of Ewex was (o
leave the  place of generall unto Mr. Hampden, as

he had huried hisron and hor and his two daughters, two only rons sur.
yiving, whereot one was acnpple and the other o lunaticke,” which, thaugh
s gcaporate man was nnw g to make use of, et sure 1t may o ortle
the rest ot hie faction . espersaliy f they conncer that Chalgrove Ficld
wheie he now rocoved this mortal wound, was the selfsatie place where
he hest nuctered and drew up men i armes to rebel agamst the king
But whetnar the nte and de th of the lord Brook or mastor Hampden be
the better leason against treason and rebelhon, let posterity judge

AA L
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one more active, and so by consequence more capable
of the style of excellencie ; which, though it proved
not so in the event (as it is not likely), yet shows it
clearly what an ill opinion the principal maintainers-of
this rebellion have of this said earl; and with how
little confidence the common soldiers will be brought to
spend their lives under the colours and command of
such a generall, of whom they have so manifested a
distrust by their common talke, and whom they bave
80 publickly expo ed to contempt and scorn in abusive
pictures.” No doubt it was from this authority that An-
thony Wood derived his statement of such an intention
of placing Hampden in chief command having been en-
tertaimed at the commencement of the war. No good
authority ever existed for it, happy as the issue might
have been for England.

On the occurrence and disclosure of the Waller plot,
in which a cousin of Hampdon was found dishonourably
implicated, a base advantage was taken of the name by the
slavish scribes at Oxford to throw out the vilest insinua
ations against Hampden's honesty and virtue. 1 find
this alluded to in one of the journals of the parliament ;
and the extract is curious and valuable, since it supplies,
what has more than once been questioned, the real 1ela-
tionship of Waller's ftellow-conspirator to the patriot.
“ In this place, that I may not exceed the lengih. of
my semanicall mtellicence, T should return again to
speak somewhat more of the discovery of the plot which
I made mention of before; the malevolents caunot
endwe to hear of any at all, yet ~ome wondd seem to
admit of it upon condation that colonell Hampuen might
be involeed as a consprator therein 7 and, therefore,
hearing that one Hampden was intrusted about it, they
have reported that 1t was coloncll Hampden, or his
brother, Mr. Richard Hampden. And lest this report
should breed any mistake abroad, and so derogate from
the wurth of these noble and faithful gentlemen, I will
be bold to speake a word or two of thewr pedigree, so
farre only as will cleare the matter. Mr. Alexander
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Hampden that is committed was son to sir Edward
Hampden of Northamptonshire, and travelling into the
Low Countries, became cross-bearer to the queen of
Bohemia, and since the wars came over into England,
and remained in the king’s army till hee was sent with
a message to the parhament, and before hee was returned
back with an answer the plot was discovered. It is
true, they were brothers’ children, and it is too frequent,
in these times especially, that those which are neare of
blood are one agninst another,” !

Meanwhile, Hampden had just achieved one of his
most valuable services to the cause, in forming with Pym
that celebrated association of counties to which Cromwell
was afterwards chiefly indebted for his most brilliant
successes. At this time, suddenly, Lord Northamp.
tan attacke 1 his regament, and was repulsed with loss,
The nest affr he was engaged in—the assisting Gren-
vil to recover Bnll Ihill, a post of preat strength,
between Aylesbury and  Thame — was  unsuceessful,
¢ Mercunins Aulicus” made much of this; and, re-
tutning to the subject a seecond and thud time, — 1
find every week some correction of an error he had
fallen 1uto m deseribing the ¢ businesse and suceesse
at Bull,  ** For whereas, by the first mtelligence which
was wiven fram thenee, 1t was advertnzed that the forces
brought before the towne were conducted by M. Arthur
Goodwin, and that captan Greenvill, the last yeare's
she iff ot Buckingham<hire, had been hilled in the en-
terprize ; it proved, on further mformanon, that the
commander of the 10bels was not colonel Goodwin, but
one as good’as he, per omma, viz. Mr, Hampden, the
other of the two excepted an his mujestie’s pardon for the
connty of Buckmgham ; and that Greenvill was not
kalled outright, but mortally wounded in the helly, so
that 1t was conceved he could hardly escape it.”

The royahsts had now a series of succesces: lord
Wentworth, the young and gallant son of the great
lord Strafford, distinguished himself ; and the noble

' King's Pamphlety, 117 4to,
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and good lord Brooke was slain by a musket shot in
the brain, fired from the cathedral tower of Lichfield,
as he was directing the advance of a body of troops up
a street leading towards the close. This was an irre-
parable loss ; and a loss more fatal still was now near
at hand.

Some serious discontents occurred, about this period,
in the regiments which held Reading, in consequence
of an ague breaking out in that town. Hampden’s
regiment took part in them. He hurried instantly
from Westminster, where he was at the time, and, by
his prompt boldness and fiank courage, reduced the
mutineers to perfect discipline.! His spirit wearied,
however, after some great enterprise, which Essex dared
not attempt.  Deeply sorrowful, yet quiet in obe-
dience, as became the place he filled, he waited on
in hope. The soldiers are said, and with much pro-
bability, to have now clamoured for him as their leader ;
but the only notice Hampden took of this was worthy
of his noble and generous mind. e placed himself in
more frequent communication with Essex, and seemed
to counsel him and promote s views. But counsel
from Hampden continued vain in that quarter still ; —
vain as when, on four different occasions — after Edge-
hill, after Brenttord, after the attack on Rcading, and
now after the fall of Reading — its rejection had pos-
sibly bafled the immediate and final decision of the
war.  The time had now come when no more counsel
could be given, and none rejected more.

The renegade Urrie, thoroughly versed in the coun-
try and the habits of the parliamentarian army, now
planned the expedition which ended in the eventful
fight of Chalgrove. He gave the treacherous inform-
ation, that two regimeuts of the forces he had left lay
exposed to attack at Wickham. Prince Rupert, acting
on this, attacked those regiments unexpectedly ; at Post-
combe first, and then at Chinnor ; slew or took them
““ to a man,” committed infinite ciuelties, and marched

! Lord Nugent's Memonals, vol. u. p. 412.  Coates’ P'apers, May 26.
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back upon Oxford. Hampden had, on the preceding
day, strongly represented to Essex the danger to which
this part of the line was exposed, and urged the ne-
cessity of strengthening it by calling in the remote
piquets from Wycombe.

It was now too late for this; but not too late, in
Hampden's active and resolute thought, to prevent fur-
ther danger. ¢ lle had obtained ig early life,” says
lord Nugent, * from the habits of the chase, a tho-
rough knowledge of the passes of this country. It is
intersected, in the upper parts, with woods and deep
chalky hollows ; and, in the vales, with brooks and
green lanes ; the only clear roads along the foot of the
hills from east to west, and these not very good, being
the two ancient Roman highways, called the Upper
and Lower Ickenild Way. Over this district he had
expected that some great operation would be attempted
on the hing's part, to force the posts round Thame and
turn the whole eastern flank of the army. 'To this
neighbourhood he had, the evening before, 1epaired,
and had Jain that night in Watlington.!  On the first
alarm of Rupert's irruption, he sent off a trooper to
the lord general at Thame, to advise moving a force of
infantiy aud cavaby to Chiselhampton Bridge, the only
pomnt at which Rupert could recross the®river.  Some
of s friends would have dissuaded him from adven-
turing s person with the cavalry on a service which
did not properly belong to him, wishing ham rather to
leave 1t to those ofticers of lesser note, under whose
immediate command the piquets were,  But, wherever
danger was, and hope of service to the cavse, there
Hampden cver felt that his duty lay. Ile instantly
mounted, with a troop of captain Sheffield’s horse, who

P41 s traditionally said, that a muhitary chest of money was left at the
housg of one Kobert Parslow, where Hampden lay that mght, and that it
was never callod for sfter, by which means Parslaw was enabled to bes
queatn o hheral legacy to the poor of that parish — On every ammversary
ot bis funcral, November 19th, a bell tolls 1 Wathugton, fiom wonnung
tll sureet, and twenty poor men are provided with coats  These particu.
lLars 1 denive trom the witelhigent Mr John Badcodh, for forty yoars a venl.
dent at Pyrton and sts ueighbourhosd  but now of St Helen's, who wrote
m 1816 4 very wgemous hittle history of Wathiugton.”
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volunteered to follow him ; and, being joined by some of
Gunter’s dragoons, he endeavoured, by several charges,
to harass and impede the retreat, until lord Essex
sheuld have had time to make his dispositions at the
river. Toward this point, however, Rupert hastened,
through Tetsworth, his rear guard skirmishing the
whole way. On Chalgrove Field, the prince overtook
a regiment of his jgfantry ; and here, among the stand-
ing corn, which covered a plain of several hundred
acres (then, as now, unenclosed), he drew up in order
of battle. Gunter, now joining three troops of horse
and one of dragoons, who were advancing from Easing-
ton and Thame over Golder Hill, came down among
the enclosures facing the right of the prince’s line,
along a hedge-row which still forms the boundary on
that side of Chalgrove Field. The prince, with his
life guards and some dragoons, being in their front, the
fight began with several ficrce charges. And now,
colonel Neale and general Percy coming up, with the
prince’s left wing on their flank, Guuter was slain, and
his party gave way.  Yet every moment they cxpected
the maiu body, with lord Essex, to appear. Mean-
while Hampden, with the two troops of Sheffield and
Cross, having come round the right of the cavaliers,
advanced to rally and support the beaten horse. Every
effort was to be made to keep Rupert hotly engaged till
the reinforcements should arrive from Thame. Hamp-
den put himself at the head of the attack ; but, in the
first charge, he received his death-wound. He was
struck in the shoulder with two carabine balls!, which,

V¢ On the kimg's part, m this action, were lost, besides few common
men, no oficers of note, but some hust: on the enemies’ side, many of the
best otficers, more than i any battle they fought, and amongst them
(which made the news af the rest less mquired after by the one, and less
lamented by the otherj colonel Hampden, who was shot i the shoulder
with a brace ot pistol bullets, of whih wound, with very sharp pan, he
died within ten days, to as gre it a consternation ot all that party as if the
whaole army had been deteat A cut of** — Clarendon's Historu of the
Rebudlron, vol v poS1, %2 rostored text In a second passage ot this re-
stored text, porhions ot which seem to have been struck out by Clarendon
himself, there is a second allusion to the wounded, atter which the water
proceedu; ¢ OFf which Mr. Hampden was one, who would ot stay that
morning till his own regiment came up, but put hunself a volunteer i the
head of those troops who were upon their march, and was the principal




JOHN HAMPDEN. 865

breaking the bone, entered his body, and his arm hung
powerless and shattered by his side. Sheffield was
severely wounded, and fell into the hands of the enemy.
Overwhelmed by numbers, their best officers killed®or
taken, the great leader of their hopes and of their cause
thus dying among them, and the day absolutely lost, the
parliamentarians no longer kept their ground. Essex
came up too late ; and Rupert, though unable to pur-
sue, made good his retreat across the river to Oxford.”

Imwmediately after this melancholy day, “ a true re-
lation ” of the affair was published in London. I
present it, without abridgment, from the king's collec-
tion of pamphlets, When it appeared Hampden yet
lived, and hope was entertained of his recovery : —

¢ Upon Monday last it was informed, by divers
letters, and several persons that came from the army,
to this cffect, namely — That on Saturday last, three
or four troops of the king’s forces having wheeled about
from Abington to Wallingford, and from thence to-
wards Stoken Church, under the hills near to Tets-
worth, they came unto a town three miles from Thame,
called Chinner (at which place the lord generall, with
his maine forces, consicting, as it is credibly informed,
of very neer 30,000 able fighting men, were quartered),
it being upon the edge of Buckinghamshire, at which
place were quarteied about 400 of the parliament’s
forces, the greatest part whereof were forces that lately
came to assist s excellencie in the parliament’s service,
wlhich came out of Bedfordshire and Essex ; and miss-
ing of the parliament’s scouts, they came to the said

cause of vthetr preeypitation, contrary to hia aatural temper, which, though
full of courage, was usually very wary ; but now, carried on hy s fate,
he would by no means cxpeet the goneral’s coomng wp, snd he was of that
unn ersal quthonty that no officer paused 1in obeving hun And 8o in the
first charge he recaved a pistol chot i his shoulder, which broke the
bene, and put Inm to great torture, and after he had endured it about
three wecks, or less time, he died, to the most umversal griet of the par-
hament that they could have recaved from any accadent @ and at equally
mnereased the jov for the success at Oxford, and very reasonably ; for the
luss ot a man, which would bave been thought a full recompence for a
conrderable deteat, could not but be leoned upon as a glorious crown of
a victory ™ In it poscableafter thix, to eredit the statement which has been
made of Charles's affected sympathy, and offer to send bis own surgean to
Hampden ¥
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towne, and gave a sudden assault against the parlia-
ment’s forces there, and cut off some of their sentinels,
and entered the towne, and, according to their barbarous
and destructive manner, fired the same in divers places.
But, before I proceed in the further relation of this
businesse, T may not forget the valour and courage of
the parliament’s forces, which were in this towne; for
they charged the enemie with as much courage and
resolution as could be expected or performed by men
being unexpectedly assaulted, and continued fighting
with them many houres. Upon this assault of the
enemie, an alarm was given at the lord generall’s
quartcrs at Thame, upon which divers troops of horse
were designed to sally forth upon this expedition ; and
amongst those colonells and commanders that were, at
an instant, willing to hazard their lives upon this de-
signe, colonel Iampden (who is a gentleman that hath
never been wanting to adventure lns life and fortunes
for the: good and welfare of his king and countrey) may
not be forgotten, who, finding of a good troop of horse
(whose captaine was at that time willing), desired to
know whether they would be commanded by him upon
this designe :  whercupon the officers and comnmon
souldiers freely and unanimously consented, and prof-
fered to adventure their lives with this noble gentleman,
and showed much cheerfulnesse that they could have
the honour to be led by so noble a captain,  And so the
said colonell Hampden, and some other colonells and
captains, came with a considerable party of hoise with
all expedition, to assist the rest of their forces, which
as aforesaul were quartered at Chinner: anfl as soon as
the cavaliers perceived that some of the lord general's
forces were come in from Thame, they presently fled
from Chinner backe again towards Tetsworth, and were
then pursued by colonell Hampden and the rest of the lord
generall's forces that came upon this designe about two
miles ; in which pursuit there were many of the king’s
forces killed and taken prisoners. In which retreat this
is observable, that the cavaliers (as it appeared after-
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wards) had plotted, in a perfidious manner, to have
intrapped the parliament’s forces, and to have killed or
taken them all prisoners. But it pleased God to prevent
their plot; for in the way prince Rupert, who, with
about 1000 horse, lay in ambush ready to fall upon
the parliament’s forces, as they were in pursuit of the
first victory, appeared and gave a hot charge upon the
parliament’s forces: but although the carl of Essex’s
sex’s furces were scarce ten for one that were at this
tume 1n the battel, yet they gave them a brave volly of
shot, and slew many of the cnemic’s forces as well at
this place, which was near Tetsworth, as at Chinner,
and for some time, it being Sunday morning, held
them hight without the losse of many men: but, at last,
the encmie having intelhgence that some regiments of
foot were coming from Thame of the lord pencral’s
forces, they retreated towards Abmgton, and dnst not
tizht tiil they came in, for the foot forces are a great
amazement unto them.

“ Having thus farte in a generall manner declared
the truth of this businesse, it jests, in the next place,
that I enter into some particulars concerning the same,
tor the better sansfuction of the kingdome, whose ex-
pectation thursteth after the same. I dare not delude
with false and fibulous matter, and therefore 1 shall
(being the first aelater hereot) omit uncertain reports,
rather than committ that to writing which hereafter may
be questionable 5 and therefore T shall be more sparing
theremn, and wiite only those things which are authen-
tiche ; which that I may doe, — Iirst, it is certain that
colonell Hampden, that noble and valiant gentleman,
recerved @ shot with a hullet behind m the shoulder,
which stuck between the bone and the flesh, — but is
since drawn forth, and himself very cheerfull and
hearty, and is, through God’s merey, more likely to be
a badge of honour than any danger of life.

*¢ Serjt. Major Gunter, a gentn, of the parliament’s
side, was slain, and Capt®. Buller (as it is thought)
taken prisoner : some other prisoners were taken on the



368 BRITISH STATESMEN.

patliament’s side ; but, in regard the particulars of the
fight were not known when the intelligence came from
the armie, I shall omit to particularize any more of
them, '

¢ On the enemie’s side was slaine Captn. Legge (who
was once taken prisoner by the parliament’s forces, and
made an escape) ; and it is said that Col. Urrey, which
was heretofore imployed in the parliam!s. service, and
was the last weeke in London, is either killed or taken
prisoner. Thomas Howard is also taken prisoner by
the parliament’s forces, with divers other gent. of qua-
lity, besides common souldiers,

¢ The certaine number that were slain on either side,
I shall not at this time rclate, for that it was not
knowne in the army when the post that brought this
tidings came from thence ; but it is reported that there
was an equal loss on both sides, there being 400 slaine
on both sides.

A great part of the towne of Chinner was burnt by
the king’s forces; by which doings, compared with what
hath been certified out of other parts, we may see that
killing, burning; and destroying of all that is deare to
us, — is the religion, lawes, and property of the subject
they secke for.”

Essex himself immediately wrote to the spcaker of
the house of commons ; and, anxious to preserve the im-
mediate records of this memorably mournful event, I
have extracted this letter, dated the day after Ilamp-
den reccived his wound, from the same sources : —

¢« Sir, — There being some of my horse that had an
encounter with the enemy yesterday, being Sunday, 1
have thought it to give the house an account of the
particulars of it, knowing how apt many are to report
things to our disadvantage.

¢ About two of the clock on Sunday morning, the
enemy, with about 1200 horse, and a great body of dra-
goons, felle into a towne called Porcham [ Postcombe],
where one troop of horse (being Coll. Morley’s) was quar-~
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tered, of which they took thegreatest part, and from thence
went not far to another village called Chinner, where they
beat up some of the new Bedfordshire drageons, and took
some of them prisoners, and three of their colours ; and
some of the officers behaving themselves very well, and
defending the houses wherein they were, they set fire
to the towne. These being out quarters, the alarm came
where major Gunter lay with three troopes (viz.), his
owne, captain Sheffield’s, and captain Crosse’s, whom
he presently drew out, and marched towards the enemy.
Colonell Hampden being abroad with sir Sumuel Luke,
and onely one man, and seeing major Gunter's forces,
they did go along with them. Col. Dalbeir, the quar-
termaster-generall, did likewise come to them. With
these they drew near the enemy, and finding them
marching away, kept still upon the reare for nearly five
miles. In this time there joyned with them captain
Sander’s troop, and captain Buller, with fifty com-
manded men, which were sent to Chinner by sir Philip
Stapleton (who had the watch here that night at
Thame), when he discovered the fire there, to know
the occasion of it; he likewise sent one troope of dra-
goons under the command of captr. Dundasse, who
came up to them. There were likewise some of col.
Mclve's dragoons that came to them. At length our
men pressed them so near, that, being in a large pas-
ture ground, they drew up, and notwithstanding the
inequality of the numbers, we having not above 300
horse, our men charged them very gallantly, and slew
divers of them ; but while they were in fight, the enemy,
being so very strong, kept a body of horse for his re-
serve, and with that body wheeled sbout and charged
our men in the reare, so that, being encompassed and
overborne with multitudes, they broke and fled, though
it was not very far; for when I heard that our mpen
marched in the reare of the enemy, I sent to sir Philip
Stapleton, who presently marched toward them with his
regiment, and though he came somewhat short of the
skirmish, yet seeing our men retreat in that disorder,
VOL. 1II. BB
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he stopt them, caused them to draw into a body with
him, where they stood about an hour: whereupon the
enemy marched away. In this skirmish there were
slain forty and five on both sides, whereof the greater
part were theirs.

 They carried off the bodies of divers persons of
quality. On our side major Gunter was killed, but
some say he is prisoner, and so hurt; a2 man of much
eourage and fidelity, his bravery engaging him and his
small party too far. Col. Hampden put bhimselfe in
captaine Crosse his troope, where he charged with
much courage, and was unfortunately shot through the
shoulder. Sir Samuel Luke thrice taken prisoner, and
fortunately rescued. Capt®. Crosse had his horse killed
under him in the middest of the enemy, and was
mounted by one of his own men, who quitted his own
horse to save his captain.

“Captu. Buller was shot in the neck, who showed very
much resolution in this fight, taking one prisoner after
he was shott. Monsicur Dalbier, with captaine Bosa,
and capt". Ennis, did likewise carry themselves very
well.  Wee likewise lost two colours, major Gunter’s
and captain Sheffield’s. No prisoners of quality were
taken by the enemy, but captv. Sheffield's brother.
Prince Rupert was there in person, and the renegado
Urrie. Wee took prisoner one of the earl of Berk’s
sons ; captd. Gardiner, the late recorder's son of Lon-
don; and captv. Smith, with some others of quality, and
divers prisoners.

« Sir, — this is the true relation of what passed in
this businesse. I rest

“ Your assured friend,
“ Thame, 19th of June, 1643.” ¢ EssEX.

The graphic touches of the following, taken from onc of
the parliament newspapers, will complete the sad narra-
tive:—‘“ In the late skirmish with the cavaliers, between
Thame and Oxford, my lord generall's own letter, in
print, expresses the particulars where five troops of the
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parliament's forces charged fifteen troops of the enemie’s;’
and did, with their pistols and carabines, at the first
charge, doe great execution ; but the enemy, when they
begun to close, having long rapiers and swords, a foot
and halfe longer than ordinary, did therewith much
annoy the parliament soldiers, except that great spirited
little sir Samuel Luke, who so guarded himselfe with
his short sword, that he escaped without hurt — though
thrice taken prisoner, yet rescued, and those to whom
he was prisoner slaine. The third time he was taken
prisoner, one of his own men, seeing two lead away his
master a-foot, with his carabine he killed one of them,
and run the other through with his sword, and mounted
sir Samuel upon one of their horses, and brought him
cleare off ; for which his noble master gave him 1001,
as he well deserved 1t. Colonel Hampden and serjeant-
wajor Guuter were hurt at the first charge, colonel
Urrey, that rencgado, crying, ¢ That's Ilampden,’
¢ That’s Gunter,” ¢ That's Luke,” which made the cnemy
so fierce upon our commanders. This false-hearted
Urrey, that hath so long served the parliament under
pretence’ of affection, and hath been privy so much to
the counsells of the army, communicating from time to
time to the cavaliers at Oxford the designes of the
earl of Essex, about three or four days after he run
away to Oxford, knowing the quaiters of the parlia-
ment's army, commanded a party of the cavaliers, and
50 hetrayed the parliament’s forces in the said skirnmish.”

The royalists soon received the welcome news of
this dreadful day. ¢ One of the prisoners,” says lord
Clarendon, “who had been taken in the action, said
¢ that he was confident Mr. [Jampden was hurt, for he
saw him ride off the field before the action was done,
which he never used to do, and with his head hanging
down, and resting his hands upon the neck of his
horse ;* by which he concluded he was hurt.” 1Itis
a tradition, lord Nugent adds, in an affecting pas-
sage of his Memorials, * that he was seen first mov-
ing in the direction of his father-in-law’s (Sieon’s)

nB 2
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house at Pyrton. There he had in youth married
the first wife of hie love, and thither he would have
gone to die. But Rupert's cavalry were covering
the plain between. Turning his horse, therefore, he
rode back across the grounds of Hazeley in his way to
Thame. At the brook, which divides the parishes, he
paused awhile ; but it being impossible for him, in his
wounded state, to remount, if he had alighted to turn
his horse over, he suddenly summoned his strength,
clapped spurs, and cleared the leap. In great pain,
and almost fainting, he rcached Thame, and was con-
ducted to the house of one Ezekiel Browne, where, his
wounds being dressed, the surgeons would, for a while,
have given him hopes of life. But he felt that his hurt
was mortal ; and, indulging no weak expectations of
recovery, he occupied the few days that remained to him
in dispatching letters of counsel to the parliament, in
prosecution of his favourite plan. While the irresolute
and lazy spirit which had directed the army in the field
should continue to preside in the council of war, Hamp-
den had reason to despair of the great forward move-
ment to which he had throughout looked for thé success
of the cause. And now the reinforcements which were
pouring into Oxford from the north, and the weakened
condition of the parliament, made the issue of this more
doubtful. His last urgent advice was to concentrate
the position of the army covering the London road, and
provide well for the threatened safety of the metropolis,
—and thus to rouse the troops from the mortifying
remembrance of their late disasters to vigorous prepar-
ations, which yet might lead, by a happier fortune, in
turn to a successful attack.”

But after nearly six days of cruel suffering, his bodily
powers no longer sufficed to pursue or cenclude the
business of his earthly work. About seven hours before
his death he received the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper,
declaring, that ‘“ though he could not away with the
governance of the church by bishops, and did utterly
sbominate the scandalons lives of some clergymen, he
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thought its doctrine in the greater part primitive and
conformable to God's word, as in Holy Scripture re-
vealed.” He was attended by Dr. Giles, the rector of
Chinner, with whom he had lived in habits of close
friendship, and Dr. Spurstow, an independent minister,
the chaplain of his regiment. At length, being well
nigh spent, and labouring for breath, he turned himself
to die in prayer. “ () Lord God of hosts,” said he,
“ great is thy mercy, just and holy are thy dealings unto
us sinful men. Save wme, O Lord, if it be thy good
will, from the jaws of death. Pardon my manifold
transgressions. O Lord, save my bleeding country.
Have these realms in thy special keeping.  Confound
and level in the dust those who would rob the people of
their liberty and lawful prerogative. Let the king see
his error, and turn the hearts of his wicked counsellours
from the malice and wickedness of their designs.  Lord
Jesu, receive my soul !”  He then mournfully uttered,
“ O Lord, save my country. O Lord, be merciful to
..... ” and here his speech failed him. He fell back
in the bed, and expired.!

He was bhuried among the hills and woods of the
Chilterns,  Many troops in the neighbourhood followed
the beloved body to its grave, in the parish church ad-
joining his mansion. With arms reversed, drums and
ensigns muffled, and heads uncovered, they marched
with what remained of the illustrious patriot to his last
resting place, singing the 90th Psalin as they went, and
the 43d as they returned.

The ¢ Weekly Intelligencer ” published an interest-
ing article the weck after his death, which is here sub-
joined: — “ The losse of colonell Hampden goeth near the
heart of every man that loves the good of his king and
country, and makes some conceive little content to be at
the urmy now that he is gone. It offers me an oppor-
tunity to present you with some more weekly in-
telligence, which I intend to continue. The memory
of this deceased colonel is such thatjin no age to come

’ ) Clough’s Narration,

BB 3
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but it will more and more be had in honour and
esteeme :—a man so religious, and of that prudence,
judgment, temper, valour, and integrity, that he hath
left few his like behind him. His bitterest enemies
could never fasten any action of disrepute upon him,
but one (as they called it), which I conceive was for
his eternall honour,—that he was £00 zealous a Christian
(as by their pamphlets at Oxford appeares), which, if
it be a sinne, then of all sinnes in this world the
eavaliers are least guilty of it. What man of this
kingdome deserved more of the commonwealth (when
it was almost treason to say, I will stand for my liberty),
than this gent. did, when he (alone) stood for the
subject’s liberfy and property, choosing, rather than to
pay 40s. to the prejudice of the subjeet, to spend
10004. in the lawful defence thereof, viz., in the great
intollerable tax of ship-money (in the times of peace,
when there was no need of it, but that the designes
of the times were to break the ice to drive us under
an atbitrary government) ; and I appeale to the con-
sciences of the malignants, if they did not honor him
then above all the subjects in the kingdome ? Master
Hoborne (though now through other respects of another
mind:) was then one of his chiefe champions to plead
his and the kingdome's case ; for his temper and
prudence in the carriage of tHat business he was ad-
mired of all men, and God (contrary to the designes of
man, and the countenance of great lords and courtiers
now at Oxford, then present to awe the judges at the
time of the argument of that case,) produced good
effects to the kingdome, and damned ship-money in the
opinion of the people, whatever the opinion of some of
the judges were. How hath this gentleman carried
himselfe since this parliament begun? Constant to
defend our religion and libertie, for which cause alone
{for no other cause yet appeares to the warld) he with
four others was accused of high tresson by master
Herbert, first the queen’s attorney, then the king’s, who,
being afterwards questioned for it in the presence of
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bath houses of parliament, did publicly declare that
though he accused them of high treason, whereby their
lives lay at stake, their estates might become forfeit,
and their posterity branded with infamy, yet he had
no more cause, proofe, Or reason to accusc Inaster
Hampden, or any of the other foure members, than to
accuse the child unborne ; onely his master commanded
him to do it, and the king offered to pass a bill to cleare
him and them, though since refused ; and by his last
proclamation of the 16th of June instant to dissolve this
parliament, passes by one of the fice members in the
particular exception, notwithstanding the said accu-
sations. 1 will add oncly a word more concerning him
{though too much of his worth cannot be said), that his
whole endeavours since the parliament begun was for
the publick, not regarding his private in any kind.
He wiscly foresaw the designes of the counsell about the
king to introduce a tyrannical government, and thereby
to set up popery ; and was sensible of the correspon-
dency of counsels in the distractions of the three king-
domes (as both houses bave voted) ; and that, all former
plots and designes against Scotland and this present
parliament failing, the said counsells resolved on the
bloody rebellion in Ireland, and the destroying this
parliament by the sword, as their last refuge to bring
to pass their designes ; which encouraged him timely to
contribute his advice to the kingdom to be in a posture
to defend themselves ; and least it should be thought
to oppose the king, or to injure him, these words have
I seene in writing, which upon an occasion he used in
parliament, viz., ¢ Perish may that man and his
posterity, that will not deny himself in the greatest part
of his fortune (rather than the king shall want) to make
him both potent and beloved at home, and terrible to
his enemies abroad, if he will be pleased to leave those
evill counsells about him, and take the wholesome ad-
vice of his great counsell the parliament !’ And with
this dutifull and loyall heart to his prince, and endea-
vour to bring him to his parliament for his countrie’s
BB 4



376 " BRITISH STATESMEN.

good, he sacrificed his Life; and said, before he died,
that if he had twenty lives all should go this way,
rather than the gospel of our salvation (now so much
fought against) should be trampled under foot.”

And in an article of the * Weekly Accompt,” writ-
ten on the same sad occasion, some circumstances ‘are
added to our previous knowledge of the patriot: —
¢ Speaking of the affaires of Buckinghamshire, it
puts me in remembrance of master Hampden, that
noble patriot of his country, whose losse is infinitely
lamented in all places ; for it is well knowne to the
whole kingdom how much he suffered for the good
of his country, and that he endured for a long time
together (about sixteen yeares since) close imprison-
ment in the Gate House about the loane money, which
indangered his life, and was a very great meanes so to
impaire his health, that he never after did looke like
the same man he was before. And did he not spend a
great sum of money out of his own estate in defence
of the kingdome's right in that great case of ship-
money ? And, to be bricfe, as he was indued with more
than ordinary parts of wisdom, knowledge, and under-
standing, so was he as careful to improve and make a
right use of them; so that (like Zachary and Eliza-
beth) he walked unblameable in all his conversation.
That very day which he received that fatal wound he
was just fifty years of age. During the time that he
lived after, which was just a weeke, he showed a
wonderful measure of patience and meeknesse, being
full of divine sentences, speaking as if he felt no pain ;
saying it was nothing but what he dayly expected, and
that he had long prepared against that time ; and con-
tinued of perfect memory, cheerful spirit, constant in
the cause, and encouraging others unto the last ; and
departed without feeling any pain at all, going out of a
sweet slumber into a quiet sleepe. He was Jcarried
from Thame to Hampden, and interred in his father’s
tomb.”

These extracts from the now scarce and valuable
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records ofthe time, may- be closed with some lines from
an ¢ elegic,” not uttetly unporthy of*the theme, written
by a friend and “ fellow-soldier * of Hampden. They
embody a picture of the great soldier himself in the ex-
citement of battle.

“ Though my malicious fate debarred my will
From waiting on your valour, when the shrill
And hasty trumpet bade your honour goe
‘With disadvantage "gainst the subtle foe ; —
‘When treachery and odds, crowned with successe,
Did triumph over our unhappinesse s —

Yet give ine leave, Renowned Dust, to send

My grateful muse in mourning to attend,

And.strcw some czprenu on yol:r martial hearse.
-

‘Was he not pious, valiant, wire aud just,

Loyall and temperate 2 Every thing that must

Make up a perfect harmony ¢ Yee know

His constant nctu;nl have declared him so. R
- -

So was he ttuly valiant I have seene

Hem ¢ 8 front of 's regiment i greene,

When death about hem, did 1n ambush lye,
And whizzing shot tke showres qf arrowes fiye,
Waving s cong’ring stecle, as of that he

From Mars had got the sole monopohe
(J{ neve) -faling courage : and so cheare

1 u.ﬁghung mcnz . .

Farewell, beloved in parliament and field,
Farewell, thy soldier's faithful broken shicld !**

And now, to complete the information which has
been collected in these pages concerning one of the
greatest men of the English history, the character which
Clarendon has drawn of him in unfading colours may,
without hesitation, be added. No one who has glanced
through this work can be at aloss to separate the just
from the unjust.

¢ He was a gentleman of a good family in Bucking-
hamshire, born to a fair fortune, and of a most civil
and affable deportment. In his entrance into the
world, he indulged to himself all the license in sports,
and exercise, and company, which was used by men of
the most jolly conversation. Afterwards, he retired to
a more reserved and melancholy society, yet preserving
his own natural cheerfulness and vivacity, and, above
all, a flowing courtesy to all men; though they whe
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conversed nearly with him, found him growing into 8
dislike of the ecclesiastical government of the church,
yet most believed it rather a dislike of some churchmen
and of some introduceinents of theirs, which he appre-
hended might disquiet the public peace. He was rather
of reputation in his own country, than of publicadis-
course or fame in the kingdom, before the business of
ship-money ; but then he grew the argument of all
tongues, every man inquiring who and what he was,
that durst, at his own charge, support the liberty and
property of the kingdom, and rescue his country, as he
thought, from being made a prey to the court. His
carriage throughout this agitation was with that rare
temper and modesty, that they who watched him most
narrowly to find some advantage against his person, to
make him less resolute in his cause, were compelled to
give him a just testimony; and the judgment that
was given against him infinitely more advanced him
than the service for which it was given. When this
parliament begun, (being returned knight of the shire
for the county where he lived,) the eyes of all men were
fixed on him as their patrice pater, and the pilot that
must steer the vessel through the tempests and rocks
which threatened it. And I am persuaded his power
and interest, at that time, were greater to do good or
hurt than any man’s in the kingdom, or than any man
in his rank hath had in any time ; for his reputation of
honesty was universal, and his affections seemed so
publicly guided, that no corrupt or private ends could
bias them.

“ He was of that rare affability and temper in debate,
and of that seeming humility and submission of judgment,
asif he brought no opinion of his own with him, but a de-
sire of information and instruction ; yet he had so subtle
a way of interrogating, and, under the notion of doubts,
inginuating his objections, that he left his opinions
with those from whom he pretended to learn and receive
them. And, even with them who were able to preserve
themselves from his infusions, and discerned those opi-
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nions to be fixed in him with which they could not
comply, he always left the character of an ingenuous and
conscientious person. He was, indeed, a very wise
man, and of great parts, and possessed with the most
absolute spirit of popularity — that is, the most absolute
factlties to govern the people—of any man I ever knew.
For the first year of the parliament, he seemed rather
to moderate and soften the violent and distempered
humours, than to inflame them ; but wise and dis-
passioned men plainly discerned that that moderation
proceeded from prudence, and observation that the
season was not ripe, rather than that he approved of
the moderation; and that he begdt many opinions
and notions, the education whereof he committed to
other men, so far disguising his own designs that he
seemed scldom to wish more than was concluded ; and,
in many gross conclusions, which would hereafter con-
tribute to designs not yet set on foot, when he found
them sufficiently backed by wmajority of voices, he
would withdraw himself before the question, that he
might scem not to consent to so much visible unreason-
ableness ; which produced as great a doubt in some, as
it did approbation in others, of his integrity, What
combination soever had been originally with the Scots
for the invasion of Kngland, and what further was
entered into afterwards in favour of them, and to ad-
vance any alteration of the government in parliament,
no man doubts was at least with the privity of this
gentleman.

¢ After he was among those members accused by the
king of high treason, he was much altered ; his nature
and carriage seeming much fiercer than it did before.
And without question, when he first drew his sword, he
threw away the scabbard ; for he passionately opposed
the overture made by the king for a treaty from Notting-
ham, and as eminently any expedients that might have
produced any accommodations in this that was at Ox-
ford; and was principally relied on, to prevent any
infusions which might be made into the earl of Essex
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towards peace, or to render them ineffectual, if they
were made; and was indeed much more relied on by
that party than the general himself. In the first entrance
into the troubles, he undertook the command of a regi-
ment of foot, and performed the duty of a colonel, on
all occasions, most punctually. He was very temperate
in dict, and a supreme governor over all his passions and
affections, and had thereby a great power over other
men’s. Ile was of an industry and vigilance not to be
tired out or wearied by the most laborious, and of
parts not to be imposed upon by the most subtle or
sharp, and of 3 personal courage equal to his best
parts; so that he was an enemy not to be wished,
wherever he might have been made a friend ; and as
much to be apprehended where he was so as any man
could deserve to be; and therefore his death was
no less congratulated in the one party than it was con-
doled in the other. In a word, what was said of Cinna
might well be applied to him ; ¢ he had a head to con-
trive, and a tongue to persuade, and a hand to execute,
any mischief.” His death, therefore, seemed to be a
great deliverance to the nation.”

In other words, the death of the noble and fearless
Hampden, while it plunged every honest English heart
into the depths of sorrow, revived in the tyranc Charles
and his slavish ministers their hope of being able to
trample into the dust, once more, the laws and liberties
of England.
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A.

A Dircovery of the great Plot for the utter Ruine of the
City of London and the Parliament; as it wuas at
large mude known by John Pym, Esq., on Thursday,
being the 8th of June, 1643, at @ Common IHuall :
and afterwards corrected by his own Hand for the
Press.

Jon~ vy, Esq. us Senkch.

My Lowp Mavonr, and you worthy citizens of this famous
and magnificent city, — We are sent hither to you from the
house of commons, to make known to you the discovery of
great and a mischievous design, tending not only to the ruine
and destruction of the city and of the kingdom, but which,
in those ruines, would likewise have buried religion and
liberty. I might call it a strange design, though in these late
times designs of this kinde have beene very frequent, because
it exceeds others in divers considerable circumstances of it—
in the malice of the intention, in the subtlety of contrivance,
in eatent of mischiefe, and neernesse of execution ; all which |
arose from the wickednesse of the authors. Two others may
be added, that is, the cleernesse of the discovery and proofe,
and the greatnesse of the deliverance pron.eedmg from the
great mercies of God.

I shall, in the opening of this design, take this course for my
own memory and your's.

Observe, first, what was in their ayms. Secondly, the va-
riety of preparations, Thirdly, the degrees of proceeding.
Fourthly, the maturity and readinesse for execution.
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The parliament, the city, and the army seem to be the three
vitall parts of this kingdom ; wherein not only the well-being,
but the very life and being of it, doth consist : this mischief
would have seized upon all these at once.

The city should have been putinto such a combustion, as to
have your swords imbrued in one another’s bloud : — The par-
liament should have been corrupted, and betrayed by their
own members: — The army destroyed, if not by force, yet
for want of supply and maintenance, that so they might have
had an open and a cleerer way ta the rest, which they had in
proposition, especially to that main and supreame end, the ex-
tirpation of religion.

I shall tell you, first, out of what principles this did rise.
It was from the ashes of another design that failed — that mu-
tinous petition which was contrived in this city. The actors of
that petition being therein disappointed, they fell presently into
consultation how they might compasse their former end in
another way, that is, under pretence of securing themselves by
force against the ordi es of parli t. Thus, under pre-
tence of procuring peace, they would have made themselves
masters of the city, yea of the whole kingdom, and they would
have ruined and destroyed all those that should have inter-
rupted them in their mischievous intentions,

The first step in their preparation was to appoint a com-
mittce that might often meet together, and consult how they
might compasse this wicked end. Their next was, that they
might enable that committee with intelligence both from the
armies, as well those on the king's side (as they call them~
selves, tho' wee bee of the king's side indeed) as those that are
raised by the parlinment ; especially they were careful to un-
derstand the proceedings of parliament, that so by the advan-
tage of this intelligence they might the better effect that which
they had in project, and find the readiest and the nearest ways
toit.  After they had thus provided for intelligence, how they
might procure powerand countenance to this action by some ap-
pearing authority of his majesty was next considered ; for which
purpose, they projected to get a commission from the king,
whereby many of themselves, and of those that were of their
own consort, should be established a counsell of war in
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London and parts adjacent, with power to raise forces, make
pr of ition, and of other kinde of arms, and to
give authority for the Ieulmg and conductiug of those forces,
and to raisc money or the maintenance of them, and, as it is
expres<'d in the commission, for the destruction of the army,
under the command of Robert E. of Essex, mised by authority
from the two hLouses of parliament.

Having layd these grounds, I shall in the next place dis-
cover to you those that should have been actors and agents in
this business, their severall qualifications and relations.

The first sort was some members of the city, whereof there
were divers (you shall hear the names out of the proof) ; and
the next was (in their pretence, as they gave out) members of
the two houses of parliament; and the third sort was two
gentlemen, master Waller, and a brother-in-law of his, master
Tomkiny, that were to he agents betwixt the parliament and
the city, as they pretended; then a fourth sort was those
that were to be messengers to convey intelligence from this
place to the court at Oxford, and to other places where there
should be occasion; and the fifth and last consisted but in
one man, that we yet discover, and that was the lord of Fulk-
land, that kept correspondency with them from the court.
These were to be the actors in this mischievous design.

They began then to think upon some other courses of very
great advantage to themselves.

The first was of combination, how they might be more closely
conjoyned one to another, and how they might be more secure
from all others that were not of the same party. And for this
purpose, there was devis’d a protestation of secresy, whereby,
as they were Chiristians, they did bind themselves to keep one
another’s counsell, not to reveal that which they hud knowledge
of, or which they were trusted with.  And the second was a
warinesse in discovering the businesse to any of those who
were to be brought into the plot, though they came in amongst
them to be of them.  They would mot trust all of their own
body, but they took this wary and subtile course, that no man
should acquainte above two in this businesse; that so, if it
came to examination, it should never go further than three, by
the same party that discovered it; and then those two had the
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i;h power, that any one of them might discover it to two
" others, that so still it might be confined within the number of
three ; — then there was a speciall obligation (as was pretended
by Mr. Waller), which he had made to those that he said were
members of both h of parli t, and c ting to this
plot; but that is yet but a pretence —no names or parties are
known.

After they had provided thus for their combination, and for
their security, then, in the next place, they thought of some

of aug ion ; how they might encrease their num-
bers, and draw in others to come to be of their party ; and for
this they did resolve to use all the art and subtilty to irritate
men’s minds against the parliament. They found out those
that thought themselves most heavily burdened with the taxes ;
they did cherish all that had any discontents about the assesse-
ment, advising them to repaire to the committee for case,
which they knew would be difficult to obtain, and that they,
being disappointed, would be more enraged, and the apter to
joyn them in this plot.

From this care of augmentation, they went in the next
place, to find out some means of discovery, that they might
know how far their party did extend, who were of their side,
and who were against them ; and for this purpose they did de-
vise, that there should be a survey of all the wards, nay of all
the parishes within the city of London, the suburbs and places
adjoining in every parish, to observe those that werc for them,
whom they called right men, and others that were against them,
whom they called averse men ; and then a third sort, whom
they called neutralls and indifferent men ; and they appointed
severall persons that were trusted with this survey and en-
quiry, to find out these severall degrees and sorts in every
parish.

Thus far this design seems to be but a work of the brain,
— to consist only in invention and subtilty of design ; but the
other steps and degrees which I shall now observe to you, will
make it to be a work of the hand, to bring it somewhat nearer
to execution.

The first step that came into action and execution was, that
they procur'd this commission which they had before designed,
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and endeavour'd to ‘obtain. Now they had obtaineda coms .
mission, (as I told you before) to establish certain men, seven-
teen in number; their names are there expressed, and you
shall heare them read to you. They were to be a counsell of
war here within the city. These scventeen men had power to
name others to themselves to the number of twenty-one, and
both were to be cnabled to appoint, not only colonells and
captains, and other inferiour officers of an army, but to appoint
and nominate a gencrall ; they had power to raise men, to raise
arms, ammunition, and to do all those other things that I told
you before ; and to lay taxes and impositions to raise money ;
and to cxecute martiall law.

When they had gone thus far, in the next place they did ob-
tain a warrant from the king, and this was to Mr. Clla]]ona:,
that he might reccive money and plate of all those that, either
by voluntary contiibution or loan, would furnish the king (as
they called it) in this necessity of his; and” thereby the king
was obliged to the repayment of it.  This was obtained.

By this cometh in the list, and what was before part of the
design, cometh now into act,  The citizens that were trusted
with framing of this list, brought it in, except in some few
parishes, under those heads of discovery that I formerly told
you of : — that is, in every parish, who were right, and who
were indifferent and neatrall, and who were averse; and those
were brought to Mr. Waller’s house ; and after they had de-
livered that list; the citizens then declared themselves that now
they had done their part; they had discovered to them a foun-
dation of strength, they did cxpect from them a foundation of
countenance and authority, namely, from both houses of par-
liament; and they did declare that they would proceed no
further, uli they knew the names of those members of' hoth
houses that should joyn with them, and should undertake to
cc this busin M. Waller made this answer: That
he did assure them that they should have members of both
houses, both lords and commons, to joyn with them ; that he
himseclfe was but their mouth ; that he spoke not his own words
but their words ; that he was but their agent and did their
worke ; that they should have of the ablest, of the beut, and of
the greatest lords, and the greatest number, nay, that they

YOL. I1I. co
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should pick and chuse; that they could not wish for a lord,
whom he doubted not but to procure them: this was the
vanity of his boasting to them to draw them on, and to en-
courage them in this plot. This being done now, and pro-
pounded by the citizens on their part, so Mr. Waller pro-
pounded from the lords divers quearies, questions which had
been framed (as he sayd) by the lords and commons, and in
their name he did present them, that were for the removall of
difficulties, of some obstructions that might hinder this worke.
Those quacries were delivered upon Friday was se’ennight to
some of the citizens, and upon the Saturday morning (that
was Saturday se’ennight), they were returned back again with
answers.

I shall now relate to you, both the queries, and the answers
that were returned by those of the city.

The first queerie was, What number of men there were
armed? The answer was, That there were a third part well
armed, and a third part with halberts, and another third part
with what they could get, with that that came to hand.

The second quaerie was, In what places the magazines were
laid?  The answer to that was, At alderman Fowk’s house, at
Leaden Hall, and at Guild Hall.

The third querie was, Where the rendezvouz should be?
The answer was, At all the gates, at the places of the maga-
zines, in Cheapside, in the Exchange, and at what other places
the lords should think fit.

The fourth querie was, Where the place of retreat, if therce
should be occasion? The answer was, That they had Banstead
downs, they had Blackheath in proposition, but they did refer
the conclusion of the place to the lords.

The fifth was, What colours there should be? To this it
was answered, That at every rendezvouz there should be
colours, o

A sixth consideration was, By what marks and tokens they
should be distinguished from others, and know their friends
from their enemies ? To that it was answered, That they shiould
have white ribands or white tape.

Then, in the seventh place, it was asked, What strength
there was within the walls, and what strength without the
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walls? To that it was answered, That within the walls, there
was for one with them, three against them; but without the
walls, for one against them, there was five for them,

The eighth was, What was to be done with the Tower?
The answer was, That they could conclude nothing in that
point.

The ninth was, Where the chiefe commanders dwelt? To
that they made this answer: That every parish could tell what
new commanders and captai they bad, and who of the
militia dwelt in it.

The tenth and the last was, What time this sheuld be put in
exccution? To that the answer was, That the time was wholly
left to the lords.

After these queercs thus propounded and answered, Master
Waller told them that he would acquaint the lords with those
answers that he had received from them to their quecres, and
wished them not to be troubled, though the lords did not vet
declare themselves, for they could do them as good service in
the house.

Being proceeded thus “far, they came then’ to "some propo-
sitions which should be put in exccution, and they were
these :

First, that they would take into their custodie the king's
children that were here.  The second was, that they would lay
hold of all those persons that they thought should be able to

<tand in their way, or to give them any impediment, or at least
of some considerable number of them. It is unlike that all
were named ; but some were named. Of the lords’ house there
was named, my lord Say, and my lord Wharton, ard besides,
my lord major, whom they took into their consideration, as
the head of the city. There was named of the house of com-
mons, sir Philip Stapleton, ter Hampden, ter Strode,
and they did me the honour and the favour to name me too.
When they had taken into consideration the surprizall of these
bers of both h , they did further takeinto their further
resolution, that with my lord major should have been seized
all your committce of militia; they would not sparc one of
them. They intended further, that they would release all pri-
soners that had bin committed by the parliament, that they

cc 2
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would seize upon the magazines, and that they would make a
declaration to satisfie the people.

There are no desigues, be they never so ill, but they do put on
a mask of some good ; for betwirt that that is absolwtcly und ap-
parently ill, there is no congruity with the will of man; and
therefore the worst of evils are undertaken under a shadow and a
shew.of goodnesse.  Thus declarations must be set out, to make
the people beleeve that they stood up for the preservation of re-
ligion ; for the preservation of the ling's prerogative, of the liber-
ties of the subjecty of the priviledges of parliament, and of these
onc thousand were to be printed ; they were to be set upon
posts and gates in the most considerable and open places; and
they were to be dispersed as much as they could thorow the
city against the time it should be put in execution. This was
done upon Saturday last was se’cnnight, in the morning.

"Then, in the next place, they thought fit to give intelligence
to the court of what proceedings they had made here, and
thereupon master Hazel he was sent to Oxford that very Sa-
turday in the afternoon from master Waller’s house. There
were two messages sent by him, for this main designe they
would not trust in writing : the firnt message was from master
Waller ; it was that he should tell my lord of Falkland that he
would give him a more full notice of the great businesse very
speedily ; the other message fiom master Tomkins, and that
was, — that the designe was now come to good maturity ;
that they had so strong a paity in the city, that though it were
discovered, yet they would be able to put it in execution.  They
promised also to give notice to the King of the very day, and,
if it were possible, of the very hour, whercin this should be put
m exceution ; and then they did desire, that when they had
seized upon the out-works, that there might some party of the
king’s army come up within fiftcen miles of the city, who
upon knowledge of their proceedings must be admitted into
the city.  These were the foure points upon which the mes-
sage did consist, which was sent from master Tomkins to my
lord of Falkland, by master Tlazel. To both these messages
my lord of Falkland returned an answer by word of mouth.
They kept themselves so closely that they durst not venture to
write ; but he bid the ¢ ger to tell ter Waller, master
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Tomkins, and master Ilampden (¢ gentleman that wus sent up
with a message from the king, and remained here in town to
ggitate this business, and made that wse of his bewng here in
town), that hee could not well write, but did excuse him-
sclfe, but prayed them that they would use all possible haste
in the main businesse.

Master Waller, having plotted it, and brought it on thus far,
row began to thinke of putting it further; and the Tuesday
following this Saturday, which was Tuesday was se’ennight in
the evening, after he came home to his lodgings master
Tomkins and he being together, he told master Tomkins, that
the very next morning, that was Wednesday, the fast day, he
should goe to my lord of Holland, and acquaint him with this
plot, discover so much to him as he thought fit, that he him-
selfe would goe to some other lords, and doe the like. This
was the Tuesday night, in which conference they had put on
that confidence in expectation of successe in this plot, that
master Waller broke out with a great oath, to affirm, — That
if they did carry this throughout, then we will have any thing.
This he spake to master Tomkins with a very great deal of
earnestnesse and assurance.  So far they went on in hope and
expectation ; but here they were cut short.  That very night
there were warrants issued (upon some discoveries that were
made of this plot) to the lord major and to the sheriffs here,
which they did execute with so much diligence and care of the
good of the city, that the next morning, when master Ton.kins
and master Waller should have gone about their businesse,
they were apprehended, and the rest of the ciuzens, divers of
them ; but some escaped.

Thus farre I have discovered to you the materials and the
lineaments of this mischievous designe; you shall now be
pleased to hear the proofs and the confessions out of which
this narration doth arise, and that will make all this good te
you that I have said; and after those are read, I shall then tell
you what lath been done since in the house of commons,
sumewhat in the house of lords, and what else is in proposition
to be offered to you from the house of commons; but I shall
desire you first that you may bee fully convinced of the great
goodnesse of God, in discovery of ¢his plot, and the truth of

oo 3
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these things that I have spoken to you, that you will hear the
evidence of the proofs,and then we shall go on to those other
things which we have in charge. .

The proofs having been read, Mr. Pym proceeded thus: —

Gentlemen, we have held you long ; you are now almest
come to the end of your trouble. I am to deliver to you some
shoit obscrvations upon the whole matter, and then to acquaint
you with the resolutions thereupon, taken in the house of
commons; and to conclude with a few desires from them to
you.

The observations are these:  First, I am to observe to yous
the contrariety betwixt the pretences with which this designe
hath beene mark’d, and the truth. One of the pretences was
peace ; the truth was blood and violence. Another of the pre-
tences was, the preserving of propriety ; the truth was, the in-
troducing of tyranny and slavery, which leaves no man master
of any thing he hath.

A sccond observation is this: The unnaturall way by
which they meant to compasse this wicked designe: that was
to destroy the parliament, by the members of parhament ; and
then, by the carcasse and shadow of @ parliament, o destroy the
kingdome. What is a parkament but a carcasse when the frecdome
of it 15 suppressed @ — when those shall be taken away by violence,
that can or wll oppose, and stand in the way of their intentions ?
The hugh court of parliament is the most certaine and constant
guardian of Wberty ; butaf it be deprived of 1ts owne liberty, it is
left without Ife: or power to heep the Bberty of others, If they
should bring a parliament to be subject to the king’s pleasure,
to be correspondent (as they call it) to his will, in the middest
of such evil counsells, which now are predominant, there
would little or no cure be left; but all things that are most
mischievous would then scem to be done by law and au-
thority.

The third observation is this: With what an evill conscience
these men undertooke this worke. They that pretended to
take armes to defend their own propriety, obtained a com-
mission to violate the propriety of others; they would take the
assertion of the laws of the land, but assumed to them such a
power as was most contrary to that law —to seize upon their
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persons without due processe, to impose upon their estates
without consent, to take away some lives by the law martiall ;
and besides all this, without any commission they intended to
alter the government of the city, which is now governed by
your own councel, and by a magistrate chosen by yoursclves;
— then to be governed by violence.

The fourth observation is this: That the mischievous effect
of this designe would not have ceased in the first night's worke.
All the godly part in the kingdome, all faithfull ministers espe-
cially, would have beenc left not oncly to the scorn and re-
proach, but to the hatred, malice, and cruelty of the papists and
malignants.

The fifth and last observation I shall make to you, is this:
That this matter was prosecuted in part, and agitated and pro~
moted by those that were sent from the king, and seemed to
be messengers of peace ; and while we should be amazed with
pretences of gracious messages, to propose peace, this villainous
project, which should have sct you all in blood, was promoted
by those messengers, and should have been put in cxecution
very shortly after.  This is all I shall trouble you with by way
of observation.

The matters resolved on in the house of commons are these
things :  First, that there be publique thanksgiving to God,
both in the city, and throughout the kingdom, for this great
deliverance ; that a neere day be appointed for the city, the par-
liament, and the parts adjacent, and a convenient day for other
parts of the kingdom. The next thing resolved on was, that the
house of pecres, they should be made acquainted with the:e
proofes, and with all this discovery, which hath been done ac-
cordingly. It was likewise resolved, that there should be a
covenant made, whereby we should both testifie our detestation
of this mischievous plot, and joyne oursclves more closely in
the maintenance of the common interest of the church and
common-wealth, in religion and liberty, which are still in great
danger, and would have been utterly subverted, if this project
had taken effect. It was resolved, in the fourth place, which is
now partly executed, that this should be communicated to you
of the city, that s0, as you have a great part in the blessing, you
may doe your part in the duty of thankfulnesse, together with

cc 4
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us. It is further resolved, that it shall be communicated to
the army, that they likewise take notice of this great mercy of
God, and joyne with us, both in the thanksgiving, and in the
protestation and covenant, as we shall likewise desire you of the
city to does

‘Then we are commanded to give thankes to my lord major,
to the sheriffes, and to the rest of the officers of the city, for
their great care in the apprehending of these persons, in guard-
ing the peace and the quiet of the city.

We are likewise to give thanks to those gentlemen that have
had the custody of these visoners. We know it cannot but b
a trouble to them ; there was no meanes to keep them safe from
messages one to another, and from speeches, but by such a way
of putting them in honest men’s bands. The house of com-
mons have commanded us, to give them speciall thanks that
they would undertake this care, and to assure them that they
will see them fully recompensed for all the trouble and charge
they shall undergoe by it.

And we arc to give you thanks, which are the citizens of this
city, for your good affections to the publique cause, and for
your continuall bounty for the supvort of it.

Thus farre we are enjoyned by tue resolution of the house.
Now, we are further to intreate you, to heare both the cove-
nants: you shall thereby knowe to what wee have bound our-
selves, and to what we desire you should be bound. There
are two vovenants, that is, one proper for the houses of parlia-
ment, which hath been taken in the house of commons, by all
the r 'mbers, by thuse gentlemen that are named in those cx-
aminations to have been privy to this plot, which they all have
disavowed ; and the other cuvenant is to be taken by all the
other part of the kingdome, by the citizens, by the army, and
the rest of the people generally in all places.

The draught of these two covenants we shall communicate
to you; the house of lords, they have had them already, and
have taken them into consideration ; and we hear, they doe re-
solve that which is appointed for them shall be taken by the
members of that house.

We are further to desire you, that you would be serviceable
to the divine providence, to God's great mercy to this city, and
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the whole kingdome.  God doth not enly doe good, but there-
by gives assurance that he will do good. His mercies, they are
comforts for the present, they are pledges for the future; but
yet our care must not cease.

We are to desire that you would keepe your guards, and
look well to your city, and that you would find out these evill
members that are among you, as neere as may be, that so for
the time to come this plot may be prevented, as hitherto hath
been stopped ; for out of doubt all the malignity is not drawn
out of them, though the present opportunity is hindered for the
present of putting it in executic™.

I am to tell you further, that ... desire to win those that shall
be taken with remorse for this wicked designe and conspiracy :
Itis resolv * that if any man shall come 'n before the 15th
day of this present June, and ficely confesse his fault, and
what he knowes of this conspiracy, that he shall have a full and
free and plenary pardon for the time to come, except those
that are alrcady or fled. I say, those that cowme in voluntarily
shall Le pardoned.

Your care, and nur care, they will be all little enough ; wee
hope Gad’s blessing will be so upon them both, that you shall
be restored to a full petce, av' that in the mean time you
shall enjoy such a degree of safety and prosperity, as may make
way to it

B.

Some Extracts from Tur Sexse or e Hovsrk ; or the
Opinion of some Lords and C~mmons, concerning the
Londoners’ Petition for Peace,  Oxford, printed by
the University Printer, Leonard Lichfield.

# Give ear, beloved landowners,

Fie! fie! you shame us all!

Your rising up for peace, will make
The Close Committece fall,

Wonder, you should ask for that
Which they must needs deny.

Here's thirty swears they 'll have no peace,
And bid me tell you why,”
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A number of lords are then repr d, giving r
against peace. Thus —
< ¢ First, I'll noe peace,’ says Essex,
¢ For my chaplin says "tis sinn,
To loose a 100£. a day,
Just when my wife lies inn,
They cry, God bless your Excellence ;
But if 1 loose my place
They "I call me rcbel, popular asse,
And cuckold to my face.’”
&c. &e. &e. .
Their lordships disposed of, the leading members of the lower
house follow with similar reasons: —

¢ ¢ My venum swels,” quoth Hollis,
¢ And that his majesty knowes,’
¢ And I, quoth Hampden, ¢fetch the Scote,
‘Whence all this mischiefe grows.’
¢I am an asse,” quoth Hazelrigge,
But yet 1’me deepe i’th’ plot;
¢ And 1,” quoth Stroud, ¢ can lye as fast
As master Pym can trott.
¢ But I,’ quoth Pym, ¢your hackney am,
And all your drudgery doe,
IIave made good specches for myselfe,
And privileges for you :
I sit, and can looke down on men,
Whilst others bleede and fight ;
I cate their lordships’ meate by day,
And give it their wives by might.”
- - L]

¢ Zounds,’ said ITenry Martin,
¢ Wee 'l have no accommeodation ;
D’ ye not know ’t was I that tore
His majesty’s proclamation ?
In the house I spake high treason,
I've sold both land and lease,
Nay, I shall then have but three * * ¢,
A pox upon this peace.’”
- - . ®
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¢ ¢« Who talks of peace,’ quoth Ludlow,
¢ Hath neither sense nor reason,

For I ne'er spake i’ th” house but once,
And jhen I spoke high treason ;
Your meaning was as bad as mine,—

You must defend my speech,
Or else you'll make my mouth as fam’d
As was my father's * % %

« You see, (beloved landowners),
.Your peace is out of scason ;
For which you have the sense of th* house,
And every member's reason,
Oh do not stand for peace then,
For, trust me, if you do
Each country of the kingdom will
Rise up, and do so too.”

C.

Certain  Select Observations on  the several Qffices
and QOfficers in the Militia of England, with the
Power of the Parliament to raise the same as they
shall judge expedient, §e. Collected and found among
the Papers of the lute Mr. John Pymm, « Member of
the House of Commons. Writ in the Year 1641. MS.

Whuex kings were first ordained in this realm, the kingdom
was divided into forty portions, and cvery one of those por-
tions or countics was committed to some earl, to govern
and defend it against the enemies of the rcalm. Mirror
of Justice, p. 8.

Those earls, after they received their government .in
each county, divided them into centurians or hundreds;
and in every hundred was appointed a centurian or consta-
ble, who had his portion and limits assigned him to keep
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and defend with the power of the hundred, and were to be
ready, upon all alarms, with their arms, against the common
enemy. These, in some places, are called wapentakes,
which, in French, doth signify taking of arms. Mirror, p. 10.
12 Henry 8. folio 16, 17.

King Alfred first ordained two parliaments to be kept every
year, for the government of the people, where they were to
receive laws and justice. Mirror, p. 10, 11.

The peers, in parliament, were to judge of all wrongs
done by the king to any of his subjects. Mirror, p. 9.

The ancient manner of choosing and appointing of officers,
was by those over whom their jurisdiction extended.

INSTANCES.

1. Tythingman: This man was, and at this day is, chosen
by the men of his own tything, and by them presented to the
leet, to be sworn for the true cxecution of his office.

2. Constable: This officer is chosen by the inhabitants,
who are to be governed by him, and those of the place where
his jurisdiction lieth, and presented unto the leet to be sworn.

3. Coroner: This officer hath jurisdiction within the
whole county, and therefore was chosen by the frecholders
of the county in the county-court. Cook’s Magna Charta,
p 174, 175. 559.

4. Such as had charge to punish such as were violaters
of Magna Charta: These were chosen in the county court,
as appeareth by stat. 28 Ed. 1. ¢. 1. 17.

5. Sheriffs: were, in time past, and by the common
law, to be chosen likewise in the county court. Lamb.
Saxon Laws, fo. 13G. stat. 28 Ed. 1. c. 8. 13. Cook’s Magna
Charta, 175. 559. Mirror, p. 8.

6. Lieutenants of counties (anciently known by the name
of Merctoch) were chosen in the county court (which Cook,
upon Magna Charta, p. 69., calls the Folkmote). Lamb.
Saxon Laws, folio, 136. Mirror, p. 8. 11, 12.

%7. Majors and bailiffs, in boroughs and towns corporate,
are cl by the cc Ity of the same corporation within
their jurisdiction.
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8. Conservators of the peace were anciently chosen by
the freeholders in the county court. Cook’s Magna Charta,
558., &c.

9. Knights for the parliament are to be chosen in the
county court, stat. 7 H. 4, cap. 15. 1 H. 5. cap.1. 8 H. 6.
cap. 7. 10 H. 6. cap. 2. o

10. Verderers of the forest are chosen within their juris-
diction, by the inhabitants. Cook’s Magna Charta, 559.

11. Admirals, being the sheriffs of the counties, as
Selden, in his Mare Clusum, p. 169. 188., aflirms, must be
chosen as the sheriffs were, viz. in the county court. But
the parliament of R. 2., folio, 29., saith, they are chosen in
the parliament, the representative body of the realm, beecause
they had the defence of the realm by sea committed unto them.

12. The captain of Calais, viz. Richard earl of Warwick,
in the time of Henry 6., refused to give up his captainship
of Calais unto the king because he received it in parliament.
Cowel’s Interpreter, in the word Parliament.

13. The Lord Chancellor, to whom is committed the great
seal of Lngland, being the publick faith of the kingdom,
was in former times chosen in parliament.  Lamb. Archeion,
P 48. Dan. Chronicle, p. 139. 148. 194.

14. Lord Trcasurer, an officer to whom is of trust
committed the treasure of the kingdom, was, in like
manner, chosen in parliament.,

15. Chief Justice, an officer unto whom is committed
the administration of the justice of the realm, was chosen in
parliament.  Lamb. Aicheion, p. 48, ut suprd.

Anno 15 Ed. 8d. 'The king was petitioned in parlia-
ment, that the high officers of the kingdom might, as in for-
mer times, be chosen in parliament.  To which the king
viclded, that they should be sworn in parliament. Dan.
Chronicle, p. 195. Quare the parliament roll and petitions,

And it appearcth, by a printed statute, Anno 15 Ed 3.
cap. 3., that the gicat officers of the kingdom were sworn to
maintain Magna Charta.

16. The great council of the king and kingdom, namely,
the parliament, is chosen by the commons; for they choose
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the knights and citizens, and burgesses, or barons, for so the
citizens were anciently called ; and the cinque-ports retain
that name to this day.

And this was, as I ive, the anci constitution of
the kingdom, for choosing of their officers.

In the next place, it will be requisite to inquire,
which of these officers aré now altered, and by what
authority.

And first, of sheriffs. The choice of sheriffs was first taken
from the freeholders by the statute of 9 Edward 2., and the

hoice of them itted to the lord chancellor, treasurer,
the barons of the exchequer, and the justices of either bench.
Cook’s Magna Charta, p. 559.

This election is to be made the morrow after All-Souls-Day,
in the exchequer, by statute 14 Edward 3. c. 7.

Quare 1. If they choose none at that day and place,
but at sumc other time, whether the choice be good? Or
if he be chosen by any other ?

Objection. The king himself doth usually make and ap-
point sheriffs in every county by his prerogative.

Solution. It hath been agreed by all the judges, that the
king cannot appoint any other to be sheritf, than such as
are named and chosen according to the statute of Lincoln,
Cook’s Magna Charta, p. 559.

If so, then it is questionable whether the making of Mr.
Hastings sheriff of Leicestershire be warrantable by law, or
not?

Quexre 2. If no sheriff be legally chosen, whether the
frecholders of the county shall not choose one, as they were
accustomtd, before the making of the stat. of 9 Ed. 2. for
these reasons.

1. If there be no sheriff legally chosen, there will be a
failure of justice, which the law will not permit.

2. Because the statute is in the affincative, and therefore
doth not altogether take away their power of choosing, be-
cause affirmative statutes do not alter the common law.

Next, let us consider the choice of justices of the
peace, who, as they are commissioners of the peace,
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are not officers by the common law; and there-
fore, this case will differ in some respects from the
former, it being an office created by $tatute.

1. I conceive that no court may be erected without the
authority of parliament; for the court of first-fruits was
erected by stat. 32 Ilenry 8. cap. 45. ; the court of wards by
stat. 32 Hen. 8. cap. 46. ; the court of justice in Wales by
stat. 34 H. 8. c. 6.; and power to erect courts given
1 Mar. ses. 2, cap. 10. And it was resolved in this parlia-
ment, at the trial of .e earl of Strafford, that the court at
York was against law, albeit it hath had continuance these
hundred years, because it was not erccted by parliament.

And justices of the peace, being judges of record, were
first ordained by statute, as appearcth by 18 Ed. 3. cap. 2.
and 34 Ed. 3. cap. 1.; with such other additions of power,
as later statutes have given unto them,

Justices of the peace, then, having their being by virtue of
the statute law, they are to be ordained in the same manner
as the statutes prescribed, and not otherwise.

1. After their first institution, the statutes did leave the
choice of them indefinitely in the crown, as 1 conceive, until
the statute of 12 R. 2. 97.; which statute doth instruct the
chaucellor, treasurer, keeper of the privy seal, steward and
chamberlain of the king's house, the clerk of the rolls, the
Jjustices of both benches, barons of the exchequer, and others,
to name and make them.

2. Other statutes do appoint what persons shall be chosen
to be justices of the peace; namely, such as reside in the
same county where they are justices of peace, as stat. 12 R. 2.
c. 10. And they must be of the most suﬂicien’knights,
esquires, and geutlemen of the same county, stat. 17 Rich. 2.
10.; and dwelling in the same county, 2 I1. 5. stat. 2. cap. 1.
(except lords, and justices of assizes).  Upon this last statute,
it may be doubted if choice may be made of any lords, and
Jjustices of assizes, which have no residence or estate in the
county where they are so made justices of the peace; which,
if it doth, it doth repeal all former statutes, which confine
them to such persons as are of the same county; which

ceive iy against their ing, for that statute doth only
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dispense with the residence of lords, and justices of assize,
because men of the same county, inhabitiug in the county
where they ar® justices of peace, in regard of their other

y ts in the wealth, which necessarily re-
qulret.h their absence, and so it amounteth only to a dispensa-
tion for their residency.

Objection. ‘Fhe common practice is, that the lord keeper
doth appoint whom he pleases, and that by virtue of the
statute of 18 Henry 6. cap. 1.

Solution. 'True ; such is the pr‘ce but the doubt is,
how warrantable his act is ? for tha statute of 18 H. 6. doth
give the lord chancellor (alone by himself) no other power,
but in case there be no men of sufficiency in the county,
and where none of twenty pounds per annum are to be found.
For, in such case, he hath power to appoint such as he con-
ceives are men most fit.  But, in case there are men of suf-
ficient estates in the county to be found, he must join with
the others mentioned in the statute, viz. the treasurer, privy
seal, &c., who have a joint and undivided power with him.

If this be so, then it may be doubted, whether the lord
viscount Faulkland, being no peer of the rcalm, sir Peter
Miche, sir Edward Nichols, of late put into the commission
of the peace, in many counties of this kingdom, are, by the
law, capable of being justices of the peace in those counties
where they do not reside.  Et sic de similibus.

Quazre, also, whether a justice of the peace, being once
legally chosen according to the statute before mentioned,
may be put out at the pleasure of the lord keeper alone,
without any just cause alledged ; for, being a justice of record,
whether ‘some matter of record must not appear to disable
him ? for, being settled by law, he is to be displaced by law,
and not upon displeasure or surmise,

3. A third officer is, the licutenants in every county, in
former times known {for the name only is out of use) by the
name of herotoch, Lamb. Saxon Laws, fol. 136. And here
will fall into debate the ordinance in parliament, about the
settling of the militia of the kingdom.

The choice of these, as was formerly mentioned, was by
the freeholders in the county court; but of later times they
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have exercised the same power, being appointed by the king,
under the shadow of his prerogative.

First, it is to be demanded, whether the king's prerogative
can take away that ancient right, which the subjects had, by
law, invested in them? If so, then the king, by his prero-
gative, may do wrong, which is contrary to a maxim in law.
Fortesque de Legibus, &c., fol. 25. If not, then whether
the power of choosing a li , or herotoch, doth not yet
remain in the subject, so as they may now choose one as
well and by the same nfght they did in former times ?

If freeholders of a coynty may yet choose, then I con-
ceive the parliament, being the representative body of the
whole kingdom, may appoint lieutenants ; because they in-
clude them, or, at least, they are not excluded from such a
power, no more than where the statute, giving power unto
justices of peace to inquire of a riot, doth exclude the power
of the king’s bench ; which no man will affirm. And there-
fore the ordinance of the militia is legal.

That the parliament hath power to make an ordinance,
may be proved ¢ minori. For,

If the inhabitants of a town, without any custom to enable
them, may make an ordinance or bye-law, for the reparation
of their church, highway, or bridge in decay, or any the like
thing, being for their publick good, and upon a pecuniary
pain, in case of neglect, and if it be made by the greater part,
that it shall bind all within the town, as hath been agreed for
law, 44 Ed. 3. fol. 19.; Cook, lib. 5. fol. 63.; the Chamber-
lain of London’s case; Clarke’s case; and Jefferyes’s case;
ibid. fol. 64, 65.

If a township be amerced, and the neighbours, by assent,
shall assess a certain sum upon every inhabitant, and agree,
that if it be not paid by such a day, that certain persons
thereto assigned, shall distrain; and, in this case, the dis-
tress is lawful. Doctor v. Student, fol. 74. 6. cap. 9.

If a bye-law, that every one that holdeth land shall pay
one penny towards the reparation of a church, and, for non-
payment, shall forfeit to the churchwardens twenty shillings,
be good and doth bind, as the book saith, 21 H. 7. fol. 20.,
holdeth.

VOL. IV. LD
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If a town make bye-laws, and they shall bind every one of
the town, if it be for the common good, as 11 H. 7. fol. 14.,
then by the same reason may the parliament make ordinances
and bye-laws, for the common good of the kingdom, as shall
bind all. For, if a town may make ordinance, much more
may the knights and burgesses of the parliament, because
they have their power ad faciendum et tiendum ; as ap-
peareth of record under their hands and seals in chancery,
in their return of their several elections for knights and
burgesses.

Lastly. As every private man ig by law, beund to preserve
the peace ; as in case an atfray be made by two, and a third
man standing by shall not use his best endeavor to part then,
and preserve the peace, he may be indicted and fined for it ;
why may not the parliament, being entrusted with the pre-
servation of the peace of the realm, make an ordinance for
the preservation of the peace in case of apparent danger?

Ordi made in parli t, 8 Ed. 2., for the presery-
ation of the alienation of the king’s land, and fines set upon
such as presume to break them.  Rot. Pail. 28 H 6. Art. 29.

The judges and courts at Westminster may make an ordi-
nance, for fees to be paid unto the clerk of their courts, and
for bar fees taken by sherifl and gaolers, 21 H. 7. fol. 17.

An ordinance made in parliament, 21 Ed. 3. fol. 60, for
exemption of the Abbot of Bury from the jurisdiction of the
bishop of Norwich. Selden’s Titles of Honor, p. 702., 12 H.
7. fol. 25.

Heyborne and Keylond's case, M. 14 Ed. 4. Rot. 0., in
Banco. Reg. Crook, page 25., who had his moncy taken away
from him by virtue of an ordinance, and was adjudged that
the ordinance did bind him.

Whether au infant may be a colonel, admiral, &c.

1. None, by the intention of the law, can do knight's
service, before he be twenty-one years of age. And this i
the reason of wardship.

2. It is an office of trust, which may not be executed by
a deputy.

2 Such an office requires personal attendance, for, other-
wise, the county may be overthrown unawares, in the absence
of such a governor from his charge.
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D.

A Sketch of English Affuirs, from the Dissolution of the
third Parliament, to the raising of the King's Standard
at Nottingham ; from a Speech by Sir Arthur Hazle-
rig, on the Tth of February, 1058.

Tre council table bit Hke a serpent; the star chamber like
scorpions. Two or three gentlemen could not stir out, for
fear of being committed for a riot.  Qur souls and consciences
were put on the rack by the archbishop. We might not
speak of scripture, or repeat a sermon at our tables.  Many
godly ministers were sent to find their bed in the wilderness.
The oppression was little less in the lower courts and in the
special courts.

Altars were set up, and bowing to them enjoyned ; pictures
were placed in church windows, and images set up at
Durham, and elsewhere; with many other exorbitancics
introduced, both in church and state.  The archbishop would
not only impose on England, but on Scotland, to bring in
the book of common prayer upon them. ‘They liked it not;
and, as luck would have it, they would not bear it. He
prevailed with the king to raise an army to suppress them.
The king prevailed with his nobles to conquer them into it
He went to their country, and finding himself not able to
conquer them, came back.

He called a parliament, which was named the little, or
broken, parliament; disbanded not his armny, but propounded
that we should give himn a great sum to maintain the war
against Scotland. We dcbated it, but the consequence of
our debate made him fear we would nut grant it. We had,
if he bad suffered usto sit. Then did Strafford and his
council advise him to break us and to rule arbitrarily, and
that he had an army in Ireland to make it good. For this,
Strafford lost his head. The king suddenly broke that par-
liament. [ rcjoice in my soul it was so. Ile raised the
gsllantest army that ever was—the flower of the gentry and
nobility. The Scots raised too, and sent their declaration

DD 2
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into England, that by the law of God and nature they might
rise up for their own preservation ; and thus they came into
England. At Newburn the armies met. We were
worsted. God was pleased to disperse our army, and give
them the day. The Scots passed Newburn, and advanced
to Newcastle.

Then some of our nobles — Say, Essex, and Scroop,—hum-
bly petitioned his majesty for a parliament. He, seeing
danger, called a parliament. This was the long parliament.
The first proposition was to raise money for the Scots. We
gave them a brotherly assistance of 300,000/ They shewed
themselves brethren and honest men, and peaceably returned.
Then money was pressed for our own army. The house, con-
sidering how former parliaments had been dealt with, was
unwilling to raise money till the act was passed, not to dissolve
the parliament but by their own consent. It passed freely by
king, lords, and commons. This was wonderful ; the very
hand of God that brought it to pass ; for no man could then
foresee the good that act produced.

The king then practised with the Scots, then with his army,
to assist lum against this parhament, and to make them
sure to his particular interest.  Sir John Conyers discovered it,
to his everlasting fame. Mr. Pym acquainted the house.
Divers officers of the army — lord Goring, Ashburnham,
Pollard, and others—were ¢xamined here.  They all absented.
The house desired of the king, that they might be brought to
justice ; but the king sent them away beyond sca.

The king demanded five members, by his attorney-general
He then came personally to the house, with five hundred men
at his heels, and sat in your chair. It pleased God to hide
those members. I shall never forget the kindness of that
great lady, the lady Carlisle, that gave timely notice. Yet
some of them were in the house after the notice came. It
was questioned if, for the safety of the house, they should be
gone ; but the debate was shortened, and it was thought fit for
them, in discretion, to withdraw. Mr. Hampden and myself
being then in the house, withdrew. Away we went, The
king immediately came in, and was in the house before we got
to the water,



APPENDIX E. 405

The queen, on the king's return, raged and gave him an
unhandsome name, ¢ poltroon,” for that he did not take
others out ; and certain if he had, they would have.been killed
at the door.

Next day the king went to the city. They owned tlie mem-
bers. Thereupon he left the parliament, and went from step
to step, till he came to York, and set up his standard at Not-
tingham, and declared the militia was in him.

F -om the diary of Thomas Burton, esq.

E.
A Declaration and Vindication of John Pym, Esq.

It is not unknown to the world (especially to the inhabit-
ants in and about I.ondon), with what desperate and fame-
wounding aspersions my reputation, and the integrity of my
intentions to God, my king, and my country, hath been in-
vaded by the malice and fury of malignants, and ill-affected
persons to the good of the commonwealth ; some charging
me to have been the promoter and patronizer of all the inno-
vations which have been obtruded upon the ecclesiastica)
government of the church of England; others, of more
spiteful and exorbitant spirits, alledging, that T have been
the man who have begot and fostered all the so lamented dis-
tractions which are now rife in this kingdom. And though
such calumnies are ever more harmful to the authors than to
those wifom they strive to wound with them, when they arrive
only to the censure of Judicious persons, wha can distinguish
forms, and sce the difference betwixt truth and falschood ;
yet, because the scandals inflicted upon my innocence have
been obvious to people of all conditions, many of which may
entertain a belief of th.ose reproachful reports, though in my
own soul I am far above such ignominies, and so was once
resolved to have waved them, as unworthy my notice, — yet at
last, for the assertion of my integnty, I concluded to declare
myself in this matter, that all the world, but such as will not
be convinced, either by reason or truth, may bear testimony of

pp 3
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my innocency. To pass by, therefore, the earl of Strafford’s
business, in which some have been so impudent as to charge
me of too much partiallity and malice, I shall declare myself
fully concerning the rest of their aspersions; namely, that I
have promoted and fomented the differences now abounding
in the English church.

How unlikely this is, and improbable, shall, to every in-
different man, be quickly rendred perspicuous. For that I
am, and ever was, and so will e, a faithful son of the pro-
testant religion, without having the least relation in my belief,
to those gross errors of Anabaptism, Brownism, and the like,
every man that hath any acquaintance with my conversation
can bear me righteous witness. These being but aspersions
cast upon me by some of the discontented clergy, and their
factors and abettors; because they might perhaps conceive
that I had been a main instrument in extenuating the haughty
power and ambitious pride of the bishops and prelates. As
T enly delivered my opinion as a member of the house of
commons, that attempt or action of mine had been justifiable,
both to God and a good conscience ; and had no way con-
cluded me guilty of a revolt from the orthodox doctrine of
the church of England, because I sought a reformation of
some gross abuses crept into the government, by the cunning and
perver of the bist and their substitutes ; —for was it
not high time to seck to regulate their power, when, instead
of looking to the cure of men’s souls (which is their genuine
office), they inflicted punishment on men’s bodies, banishing
them to remote and desolate places, after stigmatizing their
faces, only for the testimony of a good conscience #— when,
not contented with those insufferable $nsolencies, they sought
to bring in unheard-of canons into the church—= Arminian
or papistical ceremonies (whether you please to term them —
there is not much difference) —imposing burdens upon men'’s
consciences, which they were not able to bear, and introducing
the old abolished superstition of bowing to the altar? If it
savoured either of Brownism or Anabaptism, to endeavour to
suppress the growth of those Romish errors, I appeal to any
equal-minded protestant, either for my judge or witness.
Nay, had the attempts of the bishops desisted here, tolerable




APPENDIX E. 407

they had been, and their power not so much questioned, as
since it hath: but when they saw the honourable the high
court of parliament had begun to look into their cnormities
and abuses ; beholding how they wrested religion like a waxen
nase, to the furtherance of their ambitious purposes; then
Troy was taken in—then they began to despair of holding any
longer their usurped authority ! and therefore, as tuch as in
them lay, both by public declarations and private councils, they
labourd to foment the civil differences between his majesty
and his parliament, abetting the proceedings of the malignants
with large supplies of men and money, and stirring up the
people to tumults by their seditious sermons.

Surely, then, no man can account me an ill son of the com-
monwenlth, if I delivered my opinion, and passed my vote
freely for their sbolishment ; which may, by the same equity,
be put in practice by this parliament, as the dissolution of
monasteries, and their lazy inhabitants, the monks and fryars,
were in Ienry the Eighth’s time.  For, without dispute, these
cyyried as much reputation in the kingdom then, as bishops
I ve done in it since ; and yet a parliament then had power to
put them down.  Why, then, should not a parliament have
power to do the like to, these, every way guilty of as many
offences against the state as the former? LFor my own part
I attest God Almighty, the knower of all hearts, that neither
envy, or any private grudge, to all or any of the bishops
hath made me averse to their functions ; but merely iy zeal
to religion and God’s cause, which I perceived to be trampled
under foot by the too extended authority of the prelates, who
according to the purity of their institution, should have been
men of upright hearts and humble minds, shearing their flocks,
and not flaying them.

And whereas some will allege, it is no good argument to
dissolve the function of bishops, because some bishops are
vitious; to that I answer, since the vice of these bishops
was derivative from the authority of their function, it is very
fiting the function, which is the cause thereof, be corrected,
and its authority divested of its horrowed feathers ; otherwise
it is impossible, but the same power which made these present
bishops (should the episcopal and prelatical dignity continue in
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its ancient height and vigour) so proud and arrogant, would
infuse the same vices into their successors,

But this is but a mole-hill to that tain of scandal
reports that have been inflicted on my integrity to his majesty :
some boldly avering me for the author of the present distrac-
tions between his majesty and his parliament; when I take
God, and all that know my proceedings, to be my vouchers,
that I neither directly nor indirectly ever had a thought tend-
ing to the least disobedience or disloyalty to his majesty, whom
I acknowledge my lawful king and sovereign, and would ex-
pend my blood as soon in his service, as any subject he hath.
*Tis true, when I perceived my life aimed at, and heard myself
proscribed a traitor, merely for my intireness of heart to the
service of my cc')untry; when 1 was informed, that I, with
some other honourable and worthy members of the parliament,
were, against the priviledges thereof, demanded, even in the par-
liament house, by his majesty, attended by a multitude of
men at arms and malignants, who, I verily believe, had, for
some ill ends of their own, persuaded his majesty to that excess
of rigour against us ;—when for my own part (my conscience
is to me a thousand witnesses in that behalf) I never har-
boured a thought which tendered to any disservice to his
majesty, nor ever had any intention prejudicial to the state ;—
when, I say, notwithstanding my own innocence, I saw my-
self in such apparent danger, no man will think me blame
worthy, in that I took a care of my own safety, and fled for
refuge to the protection of the parliament: which, making
my case their own, not only purged me and the rest of the
guilt of high treason, but also secured our lives from the
storm that was ready to burst out upon us.

And if this hath been the occasion that hath withdrawn
his majesty from the parliament, surely the fault can no way
be imputed to me, or any proceeding of mine, which never
went further, either since his majesty’s departure, nor before
then, so far as they were warranted by the known laws of the
land, and authorized by the indisputable and undeniable power
of the parliament. So long as I am secure in my own con~
science that this is truth, I account myself above all their cc-
lumnies and falsehoods, which shall return upon themselves,
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and not wound my reputation in good and impartial men’s
opinions.

But in that devilish conspiracy of Cataline, against the state
and senate of Rome, none among the senators was so obnox-
ious to the envy of the conspirators, or liable to their traduce-
ments, as that orator and patriot of his country, Cicero-
because by his council and zeal to the commonwealth,
their plot for the ruine thereof was discovered and prevented.
Though I will not be so arrogant, to parallel myself with that
worthy, yet my case (if we may compare lesser things with
great) hath to his a very near resemblance. The cause that
1 am so much maligned and reproached by ill affccted persons
being, because I have been forward in advancing the affairs
of the kingdom, and have been taken notice of for that for-
wardness : they, out of their malice, converting that to a vice,
which, without boast be it spoken, I esteem as wmy principal
vertue,—my care to the public utility. And since it is for
that cause that I suffer these scandals, I shall endure them
with patience ; hoping that God in his great mercy will at
last reconcile his majesty to his high court of parliament ;
and then I doubt not, but to give his royal self (though he
be much incensed against me) a sufficient account of my
integrity. In the interim, I hope the world will believe that
I am not the first innocent man that hath been injured, and so
will suspend their further censures of me.

F.

A Narrative of the Disease and Death of that noble
Gentleman John Pym, Esquire, late aMember of the
honourable House of Commons, attested under the
Hands of his Physicians, Chyrurgions,and Apothecnry.

Forasmuch as there are divers uncertaine repotts and false
suggestions spred abroad, touching the disease and death of
that noble gentleman John Pym, esquire, late a member of
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the honourable house of commons, it is thought fit (for the
undeceiving of some, and prevention of misconstruction and
suspitions in others) to manifest to those who desire inform-
ation, the true cause of his lingring disease and death; as
it was discovered (while he lived) by his physitians, and
manifested to the view both of them and many others, that
were present at the dissection of his bodie after his death. For
the skin of his body, it was without so much as any roughness,
scarr, or scab; neither was there any breach either of the
scarfe or true skin, much lesse any phthiriasis or lousic discase,
as was reported.  And as for that suggestion of his being poy-
soned, there appeared to the physitians no signe thereof upon
the view of Fis body; neither was there any exhorbitant symp-
tome (while he lived), cither in his animall, vitall, or naturall
parts: for he had his intellectuals and senses very eutire to the
last, and his sleep for the most part very suflicient and quiet.
As for the vitall parts, they were all found very souund, and
(while he lived) they were perfect in their actions and uses,
And as for the naturall parts contained in the lower belly,
they did not otherwise sufter thaun from that large imposthume
that was there contained ; the stomack being smooth and faire
in all its coates; the liver and Kidnies good enough, only much
altered in their color; the spleen fair, but little.  But the
most ignoble part of this lower belly. the mesentry, was found
Sundi calamutas, the shop whercin the instrument of his dis-
solution was forged ; there being a large abscecsse or impos-
thume which wrought itsclfe to such a bulke, as was casily dis-
covered by the outward touch of Ins physitians at the beginning
of his complaining, and did increase to that capacity, as being
opened) it did receive a hand contracted, and in it’s growth
did so oppresse the gall and stop its vessels, as occasioned
the jaundice.  Beside this abscesse (by the matter contained
in it) did so offend the parts adjacent, as most of them suf-
fered by its vicinity, yet without any such turbulent symptome,
as did at any time cause him to complaine of paine; being
sensible only of some sorenesse upon the touch of the region
of the part affected; and from its vapours the stomack suf-
fered a continuall inappetency and frequent nauseousnes, and
it did so deprave and hinder the concoction, distribution, and
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perfection of nourishment, that it produced an atrophy or
falling of the flesh. So thatt inappetency, faintnesse, and
nauseousnesse, were the great complaints he usually made.
At last after a long languishment, this imposthume breaking,
he often fainted ; and soon after followed his dissolution,
December the 8th, 1643, about 7 a clocke at night.

Attested by the physitians that attended him in his sicknes,—
Sir TueopoRE MAYERN,
Dr. Crerk,
Dun. Mrrevery, President of the colledge of phytitians,
Dr. GrFroan,
Dr. MICKLETIRWALT,
Dr. Movurnin,
Dx. Corrany,

And Chyrurgions.
Tromas Acrcrn, and
Hexny AxTtaLi, his servant.

Apothecary.

Joun CuapMan, servant to Wiiriay Tavror.

that were present at the dissection
of his body (together with two of
those above mentioned).

END OF THE THIRD VOLUME.
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